
jo Commission re ly  on the 
p. a lso  the proposal that 
he f i a t  o f the National 
1 be approved by the 
olated.

Dn i t  Y/aB agreed to adopt

pit some urgent Yugoslav 
I t  was thought that the 

h t time in  custody and the 
p them delivered  vdthout 
ino time to  go into the 
[unanimously lis te d  by

(l y  v/ith the request of the • 
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UNITED NATIONS WAR CRIMES OOIS»HSSIQN 

MINUTES OF MEETING 

HEID ON 

J u ly  31 st# 19^6#

Chairman:

A lso  p re s e n t!.

Lord WRIGHT A u s tra lia

S i r  Robert CRAIGIE U n ite d  Kingdom
—  - « • • w t r t n m n  T T  QU .S . A#. 

A u s tra lia  
Belgium  
Canada '
Czechoslovakia

L ie u t . KENTNER 
M r. BRIDGLAND 
11. do BAER- 
M r. HORNE 
M ajor FANDERLIK 

accompanied Ijy 
Dr.MAYR-HARTING *
D r. SCHRAii-NIELSEN .Denmark 
M. P.MAILLARD France 
S i r  To r ic k  /JEER A L I In d ia  
Conxnanler LDUTON Netherlands 
D r . SUND .
D r . SZERER 
D r . MARKDVIC • 

accompanied by 
D r . KEZULIC

Non/ay 
Poland 
‘Y u goslavia

Lt.Col.BARRATT O ffic e  o f the  
Judge Advocate 
G e n era l.

MINUTES OF IK E 108IH MEETING

Minutes o f the  108th Meeting vrere approved a n i signed
/ .

MINUTES OF THE 109m  MEETING

D ra ft  minutes o f  the 109th M eeting had been c irc u la te d  
and amendments re ce ive d  from S i r  Robert C ra ig ie , Monsieur, do 
B aer, Dr.Schram -NieJ-sen, L ie u t .K in tn e r  and D r.M a y r-H a rtin g  
v/ould be in co rp o ra te d .

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

iA pologies f o r  absence \/ere rece ived  from M r.D u tt, 
.M r.B urdekin  and M r.Dao.

LORD WRIGHT'S V IS IT  TO NUREMBERG &. TOKYO

Lord  W right gaye a b r ie f  account o f  h is  v i s i t s  to  
Nuremberg and Tokyo. He had been able , to  make o n ly  a v e ry  sh ort 
v i s i t  to  Nuremberg, v/here ho hoard the speech o f  the A tto rn e y - 
G eneral, S i r  H a rtle y  Shav/oross. Ho was unable to  hear M r.
J u s t ic e  Jackson, as he d id  not get the ro  in  tim e, and had to  
leavo before the o th e r speeches, French and Russian, were d o liv e ro d .
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From h is  uoat a t the B r i t is h  pro socu tin g  ta b le . Lord 
W right v/as able to  obsorvo the c r i mi na ls  at oloso quartors#
What stru ck  him most o f a l l  was the e x tra o rd in a ry  ohango t h a t  

had taken p lace i n  them* Fo rm e rly , the y v/ero ja u n ty , cheerful 
and soraev/hat in s o lo n t , but none o f those q u a lit ie s  s e e m e d  to  b e  

obvious i n  t h e ir  expressions o r  t h e ir  manner now# They listened 
in t e n t ly  to  the oataloguo o f t h o i r  crim es and shortcomings» 
Whether they were m orely annoyed, oonsoienoe-strloken  o r  s u f f e r 

in g  from the e ffe c ts  o f about te n  months i n  the p ris o n  preoinctB, 
he d id  not knoY/, but he would not bo r e a d i ly  disposed to t h i n k  

they were oon3o io n o e -strick e n#  R ibbontrop seemed to  b e  v e r y  

much overcome. Lo rd  W right sa id  th a t proceedings w e r e  now 
ta k in g  place a gainst the N a zi O rg a n is a tio n s  and w h e n  t h e y  a r e  

concluded, p o s s ib ly  i n  three weeks1 tim e , t h e r e  would "be a 
conclusion o f tho hoaxing and an in t e r v a l  o f  p e r h a p s  t w o  o r  

threo v/ooks, to  enable tho oourt to  reach t h e ir  f in a l  d e c i s i o n ,  

Y {h Q n  tho judgment v d l l  h e  pronounced and the senten o e s ,  i f  a n y ,

. pronulgated. E v e ry th in g  i n  the oourt room went smoothly and 
w ith  d ig n it y  and tho p re s id in g  judge seemed to  have the whole o f  

the oourt w e ll under h is  hand and prepared to  abide by the 
ru lings*  As a m atter o f f a c t ,  there  was no question  o f r u l i n g ,  

so th a t d id  not o rio e i The whole atmosphere made one fe e l' 
th a t e ve ryth in g  was proceeding i n  the most b u s in e s s -lik e  and 
d ig n if ie d , manner*

Tu rn in g  to  h is  v i s i t  to  Tokyo, Lo rd  WRIGHT said that 
. i t  vtould be a lo n g  s to ry  to  re la te  h is  adventures o r  la c k  o f 

adventures on tho journey# He stopped a t W ashington on h is  way 
out and had tho p r iv i le g e  o f g iv in g  a d iort address to  the members 
o f General G reen 's  s ta ff  and the p r iv i le g e  o f  g iv in g  a short 
address to  tho F a r  E a s te rn  Commission# L o rd  W right had not a 
shorthand note o f h is  f i r s t  address, but M r.B rid g la n d  had 
promised a copy of tho second, w hich, as y e t ,  had not come to 
hand# When i t  d id  a r r iv e ,  and i f  i t  v/ao thought worthv/hile, i t  
would be c irc u la te d  to  membors.

Lo rd  WRIGHT inform ed members th a t  he had also 
w ritte n  a supplement to  the a r t ic le  he w rote f o r  the Law 
Q u a rte rly  Review, and the p u b lis h e rs  had prom ised to  p u b lish  i t  
i n  October#

I n  Tokyo i t s e l f ,  L o rd  W righ t found things 
proceeding ra th e r  v/ell# The Ind ictm en t had been read and the 
defendants pleaded not g u i l t y  and then the re  v/as a considerable 

.in te rva l#  N a tu ra lly  th e y  wanted some tim e to  study the In d ic t 
ment and then la t e r ,  th e  American Government f o l t  th a t they 
ought to make p ro v is io n  f o r  tho defence o f  these defendants, that 
i s ,  f o r  those o f  them v/ho wore able .to p le a d . There v/as one 
somov/hat s p r ig h t ly  in d iv id u a l v/ho slapped one o f  h is  fe llo w  
p riso n e rs  on the head* T h is  defendant however had now re t ire d  
from tho scenc and i t  had been c e r t i f ie d  th a t  he v/as not 
capable o f  folloY/ing tho proceedings. The one who stru ck  him 
as a r e a lly  strong person v/as To j o .

The courtroom , v/hich he thought v/as «s lig h t ly  
b ig g e r than Nuromberg, v/as m odelled on the samo arrangements. 
There vjore eleven judges, but as one o f them had r e t i r e d , they 
had now appointed another, a General Kraemor, v/ho was head of 
tho J.A*G* Branch and v/ho soomod to  be a very able and ju d ic ia l  
person# Thore v/as 3ome o b je c tio n  ra is e d  aga in st h is  appointment 
but th is  was o ve rru le d  by a m a jo r ity . Lo rd  W right expressed 
the op in io n  th a t i t .  was a p i t y  the c o u rt could  not have been 
o f accord on t h is  p o in t .

•• * * . . ' r' 1 t
Thero had been some d i f f i c u l t i e s  owing to  the 

C o u rt House not being s u f f ic ie n t ly  a ii> -co nd itio n ed . Th is  
d i f f i c u l t y  had nov/ boon surmounted and he had rece ived  a le t t e r  
since h is  re tu rn  from the p re s id in g  jud ge , S i r  W illia m  Webb,
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Lah prosocuting table, Lord 
Lnals at oloao quartors* 
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x  manner now* They liaten&J 
irimes and shortcomings, 
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re a d ily  disposod to think 
ontrop seemed to bo very 
t  proceedings were now 
Bations and when they ore 
fcimo, there would be a 
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roach t h e ir  f in a l  decision, 
land the sentences, i f  any, 
¡room Y/ont smoothly and 
seamed to  have the whole of 
ipared to  abide by the 
was no question of ruling, 
osphere made one feel 

most business-like  and

jkyo, Lord WRIGHT said that 
W adventures o r laok of 
ft a t Washington on Ids way 
• äiort address to  the members 
liege  o f  g iv in g  a short 
> Lord  W right had not a 
jut M r.Bridgland had 
as y e t , had not come to 
pas thought worthwhile, i t

jers th a t he had also 
v/rote fo r  the Law 

^ud promised to publish i t

- 3 -
♦ • 

i n  whioh he spoke v e ry  c h q e rfu lly  of oYerything. Ho said 
the prosecution was bo inf' v/ell conducted by the oounscl 
v/hicft the American Government had sent ou t, tv/onty s ix  
q u a lif ie d , and i n  some cases d is tin gu is h e d , la vye rs« S i r  
W illia m  Webb expressed the opinion  th a t the t r i a l  v/ould 
not end u n t i i  the end o f the ye ar, but a lo t  depended on the 
extent to  v/hich the p a r t ic u la r  defendants would w ish to give  
evidence* MriComyns C a rr  v/as a tower o f strength* and the 
American counsel wore working very hard» Genoral MacArthur 
y/as ta k in g  a groat personal in te re s t  i n  e veryth in g  th a t v/as 
going on and Lord  W right had found him extrem ely able and 
sym pathetic«

Lord  W right said  he ought*to mention th a t a t 
Nuremberg,he wa3 pleased to .se e  h is  o ld  f r ie n d  D r«..Eo o r, 
who to ld  him how v e ry  ploasod he Y/as w ith  the speech o f  the 
B r i t is h  A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l, i n  which he recognised severa l 
p r in c ip le s  o f the Commission« G enerally,he  seemed extrem ely 
ch e e rfu l and sa id  l\e hoped to  bo coming over to  London soon«

ATTENDANCE AT NUREMBERG • • •

D r« SZERER asked i f  i t  y/ould be p o ssib le  to  raako 
arrangements f o r  Members o f the Commission to  go to Nuremberg 
as a bcxly, on the f in a l  ¿lay o r  days o f the T r i a l ,  to  hear tho 
judgment pronounced«

Lord  WRIGHT thought that f o r  t h is  purpose the Secretary« 
General should ge t i n  touch vdth the appropriate  a u th o rit ie s  
and explore the p o s s ib ilit ie s *

W hile oaoh Member Government had a seat a llo tte d  to  
i t  i n  C o u rt, Lo rd  WRIGHT thought there would be' d i f f i c u l t i e s  
o ve r tra n sp o rt and aocooaodation* However, e ve ryth in g  th a t 
could be done v/ould be done* •

CRIMES PERPETRATED BY THE GERMAN MEDICAL PROFESSION

Lght found things 
had been read and the 

[there v/as a considerable 
\iho to  study the Ind ict- 
praent f e l t  that they 

o f  these defendants, that 
folead* There v/as one 
fed one o f  h is  fellow 
powever had now retired 

th a t he v/as not 
phe one who struck him

lought wa3 «s ligh tly  
he same arrangements« 
them had retire d , they 

Jemer, who vros head of 
vory able and ju d ic ia l 
against his appointment 

|ord Wright expressed 
could not have been

tl t ie s  owing to the 
nditioned* This 
had rocoived a le tte r  

, S i r  William Webb,

D r« SCIIRAM-NIELSEN said there v/as a general fe e lin g  
amongst s o io n tis ts  in  Denmark th a t i t  v/ould sorve a v e ry  
u s e fu l purpose to  have a survey made of the crim es p erpetra ted  
by the Gorman M edical profession« The s o -c a lle d  s c ie n t if ic  
re s u lts  v/hich were achieved by the Gormans d u rin g  the N a zi 
regime v/ore methods o f extermination* I n  the o p in io n  o f the 
Danish M edical p ro fe s sio n , these crimes should be made known 
throughout the v/orld« The CINPO Report N o :5 , which had been 
c irc u la te d  as Documents S e rie s  N o:2*4, was not f u l l  enough f o r  the 
Danish Medical profession* In  the f i r s t  p la ce , i t  i s  a co n fid 
e n t ia l  re p o rt ; secondly i t  i s  a p re lim in a ry  re p o rt ; and t h i r d ly ,  
in fo rm a tio n  from a l l  p o ssib le  sources v/as not inclu d ed  i n  tho 
survey# Dr* Sohrom -Nielsen therefore* moved, th a t tho Commission 
ask tho S e c re ta ria t to  take tho necessary steps vd th  a* vicv/ to  
com piling a  survey o f  tho crimos committed by tho Gorman M edical 
p ro fe s sio n  d u rin g  and ju s t  p r io r  to the v/ar, i n  the co n ce ntratio n  
camps and elsewhere, e s p e c ia lly  in  regard  to  raodical experiments 
c a rr ie d  out on human beings«

The CHAIRMAN said th a t he f o l t  sure tho Commission 
v/as ve ry  g ra te fu l to Dr* Schram -Niolscn f o r  r a is in g  t h is  v e ry  
im portant question* The m atter had been examined by L io u t«C o l
onel Wade, Dr«Schv/elb and Dr*Litav/ski and a memorandum had been • 
prepared« He thought perhaps i t  v/ould be best i f  tho Commission 
appointed a Committee c o n sistin g  o f L icu t*C o lo n e l Wado, D r«
Schv/olb .and D r .L ita w s k i and any otlie r members the Co’ijnisann 
thought f i t ,  vd th  C olonel Ledingham a ctin g  as Secretary* Tho 
task o f t h is  Committee v/ould be to ns3omblci a l l  the documentary 
re p o rts  and m a te ria l, p 'u rtly  from t r i a l s  and p a r t ly  from s o ic n t il 'ic
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V
documente which vould e x p la in  e x a c tly  what had been done*
Even i f  l im it e d  to documentary m a te ria l»  . i t  v/ould be a trea-

• endouo task» and although the Chairman hod gro a t fe&h in  
the gontlomon mentioned above» i t  would not be f a i r  to 
overload them* I t  v/as v e ry  im portant t o  ló o k  a f t e r  the 
business o f Committee I »  v d th  General do Baer always stoking 

' * the flam es» a b ly  a ssiste d  by D r«M a y r-H a rtln g « Then there
was the question  o f the p u b lic a t io n  o f  the Law Reporta«

A R eport m ight be prepared b y the Connittoe  
re fe rre d  t o , ' p u re ly  as an experlm oñt» o r  perhaps the Cobeh 
is a io n  would p re fe r  to  t ro n s fo r  the d u ty  to  them stra ig h t 
away» o f  e n te rin g  in to  the su b je ct v d th  the assistance o f 
some members o f  the Commission and pro d u cin g  a f in a l  report«
I t  was not a th in g  \vhioh could  bo done i n  a h u rry »  but i f  
i t  could  be done w ith  the p re se nt resources o f  the Oonndasion 
i t  would be o f  g ro a t va lue  indeed*

. L ie u ttC o lo n o l WADE sa id  th a t from  a survey itoich 
he Had made f o r  himself*» he had n o tic e d  how v e ry  technica l 
the m a te ria l was» t a t  he d id  not b e lie v e  the re p o rt ca lle d  
f o r  would serve a ry  u s e fu l purpose unless i t  were undertaken 

a m edical e xp e rt« Ho thought - the m a te ria l was f a r  too 
te c h n ic a l f o r  a layman to  handle«

The CHAIBfíAN agreod w ith  L ie u t*  C o lo n e l Wade» and 
thought the  f i r s t  th in g  to  be done was to  get h o ld  o f  a medical 

’ oaq^Brfc«
• * \r . • ‘ * ,

C o lo n e l IJEDINGHAM then  read L io u t* C o lo n e l Wade's 
rieraorandum to  the Commission*

««• . * V  * * * • * * • *

Dr* SQIRAMrNIELSEN said  he was sure th a t the Danish 
M edical p ro fe s s io n  would app re ciate  th a t the com piling of 
a re p o rt would take a  »c e rta in  tim e» b u t he thought i t  oould 
bo done l i t t l e  hy l i t t l e »  so lo n g  as i t  was c e rta in  th a t the

- Commission would undertake to  have i t  com piled and p rin te d «

The CHAIRMAN agreed th a t  the re p o rt  ought to  
be s ta rte d  as soon as p o s s ib le » b u t ho d id  h o t to  use 
the word undertake« Ho. thought th a t wo hryl enough reserves in  
hand4 t u t  a m edical e xp o rt w ould, no doubt» in v o lv e  some, 
expense« The o n ly  th in g  was to  p u t the m a tte r i n  the ve ry  
able hands o f L ie ut*  C o lo n el Wade» Dr*Schv/elb and Dr* Litawski|

. ask them to  make a p r a c t ic a l  re p o rt  o f  method o f  procedure 
and ask them to  in v e s tig a te  the  p o s s ib i l i t ie s  o f o b ta in in g  
tho s e rvice s  o f a m edical export*

As Chairman o f tho Finance Committee» S i r  Robert 
QRAIG3E suggested th a t  i n  any enquires which would be made» 
i t  should be a sce rta in e d  v/hat the fees o f  tho m edical export 
y/are l i k e l y  to  be 03 w o ll  as the  cost l i k e l y  to  be in vo lve d  
i n  tho p u b lica tio n *  He hoped th a t whoever gave the tech n ica l 
advice mighv a lso  bo able  to  help  w ith  tho co m p ila tio n  o f 
tho survey» ,as ho f e l t  th a t  the v/ork o f law, re p o rtin g  should 
hot be h e ld  up*

•

L ie u t* C o lo n e l WADE suggosted th a t a ai i t  oíble 
expert might be M ajor Leo Alexander» the author o f  the 
in te llig e n c e  re p o rt  on ttie "Treatm ent o f  ’Shook from 
Prolonged Exposure to  C o ld M,  which v/as a very te c h n ic a l • 
pioco o f work*

. The m atter was l e f t  i n  the hands of Lieut*
C olonel Wade» Dr* Schvrelb and Dr*Litay/ski to  in v e s tig a te  and 
report*
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It i n  the hands of Lieut* 
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PHESENT STATE 01’ LAW idi. ï/.ïflH; SCHEiliS^DOC. C 216)

Dr*HAYR-HARTING s a i d  he v /a s  glad to  be able to 
re p o rt  th a t the p reparations f o r  the p u b lic a tio n  o f tho 
f i r s t  volume o f la v /  re p o rts  wore now f a r  advanced* The 
f i r s t  volume v/ould comprise nine re p o rts , f iv e  B r i t is h ,  
tliree  American a n d  one French* The French Report had been 
discusscd and the r e -d r a f t  w i l l  come before Committee I I I  i n  
the near future* The f in a l  d ra fts  had been approved i n  s ix  
cases a lto g e th e r, and the t\;o rem aining cases had been d is 
cussed and w i l l  be approved in  the near future*

, Tho f i r s t  volume would also co n ta in  a g lo ssa ry  o n  

the N a tio n a l Lav/s concerned: The g lo ssa ry on the B r i t is h
Law had been approvedc That on American and French Laws 
w i l l  cone before the Committee i n  the near future* These 
g lo s s a rie s  v/ere being included because i t  Y/as f e l t  th a t i t  

tv/ould be u s e fu l to  the reader to  have 3 o m e  knowledge o f  the

’N a tio n a l Laws*

Regarding t h e  question o f the f u l l e r  re p o rts  
the Committee proposes t h a t  t h e  Commission approves th a t a 
l e t t e r ,  on the l in e s  contained, in  document C 216, should 
be sont to  the j>ublishing f irm  Messrs* Hodge &  Co* The 
Committee’ a lso  approve the suggestion th a t a law yer convers
ant v/ith such .matters should be consulted before tuo l e t t e r  
i s  sent* Dr#Mayr-Harting asked the Commission to approve

t h is  le tte r*

The CHAIR:IAN .agreed th a t great care had to  be 
taken o ve r a m atter o f  th is  kinl*.

S i r  Robert CRAIGIE said  th a t copies o f t h is  
l e t t e r  had been sent to  Mr*Lambert, A s s is ta n t U n de r-S e creta ry  
o f S ta te ; M r.Plum bley, H .M *Stationery O f f ic e ; Mr*Reed, 
A tto rn e y -G e n e ra l's  Department; and Mr* S c o tt-F o x , Fo re ig n  
O ff ic e  f o r  t h e ir  observations, and, i f  the' Commission agreed, 
v/hen re p lie s  had been received from these gentlemen, and i f  
there were no amondmonts, the le t t e r  should bo sent to
Messrs* Hodge & Co*

Th is  was agreed«

LETTER FROM ACTING SECRETARY -GENERAL OF THE. UNITED NATIONS 
ADDRESSED TO THE SECRETARY -GENERAL, UNITED NATIONS WAR 
CRIMES .COMMISSION (DOC, A 10 ) .

• The CHAIRMAN fe31 sure th?.t everyone’ vrould 
agree wo ought to establish the c lo se st po ssib le  re la t io n s  
v/ith the U n ite d  Nations* I t  was the re fo re  necessary, i n  
answering t h is  le t t e r  from the U n ite d  N a tio n s, to g ive  them 
f u l l  access to  all the inform ation onl m a te ria l in  our poss
ession , which wo consider would lie o f in te re s t  to them*

That a tt itu d o  had been given e ffe c t  to  in  a d ra f t  ro p ly  
which Colonel Ledin^-ham had prepared and he asked the S ecreta ry 
General to  summarise the main points*

C olonel LUDIN&iAK said  th a t he proposed to inform  
the A c tin g  S e cretary -G eneral o f  the U n ite d  Nations what tho 
Commission had been doing in  respect o f  the c o lle c t io n  o f 
info rm a tio n  concerning human r ig h ts  a r is in g  from the t r i a l s  o f  
v/ar c r im in a ls ; ".Iso, in  gener.il term s, the class o f m a te ria l 
which th is  Commission had c o lle c te d , tho type o f Hesoarch 
work, on which i t  had been engaged and the exam ination o f 
clvargos i t  hau been engaged on since i t s  formation* .iio 
a lso  proposed to  mention th a t the Commission proposed to  
p u b lis h  La;: Reports o f T r ia ls  o f War Crim in'û.3 and th a t the

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/5e0fe1/



V
f i r a t  volume o f t h is  s o rie s  would appear s h o rt ly . The 
le t t e r  v/ould c o n c l u d e •

• • •

" I  am in s tru c te d  to  info rm  you th a t the 
U n ite d  Nations Vfar Crimes Commission i s  prepared 
to  g ive  the  Economic and S o c ia l C o u n cil o f the 

' U n ite d  N a tio n s e very assistance i n  implementing 
the R e so lu tio n  o f tho 21st June* 1946# mentioned 
i n  yo u r l o t t o r  of. 22nd J u l y ,  1 9 and to  make 
a v a ila b le  a l l  the m a te ria l :uid documents a t i t s

■ d isp o s a l« I t  v/ould hov/ever be advisa ble  to  moke 
arrangements re g a rd in g  tho most f i t t i n g  and con
ve n ie n t procedure to  bo adopted f o r  the  examin
a tio n  o f the gro a t amount o f m a te ria l which is  
a v a ila b le »

11 I t  i s  suggested, th a t  i f  a re p re se n ta tiv e  o f 
the Commission on Hunan R ig h ts  oould come to 
London, the whole m atter oould then be f u l l y  
discussed and the m a te ria l and documents re fe rre d  
to  examined*"

S i r  Robert CRAIGIE sa id  th a t he was not qu ite  d e a r  as 
to  what was meant by a “Commission on Human R ig h ts '^

. Monsieur dp BAER s a id  th a t he thought i t  was "human 
rdghta i n  the fu tu re "*  •

j
Dr*SZERER agreed w ith  M onsieur do Baer*

Tho CHAIRMAN said  th a t  the  l e t t e r  from  the U n ite d  
Nations sta te d  "The c o lle c t io n  and p u b lic a t io n  o f inform ation 
oonoem ing human r ig h t s  a r is in g  from  t r i a l s  ofvw ar crim in als , 
q u is lin g s  and t r a i t o r s  a n i i n  p a r t ic u la r  from  the Nuremberg St 
Tokyo t r ia ls " *  The B r i t is h  a u th o r it ie s  were p u b lis h in g  a 
report> volume by volume, .on the Nuremberg t r i a l  and he 
thought tho same was to  bo done* on the Tokyo t r ia l*  He thought * 
th a t a l l  the U n ite d  N a tio n s were asking f o r  was to  place at 
t h e ir  d is p o s a l, a l l  tho m a te ria l v/o had i n  t h is  connection*
^he* l e t t e r  v/hioh C o lo n e l LodingUam had d ra fte d  had ircLioated 
our w illin g n o 3 B  to  do t h is  and i f  wo cant th i*  l o t t o r  i t  vrould - 
open tho discussion*

\
•

S i r  Robort CRAIGIE said  he b e lie v e d  th a t the Secretary» 
General o f  the U n ite d  N ations was^£H Europe, and th a t i f  a 
meeting between him  and Lo rd  W right oould be arranged in  London 
boforo h is  re tu rn  to  the U n ite d  S ta te s , i t  would be possible 
to  discuss t h is  and o th e r m atters o f  common in te re st*

The S e cre ta ry -G e n e ra l v/as in s tru c te d  to  add a para
graph to  t h is  e ffe c t  to  tho l e t t e r  a lre a d y  d ra fte d  and which 
was now approved*

JURISDICTION OP COMMISSION OVER WAR CRIMES(Doc* C 217)

- 6-

Dr*HAYR-IIARTING presented to  the Commission the 
o p in io n  o f Committee I I I  on tho question  o f tho ju r is d ic t io n  
o f UNtfCC over war crim es committed i n  E th io p ia  d u rin g  tho 
Ita lo -A b y s s iJiia n  war (Doo* C 217)* I t  v/as suggested th a t . 
the question  should be d iv id e d  in to  two p a rts

1) whether tho Commission should r e s t r i c t  i t s e l f  
to  crime 3 coinmitted d u rin g  the la te  v/ar*

2) whether the Ita lo -A b y s s in ia n  v/ar should be 
regarded as a p:\rt o f the la te  v/ar, o r  as a 
separate war*

V
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L to  the Commission the 
js tio n  o f tho ju r is d ic tio n  
in  E th io p ia  during tho 

I t  v/as suggested that •
) irv/o parts i -

n should r e s tr ic t  i ts e lf  
ng the la te  v/or#

S3in ia n  v/ar should bo 
e la te  war# or as a

Co:nmittco I I I  had roachel the conclusion th a t 
there v/a3 no evidence to  chow th a t i t  v/as the v/ish o f momber 
Governments th a t the Commission should doal v/ith v/or crimes 
committed in  any o ther war, and th a t i t  was tho o p in io n  o f 
Governments th a t 110 d ire c t, connection existed betv/eon the 
Ita lo -A b y 3 s in ia n  v/ar and tho la te  v/or#

Dr#I[/iYR-HAiiTING requested tho Commission's approval 
o f  t h is  opinion#

The CHAIRMAN rem arked that th io  v/as a d if f ic u lt  
problem  and i t  would bo u 3e fu l i f  the Abyssinian Government 
v/ould 3Ubmit some cases#

S i r  Robert CRAIGIE considered th a t a re s o lu tio n  on 
th i3  p o in t would be u sefu l to  the B r i t is h  Fo re ig n  O ff ic e , i n  
tho cvont o f tlie question being raised  again in  Parliam ent*
H is  views on the m atter had beensm ght, when the m atter v/as 
ra is e d  p re v io u s ly , b u t, in  the absence o f any a u th o rity  from 
tho Commission, he had merely ind icate d  what ho thought might 
bo t h e ir  viev/s# He considered that i t  v/ould be unwise to 
onoourage tho E th io p ia n  Government to submit oases a r is in g  out 
o f the 1935 w a r ,'o n ly  to  be to ld  tha t nothing could be done 
by t h is  Commission*

Tho CtiaXRMAN said that he vjould l ik e  to  see at 
le a s t ono case, f o r  instance the use o f gas, though ho d id  not -  
th in k  the Commission could make th a t a r r e -r e q u is it o  to s ta tin g  
t h e ir  po sitio n #  Ho had alv/ays gone on tho assumption th a t the 
A b yssin ia n  war v/as outsido the soope o f the Commission1 s 
mandate* I n  the F a r E a s t, o f course, the indiotm ent went 
back as f a r  as 1928 and included tho Manchurian v/ar, the 
Nanking episode and the war which follow ed i t ;  and reaching 

'more modern tim es -  tho Chinese v/ar which s ta rte d  i n  1937«

Although the A byssinian v/ar v/a3 an outrage -  
against* luimanity, i t  v/as a separate chapter a n l a chapter call*~ 
in g  f o r  separate discussion# He assumed th is  to  be the view  
o f Committee I I I *  He d id  not der\y th a t there had been crimes 
against hum -m ity, o r  war crim es, o r  th a t i t  v/as a c rim in a l 
v/ar, but sim ply considered i t  outsido tho Commission's assign
ment# He asked the Commission to  adopt the v e ry  lu c id  re p o rt 
subm itted by Committee I I I #  The re p o rt was unanimously adoptod#

{
REPORTS OF COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN

Committoo I #
General do BAER submitted a  proposal in  connect

io n  v/ith tho co m p ila tio n  o f the Commission's l is t s #  In  a 
reoont mooting w ith  Coi^rdttec. I# i t  v/as pointed out tlia t 
considerable  d i f f i c u l t y  was boing experienced by the M i l i t a r y  
a u th o rit ie s  on account o f the w*,y i n  which the L is t3  v/oro 
presented# Colonel Halse a3ked whether, in  o rd e r to  obviate  
going through each o f  tho 2+0 l i s t s  published,when t r y in g  to 
trace  art in d iv id u a l who was i n  custody, i t  might be po ssib le  
to modify the L is t s ,  by p u ttin g  them i n  a lp h a b e tica l order 
o n ly , instead o f d iv id in g  then in to  sections according to 
co u n trie s  subm itting charges# A t f i r s t  i t  v/as thought th a t 
t h is  v/ould mean aft e n tire  re -c a s tin g  o f the L is t s ,  U it  Dr# 
L ita w s k i had a rr iv e d  at tho conclusion tha t i t  v/ould be poss
ib le  to  make a general a lph a b etical in le x  o f a l l  the names 
at present on the L is t s ,  and arrange ttie L is t s  in  fu tu re  a s. 
suggested above# The in te re s ts  o f N a tio n a l o ff ic e s  v/ould 
s t i l l  be preserved because, in  the in tro d u c to ry  se ctio n  to 
each new l i s t ,  the total* o f  persons charged by each N ational 
o ff ic o  v/ould bo c le a r ly  indicated# To give an idea* o f the 
imx*ort'jLnco o f the work, General de La cr said  th a t the general 
index o f names com prising the 2+0 l i s t s  already Issued would
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i n c l u d e  a b o u t  a  t h o u s a n d  p a g e s  a n d  t h e s e  v v c u ld  h a v e  t o  b o  s u b - d i v i d e d  

i n t o  f o u r  o r  f i v e  v o lu m e s  \7h i 0h  w o u ld  t h e n  b e  c i r c u l a t e d  t o  t h e  

v a r i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a p p r e h e n d in g  w a r  c r i m i n a l s  a n d  a l s o  

t o  t h e  N a t io n a l*  o f f i c e s  c o n c e r n e d #
•

' M E  C H A IR M A N  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  p l a n  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  s o  l u c i d l y  o u t *  

i f w g a  h y  R e n n g n l'" ’d e  B a e r  s e e m e d  t o  a f f o r d  n o  g r o u n d s  f o r  o b j e c t i o n  a n d  

t h a t  u n l e s s  t h e  C o m m is s io n , h a d  or\y o b s e r v a t io n s  t o  m a k e «  t h e y  w o u ld  . 

d e la y  G e n o r a l d tf B a e r  n o  lo n g e r «  a s  h o  v /a s  g o in g  a b r o a d  f o r  a  f e w  

w e e k s  a n l w a s  'a n x io u s  t o  g o t  g s z a y *

G e n e r a l d e  B a e r  t h e n  l e f t  t h e  m e e t in g *

G P 0 V T 0 A S 3 *

* / V* ' 1 * •

_  S i r  R o b e r t  C R A IG IE  w is h e d  t o  d i s c u s s  o n e  p a r t i c u l a r  a s p e c t  o f  t h e  

t e m p o r a r y  c l o s i n g  d o v /n  o f  C R 0 7 7 C A S S *  I t  w a s  n o w  t w o  a n d  a  h a l f  m o n t h s  

s i n c e  CROW  C A S S  h a d  b e e n  c l o s e d  d o w n  .o w in g  t o  t h e i r  m ó v e  t o  B e r l i n «

H e  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  o w in g  t o  c o m p l ic a t io n s  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  t h e  m o v q # i t  

w a s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  s i x  m o n t h s  b e f o r e  t h e y  w o u ld  b e  o p e r a t i n g  s m o o t h ly  

a n d  c e r t a i n l y  t h a t  b e f o r e  t h e y  c o u l d  o a t c h  u p  w i t h  a r r e a r s *  T h i s  

m e a n t  t h a t  d e t e n t i o n  r e p o r t 's  w o u ld  n o t . b e  d e a l t  w i t h  d u r i n g  t h a t  

p e r io d #  I t  s e e m e d  t o  h it a  'im p o r t a n t  t h a t  » a s  « D o n  a s  a  m a n  w a s  d e t a in e d «  

n o t i f i c a t i o n  s h o u ld ’ b e  s e n t  , t o  t h e  N a t i o n a l  o f f i c e s ,  o t h e r w is e  t h e r e  

w o u ld  b e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  d e l a y * a n d ' t h e .  m a c h in e r y  w o u ld  b e  t h r o w n  o u t  o f  geaa 
H e  w o n d e r e d  w h e t h e r  i t  m ig h t  .b e  p o s s i b l e  f o r  t h e  C o m m is s io n  t o  m a k e  

s o m e  - t e m p o r a r y  a r r a n g e m e n t  Y t it h  C R D V fC A S S  i n  r e g a r d  t o  d e t e n t i o n  

r e p o r t s # . < I t  m ig h t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  a s k  t h e  v a r i o u s  a u t h o r i t i e s  -  B r i t i s h ,  

A r t e r io a n  a n d  F r e n c h ,  -  v / h e t h e r  t h e y  w o u ld  s e n i  t h e  C o m m is s io n  l i s t s  o r  

c o p i e s  o f  r e p o r t s  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  s e n t  t o  O R O W C A SS s i n c e  t h e y  h a d  d o s e d  

d o w n  i n  P a r is #

T h e  C H A IR M A N  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  r e p o r t s  i n c l u d e d  a  v e r y  

l a r g e  n u m b e r  o f  s e c u r i t y  s u s p e o t s *  . •*
'* . • i ' •

S i r  R o b e r t  C R A IG IE  a g r e e d  t h a t  a  l a r g e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s o o u r i t y  

s u s p e c t s  w h o  w e r e  n o t  w a r  c r i m i n a l s  w a s  i n d u d o d ,  b u t  h e ' s t r e s s e d  t h e  

im p o r t a n c e  o f  b r i d g i n g  t h e  g a p #  T h e r e  h a d  a l r e a d y  b e e n  a  v e r y  r e g r e t t »  

a b le  d d a y  a n d  n o  o n e  Y / is h e d  i t  t o  l a s t  a n o t h e r  s i x  n i n t h s »

T h e  C H A IR M A N  asked D r# L ita w sk i Yfhether h e  had any id e a  o f  
tho p ro p o rtio n  o f  seoOirity suspects to  v/ar o rim in a ls .

• P r # L IT A W S K I r e p l i e d  t h a t  u p  t o  9Qfc  O f  s o o u r i t y  s u s p e c t s  v ? e r o  
in o lu d e d *  . '

V

S i r  R o b e r t  Q R A IG IE  s a i d  t h a t  v /h a t  t h e ' C o m m is s io n  V A jr e  c o n c e r n e d  

w it h  w a s  t h e  d e t e n t i o n  o f  n a m e s  a p p e a r in g  o n  t h e i r  l i s t s  a n i  a d d e d  t h a t  

s o  f a r  a s  t h e  B r i t i s h  a u t h o r i t i e s  w e r e  c o n o e m e d  t h e y  w o r e  a l r e a d y  

t a k i n g  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  s t e p s #  H Í 3 i n t e n t i o n  vttxs t o  e n q u i r e  v r h e t h e r  t h e  

U ,S .A *  a n d  F r e n c h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  v / o u ld  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  t a k e  s i m i l a r  

a c t i o n  a s  r e g a r d s  t h e i r  p a r t  i n  t h e i r  a u t h o r i t i e s #
• #

■M.MAILLAKD agreed jbo g ive  a l l  assistance possible#

. . .  , Ij^eut» K IN T N E R  agreed to do, a l l  th a t was necessary to f a c i l 
i t a t e  the Y/orking o f the plan#

1 . *

J r t  C ! j A IH y AN  c o n s i d e r e d ’ i t  a  p u r e l y  p r a c t i c a l  q u e s t i o n  a n l  

í u '  C o l o n e l  L u o k  c a m e  o v e r ,  i t  m ig h t  b e  p o s s i b l e
t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  p o i n t  a n d ‘ a r r i v e  a t  so m e  p r a c t i c a l  s o l u t io n #
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S i r  Robert CRAIGIE 3aid, th a t the matter was being discussed 
vd th  the B r i t is h  a u th o r it ie s , as to  whether the Commission could 
o b ta in  copies o f d ete ntio n  re p o rts  from the time CROWCASS had closed 
down i n  P a r is , u n t i l  i t  was i n  operation in  B erlin*  He expressed the 
hope th a t the U .S . A* and French representatives would a sce rta in  whether 
t h e ir  a u th o rit ie s  would "be ready to assist i n  t h is ,  bearing i n  mind 
th a t  the l i o t s  should he re s tr ic te d  to  war crim inals*»

CZECHOSLOVAKIAN GOVERNMENTS REQUEST FOR EXTRADITION CERTIFICATE
( NANDOR BATISFALVY)

4 -
I t  was agreed th a t the e x tra d itio n  c e r t if ic a te  f o r  Nandor 

B a t is f a lv y  he given  to  the Czechoslovakian Govomment*

Dr*HARKOVIC requested th a t he might ho given o rd in a ry  c e r t i f i c 
ates f o r  handing over o f three German ’War crim in a ls  l is t e d  tha t mornig 
by Committee L* . T h is  was agreed in  view o f urgency*

LETTER REGARDING.TRACING & SURRENDER OF ALLEGED WAR CRIMINALS'
(DOC* A* 11)

- 9 -

The CHAIRMAN then requested Conmander Mouton to  read h is  le t t e r  
o f 30 th  Ju ly*

A f t e r  he had done so the Chairman enquired whether the N ether
lands had in v e s tig a tio n  teams and lia is o n  o ffice rs*  *

Conmander IDUTON re p lie d  th a t they had, but th a t they were ra th e r
small*

The CHAIRMAN pointed out th a t a l l  the in v e s tig a tio n  teams were 
sm all andlth a t i t  was almost impossible to  increase then* I t  was to 
be hoped th a t co u n trie s  would a ssist each o th e r in  t h is  d if f ic u lt y *
He'agreed th a t the teams might be in s u ff ic ie n t  i n  number, hut so f a r  as 
h is  experience went, they v.ero w onderfully e f f ic ie n t  a n l onergetic*
He was v e ry  s a t is f ie d  vdth- the re s u lts  obtained and d id  not th in k  tha t 
any adm onition would be ju s t i f ie d ,  but o f course the more the teams could 
he increased the hotter* I t  was a m atter f o r  cach Government to  seek 
the c o -o p e ra tio n  of- the M i l i t a r y  A u th o ritie s  in  the va rio u s Zones and 
he understood th a t th is  had already been agreed*

Dr* SCHRAlI-NrnLSEN remarked that Denmark had a L ia is o n  O ff ic e r  
but no inve stig a tin g .te a m s and was ve ry  much i n  the srtrne p o s it io n  as 
the Netherlands*

•

The CiLiIRMAN said  that the Moscow D e cla ra tio n  was w ell-known, 
but- i t  had not been ve ry  active* However, i f  the Commission thought 
th a t any good could be done by a re s o lu tio n  c r i t i c i s i n g  the present 
s itu a t io n , th a t was a m atter f o r  the Commission* He, however, was not 
prepared to support any such thin£>

C o .n a n le r IDUTON wished to explain  what he had a c tu a lly  i n  
mind* The Commission had i n  the past discussed plans fo r a spcoial 
body f o r  the searching o f war crim in als  in  Germany, t u t  these never 
m a te ria ls ie d  and he thought tho Commission were s a t is f ie d  th a t the- 
a l l ie d  a u th o rit ie s , in  co -o pera tio n  w ith  the in v e s tig a tin g  tearrvs, wore 
doing th o ir  job*

Kr*HORNE le f t  the meeting.

' The CiLAIRjlAN suggested that what Commander Mouton wanted 
v/a3 th a t the member governments should increase t h o ir  in v e s tig a tin g  
teams*

1 VI)
V
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Commander EDUTON considered thr.t h is  country was not i n  a 
p o s itio n  to  cope w ith  the number o f crim in a ls  on i t s  l is ts *  T h e ir

■ p re -w ar number o f ' experienced p o lic e  was d in in is h e d  by a c e rta in  
number o f  t r a i t o r s .  The p o lic o  have to cope w ith  a o rin e  wave -  a 
normal feature' a f te r  a war, w ith  the number o f t r a i t o r  oases t h a t  

they have i n  hand, the c o lle c t in g , o f  evidence f o r  the C o m m is s io n ,  

and they a r e  th e re fo re  not i n  a p o s itio n  send out a l a r g e  n u n b e r .  o f 
eaqperienbed o f f ic e r s  w ith  a knowledge-of German and E n g lis h  t o  s e a r c h  

in -th e  occupied zones o f G erm ryo  Though theyappreciated the a s s i s t 

ance given by o th e r in v e s tig a tin g  teams, he wondered i f  i t  w o u ld  "be 

possible  to  ask e x is t in g  in v e s tig a tin g  toans co n ce ntrating  on crim es 
committed against t h e ir  own subjeots to  include i n  t h e ir  work the 
searoh f o r  war o rim in a ls  l is t e d  by o ther co un trie s»

The CHAIRMAN sympathised w ith  Commander Mouton4 s  r e q u e s t  b u t  

suggested th a t h is  com plaint should be inspected more c lo s e ly , i n  

o rde r to  see whether i t  was ju s t i f ie d »  He said  i t  w a s  un fo rtu na te  
th a t the terra " l i a i s o n  team" had been Used, when " i n v e s t i g a t i n g  teen* 
w a s  r e d l y  meant* The vrtiole d i f f i c u l t y  now was, a n d  h e  h a d  c h e c k e d  

th is  w ith  the Aocrtfoan a u c L B rit is h  JAG and to  so m e  e x t e n t  w i t h  t h e  

French, the extreme d i f f i c u l t y  i n  g e ttin g  r e a l ly  q u a l i f i e d  • p e o p le  

.to c a rry  out in ve s tig a tio n *  There were a c e rta in  number -  a n d 't h e  

q u a lity  was v e ry  h igh  indeed -  but they wore lim ite d , a n d  ,  v e r y  

n a tu ra lly , the M i l i t a r y  a u th o r it ie s  f3 e l th a t what have f i r s t  c l a i m  

o n  t h e ir  se rvices are the a t r o c it ie s  committed on t h e ir  o w n  p e o p le #  

and they have t h e ir  hands f u l l  v/ith these» He t h o u g h t  i t  m o s t  u n 

fortunate  th a t a country l ik e  H o llan d  was unable to  produce a 
s u ff ic ie n t  number o f teams to  Cope w ith  the work to  be done» ; H& 
thought th a t each team would do i t s  best to  help  any o th e r team, b u t  

he d id  not s h rin k  from saying th a t a team* s f i r s t  d u ty  w a s  to  t h e i r  

own people» He sa id  th a t the problem stated by Commander Mouton w a s  

not p e c u lia r  *to the Dutcho The Norwegians -had been w orking v e ry  
hard,' as also had the French and the Czoohs»

«' Commander MOUTON sta te d  th a t i t  was h is  hope th a t , i n  the 
fu tu re i i ?  the a l l ie d  occupying a u th o rit ie s  were ready v/ith t h e ir  • 
own cases they would proceed to  a s s is t the ’Dutch in  t h e ir  tro u b le s »

The CHAIRMAN thought th a t , from conversations he had had, 
they woula not bo ready f o r  some considerable time* He thought th a t 
the Commission should w rite  and thank Commander Mouton f o r  h fs  l e t t e r ,  
the object of whioh was understood and v/ith which the Commission were 
i n  sympathy* The Commission were f u l l y  possessed o f the gre at d e s ir 
a b i l i t y  of searching out and apprehending war c rim in a ls » I t  i s  
acknowledged th a t the nunber o f teams is  too small* but i t  should be ■ • 
pointed out th a t the A l l ie d  Governments, a t a time l ik e  t h is ,  were 
doing t h e ir  best to  provide  a 's u f f ic ie n t  number o f equipped i n v e s t i g 
a to rs  and though undoubtedly t h e ir  f i r s t  d u ty  would be towards t h e ir  
fe llo w  n a tio n a ls , they would always do th e ir - best to  help  any o th e r 
country which had found i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  equip i t s e l f  w ith  tra in e d  
in v e s tig a to rs »

# . '* % 

L ie u t»K IN TNER stated th a t he found h in s e lf  i n  sympathy 
w ith  the problem o f Connander Mouton and- on b e h a lf o f the American 
Government, promised to  do e ve ryth in g  p o ss ib le  to  give  a d d itio n a l 

assistance to  the Dutch i n  the American zoneo

S i r  Robert CRAIGIE sa id  th a t i t  occurred to him th a t i f  
Commander Mouton gave h im  a  l o t t e r  e xp la in in g  the p a r t i c u l a r  d i f f i c 
u lt y w h ic h  H olland  had i n  p u tt in g  teams in to ' the f ie ld ,  then he would 
put i n  an appeal fo r  such assistance as was po ssib le  to  be given to  

w ? 1 a u th o ritie a  i n  tra c k in g  down o f t h e ir  crim inals*  He 
asked Commander Mouton to  re a lis o  however th a t the work o f the B r i t is h  
i n  t h e ir  zone was becoming in c re a s in g ly  d i f f i c u l t ,  but 3a id  th a t thev 
would at le a s t tiave the fa c ts  o f H o lla n d ’ s d i f f i c u l t i e s  before them»
. /

The CHAIRMAN said th a t when he was in  V/ashinnton. he had 
several ta lk s  w ith  General Green and the JAG a u th o rit ie s  there»
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General Green had pointed  out that the c h ie f d i f f i c u l t y  ytcxs 

to  increase the numbers o f t h e ir  teams w ith  men Y/ith s u ff ic ie n t  
knowledge and experience* The man shortage in  England i s  ve ry  
so rio u s -  i t  i s  serious even i n  America»

A t t h is  p o in t Dr* SCHRAM-N3ELSEN le f t  the neoting»

The CHAIRMAN inform ed the Commission th a t t h is  y/os the la s t  
time they v/ould have present vdth them the P u b lic  R e latio ns O ffic e r*  
M r»Gibsoru He had done e xc e lle n t vrork, but the time had oome v&en 
the pressure o f o ther in te re s ts  had nade i t  apparent th a t the P u b lio  
R e latio ns O f f ic o r  was not so e ssentia l a p a rt o f  the s ta ff  as ho had 
been a t the time o f h is  appointment# Ho v/as sure th a t the C o m is 3 io n  
v/ould a l l  agree in  thanking Mr*Gibson fo r  the aealous and able work 
he had done*

T h is  v/as c a rrie d  unanimously»
i

Mr# GIBSON thanked the Chairman fo r  h is  k iw i v/ords and said  
th a t he had been aware th a t h is  appointment would e v e n tu a lly  have to  
coma to  an end* He thanked the members o f the Commission f o r  t h e ir  
kindness to  him d uring h is  term o f office*

/,L T
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