No. 68130 JAG.
EQ.Allied Land Forces
South Bsst Asies Comr =

6th November, 1948. i
Ccumander, :

Singapore District, i

Reference the proceedings of the trial by
Military Court of the above-named accused,and the
attached petitionm.

1. The sccused was tried by HMilitary Couris

from 14th - 17th October, on a charge of comsitiing a

war crime by being comcerned in the ill-treatment of

Priscners of War resulting in the death of some and

in physical suffering to others. Le wzs convicled of the :
charge except that the court made a special finding %
excluding the causing of the death of scme &.though ;
inciuding the cemsing of the death of one LAC.L.Thomscm. :
He was sentiveed to death by hanging. -

2. This ease is connected with trne Ambon case, im .
which as you wiil reamsuler Lieut.Col.Anamd, "Bamboo ssori® 3
@nd others were sentenced to death for crimes in Azbon
Island snd on the 85.Maros sareq. This asccused was not
tried with the others invoived in the Ambon atrocitles,in
as mach s he had not arrived until very much later than i
the main body of the camp staff and it was therefore
considered more equitable that he should be tried :

separately. >

3. The facts of the cass are set cut in the

abstrect of evidenee attached to tha proceedings. It wiil

be well to point out hcwever that &t his trial two

witnesses, F/Lt.Blackwood and Pt.Jan Schreuders a peared '
in person and in genersl testifled that this Koreen Guard i
whilst in charge of the cookhouse &t Ambon cemp wielded i

oolgohmmrm-mndlummanm
of terror throughou
thrashing

at the . He was moted for the terrible
s which he infiie on sll who csme in contaet
he behaved throughout with a vicicus brutality i
A which is ail the more blameworthy when one ccnsiders that i
| Ry Py mmnawﬂmrmpmu“tﬂtmm :
: iarge numbers were in a dying condition. ke was responsible
for with-holding food ngnnos and during the voyage on the
SS.Maros largR when the resh water supply was very curtalled
he beat men for dragging themseives to a water pipe from :
whiech fresh water was running through small holes in the ®
canvas pi.r. Everything posdible to hev: mede the Priscners :
lives @& uwtohnbmhohms‘. ;
F/0.Mamon sta s * of his daily amasement was to 3
move around the parti rly sick Prisoners of War hitting 3
them on the head with a heavy piece s this
n.m.:oh;nm"hu_ by about 8* thick. He foliowed
: beatings by demonstrations of ju-jitsa on the very :
ck Primoners of War throwing them over his shoulder on to 3
accelerated by
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4. With regard to the death of LAC.Thomson,
in whose death of the prisoner has been found to have
besn ooneomdl this occurred on.the 58.karos Maru.
remely sick at the time and it 13 alleged
that he could not walk and was delirious, Ie was uwa
slong the crowded deck to get some fresh water when
Keneoka Kike saw him snd began beating him with the small
stick which he always carried. He rained a continuous
series of blows in quick succession on Thomson's forehead
hitting him about twenty or thirty times. When he had
finished Thomscn collapsed on the deck. This inclident toock
place shout 3 p.M.. On the foliowing morning Thomson
was dead snu was buried &t sea, Affidavits Cpld.Cooper
and F/0gt.Almond tutil‘z as to the death of Thomson and
sre 8 remarkebly cunsistent sccount of the whole transsction.
* In his defence, the accused, whilst edmitting & certain
amount of minor asssults on prisoners utterly denies the
reputation ascribed to him by the prosecution witnesses and
in perticuler stated that he had never beaten sick Priscners
of War nor had he gone to their guarters. In his petition
he urges for consideration thet he on one occasion stole ;
medicine to give to & patient who was suffering from hari berl
snd that he gave twc officers special foed, I de nct
consider that these petty instances, if ihey are true, can
count to any materisl edtent in nis favour end in view of
his terrible record of systematle brutallty, 1 cannot advise

that the sentence should be commiveéd.

8. in my opinion these proceedings are in
order, there is le evidence to suppost the conviction and
I sévise confirma of the finding. snd sentence. There
1 25 nothlng in the petition which would glve euthority for
he sentence and 1 suggest that it should be

reducing
dismissed.
P
: Colonel,
offg. D.J.&.G.Allld Land Forces,
. s.‘.‘.
FCAK/PS,
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