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Statement attributable to the Spokesman for the Secretary-
General on South Africa’s withdrawal from the International
Criminal Court

25 October 2016 | Articles, Information for Media, Latest News, News and Media, Secretary-General
message

The Secretary-General regrets the decision of the South African Government to
withdraw from the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court. He recalls the significant role played
by South Africa in the establishment of the International Criminal Court, including as one of the first
signatories of the Rome Statute. He hopes South Africa will reconsider its decision before its withdrawal
takes effect.

The Secretary-General believes that the International Criminal Court is central to global efforts to end
impunity and prevent conflict. He is confident that Member States will continue to further strengthen the
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Court, thus helping deter future atrocities across the globe. He also hopes that States that may have
concerns regarding the functioning of the Court seek to resolve these matters in the Assembly of States
Parties to the Rome Statute.

New York, 24 October 2016
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South Africa was one of the original 51 founding members of the United Nations, which came into
existence on 24 October 1945. Since its inception the membership of the Organization has grown to 192
States. More »
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