g
,J  Def. Doc. No, 2097 Exh. No. < 20272.0

P

Translated by
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INTERNATIONAL MITLITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TH® FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
-VS=
ARAKI Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition (Translaotion)

Deponent: MIYO, Tatsukichi
Residence: No. 36, Taira-machi,
Meguro-K:, Tokyo-to
Born: January 12, 1902

Having first duly sworn an oath as ean attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country
I hereby depose as follows.

T was formerly a navy captain.

During the period from November 1939 to December
I19‘42, T served as a commander in the Operations Section
- of the Navy General Staff in the capacity of a staff officer
m of the Imperial Headquarters, taking charge of affairs

d MRiacpagative to aerial operations.

v The followirz is what I was enabled to learn, at that

time by virtue of my official position, concerning the

:IJ ' advance of Japanese forces to South French Indo-Chkina,
SPT}. ch took plan while I was on duty in the Navy General

Stpff.

1. At the time of my assumption of office in the Navy
General Staff, it was a consistant pollcy pursued not only
. by the Navy, but by the en.irz naticn, to try and effect
<:TEWﬁ“ speediest possible settlement ci the China affair.

—
-
)
-

Now, Japan's deadlocked land orerations in Chira had
4w, Created such a situation as requiring the erforcement of
;:>conomic bleckede arainst China as an all-important
5 I"‘?:_ '.fr

Y

:3: w— actor in the solution of the Incident,

CA) BER) | Our advance to South French Indo-China was prompted
y various eccnomic and political necessities, but what

(®)) : e, as parties directly concerned in military operations,
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felt most imperative of all reasons for this action was
the necessity to avert a collapse of our national defense
for one thing, and, for another, to bring the China affair
to an early conclusion by m=ans of an over-all economic
blockade of our hostile neighlor,.

It was about the beginning of July, 1941, if I remember
right, that the First Deparimeat Chlef of the Navy General
Staff, while ordering us oneration. officers to make pre-
parations for the proposed move to Frercn Indo-China,
initiated us into the reason briefly in the following terms
why such a step was inevitable,

Much to the obstruction to our intended conclusion
of the China affair, the Anglo-Anerican aid to the Chiang
Kail-shek regime through the southwestern part of Caina is
growing .increasinglv vigorous. Worse still, the United
StategyBritain, Caina and the Netherlands are acting in
coneert, forming against our country the so-call%A B C D Line".
They are pushing on with their steady vwar-preparations and
at the same tlime hardening their economic pressure upon
us., Here, in illustration of this fact, we may take the
failure of the Jepan-Tutch-India negotiations as one of the
most outstanding cases. \

"What is more, their evil influence is now reaching
for French Irndo-Cnina and Thailandj end in fact, theve
are indications that the de Gaullist Partisans and other
anti-Japerase elemente in French Indo-China are, in collu=-
sion with the Britichers, inducing all French I=do-China
to go over to the Anglo-American camp. There ic indeed
an unmistakabie possibility of its becoming ancther Gyrla,
If so, it is ten %o onz that Thailend will allicw herself
to be won over to the sngle-American grovp in view of her
prevailing domestic and foreign relations.
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Should such & situstfion be crested, the ABCD front would be in-
vineibly fortified, forcing Jepen to be completely isoleted end shatter-
ing our project of bloclkeding China whereby early to settle the Incident.
Suppose we hed our economic relations with Theilend and French Indo-
China broken off, what would be the result? Dxcluded from Anglo-
American trede os we octually erc and with the economic negotiations with
the Nethorlande East Indies ending in failurc, Jepan would now suffer
an economic collepse and be forced to fall on her knees before the joint
ARCD pressure, to spesk nothing of e successful sottlerent of the China
effair.

*Suppozc that British end some other allied Torces mede e move into
French Indo-China, it would be very probable thet the de Caullist ele-
ments end other anti-Jepenese groups, would work together with these
occupation troops, and provoke our forccs stetioned in North French
Tndo-China to & clash with them, which would ultirately leed to serious
consequences.

"Tf we wish to prevent such en unhappy event to occur, the only
possible way for us, though not e desireble one, is to get eheed of
other powers by oursclves dispetehing troops to South Frenc: Indo-China.
Therc is no elternative.

"Speeking from the French standpoint, she will surely welcome the
jdes of defending her possession in East Asia conjointly with Jepan,
with o viow to preventing it from bocoming & second Syrie."

2. Reletive to the edvence of Japenese troops to South French
Indo-China, I will mention two fects.

(1) When I took office in the Newy General Staff, I found thet the Nevy
hed alreedy beon on its guard ageinst Japen being {nvolved in World Wer
III

The Nevy had becn consistently opposed to our country entering into
an allience with Cermany and Itaely, for fecr that such a move on our
pact would csuse increesing friction with the United States end Britain,
and, moreover, would imply & donger for our country being embroiled in
war. '
Our Nevy, efter the conclusion of the Triportite Fect, toolk speciel
ceution so that the Pact might not unnecesserily impose fighting obli-
gations on Japan. It ebeolutely refrained from refeiring to eny idee of
concerted military operations with Germeny ond Ttely or similer courses
of sction; for we were in dreed thet if we shonld wnwittingly telk -
pbout such ce eny possidle ogrcoment cmong the threc nations for joint
militery operetions. Cermeny and Ttely would et once tcke the Japanese
Nevy to be disposed to join in the wer, cnd would even try to compell
us under the terms of the Pect to fight their battlcs.

Sueh wes the preceution thet wvas cdopted by the Japanese Navy at the
time of Japan's occupetion of South French Indo-China, cnd this pres
ecautions ettitude on the part of our Navy wes kcpt up to the time

-3 -
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immedintely before the outbreeai of the Pecific “er. It is obvious from
this fect that before tho opening of tho Pocific Wer thops hed been no
joint operation egrooment existing dmény + Jepen, Cermeny, and Itely.
(2) Whon the Japoneso militery move to South French Indo-Chine wes
leunched, we steff officers who werc respongible for the formulation
of war plans had no mention whetsocver for ver in the Pecific ereé, nor
hed we any plens or properstions under such intention. It may cleerly
be seen from this thet the Jepenese cdvence to Bouth French Indo-Chine
wae no preliminery step thot had been teken in roodiness for the Facific
'ﬂro

When I first ceme to meke errcngements for the advence to South
¥ronch Indo-China of cwr troops, I wes much snnoyed to find that these
wes no adeguete militery information aveileble onger ing the place.
For instence, whoen I wentoed to kmow ebout of i%;ﬁ’ § found therc wes
no dste to wor' upon other then those motericls collected by civilien
interests, end it was from thesc moegpy motericls thet 1 meneged some-
how to get genoral idees. The fret-findinz survey that was conducted
on the spot after our entry into the region reveealed numerous errors
in our previous caclculation.
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Immed iately before the advance of our troops to South French
Indo-China the Unitod Stato@.Britcin, and the Nethorlands almost
simultaneously cut off econcmic relations vith us and placed a
ban on their oil cxports to Japan. Japan, thus tekon oy surprisc,
endoavored to get tho straincd situation cascd in my W&V, but thepo
was no prospect of hor offorts meoting with succoss; on the ‘eontrory
things continued to go fram bad to worse, with dark clouds hovoring
ovorhoad. Tho outcome of all this was tho Soytomber 6 decision of
our National polig . .

Imedistoly followd ng the above docision cause orders from
our Scetion Chiof in Which he said that tho Govornmaont had docided to
make properations for war moment at the
4L BCD front, and that we thout
dolay to study cnd formulato plans of campaign in line with tho
government policy. To me, as one of the officors in charge oThad v
oporations, it appeared, a shoer absurdity to try to fight against
the four Powers whon we wore finding the single China affeir too
much for us. So I said to the Scetion Chicfy "With our air foroe 80O
poorly eguipped, we cen't excopt to wage war on the four Fowers with
confidonce of succoss.” Thereupon the chief said admonishinglys
"It is not the question of our going into war bocausc W are swo of
succesa, or staying out of it because we C&Ie not surc of it. Wie arc
simply forced to be reedy for any eventuality of war for the sake of
self ~doponsoJt is not for a war of our choico that we now stage
preoparationst

Faithfully following this admonition of our Scction Chiof's, Wwo nOW

sot to work on the preparation of military operational plans for a
solf-dofensive war in assumption that such might occur and it was with
this intcntion that we pushed on with our undertakings. It was about
the beginning of September. that is more than a month aftor the Japanoso
military occupetion of Eouth Froneh Indo-China that we started %o for=-
malate plans with a view 40 the possipility of a conflict with tho

four powers which ultimately developed into the Pacific #ar.

On this 15th dey of Sugust, 1947.
Lt To_k_:zc-

Deponents /S/ KIYO, TLTSUKICHI

1, YiSUDi, SHIGEO, heroly cortify that tho above statenont was
sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signature and scal thereto
in the presence of this witnoss.

On the samo date, at _LQICYO

Witnosss /S/ YLSUDL‘SHIGEO. 5
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In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/8/ MIYO, TLTSUKICHI
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