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INTERNATIO~TAL TUT,ITARY TRI'3UNAL FOR Tl!F. FAR EAST 

THE UNITED STATES OF A?l.ERICA, et ~l 
-vs-

ARAKI Sadao , et al 

Sworn Deposition (Transl~tion ) 

Deponent : MIYO, Tatsukichi 
Residence: No . 36 , Taira-mach1, 

Meguro-K·•, Tokyo- to 
Born : J anu3ry 12 , 1902 

Having first duly sworn nn oath as an attached sheet 
and in accordance v1i th the proc·edure followed in my country 
I hereby depose as follows . 

I was formerly a navy captain . 

~ . ... During the period from November 1939 to December 
1942, I served as a cornr.lander in the Operations Section 

:::t:1 1or the Navy General Staff in the capacity of a staff officer 
f""T1 of ~he Imperial Headquarters, taking charge of affairs --I ~tive to aerial operati ons . 

Lr~ T~e follo'.vir6 is what I was enabl ed to learn, at that 
.,., time by virtue of r.iy official position, concerning the 
.At.J · advanc0 of Japanese forces to South French Indo-Ctina, 
~ t-fJ. !~ch took plan while I was on duty in the fJavy General 
~ 

/ 
, strff . 

1 . At the time of my assu~ption of office in the Navy --1 General Staff, it v1ns a co~ ·'> : star.~ p0llcf p11rsued not only 
0 r"~ by the ?Javy , but by the t. !1 .. 1. i"~ iw. ~ j en, to try and effect 

.J~~ speediest possible settle!l1ent cf the Ch:..na affair . 

~ Now, J apan's deadlocked land oDerntions in China had 

0 C
i)created such a si tuntion as r equir ing the eI"for cement of 

conomic bl~ckede aeainst China as an all-important 
"-;;JI' actor in the s olution of the Incident . 
~ ,-~ 
W --o· .. ~::x_ \ Our advance to South Fre:ich I r1do-China was prompted 

y various ecc!!oinj c ond poli t l ~al riecossi ties, but what 
O'.) e , as parties directly concerned in military operations, 
..... 
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felt most imperative ot all reasons for this action was 
the necessity to avert a collapse of our national defense 
for one thing, and, for another, to bring the China affair 
to an early conclusion by m~ans of an over-All economic 
blockade of our hostile neighlor. 

It was about the b~ginning of July, 1941, if I r~nqmber 
right, that the F1~st Dc~~~t~ent Chief of the Navy General 
Staff, while ordi?r! ni; U!> Ol"or-i t ion. off!C'?i'S to rn11kt:? pre­
parations for the propo:H"l'.i mo:e to Fre1 ~n Indo-Gh'?1a, 
initiated us into th~ re~~on briefly in the following terms 
why such a step was inevl t able. 

MUch to the obstruction to our intended conclusion 
of the China affnir, the Anglo-American a1d to t hP C~1P-ng 
Kai-shek regime throueh the southv;estern part of C~1ina is 
growing . 1n~rF.asi!"gly •.r1.gor':'hS. \'!ors~ sti 11, the United 
State,,Brit~in , Chln:l and the Netherlands are actlng i n 
concert, forrni~g &eainst ou~ country the so-call'~ B C D Line". 
They are pushing on v•.i th t.!:'l~:~r steEiJy \~ar-preparations and 
at the same tlme r.~~~eninb their economic pressure upon 
us. Here, in illustr~ ~ ~on of this f1ct , we aay take the 
failure of the J2pa~-tutch-India negotiations as one of the 
most outstanding cases. , 

"What is more, their evil influence ia now reaching 
for French Irdo-Cnina tlnd Thailand J and in fact , theJ.·e 
are indications thnt the da Gaullist PArtls~ns and other 
anti-Jap1:.r.~s1;? elem€'lnts in French Indo·-Chi.nP. are , in ~ollu­
sion wit~ th~ B~jtiEhe~s, inducing all Fre~ch I ndo-Chlna 
to go ov3r to t~e Anrlo-Amgr1can ca~p. There i~ i~d~~d 
an unmista.r~atlc ;:.o.?~ibiJity of its becoming :11:ct.!1e:;: ~;yrla. 
If so, it is ten ~o on~ t~ot Thail&nd will a~} :w herself 
to be won OV•!r t'J th~ .l\Jl#!lo-Ar,Prican group in view of her 
prevailing domestic and foreign relations. 
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Should such a situation bo ci:eoted, the AOOD front would be in­
vincibly fortified, forcina Japan to bo completoly isolated end shatter­
ing our project of bloc!-:eding Chino whor,..by oorl:, to sett lo the Incident• 
Suppose we hod our economic roletions with Thoilond aud French Indo­
Chine broken off , what would bo the rePult? ~eluded from Anglo­
knerioan trade as '7e actually ere and \1i. th tho ccor.omio nogotietiona with 
the Hethorlonds ~st I ndieo endin .. in fail urc, Jo pan would now suffer 
an economic collnpso a nd be !orced to foll on her knoes before the joint 
AICD pressuro, t o speak nothin6 of e succoeoful sottlcr.nnt of tho China 

etfair. 
•suppoco that British end some other allied forces made o move into 

French Indo-C~ina , it woulO be very proboblo that tho de Caulliat olo· 
menta and other onti-Jcpeno~o groups, would wor': totcther wi t ll tboso 
occupation troops, end provoke our forces stationed in North Jl'ench 
Jndo-China to e clash with them, "hich \Tould ultiretely l ced to serioWJ 
consequences. 

•If \Te wish to prevent such on unhappy event to occur. the only 
possiblo "ey for us, thou.sh not e dosiroble ono, is to get ahead of 
other powers by oursel vos di spatohin.,: troops to South Frenc:1 Indo-China . 
Tboro is no elternotive. 

•spoeking from the French standpoi nt, she will surely welcome the 
idea of dofonding hor possoesion in F.ast Asia conjointly rrith Jepen, 
•1th e view to preventing it froo b ecoming a socond Syria . • 

2 . Re~etive to the advonce of Jepenese troops to South French 
Indo-China , I uill montion tuo foots . 
(1) When I took office in tho NovY General Stoff , I found that the Navy 
hed olreody boon on its gu.crd agoinat Japan boing involved in World War 

11. 
The Navy bed .been consistently opposod to our oountl"Y entering into 

en allianoo \1ith Qermuiy ond Itoly, for feor that such a move on our 
pact would csuae incroc.sinc friction with tho Uni ted Stetos and Br! tein, 
ond , moreover , would i nwlY a doncor for our country being e.nbroiled in 

war . 
Our Uovy, after tho conclusion of t he Tri~rtite Pe.ct , took special 

caution ao that tho Pact might not unneceaaerily iJll90So fighting obli­
gations on Japan. It absolutel7 refrained from rcf~lTill!; to eny idoc ot 
concerted military o~retions with Germany ond Jt aly or s imilar courses 
of action; for ne ':Tero in dret'd that if ":o should 1unwittinelY telk 
ebout such c.s eny possi'i>le agrcoiront t>mo08 the thrao notions for joint 
military 0~1cretions. C'.re1'100ny and rtol y would ct once tcke the Japoneso 
Navy to be disposed to join in the wor , end would even try to compell 
us under the t erms of tho Peet to fi~ht their bottles. 

Such m.a ·i;he pl·ocoution thct \fOS adopted by the Japonese Navy at tho 
tim of Japan ' s occupation of South French Indo-Chino , end this pre • 
cauti ons at ti tudo on the pert of our Uavy 'roe kept up to tho timo 
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inrnodiotely boforo tho outbroc:· of tho Pooific - er . It is obviouo trom 
this tact that before tho opening of tho focific Wer thoD~ h&d beon no 
joint operation er;roomont existing t\F.l~t\6 ·~ Jcpon, C.ertmlnY, end It.!!lY • 
(2) Whon the Jeponoeo milit t ry ~vo to South French Indo-Chine. wee 
l cunched , ~o steff officore nho r.oro rcsponeiblo tor the tormulstion 
of TfBr plans had no mention whotsOC\lOr for 'l'r in tho Pacific ores , nor 
hed "° an~' plrns or proporotions undor such intAntion. It rrBY cleerly 
be econ from this thet tho Jcpcnoso cuvonco to South French Indo-Cbinc 
woe no prelimin.Ery stop that hod boon tokon in roodinoes for tho iOcitic 

War. 
When I first ce?OO to mokc orrcnsomonto for tho advance to Soui~h 

!'ronch Indo-Chino of our troops. I uce much annoyed to find that theso 
wee no ede4uato militc~y intormotion ovoilcblc ,~~U!Q'gin& tho ploco. 
For instonco, nhcn I \rcntot' to mow ci>out of i~&': l round tbero wee 
no data to uor'~ upon othor then those motoriols collected by ci vi lien 
intorosts, end it t:os from thoso moeser z:ritcricle tbet I imnogod eol'm)­
how to eot aonorol idoce . Tho fcct-findin survey thnt wos cond~cted 
on tho spot ofter our c.ntry into the rccion rcvcnled nurnorous errors 
in our previous eolculotion. 
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Imnndiatoly boforo tho advanco ot our troops t o South French 
Indo-Chino ti~~ Unitod Statof.Britrin , a nd tho Not!l.:-rlands almost 
simultanoously cut oft oconanio rolations \11th u.o and placod a 
bon on their oil exports to Japan. Japan, thus taken cry surpriso, 
ondoavorod to got tho strainvd s i tuation oascd in alY '18.Y t but thopo 
nae no proSIXJCt ot h..>r efforts mooting \lith suocoss; on tho ·ccntro.ry 
things oontinuod to g o frcm bcld to \forso, nith dark clouds hov ... ring 
ov.Jrhoo.d. Tho outcaoo of all t :iis wo.s tho Sopto111bor 6 decision ot 
our National poli'V • 

lm:lx>diatoly tollo·;t ng tho abovo docieion co.uso or4ors fran 
our Section Chiot in Which he said thnt tho Gov.Jrn;n.:int had docidod to 
mnko prope.rations tor rrar that might broo.k out o.cy manont at tho 
• B C D troDt, and that wo 01>3rations officoro should basin uitbout 
dolny to study end formulato plans of campaign in lino with tho 
govornmont policy . To JOO • as ono or the otficors in chnrgo 1-Si"' . .ai i· 
op..Jrations, it appoarod, a shoor absurdity to try to fig:lt against 
tho tour Po,'Klrs -;thon wo roro finding tho si~lo China o.tfoir too 
much for us. Sol said to tho Soction Chicf f •With our air ~foroc so 
poorly equipped, \fO cc.n•t cxoopt to wago uar on tho four Fcmors \rlth 
contidonco ot euccoss. • Thoreupon tho chief said admonishingly & 
'It is not tho quostion of our going into war boca.uso wo aro suro ot 
sucooss, or staying out of it bocnuso wo cro not suro of it. Wo aro 
simply forcod to bo r oc.dy far any ovontuality of \r.lr for t ho sake of 
self-dotoD.80.It is not for a nor ot our ohoioo th~t \IO nmt stago 

pro parat i ons~ 

Faithfully follouing th1s admonition of our Soct ion Chiof ' s , l'lo now 
sot t o vork on tho preparation of military operational plans for a 
solf-dof uns ivo uar in assumption that such might occur and it ~as with 
this i nt ention that \70 pushed on with our undertakings. It \IQS a.bout 
tho oos inuicg of SoptomhJr. t hat is moro than a month c.ftor the J:apanoso 

military ocoupct'\.0.1 of South rxo.1ch I ur1•1-0hi ntl thnt nc stur~od to f or­
muloto plans .1ith a v ie\! ',,o l;ho pos :Jiql.lity of a c onflict \Tith tho 
four pO\tors which ultimatozy dovolopod into tho Pacific ilnr. 

On t his 15th day of Jtugust, 1947. 
J.t Tolcyo 

Doponenti /S/ bi.IYO, TA'SUKICHI 

I , Y.a.SUD:.,SHSO, heroq, oortif'y that tho above stator.-cnt was 
sworn by tho Doponant , \Tho affiXed his signaturo and soal thereto 
in tho prosonce of this •titnoss . 

On tho sEUOO dato, at •rolcyv 

Witnossa / S/ Y.l.SUJ).l. ,SHIGEO . -5 

\ 
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OATH 

In nccordanco nith rrq conscionco I ef'lear t o toll tho rtholo truth 
withholding nothing and adding nothing. 

/ S/ MIYO,TLTSUKICHI 
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