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(Frol':l t he declaration ~ade by the Soviet Government to the 
Government of J apan on tmgus t 8, 1945, the "Pravda" h.ugust 9, 
1945.) 

DECLARATION OF THE SOVJ.E'.I.' GC"'l:<.:BmSNT TO THE GOVERNMENT OF 
J.'U-':':.\ 
---~-----' 

On August 8 , V . 1·:~1'olctov , the People ' s Cornnissnr for 
Foreign Ar1·e.'lrs of tl1"? :s.~H, rcceiv~d Er. SATO, the Ja panese 
Ambass2do:r .. •·.nu on 'ue~ ... lf cf the Scv:! et Government made the 
following st3·cer.iG:it to hlr' to be conr..unicated to th€ Govern­
ment of J~i p~!'l : 

11:.fter the ro'lt <:lnd cnpitulation of the Hilterite 
Gernar..y , j" a pall i s t~; c only grcn t poHer v1hich is still 
for th~ cor.lt inunt:ion of the v1e.r . 

r:rhc demand of the unconditional surrender of the 
J ?.panese ~rmed Forces m~dc by the Three Powers - the 
United Stat~s of America , Groat Britain and China -
on July 26, this year was declined by Japan . Thus 
the proposal made by the J apanes e Government to the 
Soviet Union continRing the r equas t of mediation in 
the war in the Ffl r East loses all 'ground . 

"Taking into consideration the f~ct thc>. t Japan r e­
fused to surrender , the Allied Pov.rcrs m~de a proposal 
to the Soviet Government to join the war against the 
J apanese aggression and thus to shorten t he period of 
tir:?e necessary to end the war, to r educ e the nuMbcr of 
victins, and t o contribute to the speedy r estoration of 
peace in the world . True to the all i ed c2use , the 
Soviet Government accepted the proposol made by the 
Allied Powers and joined the declaration of the Allied 
Powers Made on July 26 , thisyenr . 

"The Soviet Government believes that such a policy 
of its is the only woy to br ing nearer the advent of 
peace, to free the nations frow. further sacrifices and 
sufferings , and to give « chance to the Ja panes e peopl e 
to avoid those dangers and dannges , which were suffer ed 
by Gerw.any, aft er she had declined tbeunconditional 
capitulation. Cn the basis of t he above said, the 
Soviet Government declnres , that fro~ to~orrow, i . e ., 
J.ugust 9 , the Sovic: t Union will conslder herself to be 
in a state of war agains t J apan . August 8, 1945" 

V.M. Molotov also t ol d Mr . SA.TO the t sinultaneously the 
Soviet AMbassador in Tokyo , Y. A. Malik, vrould hand the 
present declaration of the Soviet Government to the Japanese 
Governr.:lent . 
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Mr . SATO, the Japanese AnbAssador , promis ed to comnuni­
cate the declaration of the Soviet Govcrn~ent t o the Japanes e 
Governnent .. 

CERTIFJCATB C:<' 'l.'P. f:!!ST,i:.T TGI~ OF 
Ex,., 7.J::>""S ()i-' ... . ifi" i' r:r~·:r.~' n,... ·,nA[ENT - -·""'-=="· .I.. .l.~;..,L..1-:=.=_":_ ~;:__·=-~~~--

I . V. TA.BK.HOV , her ebj' certify tha t I ar.i thoroughly 
conver sant \'!1th the Ru.se~ .:!1 nnd Engl is.!1 l anguages ; and 
the ~bovc j s n correct and tru0 transle.tion of the indi­
ca t ed exc~rpts of t he above Docurr:cnt . 

(Sgd) V. Tarkhov 


