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/ /)1 ti /f' 4 Nov. 1947 

f Det. Doc. 2786 , Affidavit of !SHI, ~kiho: 

Page 12 , first line should reed a •for a year et l east es from this date. 

f1 Therefore,• 

r ( Det. Doc. 2579, Affidavi t of Bishop J. E. Welsh: 

Page 2, Para. 4, Line 1, "It had been xxxx.c.1.:xic.axx tic ue" should read1 
•It had been represented t o us" 

Def• Doc. 2685 , Page 1, Deponent, .. {Ul~G.uW.£, Yoshiheru should be: 

Deponent a KUJ,~;.·,v~, Yoshiheru 

Page 3, Para. 11, Line 11, betJreen •the offi cer s• insert 

the word •staff' to reed •the at~ff officer s• 

Dot• Doc. 2785 , Affidavit of MIYJ , Yoshihide i 

Page l, Para . 2 , Line 4, 1The gist (plan) of appellation for making war on 

the United States and Britain• should reeds 'Principal reasons alleged for 

the commencement of hostilities against the u. s . J.. and Britain,• 
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Def . Doc . # 2786 Exh . No • . 
Tr.1 r s l .:> t ee by 
DE: f c • :-> .;; L l!"li ~c:.ge Branch 

INTERNP.TIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR TPE FAR EAST 

THE UNIT~D STATES OF A?IBRICA, et a l 

- vs-

ARAKI, Sadao , et al 

~~ORN DEPOSITION (Translation) 

Deponent: ISHI I , Akiho 

Having been duly sworn in ~ccordance with the procedure 

followed in my countr y , I do hereby depose and say as 

follows: 

I was a Lt. Colone l and Senior staff member of the 

Military Affai r s Section when MUTO Akira wa s the Chief of 

the Mili tary Affai r s Bureau. I took charge mainly of the 

business of di~lomatic prohlems as they affected the War 

Mini stry . I know very v·ell JIDTO's vier•s on interna tional 

pr oblems and am well awa r e of his difficult positio, as the 

Chief of the Military Affairs Burca~2 . ~KUTO felt that early 

settlement of the China Incid~nt was the f lrst requisite 

and always advoc1ted maintai~-~g peaceful cccperation with 

other countr iP-s . Throe tim~s a t ~aa5c I heard ~im oppose 

aggr essive pol icies . 
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Jn the evtumn of 1939 , i~~~diate ly after his Prrival 

a t hi s pos t as Chief of the ?lilitary Affajrs Bur eau , he 

orde r ed me to study a draft of a practica l pl an of opening 

of the Yang tze Kiang and Chu- kiang Rivers in order to comply 

y·i th American wishes. This was a rna tter of dis cuss ion a t 

tha t time . As I held the concurrent post as secretar y in 

the China Affa irs Boar d, I sat in conference several times 

\·ith those cor.cerned and studied plans . The Chu- kiang River 

~as opened by the consent of pa rties concerned , but various 

diffi cul ties 1vere encountered \ri th r ega r d to the openjng of 

the Yangtze, which r emained closed to the 18s t . During thi s 

t ime I was urged a t leas t two times by MUTO to rnake further 

efforts on this matter. 

MUTO never i ns i sted per sona lly on our pa rticipation in 

the Triple Alliance among Japan , Germany and Ital y . Foreign 

Mini s ter MATSUOKA had the 1<:hole field to hi-nself i n the con-

clusion of the Tr ipl e All iance . I r ead the text of the 

trea ty for the first time a fter its conclt-sion . None bu t 

those specially concerned even among the officials of the 

Foreirn Minis try had participated i n t hat negotia.tion . 

About the middle of April 1941 , when a r eport was made from 

Ambassador NOMURA on the draft of an understanding be t~een 

J apan and A~erica , MUTO was ve r y much pleased and said , 

"Hereby has Japan been saved !" 
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On a cer ta in d~ y in r~y 1941 , a te leBram was r eceived 

from a military attache to the Japanese Embassy at Berlin t c 

the effec t th~. t he was a rains t the negotiations bet-·1een Jaµi r. 

and U.S.A . , so long as they were dependent upon t he secession 

f rom the Tri-Partite Alliance. •ruTO orde red me to send a 

telegr am of reproof. I made out a dr Eif t whieh stat ed, "Anyone 

~,·ho holds a post abroad must ac t accor ding t o the government's 

policy. The negotiations with U. S. A. a re proceedj ng well, 

based upon policies of the government and the Supreme Command . ! 

Don 't complain of it. 11 When this dr aft of the telegram was 

finally brought to TOJO through the D1rector of the Military 

Affairs Bureau and the Vice-Mini ster, TOJO revi sed it in 

person i nto a more severe one to admonish the attache strictly . 

In the spring of 1941, America consider ed the v:este rn 

half of the Pacific as safe waters and was carrying on opera ti o: 

of helping England, and appea r ed to show keen interest in th~ 

J apanese-American negotiations . But at the begi~ring of 

May reliable information was received to the effect th~ t 

America wou ld, in the end, enter the European War, upon 

~hich the War Minister put a question up to the Military 

Affa irs Bureau as to what should be done in case America 

should participate in the Wa r. We made answer to the effect 

that in such case we should try not to let the war spread 

t o the Pacific in conformity with the fundamental pPineiples 
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of the Tri·Partite Pact, regardless of Article III of that 

Pact. 

MUTO said, " I am also of the same opinion", and repor t .3d 

it to War Ministe r TOJO and Vice -Minister KIMURA. I was 

told by MUTO tha t both TOJO and KitWRA we re of the same 

opinion as he. 

At the beginning of June in 1941, when the expec tation 

for the outbreak of the war be tween Germany and Soviet Union 

was brought to our knowledge, MUTO submitted a question to 

us as to how we estimated the progress of the wa r between 

Germany and the Soviet Union, supposing that it r eally broke 

out . After a few days' careful consideration, I gave as 

my judgement that although the German Army would maintain 

superiority during the earlier period or the war, it would 

ultimately end the same as the China Incident . Different 

opinions against this judgement of mine were propounded , 

but tmTO sa id to Me , "I am of the same opinion as you. 

In case of war, Japan should fall back upon the J apan- Soviet 

Neutrality Pact and remain indifferent." About th~ midd l e 

of June in 1941, MUTO was bewildered with the real intention 

of Y. MATSUOKA, Foreign Minister, who advoca ted an aggressive 

policy against the Soviet Union at one time and proposed 

Japan ' s advance towards the south at another . About that 

time MUTO was taken 111 , and so he did not a ttend the Liaison 
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Conference at the end of June and t he Council in the 

presence of the Emp9ror on July 2nd . 

Directly after the Council in the presence of the 

Emper or on September 6th , 1941, MUTO returned to the ~ar 

Ministry and r eported the proceeding of the Council to the 

Chief of Mi litary Affairs Section , the Chief of Mi l itary 

Administra tion Section, and the senior members of both these 

sections as follows: 

"The phrase, 'For the sake or self-existence and self-

defense' that appea r s in Article I means, as it is litera l ly 

expressed , ' in order to live'; tha t is, before ou~ assets 

were frozen, to b~ prepared as a s elf-sufficient state on 

a planned basis i n spite or the i~rease of econom~c pressur e 

by U.S.A. and Great Britain, especially the abrogation of 
" 

Japanes~-Ameriean Treaty of Commerce a•d Navigation. It, 

however, ha s a More urgent and critical meaning today. 

Secondly, the phrase ttry every diplomatic means' that 

appear s in Article II means that every p• ssible means or 
diplomacy in our power should be tried • and this Artic l e 

II ought to p~ecede Article I from th~ point of real neces ­

sity a lthough it follows the first as a matter or literary 

composition. 11 Then he added as follows: ''WEl must try to 

succeed in diplomat i c negotiations no matter a t what cost ." 

Japan conceded s tep by step in order to obtain u.s.A.'s 
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consent during the period from f irst to the latter part of 

Sept ember, and at l as t an implor ing propoial was made to 

realize the Konoe-Roosevelt conference as soon as possible . 

As for the duty under the Three Powe r Alliance Tr eaty , it 

was sugges ted tha t we coul d not commit ourselves in writing 

but expected to arrive at an understanding by meeting and 

conferring. MUTO , t ogether wi th OKA , Chier of Naval Affairs 

Bureau , cooperated with the Foreign Ministry most enthusiasti­

cally in the making of these suppl icating overtures . 

As for the withdrawa l of t he J apanese troops from China , 

which was a difficult point in t he net:rntia tions between 

J a pan and America, it was set tled a t a council in the presence 

of the Emperor on September 6th to withdraw the Japanese 

troops from China i• accerdance with a new agreement settled 

between Japan and China. There was considerable di scus sion 

as to whether this meant to make a new agreement or to 

follow the previsions of the Sino-Japanese basic trea ties 

concluded on November 30, 1940. MUTO read this to mean 

an agreement to be ~ewly concluded afte~ further negotiations, 

and tried to wire to that effect to America in cooperation 

wi th the Foreign Ministry . The General Staff made a s trong 

protest against this . interpretation. On thi s occasion MUTO 

refuted it vehemently by saying in a loud voice, "I detest 

the war". 
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From the above-mentioned incidents, I clearly recall 

that he made strenuous efforts, as the Chief of Military 

Affairs Bureau, to avert war between Japan and America. 

Informed that he was scheduled to be a member of Prince 

Konoe's suito at the time of the Konoe-Roosevelt talks, - e 

\."as making preparations for it. At the end of September it 

vas telegraphed from Wash ington that Japanese-American 

negotiations were not likely to succeed. MUTO said to us, 

"This is critical! War should be averted et nll costs because 

i t endangers the State ." On or about October 20 , 1941, 

that is to say, i?nmediately after the formation of the 

TOJO Cabinet, TOJO, Premier and War Minister, asked for 

MUTO ' s opinion. MUTO replied, "The people are tired of the 

Chinese Incident. Therefore, i f you, as the premier, 

succeed in the Japanese·American negotiations and can settle 

the Chinese Incident the nation will be heartily grateful 

to you. You shoul• do everything in your pov·or as a leader 

of the new cabinet to aecom~lish Japanese diplom8tie negotia­

tions." TOJO wholeheartedly assepted to his views. 

It remains still vividly in my memory t hat the Plans 

A and B for the negotiations with u.s.A. were discussed in 

the Liaison Conference in the middle of the night of about 

November 1, 1941 {the 16th year of Showa). The s~id Plan 

B was introdu.eed in that conference fresh from the portfolio 
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of For~i.gi1 JE.,..iiste r TC<W ~·ithout being cx"1ibited before -

acted as 

no vote jn j t , met :~1ef of the G~ ~~ra1 3 taff ~UG~YhMA in 

the corridor during a r~c~ ss end tcld him , unofficially 

saying , " It n:ay be "t;.nr~a:>::>n~hle for the Chief of the General 

Staff to r aise a flat obJ~ct1or. to any plan draf t ed by the 

Foreign Mini ster and to prevent hj!'ll from taking possibl e 

diplomatic rr.ei'!ns, 11 T:i.en , '-'hen the coi1ference was resumed , 

Chief SUCiti?Q agreed to ~lan B and thus the plan was decided 

on . 

The a'!:>ove v·as wha t MUTO told rne firsthand OP.. the next 

day at t he rocm of t he Di rector of the Mi litary Affai r s 

Bur eau . Wej hi s staff , as well as the General Staff authori­

ties were all anxious abo~t whether or not this Plan B 

could insure the nationa l defence of J a pan . Howev~r , MUTO 

said , " I told the Chief of th~ Genera l Staff what I be lieved 

to be the best . In case this shou ld bring bad results to 

our na tion , I know wha t I ought to do . 11 I know through the 

talks with thos e of various circles that mo s t of the r eaders 

of thi s national policy expected the u.s .A, to be likely 
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to ta ke a compromis i ng att i tude towar d Plan B. For i ns t ance , 

whcm Mtrro asked us . his staff , how America wou ld deal with 

"Plan B, I sa i d , "Te such a plan, America wi l l b@! sure to 

ag r ee ", i n rer>lY to whi ch, no objec t i on was made by those 

present, 

The l ead i ng circles of J apan , including the Army, 

netes ted war in general, though so~e irrespons ible men main-. 

ta i ned their positive opinion. As a r esult, r, one of 

PIDTO ' s staff, not to speak of him, was cri t i cized as being 

wea k-kneed. MUTO t ol d us , his s t aff, "Wa r Mi ni ster TOJO 

is; rlesirou! o! succ•ss !n the negot i ations between Japan an:i 

Ame rica.•• r often took the docuMents concerned to War 

Mini s ter TOJO• wh•n he was intent on s tudying the Japsnese­

American negotia tions, 

I left for $a1gon early o~ t he morning of November 27, 

1941 (Japan•se tima}. Toward the evening of the prev1ous 

day, namely, Novomber t6, r reported my d•pa?"turEt to MUTO, 

when he said, UThe question of war or pea•a is not yet deeided 

on . I ask you to struggle hard i f \l.'ar comes, otherwis e Y1e 

may soon meet again." I visited on that day both the Mi nistries 

of Navy and Foreign Af fairs to re~o•t my departure, Those 

whom I saw the•o w•re pttll •xpeeting success 1n t he Ja:,anese­

Amer1 can negotiations, i""atient tor a favorable r eply f r om 

Ame r ica . 
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On t his 12th day of Februa ry , 194' 

l'opc ..... P-nt /" .. ·-. :- \- •I,.. ) .'· · ~~ 1) 
• - .!J •. , : u / l ) .~J. -) 1! ..... L.11. \ 1:;...,.;. 

his signature and sea:i. tht: ;.· ~n,1..· 1 ... 1 ·~,1e ; J.· .at0.Ke of these 

Witnesses . 

On the sa me da t e 

At Ko!noro, r'ngano Prefecture 

Wi tnesses: /S/ Roger F. Col e (Sea l s) 
HA.iA Seiji 

OATH 

In accordance ~ith my conscience I swea r to tell the 

whole truth wi thholding notning and adding nothing . 

/S/ ISHII Akiho (Seal) 
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DIAGNOS IS 

Permanent Domicile: Kichimo, Toyonishi Vill~ ge , Toyour a 
District, YAmaguchi Pref . 

Present Address : 6-99 , Asagaya, Suginami Ward , Tokyo 
Now in Hospital. 

Former Colonel: Akiho Ishii 

Birth Date: Nov. 24, 1900 

1 . fame of Disease: Pulmonary Tuberculosis 

(1) Causes end Progress 

On Nov . 30, 1942, infiltration was observed a t the 
upper lap of the l eft lung on X-rays at Singapore. 
In Feb. 1943, he suffered from left we t pleurisy. 
Leaving hospital on July 30 of the same year, was 
under medical treatment at home. But the disease 
progressing unfavourably, entered hospita l arain 
on June 8, 1944. Now he is there. 

(2) Present Condition. 

Medlum built; malnutrition; frequent slight fever 
of 37.5 degrees . Short bronchum-sound and ~et 
R-sound can be heard at the hollows about the collar 
bones and blades in the breast; non-resounding wet 
R-sound at the lower right part of the front and the 
lower left part of the back. In the inspection through 
X-rays, cloud-like shadow is observed a t the right 
lower lap of the lung the left apex part and the 
left middle and lower lap of the lung. Lung capac!ty , 
2500. Senkungs reaction der Blutkorperchen 40 mm. 
per h~r. Tubereulous bacilli in expectorated 
phlegm, positive. Coughing, ex~ectoration, languor 
all over the body, poor appetite , restless , and 
frequent hemoptysis. 

Because of the above mentioned rrogress and the 
present condition, it is considered necessary for 
him to be in hospital and be kept in tranquil rerose 
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for a yea r a t least . Ther~fore , he is diagnosed 
t r:. be ".l:13.bl e t 0 !resent l! .. :·?·;0 ~~ at t h0 r;~c:-i_- nf 
l"1te:..~ ~iat-.•·o·.:~. , ' '. · -1</ '.i·: ··:r. l fc.""' ,,~i ... , 1_"··:: ·.-~c-l st 
as a w::..-:;1wss ~·.;1 l!.t_; c.1c 3::,,1..·ve · n0!1c:u~~d fJ6J'lJd , 

Sep. 27 , 1?47 

Kcl":'oro T•:i:m 1 Kita $aku Di s trict, ragano Pref. 
T. 1~ _·5t 'l(;::yo :i•7c1.·:::.ora.dl Hcsp:.·cal , Ko'lloro 

Physie1&n , Shiz~0 Cgawa ( seal ) 
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