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HEADQUARTE&.S 
UNITm> STA'IIS AIWI POBCBS WISTIRN PACIFIC 

OFFICE OF THE <X:IOlANDING GBRERAL 
APO 7rtl 

7 May 1946 

In the foregoing case ot the United States vs. Sergeant 
Major Masanori SUGOOTO, Corporal Maa~lhi ~TA, Leading 
Private Masashi MASUYAMA, Superior Private Yukio KAWANO, Su­
perior Private Hisao KAWABE and Superior Private Wataru ABE, 
all of the Imperial Japanese Arrq Forces, the sentences are 
approved. Pursuant to paragraph 2, Firet Imorsement, Gene­
ral Headquartere, United States Ar1111 Forces, Pacific, 26 J~ 
nuary 1946,to Letter, General Headquarters, Supreme Command­
er tor the Allied Powers, tile AG 000.S (26 Jan 46) LS, SUb­
jects Trial ot Seiichi ONISHI et al, 26 January 1946, the 
execution or the sentence ia withheld pendifl8 the action ot 
the Suprem Commander tor the Allied Powers. 
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HEADQUARTW 
UNITm> STA'mS ARMI FOICBS W&STllN PACIFIC 

OPFICB OF mE OC*MANDING GEHERAL 
APO 7<n 

7 ~y 1946 

In the foregoing case of the United States va. Sergeant 
).{ajor Maaanori SUGDl>'ro, Corporal Maa1Q'C>ehi WRATA, !Atading 
Private Maaashi Ml\SUYAMA, Superior Private Yukio KAWANO, Su­
perior Private Hisao KAWABE and Superior Private Wataru ABE, 
all of the Imperial Japanese ArDJ¥ lorcea, the sentences are 
approved. Pursuant to paragraph 2, First Indoraement, Gene­
ral Headquarters, United Stat.ea Ar'lflf Forces, Pacific, 26 Ja­
nuary 1946,to Letter, General Headquarters, Supreme Command­
er tor the Allied Powers, tile AG 000.5 (26 Jan 46) 18, SUb­
jects Trial or Seilchi ONISHI et al, 26 January 1946, the 
execution of the sentence is withheld pending the action of 
the Suprem Commander tor the Allied Powers. 
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HEADQUAR'IZBS 
UNI'IED STAT&S ARl1Y FORCIS WIST!RN PACIFIC 

OFFICE OF 'll~E STAFF JUDGE ADVOCATE 

UNITBD STATES 
-va-

l'.ASANORI SUG DIDTCY 
~YOOHI MURATA" 
MASASllI MASUYAMA/ 
YUICIO KAWiiNO" 
HIS.AO KAWhBB"" 
'.lATil.RlJ ABE ,.,... 

APO 707 
30 April 1946 

~ Place of Trials 
)' 

High Comnisaioner•a Residence, 
lian1l.a, p •I • 

) 
) Arraigned 

~ Tried 
) 

: 8 April 1946 

I 8, 9 and 10 April 1946 

) Sentenced 
) 

I 10 April 1946 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----- - - --- -- - -- -

1he accused, J18mbera of the ImperiAl Japanese ArlIV Forcee, did, 

at the times and place designated, during the time of war between th• 

United States and Japan, wilfully and unlawfully kill twenty-three 

Filipino civilians, rape and attempt to rape seven Filipina civiliAne, 

and beat and torture five Filipino civilians, all in violation or the 

laws or war (R 12). 

SPECIFICATIONS 

Each of the following specifications alleges the accused and 

others, at or near Barili, Cebu, Philippine Islaida, on or about 2 

Septenber 1944, in violation of the laws ot war, did: 

Specification 1: wilfully and unlawfully murder Procopio CAUSIN, 

llaria Noel CAUSIN, Teresa DEi.A roRRB, Tomas DEL V.u.LE, Clemencia DEL 

VALLE, Filomena. DBL VAUE, Josefa DBL VALLE, Norma DEL VALLE, Justino 

PARAS, Demetrio ROA, llanuel ROI\, Soledad ROA, llartin OElORASO, Teodore 

ES'IRADA, Filomeno GONZAIES, Aurelio SASll., Angelo YJ\P, Margarita AGUIIAR, 

Asuncion DEL VALLE, Lourdes DEL VAIJ.E, Socorro DEL VALIE, Rosa Aguilar 

C.ONZAI&s, and Cristina ROA, all unarmd, defenseless, non-combatant 

Filipino civilians, by bayoneting, beheading a nd strangling them (R 12-3). 
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specification 21 abuse and mistreat seven Filipino girls and 

wonen; nameq, Natividad del Valle PARAS, Margarita AflUilJJl, Awn­

cion DEL VALLE, Lourdes DEL VALLE, Socorro DBL VJJ.J.E, Roea Aguilar 

GONZALBs, and Criatina &Ot\1 and others, by forcing upon thui Mxu&l 

indignities and by raping or attempting to rape them (R 13). 

Specification 3• w1.l.fulq, wll.&wtullT and brutal.17 beat, tor­

ture am mistreat without oauae Martin DILOIASO, 'l9odore E'DW>A, 

Pilolll8no GCJraALBS, Aurelio SABIL, and Angelo UP, unarmed and non­

combatant Pilipino civil.1ans, and other pereona (a 1.3-4). 

Bach ot the accused pleaded "Hot Quilt1" to the Qiarge and each 

ot the apeciticatione (R 16). 

AS TO MlJRATAs 

'lbe Coamission upon secret written ballot, two-third• ot th• 

members present at the ti.a the vote wae t&Dn concurring, toum u 

to this accuaeda 

Specification ls Quilty, except tor the word "beheading". 

Specification 2s Guilty, except the word• "seven", "girl• and 

women"' "Margarita Aguilar"' "Aauncioc Del Vaile" I "Lourdes Del v&lle• I 
. 

"Socorro Del Val.le" 1 "Rosa Aguilar Gonzales" 1 and nCristina Ro& and 

divers other person names unknown" 1 "them" 1 "or attempting to rape 

them''. Substituting the word "one• tor "seven", "girl• tor "girl• 

and women" 1 nher" tor "them"; ot the excepted words, "Not Guilty" 1 

of the substituted words •Gulltyt'. 

Specification 3s Quilty 

Ot the Charges GUILT!, except the words, "and atteq>t to rape 

seven" and the word "civilians", substituting therefor the word "one" 

and the word "civilian". Ot the excepted words, "Not Guilt1"; of the 

substituted words, nGuiltyn. 
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' 

AS ro SUGlllOTO, ~UYAMA, KAWANO, KAWABI AND ABS1 

'Dle CollllliHion upon eeoret written ballot, two-thirda ot th• 

members present at the time the vote wae taken concurring, tound 

as to theee accuaeds 

Specification 11 GUILTI, except tor the word "beheading". 

Specification 21 NOT GUILTI 

Specitication J1 GUIL'l'f 

Ot the Charges GUIL'lT, except tor the worde "rape and attempt, 

to rape eeven Pilipino female civ1li&na". 

Bach of the accused wu aentenced to death b;r hang:S ng. 

I. ARRAIGNMENT. 

A. At the ti.JIB of arraignment, the CODIDiseion, pureuant to dul,J 

publiehed and authenticated ordere (R 2-6, Proa. Bx. No. l) wu com­

posed ot Col. Prancia A. Hause, President and Law Member, Col. laJli•• 

R. Hamb7, Lt. Col. Starley N. Bo7ld.n, and Capt. Glenn W. Hendricka. 

Capt. Wllliam O Lutz, prior to the convening of the Com:1.1eion but 

subsequent to the publication of orders appointing the COlllld.81ion, 

had been placed on orders returning him to the United states. 

B. The prosecution was conducted by Lieutenants Bal.pb a. Blood­

worth am John R. Fleming (R 6), while the accused were, by their 

choice, represented by Lieutenant• Ivan H. Gordon and Gailey B. Under­

wood (R 9-ll). 

C. The COJIIJliseion, interpreters and reporters were duly ewom 

(R 7). 'lhe swearing or the proeecutora was not accomplished, but in 

view of the tact the Regulations governing these trials do not require 

they be sworn this does not constitute reversible error. 

D. The rights of the accused, as set forth in paragraph 5b, let­

ter, AG 000.5 (5 Dec 45) LS, General Headquarters, Suprem Comnander 

for the Allied Powers, dated 5 December 1945, subject: Regulations 

Governing t he Trials of Accused War Criminals, were read to the ac­

cused by the President of the Comnission (R 8), translation thereof 
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into Japanese being waived by detenee counsel, the accused having had 

these rights previously explained to them (R 9). 

E. 'lhe colllllission f o~ a certified copy of the Charge and Spe­

c ifica~ions, together with a true and complete translation thereot, 

wae served upon the accused 21 March 1946 (R 9) . 

F. Following the reading of the Charge and Specification, the 

prosecution moved tor t he dismissal, without prejudice, as to Seilchi 

Onishi, lforikumi Y&DBsald., Yoahinori Uehara, 'l'atsuma Tagama, T&kami 

Ono and Kazumi Nojima because they had not been identified as perpe­

trators of the atrocities alleged in thia watter {R 15). 1be _,tion 

was granted. 

G. 'lhe cowniss i on heard the plea of each of the a ccused to the 

Charge and Specifications. Each pleaded "Not Guilty" (R 16). 

II. '!RIAL. 

A. Formal 1.atters. 

l. Each witness was duly sworn before testifying. 

B. Prosecution Evidence. 

Natividad del Valle PARxS lived in Barili, Cebu, where , on 

2 September 1944, she was arrested by the Japanese and t aken to the 

s chool which they used for a garrison (R 21). Abe, one of t he accused 

was present and abused her sister, Socorro (R 22) . Her f ather and 

mother, six sister s, niece a nd husband v..er e taken to the school (R 22- 3) . 

She has seen none of th em since 3 Sept,ernber 1944, none of ther1l was a 

guerrilla. and none had a trial (R 23) . .tt.t the garrison she saw l.i.rs . 

l.e rcedes Roa and four of her children, Procopio causin and »rs . 1'.aria 

Uoe l Causin (R 23) . '!he last named two, her husband, her f ather and 

her self were talen out to a pit the njght they were a rrested and all 

but her were bayoneted (R 23) . She i dentifi ed Kav1ano as having bayo­

neted her f ather and Abe as hE1ving bayoneted her husband, Justino 

Par as (R 24) . She saw her 1nother taken out to the pit but did not 
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eee her bayoneted (R 25). '!he night ot J Septenber 1944 ehe was 

taken to room 5 and raped by Murata, whom ehe identified. She la­

ter escaped through a trap door (R 25-6). While in this room she 

looked out the window and saw, some 15 to 20 feet a'W81', her sister• 

Josefu., Clemencia and Filomena bayoneted by Abe, Hirasaki and Maeu­

yaua (R27). She identified the latter in the courtroom (R 28). 

She saw Sugimoto at the garrison the night of 2 and 3 September 

(R 29) and identified him in court (R 30). On cross ezamjnation 

ehe said Sugimoto had been there almost a month lllhen these event• 

occurred (R 31) , although he wae absent tor a few daJS in August 

(R 33). 

Helen Causin lDRALES was arrested 2 September 1944 at Barili, 

Cebu, by Japanese (R 37). At the garrison she saw her .father and · 

D'Other, Procopio and Maria Causin, her sister, Mercedelf Roa, and 

her children, Maria Christina, Soledad, Demetria and Manuel (R 38). 

She has never seen any of these persons since that date (R 38,40). 

She heard l'IOID9n scre&liling (R 38) be.tore she was questioned by Sugi­

moto (R 39,42) and released (R 39). None ot the cawsin family was 

a guerrilla (R 39). She saw the Del Valle family taken to pit near 

latrine (R 40). She recognized the bodies of her father, mother 

and Tomas Del Valle at the pit by school latrine (R 41). Japanese 

soldiers were drunk at garrison (R 42). Arrested persons may have 

been investigated, but not to her knowledge (R 43-4). Witness iden­

tified Masuya.na as having arrested her father and Sugimoto as being 

known by her (R 44-5). 

Hoapicio AGUWJl lived in Barill, Cebu (R 45) . His sor:i-in-l.aw, 

Filomeno Gonzales, was arrested 8 August 1944 and his daughters, 

Rosa and Mar garita, were arrested 2 Septetrher 1944. He s aw the girls' 

bodies at the J apanese garrison (R 46). Bayonet wounds showed on 

their bodies (R 47). According to infor.uation he had the girls were 

ld.lled l2 September 1944. He i de ntified SugiJnoto and Masuyama, a fter 
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some confusion, and said he had aeen all the accused in Barili 

(R 48). 

Dr. Teodosio CAUSIN, physician of Barili, found the bodies 

of Rosa and largarita Aguilar in front of the Central School Build­

ing. Later he dug up Soledad and Christina Roa and one he could 

not identify (R 50). The Aguilar girls' bodies bore bayonet wounds 

(R 51). Found two Del Valle iirla, l.i&nuel and Demetrio Roa (R 51), 

Procopio and 1'a.ria Noel causin and Juatino Paras (R 52). 'lhe lat­

ter• s body was about 20 yards from the pit by the latrine and bore 

• 
a bayonet wound (R 53) . 'lhe witness identified lfaauyua, Abe, Ka-

wano and Sugimoto. The first two were in Baril! from Jwie am the 

latter from August to late September, 1944 (R 54-5). 

Juan llERCADO, a resident of Barili, Cebu (R 56), worked in 

Japanese garrison as assistant cook (R 57). Saw Martin Delore.so 

mistreated by l.!.asuyaua, Kawabe, Kawano and Sugimoto (R 58). Saw 

Kawabe strike Deloraso with a bat and ~asu;yaoa beat him with a piece 

of wood. Kawano and Sugimoto also struck him, the beating going on 

from morning to late afternoon (R 59). Witness took the body down 

the next morning ae ordered by Japanese (R 60). When witness came 

to work 3 September 1944 he was refused admittance by Abe (R 62) to 

get utensils because, he was told, there were girls in the room 

(R 60-1). He saw dead bodies of girls 13 September 1944 when Jape 

withdrew (R 62-.3). Witness stated Sugi.Uloto renained in Da.rili from 

date of arrival in August until the garrison left in September (R 65). 

Heremenegilda OLANDRE, who lived in Barili during August and 

Septeni>er, 1944 (R 66), worked in the Daido, a Japanese firm (R 67). 

In her work she visited the garrison and there, during latter part 

of August, saw Filomeno Gonzales, Teodoro Estrada, Angelo Yap and 

Aurelio Sasil being mis treated by being hung on the bars of the swing 

(R 67-8). While so hung these ones were hit by Japanese with pieces 

of wood, pistols or the hands (R 69). She identified Sugiwoto and 

l.~suyama as participants (R 70). 

- 6 -



r 

.. .. 
Captain Frank S, JOHNSON identified stateuent taken from 

Sugimoto 8 December 1945 and signed by him 10 December 1945 (R 71), 

Statement was introduced ae Prosecution'• Exhibit No, 2 (R 72). 

In this statemnt Sugimoto said he was 1n Barlli August to 3 

September 1944 (R 73). Lt. Higaebi eent orders to kill WOJll8n and 

children under arrest at the school (R 74-5). He had Corporal. 

Hiraeald. carry out the orders (R 74-5). '!he corporal and thoH 

helping him are all desd (R 76-7). 

C. Defense Evidence. 

MASANORI SUGppro, a Sergeant Major in the Japanese Ar'llV, 

who wae in charge ot a unit in Barlli from 18 August to 13 Septem­

ber 1944, left Barill 20 August al¥l did not return until 8 or 9 

P.L~. (R 85) 3 September 1944. Murata and IC&wabe, two ot the ac­

cused, were with him (R 83). Corporal Hiraeaki was in charge ot 

the garrison in hie absence (R 84). He received no report trom 

Corporal Hiraeaki about uq activity in Barill during hie abeence 

(R 86), Saye his atateant introduced by prosecution 1a true (R 86-7). 

On cross-examination witness knew none of the alleged mistreated per­

sona (R 88), V/itneae did not see any girls at garrison when he re­

turned from expedition and did not reuember talking to Henry Redula, 

an interpreter, or Mn. Morales on 2 September 1944 (R 90,92). About 

seven people were picked up 7 or 8 September but witness did not 

investigate them (R 91). 

Suginoto was recalled to the witnaee stand (R 122) and 

stated he did drink intoxicating liquor but there were no parties 

in September 1944 in the garrison and he had no girls in his roo111 

(R 122). He related some guerrillas were executed by Hirasald. and 

five others, all now dead or missing (R 123-5). 'lhese men, except 

Hirasaki, ~re under his command (R 125). He did not conduct in­

vesti gations (R 125-6). 

YASAYOSHI L\Ufu~TA, a Ccr pore.l in the Japanese Army (R 93), 

said he was on punitive expedition ae Sugi.Jlx>to testified (R 94) . 
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\lhen unit left 13 September 1944 he saw six or seven Filipinos a t 

the &-nrrison (R 95) and a~ked Corpor al Hirasaki about them because 

t he cor poral was i n charge of intelligence . On cr oss-exa.rni nati on 

he did not r emember the nWilbe r of the room \ther e he stayed but it 

did have a trap door (R 97) . He saw no girls 3 September but did 

on 5 or 6 September 1944 (R 97) . He does not drink and d idn't see 

any parties going on (R 98) . 

HI SaC KA\'/JJ3E repea t ed testi.Jrol'\Y about pwdtive expedition 

(R 99-100). Never saw aeyone hanei ng from playgroun<l bars (R 100) 

and tad no baseball e quipDtnt (R 101). Saw no Fil i pino civilians 

in any of t he rooms of buildi ng 3 Septelllber 1944 (R 101-2). On 

cr oss-examinati on did not r e call Henry Redula t alking to him the 

night of 2 September 1944 because he wa s not on guard that night 

(R 103) . Witness sai d he had seen t r ap door in r oom wher e lfurata, 

Hirasaki and Sug~to slept (R 104) . 

LT. lvCfAflARA stated Sugi moto went on puni tive expedition 

.... hich left mid- August and r e turned 11 About the end of .rtUc.,cust11 (R 106) . 

Afte r resting about t'f10 days following f i rst expedition, Vli tness 

'f1ent on another but Sergeant Sueiwoto did not eo (R 107) . 

l.J\S.ASP.I h1 SUYA!A was in B.1rili from ear ly February, 1944 

until rnid-September 1944 where he was .'.l street guard (R 108- 9) . He 

did not arrest any persons but sa\I five or six women in garrison 

around 10 September (R 109) . He did not lcill any of the v.ornen and 

doe~n • t drink (R 110) . He never saw any dead bodies, or any persons 

being iuistreated (R ill) . 

YUKIO K.rt i. .i:o •,;as a tU .rd ..t.t guardhouse \,hen Su£i.l..oto ' s ex­

pedition returned a round 3 September (H U3 ) . So1ie Filipinos "'ere 

in p.u.lrdhouse a r ound 6 or 7 September but he doesn 1 t i<nO\I \'lhut be­

cru i.e of then (R 114, 115) . 1.fitness never killed g,ny civili ans in 

Dar ili (R 115) . He does not Nhlor.ibc r any drinkirie purti es after 

- 8 -



r 

Aurust, 1944 (R 116) . 

\:ATARU ABE caule to Barill in February, 1944 (R 117). The 

Sugimoto expedition r eturned 3 September 1944 at which ti.i1ie there 

were no Filipino civilians in the guardhouse (R 118). He was never 

ordered to kill any civilians by either Sugimoto or Hirasaki (R ll8). 

He did not remembers (1) any civilians being in the guardhouse l3 

September 1944 when the unit left .darili; (2) refusing any Filipino 

cook adr.-dssion to a storehouse; (.3) any Filipino civiliana hanging 

from swing bars (R 119). He did not go to any parties vdth people 

of Barili and does not drink intoxicuting liquors (R 119). On 

cross-examination he re100mbered sou~ women and children being in 

garrison in September 1944 but he never talked to them and didn't 

know why they were there (R 120). There was some individual drink­

ing going on during September but he does not recall who did it ex­

cept he did not see Suginoto participating (R 120-1). 

D. Prosecution Rebuttal Evidence. 

• 

Hl!?!RY REDULA, held as an alleged collaborator, was with the 

Sugimoto Detachnent in Barili during August and Septenber, 1944 (R 127), 

as an interpreter (R 128). Sugi moto was in charge, with Corporals 

1-!irasaki and l!urata under him (R 128). He recalled the punitive 

expedition under Sugirroto left about 7 August 1944 and returned the 

l a tter part of August (R 128-9). During the latter part of August, 

Sugiu"Cto investigated Toni Roa , Teodoro Estrada, Filomeno Gonzales 

and Aurelio Sasil at the Philippine Constabulary Headquarters in 

Barili, the witness acting as interpreter (R 129-1.30). l!urata and 

Kawabe were at this investigation (R 1.30-1). ~ngelo Yap was inves­

t i gated, too, and those investigated were struck 'riith the butt of a 

gun and a bayore t (R 1.31) . The \litness i dentified each of the accl.IS ed 

c. nd stated they \'fare at gar1·ison d.tring latter part of August (R 132). 

All of the a ccused were in the garrison the night of 2 September 1944 

(R 132) . Witness was halted by Knwabe (R 132) who told him not to 

mind about activity in garrison where soldiers were running about 
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with fixed bayonets (R 133). He talload to Sugimoto who said he 

would call him if civilians were to be interrogated (R 133). 'l'he 

witness saw Japanese drinking and singing aa the7 do when intoxi­

cated (R 134). He etated investigations were conducted b7 Sugimoto 

(R 134). He saw girle in the garrison (R l34) and knew Sugia>to, 

Murata and Kawabe plA7ed Mah-jongg with the girls (R l35). ¥.hen 

the garrison withdrew l3 September 1944 he inquired wh7 the tox­

holes were covered and was told it waa milit&rf polic7 (R 135-6). 

The witness was in the garrison one or two times dail¥ the latter 

part ot August (R 137). '!be girls referred to were not tree to 

leave the garrison (R 139). 

III. OPINION. 

A. As to Jurisdiction. 

1. Pursuant to the lat Ind, AG 000.5 (26 Jan 46) LS, Ge­

neral Headquarters, United States "rmy Forces, Pacific, 26 Januaey 

1946, to basic Letter AG 000.5 (26 Jan 46) 18, General Headquarters, 

Supreme CoDJDander for the Allied Powers, 26 Januar;r 1946, Subjects 

Trial of Seilchi ONISHI et al, and acting within the authority vested 

in him, the Conmanding General, United States Arrq Forces, Weetern 

Pacific, did, b7 paragraph 17, Special Orders No. 80, Headquarter•, 

United States Ar'lflf Forces, 1//estern Pacific, 5 April 1946, proper}¥ 

establish the coDIDi.saion trying this matter. 

2. The CoJlilli.ssion had jurisdiction over the territory 

wherein it sat, over the persons brought before it for trial and 

over the offenses with ¥1\ich they were charged. Letter, AG 000.5 

(5 Dec 45) LS, General Headquarters, Supreu commander for the Al­

lied Powers, 5 December 1945, ~ubject: Regulations Qoveming the 

Trials Of Accused war Criminals. 

B. As to Procedure. 

1. '!'he immbers of the Conmission sitting in this matter 

were qual ified so to do and they , the interpreters Wld reporters 
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were ruly ~orn. '!he Prosecution was not swor n but in view of the 

f act the Regulations do not require the Prosecution be sworn and in 

t he absence of an objection on the part of tl1e Defense this over sieht 

i s not held to be reversible error. 

2. '!tie r i ghts of the a ccusod \'.ere read to them in open 

court by t he Pres i dent of tl1e Commi ssion. Translation thereof was 

waived upon tl1e stater..ent of cowisel f or ti1e accused that t heir 

rights had rreviously been fully explained to them. A certified 

copy of t he Charge and Specifications , with a true a nd coroplete 

translation t.re r eof in the Japanese language were .furnished each 

of the accused and all tes ti.11ony at the trial was translated into 

Japanese. 

J . '!he trial procedure e s t abl i!hed by the Rules and Regu­

l ations governing these t r i als was complied with in all respects. 

4. The findings and sentences were returned "'i. th the re­

quisite tY10- thirds vote in t he a ffirmative by the members of the 

COJ.;11ussi on constituting a quor wu. 

C. As to Evidence . 

I n t hi s natter six 11.en stood t ria l for t he uurder of t\'1enty-

thr ee Fi lipino civil i ans , tl1e r ape of seven Filipinas and t he llil.l­

treat urnt of f ive Filipi nos. 

The Conunissi on found each of the .1 guilty of the killing of 

the tvienty- three and the nal treat1rent of the f ive . One of the a ccused 

was found guilty of the rape of a wori'l.!l.n \/ho appeared a s a d. t nes s . 

As is custoL.ary in these cases, t Ile accused sought to es­

tablish t heir absence froLl tlio scene of the crines and the a ccomplish-

1.ent of the criJ:es by so1:le br other s- in- ar lils '\'/ho are no\. dead or 111iss­

inf. 'Jl>ese are tiJue- tested alibis <!nd always arouse a suspicion of 

fubricotion in these C'.lses . 
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Each or the accused, save Abe• was shown by eye-witnesses 

testi.Jooey to have maltreated at different tin8s and pl.aces various 

Filipino civilians. One such Filipino was l.fartin Deloraso. 'lhe 

accused had caused him to be tied up to the school bars, arms swung 

to the rear, in such manner his feet barely touched the ground. He 

was so tied a whole day. During the day the accused beat am struck 

him with a bat, pieces of wood and sail arms until he died. A wit­

ne&1 tor the prosecution removed his body from the bara. Other tee­

timoey received at the trial showed similar treatment meted out to 

other Filipinos none of whom have been eeen since they were taken 

to the garrlaon. 

Direct testimony shows Abe guilty of bayoneting at least 

two persona, causing their deaths. Kawano and Maa1J1&11& likewise 

were seen bayoneting persons. Each of the accused was placed at 

the scene of the crime alleged in specification l by eye-witneaeea 

who lalew them well enough to identify them positively. Fifteen of 

the persons alleged killed were women and children. TWO others 

were elderly JDBn. 'lhere was no evidence anyone of the deceased 

was a guerrilla or assisted guerrillas. Nor waa any proof given 

showing such circumstances to exist as to DBrit a belie! they were 

assisting guerrillas or that attacks upon the garrison were so ~ 

minent as to necessitate the taking of these lives. Quite the con­

trary nay be deduced from the evidence presented. Clearly, there 

is sufficient cause for believing these persons' lives .,,ere taken 

in violation of the laws of war. 

The garrison at Barill wae ur¥ier conurand of Sergeant Ma­

jor Sugimoto, and, though he denies it, prosecution witness Redula 

stated he conducted t he investigations .for the garrison. In this 

co.pacity he knew how nany persons were brought in for questioning 

and mat happened to them. Sugimoto, in the statement taken from 

hi.Jn, said only seven or eight persons, wolJlen and children, were 
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arrested while he was in Barill. These ones, he said, were killed 

on orders from co~aey headquarters. The remaining persons, men, 

women and children whose names are part of this record and whose 

bodies v1ere found on the school grounds, were killed then upon his 

order and became his responsibility. As the garrison commander he 

had the power of life or death over the persons brought there. It 

is evident the course he pursued. He must be made to pq for hie 

cri.Jlle. 

While the COllllli.ssion is not justified in finding each of 

the accused guilty or killing the twenty-three persons namad in 

Specification 1, yet the evidence amply demonstrates each of the 

accused actively participated in the death of one or more of the 

deceased and each of the accused was present at the scene of the 

crinl8s. The sentences announced by the Commission are proper. 

IV. CI~CY. 

No application for clemency has been presented by counsel for 

the accused and none is reco1111rended. 

V. RECOl'lm;NDATION. 

It is recoJJlJJEnded the s entences herein be approved and the re-

cord of trial be forwarded to the Commander-in-Chief, United States 

Ar~ Forces, Pacific, for action under paragraph 2, 1st Ind, General 

Headquart ers, United States Arll\Y Forces, Pacific, 26 January 1946, 

to Letter, General Headquarters, Suprerue Commander for the Allied 

Powers, file ~ 000.5 (26 Jan 46) IS, Subjects Trial of Seiichi 

Onishi et al, 26 JanuC1ry 1946. 

The form of action designed to effect the foregoing recommend-

ation is a ttached. 

• GRAHAl! 
1st Lt., TC 

Asst. Staff Judge Advocate 

I CONCUR:/? 

~"~ ... ~. ~ - ..(,, 
~H'IDt~ '4. HAYNF.S ~ 
Colonel , JAGO 

St aff Judr,e Advocate 
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-
lleporta Con\rol S~l .... , 

lWl QlUMIS TR.W• .->TAWI -

CJHQ. SCJP I ,LIG.AL SEOflON, !!}lW. :SIWlCll 
(BeportiJJg Oftlca 

Jilo lfwnbor _P._-... 0.,.1 ______ _ Date ot Report I Jazu1a17 lt•t 

Title of Caso U. S, A. va, Tet1uo YA.11'0 

~etau.O llAI1'0 - Jspaneae 

l • 

l(urder, cruelt1 an4 torture of. 1il1p1no c:i.t1l1ana at or near 
:Siao, Gui~a J>1,9triot, i:.J..n<Ulnao, Philippine Ial:anda, on or a'bou.$ 
5 Kq 1945. . . . '" 

3, Jamee and. 1€.tion•jit+ea of V\Qt.1;~~: 

J&ador Concepcion - 1111p1no 
Beatriz Li~a Torres - Filipino 
.Aairora Torres - •ilipino 
Vir,inia. 'roi·res - iil ipino 
E~enio Torres - J'ilipino 

• ,..... I -

4. Frobablo Place and Date of Trial: 

. ' 

Bi.;h Ooa:missioner 1 s !iesidcnco , l.fon:i la, Philippine Islands, 
15 March 1946 . 

' I 

I I 

PAfeT:=B=====:===-=======:.:=======:=-.:=::.::=;..;:;;.:::=================-• 
5. Place and D~te of Trial: 

~ .AGO J'orm Rr·5392 
"21 June 1946 

Hich Collllllieeioner• s Reai<l ence , lt.anila, 
P'nilippino I slanda. 

.ii·reicnment - 15 March 1946 . 

Trial 
(Over) 

- 16 )W:ch 1946 . 
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8e "1AW •p4 S11tgg1 (loltto to btqifiq AoqyaA) 

!etauo W!l'C) - 2.8 Maroh 194&. Gu1lt79 4tath 'by laeacliai· 
• l 

l.-Y\T Q - - - - - .. -=-===--=- - --·- · I I 
7. Actbn cf_;_~~.'!.!..f:'!lr...£ A:1_'.1or~ t.7 '"111; ;if7 !\~~~·~ t.~:.:.ii dt..t~ ~:. ___ ··.;).!UI. 

to Geclf i c accy.ac·l) . 

!.tauo LU~ - 17 .qril 1946, aen,enc• ajpproved , ezecutiOZL w1\hhel4 
bf Lieutenant General V. ». l'JW • o. G •• liJ'fmllJ. 
pen~aotion ot Confirminc .Alltborlt7. 

8. J.gtipn Q( _l!_Qg~:~J1!1JE:t . A'11i.~n.::j-t.z_!JP._0 _ lfY A'ltb-1ri ~:' -lAL.cli:-tt yd 1•tl1t1 
to apegifb 1wc:J'H:,i) 

.. 

Tetauo lTAlfO - 8 Mq 1940, eentenoe confined and ord.ered •xeoa'e4 
· 'b7 General of the u97, :Doaclae Kac.Arthu', IOJ.1, ..._. 

the 8'1pen1 don of, and at. the time an4 plaoe . 'o '' 
deelpated b;y the c. G., D'lf.lfjll. . , 

9. Date and Place of Exocutiou of Sentences 

6 June 1946. Lacuna Province, Philippine lalanda. 

INSTRUCTIONS : 

.. 

·. 

Prepare Tt-1al Status Rt'porte for ovor;y caae 1n t r ial atatuo promptly 
aftP-r t'efera!lCe f~-ir tr_; n.l (2~r t A), o.t tho conoluaion ox' tlie trib.'.1• (fl'rt !) 
ancl e.t tile 011n.;1J ti tfon rJ1 'fi i".al. nctio:i 111 the or.so (PArt C) l'.nd t:rancu:;lt b7 
faotoot mt!r.nc in t:-ipHc."\ta at oa"~l:. ntae.o o! tht" prQctedinzs t.o tho Diraotor, 
Civil Affldru Division, ltDSS , The rcntrgon, WaJhington 25, D. D. 

26-896A11.-300 




