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________________________________________________________________________ 
  

The Accused, RATKO MLADIĆ, by and through his counsel of record, respectfully 

submits the instant Motion pursuant to Rule 92ter of the Rules of Procedure and 

Evidence, and in support thereof states as follows: 

 

 

I.   INTRODUCTION  

 

1. Pursuant to the Guidance previously expressed by the Trial Chamber, 

motions offering written statements under Rule 92ter of the Rules of Procedure and 

Evidence are to be filed at least 30 days before the anticipated testimony of a given 

witness.  Witness Žarko Cvijić is currently scheduled to testify within approximately 30 

days and thus the Defense hereby files the instant motion in compliance with the 

Chamber’s guidance, and applying for the evidence of this witness to be heard pursuant 

to Rule 92ter.  This Motion is filed publicly, as the witness does not require protective 

measures. 

 

2. Herein this application is made to tender one written witness statement of 

the witness, without associated exhibits.  At this time the Defense estimates that the 

evidence-in-chief of this witness will last up to 30 minutes. 
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3. The Defense does not otherwise seek to deviate from the Chamber’s 

Guidelines in tendering this witness’ evidence.   

 

 

II. APPLICABLE LAW 

 

4. Under Rule 92ter of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence (hereinafter 

“Rules”) a Trial Chamber is permitted to admit the evidence in whole or in part in the 

form of a witness statement or transcripts of a proceeding before the Tribunal, under the 

following conditions: i) the witness is present in court; ii) the witness is available for 

cross-examination and any questioning by the Judges; and iii) the witness attests that the 

written statement or transcript accurately reflects the witness’s declaration and what the 

witness would say if examined.1 

 

5. A party calling a witness pursuant to Rule 92ter may seek to admit into 

evidence documents that have been discussed by the witness in his or her witness 

statement of previous testimony.2  

 

 

III. DISCUSSION OF ARGUMENTS 
 

The Chamber Should Admit the Witness Statement 

 

6. Witness Cvijić statement is relevant, reliable and probative, as set forth in 

greater detail herein below. 

 

 
                                                            
1 Rule 92ter of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence. 
2 Prosecutor v. Karadzic, Case No. IT-95-5/18-T, “Decision on Prosecution’s Submission 
regarding Additional Transcript Pages from Momcilo Mandic’s Stanisic and Zupljanin Testimony 
for Admission into Evidence.” 8 September 2010, para.5. 
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7. The witness will be present at trial, and thus will be able to attest to the 

evidence and will be available to be cross-examined by the Prosecution. Thereby the 

requirements of Rule 92ter will be fulfilled, and fairness to the Prosecution will be 

observed. 

 

8. The Defense submits that due to the nature of the Witness’s testimony 30 

minutes will be necessary in order to conduct a limited and focused direct examination of 

the witness to clarify, expand on, and contextualize aspects of his evidence directly 

relevant to the Defense case. 

 

9. On 3 July 1992, witness Cvijić was conscripted for military service in the 

VRS. After one and a half months of training he was transferred to the Military Police 

Battalion of the 65th Protection Regiment in Crna Rijeka where he was selected by 

General Manojlo Milovanović to serve as part of the escort personnel for General Ratko 

Mladić. The witness served as close protection for General Mladić for over one year.  

 

10. Witness Cvijić testimony is relevant to and probative of salient and 

material issues pertaining to the Indictment. The Defense is confident in that it will, 

among other things, establish the following: 

a. Composition, command structure, and procedures of the escort 

personnel unit of General Mladić.3  

b. General Mladić’s treatment of the civilian population of Srebrenica 

and Žepa during their departure in the convoy to Tuzla in 1993.4  

c. The training received at the Officer School at the Military School 

Centre in Banja Luka.5 

d. General Mladić never accepted money or weapons as gifts, and did not 

gain personal profit during the war.6   

                                                            
3 Statement, paras.8-9,15,18. 
4 Statement, paras.10-11. 
5 Statement, para.14. 
6 Statement, para.17. 
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III. CONCLUSION 

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing arguments, the Defense respectfully requests that the 

Chamber issue an order: 

a. Granting the Defense leave to call Žarko Cvijić as a witness pursuant to Rule 

92ter. 

b. Granting the Defense leave to admit the proffered statement, (attached hereto 

as Annex A) under Rule 92ter. 

 

Word Count: 660 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED BY: 

  

Branko Lukić                     Miodrag Stojanović 
Lead Counsel for Ratko Mladić     Co-Counsel for Ratko 
Mladić 
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INTERNATIONAL TRIBUNAL FOR THE PROSECUTION OF PERSO NS 
RESPONSIBLE FOR SERIOUS VIOLATIONS OF INTERNATIONAL  

HUMANITARIAN LAW COMMITTED IN THE TERRITORY OF THE FORMER 
YUGOSLAVIA SINCE 1991 

 
 

WITNESS STATEMENT 
 

 
 
WITNESS INFORMATION: 
 
 
Surname: CVIJIĆ 
 
Name: Žarko 
 
Father's name: Ostoja 
 
Date of birth: 19 February 1974 
 
Ethnicity:  Serb 
 
Date of interview: 3 March 2014 
 
Interview conducted by: Mikajlo Mitrović, Branko Lukić 
 
Language used during the interview: Serbian 
 
 
Signature of the Witness: __________________________ 
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WITNESS STATEMENT BY ŽARKO CVIJI Ć 
 
 
 
 
1. My name is Žarko CVIJIĆ (father's name Ostoja). I was born on 19 February 1974. I 

am a car mechanic by profession. I am married and a father of two. I live in Podbrdo village, 

the Municipality of Mrkonjić Grad. I currently work as an independent truck driver. 

2. On 3 July 1992, I was conscripted for military service in the VRS, in the military 

police units at the Training Centre on Mountain Manjača. The training lasted one and a half 

months, whereupon I was transferred with a part of the unit to Crna Rijeka, to the 65th 

Protection Regiment. 

3. I met the Regiment Commander Lieutenant-Colonel Milomir Savčić there. I was 

assigned to a military police battalion within the Protection Regiment, whose commander 

was Major Zoran Malinović. 

4. One day, General Manojlo Milovanović came and picked me and Nenad Plotan, based 

on our appearance, to serve as General Mladić's close protection. Before that, we 

occasionally provided close protection to some colonels, e.g. Colonel Salapura. 

5. After we were selected, we moved our belongings to the Javor Villa, which was at the 

Command Post. There were six of us there. 

6. I served as General Mladić's close protection for a little over a year. General Ratko 

Mladić knew us by name and always spoke to us as if we were his children. He was surprised 

that I was selected to be his security detail because I was so young. After a while, he started 

calling me Žuti /Yellow/, which was a nickname I got in the army. 

7. In the beginning, General Mladić seemed stern and serious. For the first month I did 

not feel comfortable. After the month, he called me to his table and asked me who I was, 

what I was, where I was from. He was particularly indulgent to me because of my age, as all 

the others in the close protection were about a decade older. 

8. The tasks were issued by Branislav Puhalo, the security commander. Hence, he was 

superior to the six of us and the two drivers. I also knew Captain Pećanac, who worked in the 
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security service at the Main Staff. Also, I used to see Duško Todić, who would occasionally 

be in the General's escort. 

9. I flew with General Mladić by helicopter only once, and we mostly escorted him 

when he was travelling by car. We provided security for General Mladić round the clock, i.e. 

even when he was working or sleeping at the Main Staff. 

10. On one occasion I was in General Mladić's escort when a convoy was being organised 

to transport civilians from Srebrenica and Žepa to Tuzla. One of the soldiers saw an able-

bodied man among the women, separated him from the group and took him to General 

Mladić. The man was terrified. General Mladić approached him and asked him some routine 

questions, who he was, where he was from, whether he had a family, what he did for a living. 

After that the man relaxed, and General Mladić told him not to be afraid and to return to the 

women and continue his journey freely. 

11. The convoy was escorted by the Blue Helmets, and I think it was in 1993. I saw both 

buses and trucks in that convoy. There were about 20 trucks and buses. All of the vehicles 

were brimming with passengers. 

12. All the members of the 65th Protection Regiment who were from the area of Krajina 

were allowed to return, i.e. they could be transferred to their parent unit. All of them left 

except me, because I got separated from my parent unit owing to the fact that I was in 

General Mladić's escort. 

13. I approached Commander Savčić and asked him to let me return home with the unit, 

to one of the Krajina Corps. Savčić wrote an order for me, and I returned the weapons I had 

been issued. I went to say goodbye to General Mladić. He then told me that I was young, and 

that I could lose a leg or even life, that I could have problems because I had been his close 

protection. 

14. He cancelled the order for my transfer and kept me in his escort. The entire time I was 

a plain soldier with no rank. I stayed there for another couple of months, after which I was 

dispatched to Banja Luka to the Military School Centre to attend the Officer School. There I 

stayed for 10 months, whereupon I was returned to the 65th Protection Regiment, to the 

position of a military police platoon commander, with the rank of second lieutenant. On my 

return I was no longer part of General Mladić's security detail. 
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15. We used to provide security for him in two Puch military off-road vehicles. The 

driver and the personal escort would be in the front, the General in the back seat, and two 

more escort personnel behind the General. In the second Puch there were the driver and 

additional four escort personnel. 

16. I stayed in the 65th Protective Regiment until 13 September 1994, when I was 

wounded in the legs. I was wounded in combat at the Nišići Plateau, by a mortar bomb. 

17. General Mladić never accepted any money or weapons as gifts. I am certain that 

General Mladić is an honest man who did not gain any personal profits during the war. He is 

a very gentle man with a clearly rough and stern appearance. 

18. As his escort, we always stayed close to General Mladić, but at a polite distance so we 

would not overhear his conversations with others, when he had them. 

IT-09-92-T 79795



5 
 

 
 

WITNESS CONFIRMATION 
 

 
I have read this statement comprising ____ pages, and it contains all that I said to the best of 

my knowledge and recollection. I have given this statement voluntarily, and I am aware that 

it can be used in the proceedings before the International Tribunal for the Prosecution of 

Persons Responsible for Serious Violations of International Humanitarian Law Committed in 

the Territory of the Former Yugoslavia Since 1992, and that I may be called to testify 

publicly before the Tribunal. 

 

 
Signature:___________________________ 

 
Date: ______________________________ 
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