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From llonthly !':lgazine 11 Koa11 (r. ise of Asia) 

(1 ) 

On the fourth ann-i. '.'::?r ,:;ary of t~1e China Incident , I 
wish to mal':e some study on the problem of hon \le can 
fight through this grave crisis . Hcedle3s t o say, it is 
obvious that the situation nhich J apr.n is facing i s very 
grave . This gr ave situation is on actual problem nhich 
r1e must bear , and if we are t o faithfully carry out our 
service to the Emperor . I al'.1ays feol that we Japanese 
have an inevitable destiny of havinc to fight through 
this \"lar today a t sorue date . This , in short, is being 
shovm clearly by history . 

'/hen Emperor neiji uscendec1 the throne , he instructed 
us t o enlighten the sense of the r estor~tion . That is 
to sa y, in my belief 7 t he peopl e m~~t endeavor to enlighten 
the ideal of our nation in the VJo r l d nnd continuously 
develop the Jap£:nes e nc tion without limitat ion and \"Jith­
out allmling even u moment of stagnation. At the begi n­
ning of Mei j i, the Emperor r.iade thi s course clear in his 
r e script . In ·1!1.other v1ord , it is ~1:1-s words, "Br eak fresh 
ground in the ·:orld and enhance our national d i gnity 
everY\:herc". Al l ou r senior·s in Meiji ho.d been fighting 
in obedience to thts roscript . But , unfurtunately, at the 
first hal f of 11T'lisho 11 or immediatoly aft er th~ f irst 
European uar , n~cional devel opmtnt seemed to b~ slackened 
fo r t he time being , v.:1d thi s slackness turned to develop­
ment egain rapidl:r in " Sho\/~11 • As long us we sta rt 
na tional dcvelcpmcnt , the 1.istorical characteristics of 
t he Orient wil l natur~lly pr3scnt us this pr obl em . For 
that r eason , a s long cs the Japancsu peopl e r eally 
edvunce vigorously n i ·:;11 tht idcul .1ith ·.1hich the nation 
\'.ras founded. and , especially , pr ocl a i r.i t oday in the f<!cc 
of the norld a nor1 order i n the Far &.st , based upon the 
characteristic of , namely , the estnblis~aent of the Grea t 
Be.s t Asia Co- Prosperity Spher e , i/C must beet off ni th 
gr eat detcrn1ina tion every enemy \'Jhich ctt~mpts t o obstruct 
this . 
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Our councry ::. r e f1Ghti 1g \'Ii th nrms o t pr esnnt \Ii th 
the Chine se but this is not v nerc battle of a rms . 
Once a battic of ~1·ms i s opened , it is •~tural that a 
lively battl e \/OJl~l c..nsu e in tho phnso of pol itics, 
oconol:ly , thoueht, l'nd in evc .,.y phase \lhich ·.10uld influence 
1 ts outcome . Thes·- :ight::.nr,!; must be carried out by tho 
entire na tion ' s energy , Frc:.;cntly thorc nr e no singl e 
fic;hting \11th arms , thought, l"nd economic r espectively, 
but a ll these f nc t or; Jttu: t .1 • .'or H a. consistent whol e . For 
that r eason , in a broc.tl scnsc t J apc.n ls not fighting only 
Chinn . Looking from t he brocd aspect s of \lar J apan i s 
now fightinG \'Ii th the llta. j or pO\JCrs of the \1or id. There 
arises a big differ ence in our po ~cr of public service 
occordin~ to \lhcthc r or not ~c r ecognize tho above f~c!. 
Fqr cxnt~plc 1 one con cnrry u car go \'leichint; 1 5-16 }{~n 
[T . N. 124-lj2 lbs . .!..7 ~n the "'vent of fire but cnn h11r dl y 
c .:i.rry 10 ken ff .n. 82 lbs.!.7 i n ordinn.r:r time . With thi::; 
r esolut i on , vie r.ust now unite in on e. spirit nnd brinJ t o 
conclusion the t.rnr ego.inst very s tron3 countr~.c s . 

(2) 

Regar ding in v1hct chD.ractcr the economy of J apan has 
developed in the pest , it i s needl ess t o say that ge 
jur.1ped compl " t cl y into intn1·nc.tionr. l cconony a nd i•c liod 
upon -r:ngl and nnd America . But this r clr.~ tion is now be ing 
cut doVJn bcccus~ of their oHn noce~si ty to keep their 
nationcl de-Penso in good or uor a nd on the othor ha nd , t o 
fight other c r untrios . Vic nust i ntrospect ca r efully a bout 
what acts slw.11 b r, tckon fi :•·st on this occ::ision . In 
other wordr , it is very clcnr t i.1:tt in both cnscs of ponce 
nnc1. wc.r ne .1Ust d 1· our public duty r cspccti vcl y . At 
present , Hv rm st judge our c c ts a ccor di1,g t o t hr: principl e 
of '113.r . But peopl e. o.rc apt to justify and crj.ticizc the 
net of tho count ry by the fcc..lings c f pea.co tirac though 
the country itsel f o.rc fip,l1tins no' ·. l;-ortun.e.tely t our 
pioneer s in r:ciji nc ~tora 'i~n irrc.. ·pcc t i v o of sol dJcrs, politic 
:lnd ;.1crcl~nt!i , a ll st0<. ~ up t o ride.. over e. difficul ty ut 
thn t t icc . Thoy never f or 3ot Hnr e:ve.1 tlur lng peac e tir.10 
nn<l nl wnys kept i n cont r.ct with the stct c of notional 
dc..f cnse: . But si:1co then , a ccor ding t o chant,e of ago , they 
finally bccane rtc<..:isto110C. t o ~ 101J.:.; pe; t\C C tiae and it 
~ccmed t o ~1ave f or gotten t ho S\'/or ci whoncvcr they nctcd . 
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(3) 

The c :1aracter or our country since Meiji Restoration, 
because of our cGuntry 1s actual situation a t that time, 
\/ere placed under c i rcumstances to imitate European civi­
lization. We tool: th~s and couldn ' t but absorb it. We 
nere in that S CJ.· t of an envj ronroent . But our pioneers 
absorbed Euror::an civilizati.on \/1th Japanese spirit . The 
c i vilizatio:i \l!lich .:-apan has a bsorborl is the civilization 
that formed the fe6cral st~tes of Gernil'.ny , a lso that 
developed in Ane-i~~ after perfect independence, and that 
established vii th bl.1od by the Anel c.. - Saxon, such · as the 
British- Portugues e · ','J' , t :1e [tipoleonic ·.:ar or t:1e \lar 
aga inst Spain. J3pan~se civ!lizat~on has t he need of 
imi tc.ting ti1e~1 but tliou~h it :1a!; tl1c s ame e:~ternal form , 
its spirit must be m.:iuc to 1 it Japa ne s e cl1aract eristic 
as much as possible . : t is obvious thi:t it has to go 
s tep by step nith the formative development of Japan. 
From tho point of vie\/ of Japan ' s fornativc development , 
\le must , however \le uay suf:.Lcr , do our utmos t to keep in 
perfect order our national defens e flnd national state . 
But Japan imit~tcd in the field of i...conomy the free 
economy of a perfected nation , and it sccr.1ed as though 
Japnn has forgotten tho s 1:1ord nhich forms its foundation. 
Her eupon , the r esult \1as that no were obliged to make 
bcla.tcd efforts ·.1hen a crisis fnced lW . 

aeal independence of our countrJ' can not be maintained 
if their economy a rc dcpel'ldc.nt upon c.nother countr y . So 
f a r c.1s it is a national cl-.)fcns..) sta t e , i ts economy must 
r ely upon its o~n strength oven thoueh it is in a dcsper-
a t e condition. 8ome of the Jap~nesQ arc upt to envy or 
admire the action of Gc~cmany . Som.) peopl e decide their 
ovm action a ccording t o the o.ction of Gcrm!'.ny . He must 
ponder deeply \/ha t difficulti e s Gc rL1any endured to wake 
such po\Jcrful ac;;ions . For .i.ns t nnco , ho'.·1 nill Gcrraany 
fight this \Jar Hh ca ;_ t doc s not pos~ess a singl e drop of 
oil? It is ::rn.i.:·1 ti1<'.t in moder11 r:ar n drop of oil ha s 
equal val u e t o a drop of blood . In German t erritory, 
just as in J o.pan , it is unobt~inabl : . Germany is r equir­
ing 6 , 000 , 000 tons of oi l annually in peace tiruc and 
they produced about t!- ~ 000 > 000 tons of liquid fuci by the 
l iquefaction of coa l du ring i:,11· , t hus t aking the method of 
s el f - sufficiency. This thing i.1as not a simpl e thing to 
do . 'iii thout mentioning sci entists r.nd l a borers, many 
sa crifices ·Hero made for this purpose. This n~s not only 
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in the problcn of oil but on the problem of rubber end 
other cultures , and the r esult of tlu~t 1$ thnt they arc 
winning gJorions victorir s, such as soon today. So that 
it is nbsolutc} ~r inconcoivr.Jlc to weaken our armaments 
by being ruisl ;d ty the. claPor for tho liber ation of tho 
people . 

(4) 

To break out of this erave cris:l.s , i l C must fight it 
out with nD.tiont> l ui1ity . I n the prosecution of war , our 
action must b~ judeccl b:,r ?. ~inelc· philosophy. Vic are now 
driven into just such a st~ge . Though ther e arc many 
philosophies of Hnr, the most importnnt one is united 
action of the entire people . Naturally , with the con­
tinuC4 ti on of this \/Or , Dl<lny di ff icul tics on our peopl e ' s 
livelihood will come be muse of the tlomancl for materials 
necosnary for uar. Facine these dif .1.'icultios , uc must 
bear them t ogether by making big sacr!f iccs and must 
strive not t o break dmm the. Wli ted nction of the whole 
people . In looking at the history of \Jar from ancient 
times , it is only a mcnifest phenomenon t o be defeated by 
tho opposing troops, but when the '.lni t ccJ. action of tho 
\/hole people becomes l ost , its objective cnnnot ultimately 
be achieved even though victory is achieved in military 
power . This is illustreted clearly in too many instances 
in history. For thct r eason I v1ish t o shout that the 
need ror tho united action ot the entire peopl e is never 
more urgent than no\"/. 

(5) 

The ne>:t imr>ortant point is the unification of our 
will into one great national will. Thn war to annox tlle 
'7il.l for us is tho war· or will. Phenomenally , struggl e 
for a .human l ife , blowing up of a position, destruction 
of line of communi cation and numerous other phases of 
war would come out~ but these are tot ally concentrated on 
breaking dm·m the Em.:>my 1 s '.1:1.11. Consequently, our will 
in fightin3 nrust be extremely strong. I believe that 
where this will is stronE;, our muuerous ingenuities and 
flexibility Vlill ari!:e and we can serve appropriately 
under the present so-called emergency. t:arshal Foch of 
Frei.nee said that 11 though we may sustain heavy damages, 
lose our territory, we are not defeated as long as our 
will to fight is not wea1':ened11 • Also as an ideal and 
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philosophy of L'i 1 L t ary nciencu of the O:i.·ient , 1 t is 
explained that " -~ .or :r is the. vdnnj.n1 of the final battle 
even thouch 99 out :>f 100 bnttlc5 have been lost . We 
can not predict t'ie CJ•ttcomo -;f victory or defeat until 
tho final 'b:.t ".. 1,J.t.: .i.s r..J .. H~~.ed. thou · l! it is assumed that 
perchance thr! obstcv:le r,ha1, '\l:l ~. l !ihrink the fortune arises 
bofore u~, I firm1 y bL., .. ":?V 1... the people must llrocoed with 
such obotaclcs and vii thout n.ltornatc joy or sorrow, con­
centrate the totnl strcn&th of a unJto~ people with 
l00,000 , 000 us ono and procc.c~ for":arJ \1itl1 a strong 
scrirruna(;c liuc . 

(6) 

Our national policy has been rcpr.utedly announced and 
explained by tho sta tcwents of tho ~O\T')i.'nnlcnt and by the 
Imperial r escript . There renainecl ju!>t one \lay by \'Jhich 
we can surmount the. obstacles llhich ;Jc r:on arc facing a nd 
that is to conc·:mtrato all our effort 011 the obvious target 
and to carry out our ori ;in~l intention . Our phases of 
public duty a rc. vur:lcd , but we must maintain strone racial 
consciousness of the f a ct that tho J L'.) 'lHc sc people are all 
one and hold sccurc.ly ~o the lofty Yainmnoto spirit which 
has been held from ancient times , that is, as expressed with 
the sone v1ri ttcn by F .i j i·~.a , Toko , \1bici1 says "all tho spirit 
of the \Jorld w·i.11 coma to J npnn". '.l:ho v1ords of ~larsho.l 
Foch , just quoted !'.ll'eviousl;r , arc ulr0ady spoken in spirit 
by "Dai Nan~::o" u boL1 t; 700 year~; ago , i . e . 11 Etcrni ty of 
spirit". r~rshal i 'och cxprcs ~;cd ~bout submission and unsub­
mlssion of ~J ill ·m~t our " Dai ~Junko" do0s not deny the 
destruction of tho So1!l . I understc:lnd 11 Dc.i Nanko ' s " best 
injunction \'l as that n.' tcr o:;. , 1 s dcnth the soul revives 
at:;uin to serve t he uorld B.nJ \Jill <lcfini t c.l y accomplish 
its VJ ill. Our Yo.Mamo to race t s thL. owner of just such noble 
soul . t:y hope is tha t the lJCOpl c uill f>ivc undivided 
attention t o public sc1·vicc in th0j r o~m r csp"'ctivc 
position by rccognizin.:; the philosophy of war in vi~w of the 
proscnt situ~tion. 

P. 12 - 17 . 
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