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(1)

On the fourth anniversary of the Chira Incident, I
wish to male some study on the problem of how we can
fight through this grave crisis. HNecedless to say, it is
obvious that the situation which Japan is facing is very
grave, This grave situation 1s an actual problem which
we must bear, and if we are to faithfully carry out our
service to the Emperor. I always Teel that we Japanecse
have an inevitable destiny of having to fight through
this war today at some date., This, in short, is being
shown clearly by history.

Wwhen Emperor lleiji ascended the throne, he instructed
us to enlighten the sense of the restoration. That is
to say, in my belief, the people must endeavor to enlighten

the ideal of our nation in the world and continuously
develop the Japanese nation without limitation and with-
out allowing even a moment of stagnhation. At the begin=-
ning of Meiji, the Emperor made this course clear in his
rescript. In another word, it is his words, "Break fresh
ground in the orld and enhance our national dignity
everyvhere". All our seniors in Meiji had becn fighting
in obedience to this rescript. But, unfortunately, at the
first half of "Taisho" or immediatcly after the first
European war, nacional development secmed to be slackened
for the time being, and this slackness turned to develop=
ment again rapidly in "“Showa", As long as we start
national develcpment, the Liistorical characteristics of
the Orient will naturally present us this problem. For
that reason, as long as thc Japancsc pcople really
advance vigorously with thc ideal with which the nation
was founded and, especially, proclain today in the face
of the world a new order in thc Far Bast, bascd upon the
characteristic of, namely, the establishiient of the Great
rost Asla Co=~Prosperity Spherc, we must beat off with
great determination every cncmy which attempts to obstruct
this.

Document No. 574
Page 1




Docunmcnt No. 574 Pagc 2

Qur councry cre fighting with arms at presant with
the Chincsc, but this is not o mere battle of arms.
Once a battle of arms is opencd, it is natural that a
lively battle would cnsue in the phasc of polities,
cconoity, thought, and in cvery phase which would influcnce
its outcome, Thesc fightings must be carricd out by the
entirc nation's cncrgy. Fresently therc are no single
fighting with arms, thought, ond ceccnomic respeectively,
but all these factors :imst Jorm a consistent wholc. For
that rcascn, in a broad scnse, Japan is not fighting only
China. Looking frum the broad aspcets of war, Japan is
now fighting with thc major powers of the worid. There
ariscs a big diffcercnece in our power of public scrvice
according to whcther or not we rccognize the above facé.
For oxample, one cgn carry a cargo weipghing 15-16 kan
[T.N. 124-132 1bs./ Zn thc_cvent of firc, but can hardly
carry 10 kan /T.N. 82 1lbs,/ in ordinary time, With this
rcsolution, wc rust now unite in cne spirit and brinz to
conclusion the war egainst very stronz countrics.

(2)

Regarding in what character the cconomy of Japan has
developed in the past, it is ncedless to say that vie
junped completely into internetional cconony and velied
upon Tngland and America. But this rclation is now being
cut down bccausc of their own necessity to keep their
national defensc in good order and on the other hand, to
fight other ccuntries. We rmust introspect carefully about
what acts shall be teaken first on this ccecasion. 1In
other wordes, it is very clcar that in both cascs of peace
ant war we .must do our public duty respccetively. At
prcscnt, we must judge our acts according to the principle
of war. But pecplec arc apt to justify and criticize the
act of the country by the feclings cof peace time though
the country itsclf arc fighating nove Fortunately, our
picneers in leiji Rertoracion irrc:pective of soléfcrs, politic
and uerchants, all stocd up to ridc over a difficulty at
that tinc. They never forgot war cvea during peace tine
and always licpt in contact with the state of national
dcfensce But sinee then, according to change of age,y they
finelly bcececane zccastoned to & loug peece tine and 1
scened to have forgetten the sworda whaoncver they acted.
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The character of our country since leiji Restoration,
because of our ccuntry's actual situation at that time,
vere placed under circumstances to imltate European civi-
lization, Ve took this and couldn't but absorb it. We
vere in that scrt of an environment. But our ploneers
absorbed Europzan civilization with Japanese spirit. The
civilization which Japan has absorbsd is the eivilization
that formed the federal states of Germeny, also that
developed in Amerisa after perfect independence, and that
established with blood by the Anglo-Saxon, such as the
British-Portuguese "/or, the I'apoleonic War or the war
against Spain. Japancse eivilization has the nced of
imitating them but though it has the same external form,
its spirit must be made to {it Japancse characteristie
as much as possible. It is obvious that it has to go
step by step with the formative development of Japan,
From the point of view of Japan's formative development,
we must, however wec nay suffer, do our utmost to Keep in
perfect order our national defense snd national state,
But Japan inmitated in the ficld of ceonony the free
cconomy of a perfected nation, and it scencd as though
Japan has forgotten the sword which forms its foundation.
Hercupon, the recsult was that we were obliged to make
belated offorts when a erisis facod us,

Real independence of our country can not be maintained
if their cconomy are dependent upon acnother country. So
far as it is a national dofcense statc, its cconomy must
rcly upon its own strength cven though it is in a desper-
atc condition. Come of the Japancsc are apt to cnvy or
admire the action of Germany. Some pcople deeide their
own action according to thc action of Germeny. Ve must
ponder dceply what difficultics Germany cndurcd to wake
such poverful actions. Ior instance, how will Germany
fight this war vhen it docs not possess a singlc drop of
011? It is said that in modern war n drop of oil has
equal valuc to a drop of blood. In German territory,

Just as in Japan, it is unobtoinablc. Germany is require
ing 6,000,000 tons of oil annually in peacc tinc. and
they produced about 4,000,000 tons of liquigd fuci by the
liquefaction of coal during war, thus taking the method of
sclf=sufficicney, This thing vas not a simple thing to
do. %Without mcntioning seicntists ond laborers, many
saerifices werc made for this purpose. This was not only
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in thc problem of oll but on thc problem of rubber and
other cultures, and the rcsult of that is that they are
winning glorious victorics, such as sccn today. So that
it is absolutciy inconceiveble to weaken our armaments
by biing nisl.d by the cleror for the liberation of the
pPCcoplce

(4)

To break out of this grave crisis, wc must fight it
out with national unity. In thc prosccution of war, our
action must bec judgecd by a single philosophy. Ve are now
driven into just such a stage. Though there arc many
philosophies of war, the most important onc is united
action of the entire pcople., Naturally, with the con=
tinuation of this war, many difficultics on our pcople's
livelihood will come 6ccausc of the demand for materials
neccssary for war. Faclng thesc diflicultics, we must
bear them together by making big sacrifices and must
strivc not to brecak down thc united nction of the whole
people.s In looking at the history of war from ancient
times, it is only a manifcest phenomenon to be defcated by
the opposing troops, but when the unitcd action of the

whole pcoplec becomes losti its objeective cannot ultimately
Cc

be achicved cven though victory is achicved in military
powers This is illustrated clearly in too many instances
in history. For that rcason, I wish to shout that the
neced for the united action 0% the entire pecople is never
norc urgent than now,

(5)

The next important point is the unification of our
will into one great national will, The war to annex the
will for us i the war of will., Phenomenally, struggle
for a human life, blowing up of a position, destruction
of line of communication, and numerous other phases of
war would come out, but éhese are totally concentrated on
breaking down the encmy'!s wlll, Consequently, our will
in fighting mst be extremely strong. I believe that
where this will is strong, our muerous ingenuities and
flexibility will arise and we can serve appropriately
under the present so=-called emergency. lLarshal Foch of
France said that "though we may sustain heavy damages,
lose our territory, we are not defeated as long as our
will to fight is not weakened". Also as an icdeal and
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philosophy of military science of the Orient, it is
explained that v_cioryr is the winninz of the final battle
even though 99 out of 100 battles have been lost. We

can not predict the cutcome >f viectory or defeat until
the final buiile is reached, thoush it is assumed that
perchance the obstacle that will shrinlt the fortunc arises
before us, I firmly bcliave the people must nroceced with
such obstaclcs and without alternate joy or sorrow, con=
centrate the total strength of a united people with
100,000,000 as one and proce¢ed forward with a strong
scrimnage lince.

(6)

Our national policy has been repoatedly announced and
explained by the stateuwents of the government and by the
Inperial rescript. There remained just one way by which
we can surmount thc obstacles which we row arc facing and
that 1s to concentrate all our effort on the ébvious target
and to carry out our ori:inal intention., Our phascs of
public duty arc varicd, but wc must naintain strong racial
consciousness of the fact that the Japancse people are all
one and hold sccurcly %o the lofty Yamamoto spirit which
has been held from ancient times, that is, as expressed with
thc song writtcn by Fajiva, Toko, which says "all the spirit
of the world will come to Japan"., Thec words of Marshal
Foch, just quoted pnreviously, arc alrcady spokcn in spirit
by "Dal Nanl:o" abovt 700 yecars ago, i.c. "Etornity of
spirit". RLarshal i'och expressed about submission and unsube-
mission of will but our "Dai Nanko" docs not deny thc
destruction of the Soul. I understand "Dei Nanko'!s" best
injunction was that a’'ter on:'s death the soul revives
again to scrve the world and will definitcly accomplish
its will, Our Yomemoto racc is thc owner of just such noble
soul, My hopc is that the ncople will give undivided
attention to public scrvice in their own rcspeetive
position by recognizinz the philosophy of war in view of the
prcscnt situction,
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