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INTERNATIONAL MI LITARY TRIBUNAL 
FOR THE FAR EAST 

United ~tates of Amer ica . e t al · . 

versus 

ARAKI, Sadao et al . 

AFFIDAVIT ·' 

I , TAKEBE, Rokvzo , former. Ch1ef of the General Affairs De- · 
partment · Df t he Varichukuo Gover nment , born in 1893, testify 
unde,. oa th as fol l ows: · 

In additi on to my t estimony whi ch I myself , in my own hand , 
put d9wn in the int errogation of Ma r ch 26, 194b , I must make 
the fol lowing suppl ementary statements : 

1. On page 11 of the J ananese t ext of my testimony there . 
is so~e i naccuracy which was due to an error or ·my memory , and 
whl ch I wish to correc t . · Speaking of the amount of sttbs idies 
disbursed by thA l~anchukuan Government t o the Manchrrian Heavy 
Industry Development Company , I wr ote that beginPing f r om 1937 
the total amount of subsidies ha~ been about 500 ~illion yen; 
now I have ·recollected that t his amount was 300 million yen or 
thereabouts . 

2 . On page 11 of the Jaoanese text I, sneaking of the pre­
fectur al gover nors ' conference at which I had heard ARAKI ' s and 
SUZUKI ' s addresses , di d not expr ess my thoughts quite co~~~ctly . 
As the result of this, t here i s some ina'lcuracy in my ans ·Ne.: . 
To make the whole of my answer r egarding this matter absol utely 
clear, I wi sh to make t he following additional statem~nt: 

Whi l e I was t he gove rnor of Akita Pr efecture from June, 1932 
to January , 1935, I attended the Pr efectur al governors' Confer­
ences several ti~es. The confer ence was convened regular ly every 
year in Tokyo. At one of these confe r ences which took place, 
as f ar ~s I r emember, in 1933 , at the Great Auditorium of the 
Toyama Military S~hool in Tokyo , I hP.ard the address made by 
the Jnpanese War Pinister, ARAKI, Sadao . 

The gi s t of ARAKI's a ~dress was that Japan had brought about 
the Manchurian Inc:ident, esi:ablished the state of Manchukuo , and 
her i nterests came to a· clas !i wi th the interests of the sta t es - ·· 
members of the League ·or Na t l or. .:; ,. In this critical period it was 
necessa ry fo:- Janc:tn to str'3ng"tnen her defense , her intet'nal con­
ditions and to secure military bases oR the continent . Japan 
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was to inevitably clash with the Soviet nnion in the course of 
the effectuation of her policies, therefore it was necessary 
for Janan to secure for herself thrm·gh military methods the 
terr-itories of the Maritime Provincei Zabaikalve and Siberia. 
After ARAKI had finished , Lt . Colone SUZUKI , Teiichi, a member 
of the 1Jfar A f f Hi rs Section of the ?i!ili tary Affairs Bureau. of 
the Japanese W~";.~ irj.~t s try , stated orally in ARAKI' s presence , 

(\1sing a map of Vt-nci"1'..: ·· ir~, China and the Sovi<=> t 1Tnion which had 
b h ) ·cu,.. ... 'r · · t· · "" · · i bl · · · ...,.....t ..... een ung ., o ·t- ;,~ - <.Gs_ ...... : ·:~. n 1-=> vt. :-. 01.1s pro ems on mo. 11 e .1.s 
'perta itdng t u ;~1e .. :, t e i'·11::: ~io·:-.al s 1 t·~a ti on . 

The gist· of $PZTTKI ' s oral stateJJ1ent consisted in laying the· 
ground for the necessity of Japan ' s wa r against the Soviet Union 
and fo r the necessity of capturing the Sovie t Ma ritime Provirce , 
Zabaikalye and Sib~ria . 

Na turally, at the· present time I do not reme~ber .t he exact 
wording of ARAKI ' s and SHZlJKI' s statements , as ma.ny year s have 
elapsed si~ce then. 

3. To clarify the natur e of my activities as Chief of the 
General Affairs .Department of the ManchukuQ Governme.nt in the. 
period from 1940 to 1945 I mus t add the followin~: 

The General' Affa+rs Depa·r·tment guided by me was under : the 
direct control of the Prime Minister of ~~a""chukuo. All the 
tr.inist~ of the Manchu'Yuan Government were under · the cont"rol 
of the General Affairs Department , Thus , the.mi nistries with 
the GPneral Aff:d.r·s Dennrtment formed the Gove rnment of Man­
chukuo . The r espc'1si'blli~y for the a•1m1n1stration throu2hn11t 
the whole country l'8sted with me . The Vice- Ch.tef of the ren­
cral Affairs Department and ~11 vice- minister s who in Manc hvria 
wore all Ja~anese were und~r me . All these persons met for 
conferen~es once a w~ek, on Tuesdays . Drafts of deci~io~s o~ 
some or othe r mattAr s made at t hese copferences we re suhwitted. 
for deliberatio.n to the cabinet meetings wh:i ch would take place 
on Wednesday~ , 

As chie f of the General Affair s Departmen t of the Mancn~lruo 
/Government/ I was dir ectly under the control of General lTI~~zu , 
Commander- in- chi ef of the Kwaptung Army and from July, 1944 
under G~neral YAMADA . 

... 
i 

· .. 

The ComJ11and er - j n- chief of' t he Kwantung Army carrj ed .cR t . 
actual g\·idancc of the Manchukt'o Govt' r nr1ent ~ Accardj ng ·to the. 
e~t.ablished rul.~ , . chief of tho General Af'fii irs DepArtr:ii::- ~t r,1P.t · · 
the ComJnande r - ir:r- Chief on s~ tur.day e·ach week . On t hosr: c :;,ys 
chi ef of the Gener~l Affairs Department r~port~d .to th~ C~m­
mander-in- Chief on various matters aPd r eceived instructions 
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from the latter for f11t1·r e D'atter s . In case of nece s ~i ty, 
he met the ·Cornl'l'aT"der-in- Chief in the .middle of the week :to 
get ins t r uctions. All basie and important matte rs as .well 
as measures undertaken by "the Manchukuo Gove rnment h_ad to be 
sanctioned by t he Commar.de r-i~-Chi ef of the Kwan~UDg Army. 
Besides the Commander-in-Grief of the Kwantung Army, the fol­
lowing pe ~s ons were usually present at the copfe r ences on 
Satur~ays : Chief of Staff of t he Kwantung Army, his deputy, 
ch1.ef of the 4th 8ection, and Lt . General i~IYAKE 1 Chief of 
the Central Headquarter s of t he KYO-WA-KAI Socie ty. Lt . · 
G~n~ral MIYAKE also r eportP.d t o the Commanqer-in-C~ief on the 
most i mportant matte r s pertaining to the activities of ~tte 
KYO - WA-KAI Socie ty and r ece ived froD' him ins tructi ons conc"rn­
ing his work . Thus, the Comrrander-in- Chief of the Kwantung 
Army directed not only /the activities of/ tho Manchukuo 
Government but also /those of/ the KYO-WA- KAI Socie ty. . . . 

. 4. On ~age 3 of the Japanese text of my t e stimony dated 
March 26, 1946, I enumerated principal measures which had bP-en 
carried out by the Vanchukuo Gove r nment for the purpose ·of 
creation of a military base for a war aPainst the Sovi e t l'nion. 
To this I add that detailed i nstructions concerT"ing the realiza­
tion of the measur es enume rated by me , i . e ., concerning the 
construction of various military obj ectives, s trategic rail­
roads, airfie lds, border fortifications and others were given 
me by G0neral tTMEZtT , the ColT'lT'ander-in-Chief of the Kwan'tung 
Army. 

5. I must aad th~ followi~g to my t estimony ·concerning 
the Kan-Toku-En /plan/. In SUT"mer 1941, I ·went .to Tokyo and 
vis ited Pt.>ime Mini st.er TOJO . Durtng ou r conversation he said 
to me that in C""lnnection with the rnili t ·"\ r y Kan-.Tokti- En· plan 
1 t w~ s necessAry for the ~'anchukuo Government to· take measures 
for supplying the ro.vant:ung Army /with all that w~s necessa r y/ . 

I r oceived all instructi ons concerning the r eal.i.za tion of 
the ~easu~es for t he Kan-Toki:-En plan as re~ards the Kwantung 
Army from General TTMEZU , Commander - in-Chief of ttie Kwantung 
Army and from Chief of his Staff . It is also necessary to 
point out that 5th Section ~nder Col one l IKEDA, Sumihisa was 
oFgan1zo<1 iti the Hcadqua.rter s of t he Kwantung Army in 1941 . 
This section was enga~ed in studying an occupational system 
for th0 t erritories of the Sovie t Union, which was planned to 
occupy. The l oading Japanese officials of the Uanchukuo 
Government participatPd in t his study . 

6. Conce rning . the construction of military objec ts in 
Manch11ria , it is necessary to point out that the cons truction 
had heen carried out even prior to my appointment as . chief of 
the General Affairs Department of the Manchula:o Gov~rnment . 
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My predec~~ s or at t ht s r)~., t up to 194C "a';> i-lc:-.anrm ; NAok 1 
who in hi s . act i vi t i es, ana i n pa:ticul a r to tna &c:~·n~~. t i~s 
pertain1ng to :the constr.uction .af military obje cts i :i fJanchur ia 
as a mi'li tary base . Af?a inst. the' TT ~~- . s' .Ye: acte tl ·in a·c o ordAn~e 
with the ~n.structions · of· the Kwan tung Army· Corrriander. and .the · 
Chief ·or its Staff'". ' · · · · . .. .. . . . . . . 

Chiefs 'of the Kwantun~ Ar my Staff ~CJO l Hidcki and . 
ITAGAKI, Se i"shi ro .endeavored to earn: e· 1~; :·1 : .~. 1.T,cr1 muas:ure s . 
directed against t he SoviP.t Union a nd ••$C'! l ' . 1 ·- ~: ll~~Hi re sc·l· .rce s 
for that p11rpose . Frorr · J..935 throuP,r1 ~=. 1;·)~1 t ~·.::.s--::d in ~.~::tn::-h"t;r ia 
holding th.a offices of Chief of tne Ai:.dnistn.:c ... ~;e Sec t ion .and 
then of Chj ef of: ~.he Kw~ntung Tetr l tc:-:;r B~reau .. 

Octobe r 20'; 1947. · 

Sworn a.nd . sUb c;cribed to be for e the Under s tpned Office r by the 
above- name.a TAKEBE, .Rokuzo at the rt.~tt~b i.s ~i 21 Buiid ~ng , 
Tokyo, Japan, thi.s 20th day of · O<;:tcb\~t, :1947. · 

. , · . 

'. .2L_I_.~D :~Vhi t e '. 
. · .. Ca pta i n., 

1st s ·ummary Coi.1 rt .Offic.e r · 
~ .. ' 

.Q E B ! I. E l .Q ! . I E · · · 

I, Steve s . Yamamoto, "he r e by certify that I am fully con­
ve rsant wi th the Japanese and English :•.!inguages , and tha t · tn1s 
day, the said .TAKEBE, Rokuzo w.is duly sv: 0rn in - my pre.se nc.e and 
signed said affidavit under qath in my ~r~dence~ . and 'that all 
proceedings · incidental to the administration of said' oath and 
the signing of said Affida~it wer e truly and ~orrectly trani­
la ted from Japanese into English and English into J apanese · 
and fully understood and co~prchended by sbid Affiant • 

. Dated this 20 day of Octcbe r.; 1947, at Tokyo, Japan. 

. . 
.·. 

.. 
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··-.· ·l:r. : .· -· -· . .. ~ ' 
·. \: ·. ·.~---
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