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ARAKI Sadao et al

Sworn Deposition (Tronslation)

Deponent s ~- HIRAOKA, Junzo

Having first du.y sworn:an oath as on attuched cheet and
in accordance with the proceiure followed in mv country T

hereby depcee' as follcws,

1. ¥y name is FIRAOKA, Junzo. I wis born In the Hiroshime
Prefecture on Jsauary 1, 1800, the 23rd year of Nelji, and
appointed second lievtenant in the Army én Dec. 25, 1912, the
Ilst year of Taisho. After having passed, since.then, through
ordinary coursed in the Arty, I was appointed an attache to the
Comrander of the Buma Area Army in March, 1943, and remained
in the same post to the end of the war. I was 001dnel at the

time of surrender. I am now detained in Sugamo Prison.

2. In the last part of February, 1944, T was appointed to
hold the additional post of the adviser to the Burmese Government
and had, thereafter, comparatively many opportunities to contact
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in Burma became worse day by day and the living conditions of
the Burmese people became worse also. So Gen. KIMURA often
forewarned his staff officers that though they were preoccupied
by pressure of severe operational demands, they must not forget
the feelings of the Burmese people, and that they should not
lose their popularity with the Burmese, even at the sacrifice of

some part of the military operations, and had directed the releas:

of some textile goods from the Japanese Army to the Burmese

civilians, and the limitation of the quantity of grain purchasecd
by the Japanese Army. Furthermore, I often witnessed the scenes
in the Departmental Chief Conference or other occasions, in
which he was urging the Chief of the Medical Department of the
Army under his assignment to promote medical relief for the
sick and wounded caused by bombardment, ete., among the Burmess
people .

6. Listening personally to the peoples! voice through the
Burmese leaders, Gen. KIMURA had, notwithstanding the scarcity of
paper, a leaflet entitled "The Attitude to Take Toward the Rurmrse

People" compiled, printed and distributed among soldiers and the
Japanese residents. Furthermore, he had the Vice Chief of his
Staff, etc., give lectures on the kindly treatment of the Burme se
peoples to the 1mportant Japanese civilians in Burma.

7. Such sympathy and sincerity of Gen. KIMURA as above men-
tioned toward the Burmese people helped regain the Conference of
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Burmese in the Japanese Army which has been lessening through
her disadvantageous war situation in the whole Pacific battle
area, especially in Burma, so that the anti-Japanese underground
movements by some groups of Burmese who were arising since the
railny season of 1944 was temporarily stopped.

It was about November, 1944, that many Burmese leaders, comw-

prising Dr. Bahmo, ¥r. Tékin Miya (Vice Premier), Mr. T Ton Aun
(Minister of Cooperation), Mr. Takin Tanton (Minister of Demand
and Supply) and Mr. Uba Win (Home Minister) told me that thevy
were happy to have a benevolent Commander with good understanding
good will and deep sympathy toward Burma, and that they expercted
that the anti-Jopanese atmosphere which wes appearing in some
groups of the Burmese would probably be swept away.

8. In February, 1945, when the war situation in many dls-
tricts was at a most adverse stage to Japan, the handcraft
exhibition was held at Rangoon under the sponsorship of the
Japanesc and attracted the Burmese numbering from 50,000 to
100,000 every day. Furthermore, movie theatres in Rangoon City,
numbering seven or eight in all, were almost packed every day and
night ever after the rebelllon of the National Defense Army in

the latter part of ¥arch of the same year.

9. At the time of evacuation of the Japanese .rmy from

Rangoon, Genoral LILTURA, hdving doeliberutely deeided not to’
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incur the war disaster upon the Burmese people, prohibited, by
order, the burning of the property of the Burmese people., ..t

the evacuation, furthermore, he left the Burmese leaders to do

‘a8 they liked end so a half of the ministers remained in Rangooni
10, JAs the adviser to the Burmese Government, I

somet imes heerd the Burmese Government complain of the junior

grade Japanese military men end civiliens, but I never heard,

during the tenure of my office, of the cruelty committed by the

soldiers of the Burma ,.rea .rmy spoken of by either Governmental

authorities or the people,

On this 8 day of July 1947
At l- Ml _—?' Fl ’E.I

DEPONENT /S/ HIRLOKI, Junzo (seal)

I, KORETSUNE, Tatsumi, hereby certify that the above state-

ment was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signeture &nd

seal thereto in the presence of this witnoess,

On the same date

«t the same place

Witness; (signed) /S/ LORETSUNE, Tetsumi (sesl)
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OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/8/ HIRLOKA Junzo(seal)
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