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~RAK! Sadao et al • I 

Sworn Deposition ( Tronslation) 

Deponent : -- !i1RAOKA, Junzo 

Havilig fL.·~ t du . y sworn · an oath as on at~ lChej cheat and 

. · in accordance with ~he proc.e lure fo~lowed in m~ country I 

he r eby depoee· as foll cws. 

1. }ty name' is !'!RAOY..A. , Junzo. I w i::t bo~·r. in ";lle H!.rosh~rne 

., . 

Prefecture on ~s~uary 1 1 1890, the ~3rd yea r of Meiji, and 

appointed second lie\' tenant in the Army on Dec. 25, 1912, the 

1st year of Taisho. After having passed, since . then, through 

ordinary c ~ursea in the Anty, I was appointed an attache to the 

Cotn11"ander of the amna Area Army in Varch, 1943, and remained 

' : 

•. 

.. 

in the same post to the end of the war. I was Colonel at the 

time of surrender. I am now detained in S'Ugamo Prison. 

2. In the last part of February, 1944, I was appointed to 

hold the ad~1t1onal post of the adviser to the Burmese Government 

and had, ·thereafter, comparatively many- o~p~rtun1t1ea to contact 
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in Burma became worse day by day and t he 11v1ng conditions of 

the Burmese people became worse also . So Gen. KI~URt~ oft en 

forewarned his staff officers tha t though they were preoccupied 

by pressure of severe operational demands , they must not forget 

the feelings of the Burmese peopl e , and that they should not 

lose the ir popularity with the Burmese, even at the sacrifice of 

some part of the milita r y operstiona, and had directed thP roleas1 

of some textile goods from the Japanese Army to the Burmese 

civilians , and t he limita tion of the quant ity of grain purchased 

by the Japanese Ar my . Furthermore, I oft en witnessed the sc~nes 

in the Depa~tmenta l Chief Confe r ence or other occasions, in 

which he wa s urging the Chief Of the Medica l Department of the 

Army under his a ssignment to promote medical relief for the 

sick and wounded caused by bomba rdment, etc., among the Bur"1cs .... 

people . 

6. Listening pe rs ona lly to the peoples • voice through the 

BurmPse l eade rs, Gen. KIMURA had, notwithstanding the scarcity of 

paper, a l eafle t entitled "The Attitude t o Ta ke Towa rd the 13ur~"so 

People" compiled, printed and distributed among sold1e rs and t he 

Japanese r esidents . Furthermore , he had the Vice Chief of his 

Staff, etc., give lectures on the kindl y trea t ment of the Burmese 

peoples t o the important Japanese civilians in Burma . 

7. Suoh sym~athy and sincerity of Gen . KIMURA as above men ­

tioned t owa rd the Burmese people he lped regain the Con f e rence ot 
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Burmese 1n tho Japanese Army which hos been l e ssening throu~h 

h~ r disadvantageous war situation in the whole Pacific battle 

a roa, espec i ally in Burma, so that the anti -Japanese undergr9und 

movements by some groups of Burme se who we re arising since the 

r a iny season of 1944 was temporarily stopped. 

It was about November, 1?44 , that many Burmese l eade r s , com­

prising Dr. Bahmo , trr. Ta kin Miya (Vice Premier), Pr. TT Ton ,\un 

(Min1st~ r of Coopera tion), Mr. Takin Tanton (~inister of Dc~nnd 

and Supply) and ~r. tTba Win (Home M1n1stPr) told me thnt thev 

were happy t o have a benevolP-nt Commander with good und~~sto~ding 

good will and deep sympathy towa rd Sur•M, and tha t they PXpf'ct~1d 

tha t tho anti-Japan ese a t mosphere which wrs appearing in some 

groups of the Burmese would rrobably be ewcpt away . 

a. Jn February , 1945, when the wa~ situation in many dis ­

tricts wns at a most adverse stage to Ja pan, the handcrRft 

exhibition was he ld at Rangoon under the sponsorship of the 

Japanese and attracted the Burmese numbering from 50,000 t o 

100, 000 every day . Furthermore, movie theatres i n Rangoon Ctty , 

numbPring seven or e ight in a ll, were almost packed every day en(l 

night even after the r ebe llion of the Nntionnl De fense Army in 

the latte r part of ~a rch of the same year . 

9 . At the tiwe of evacuation ot the ~apanase .. \rmy from 

l{sngoon_. General l~Il!U'R.A , 11.ClTing dolibor utcly dOC>ide·d. not to ' 
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incur the war disaster upon the 3urmese people, prohibited, by 

order, the burning of the property of the Burmese people. :.t 
the evaouation, furthermore , he loft the Burmese leaders to do 

·as they liked and so a half of the ministers remained in Raneoon~ 

10. As the adviser to the Burmose Government , I 

sometimes heard the Burmese Government complain of t he junior 

grode Japanese military men end civilians, but I never heard, 

during the tenure of .my offioe, of the cruelty committed by the 

soldiers of the Burma •• rea ;.rmy spoken of by either Governmental 

authorities or the people . 

On this ~ day of July 1947 

At I. M. T. F. E. 

DEPOt..'l!NT /S/ HIRJ.OKi., Junz.o (seal ) 

I, !fQ_RJIT[U?!E, '!'a~J.., hereby cortify that tlle abovo state­

ment was sworn by the Deponent , who affixed his signature and 

seal thereto in the presence of this witnoas . 

On the same date 

.~t the same place 

Witness ; (signed ) /~/ I~ORETSUKE , ':i1atsami (seul) 
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OATH 

In accordance with my conscience I swea r to tell tho wholo 

truth withholding nothing and adding nothing. 

. ... 

/s/ HIR!.OKA Junzo( seal) 

.· ~ .. . .... .. . ,, .' .. 
• I i. 

~ / . ~ '··f ••• ·.-
'• ~ '~ I . . . .. 

\ . ... , , 
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