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Doc. No. 5190 
I N THE l!A.TTZR 01' .TAPAtlmE 1Wt CRnt1S All> 
l tl Tl:IB IJ.l.TTIR OP IU -rn~ or BRITJBH 
PHISOtmro or •All ON 3)A!U) THE •TANJ'Olll ~· 

o l l l ll A 11 f. 
I, Colonol ctt·JU.m HIJ01'11' Sl'RlNlER, "'"l ~ l!ec!toal Corpe, at 

present stotionod at Head<?uartere, Soutbol"D Ocmnand, Ml TIS!IJRT, W'JE 
Ot~JI and aa1 ae tollon t -

l. At the time ot the oap1tulat ion ot the Br1'1•h Poroe• to tbe 
.1apaneee in SINC'.L"'ORE in February 1942 I •• V.""'" l>ireotor ot IJcdicol 
nippliee. ·~ayan Conmani!. 

I res1nec1 in ClWGI Sri ti eh Prieour ot War OldllS) until 16 Auguat 
1942. 

2. On 16.8.42 a lart'e party ot all the •Dior ottloera, h-an oolonel 
upwards, CloYernora ana Chief .Tuatioe1, WM moTed h'm Obugl to SlftPpore 
dooka and IJBCked illtO the boW 0 t a ehlp, !bl1 a1 a 'rial patld!lfl' aniJ 
even OD J'apaneae atanbldo w ooulcS not get ln. ••tag •peat tbt night 
in this m11ery tbe nnt 4oy .. were JDOftd to ••tiler lblp and 8891• 
p..,oked into one bold. There d14 not ... to be aaoh dlttennoe lNt there 
we etoyed. Tb~e llhlp, tbt -Tanjong U.N1 , •• a ooe1 ahip an4 the ooal 
debria had not beeo ~. The oontre or tu bol4 •• pUe4 wUb our 
kite ana round tbe es.do• were 2 tier• ot rouab benohlQth le were pecked 
on tbie benching where tbere •• Juat roam tor bodle1 11in« 1id• by aide 
but no room tor bed4111, There •• • double iow ot priaoner1 ol\ the 
benobine l1ins ,.,1th feet inard• an4 ln tbe aNPi'• ot tbe oppo11'1 
priaonere. ife WSl'e peolald a1 ale••• wre P"oktcS 11l the borror1 ot th• 
·~1d4l• Pauaee•, hen theft there •• 1»t ~ tor •••~• an4 the 
remainder bad to lie on the kit• ill \be oentn ot 'b• bolt, 'l'beiie •• no 
waeh1ng water and no 4r1nk1n« wter tbouah plaia CHiil tea •• proT14ec' 
at infrequent 1ntervala, The lotrino1 smrtlc1e4 wre rouah woo4o !'hol t•~: ~ 
on a vecy narrow dock eangwt\f • They wero ot tl'\9 tro\lgh type and WC>r ft 
rarely hosed down. 

Defore leav1~ Ohonpi we 'Nr• ordered by the 111pnneee not to hrins 
ony mf'dic~l storoe a n.. nea'aed ~at e't'erythlng would be l)rc>Tiaed on bonrd 
ship. tn spite of +.bto ordor all medioal ottioer1 bro\l8ht aome m0d1os l 
supplit a qnd it wr e: ., ,11 we d 1d eo 01 not a ainsl• drua or cSreseinr. wno 
provided on the old11 d\rine t he TOyage nor wae an.y hoapit11l oooonvrodatfo1. 
provided oven under tho mo1t ur1rent pleading, 

~e spent 14 doya in thia Hell Db1p in A troploal olimot1. The 
&llaoe provided tor all purpoeee tor aaoh two 1n41viduale waa 10 tt x ~A 
ft. Heed epaoo wae f au.r to at to the iron plato1 or the <Sook abovo. The 
sun beat on thie iron du,..4 ~ the day, znodo 1t too bot to touoh anO t ur n1..• 
the space below into on v. ~n. Prickly hoat rapidly deYeloi>ed en4 ae 
rapidly turned into boile al'\CI liropical pemphi·goua. 1'hore wore '99 
oi J'ioer a ond men in thie hold, anO the deolc apace waa 11 t t le moro than 
2 narrow s nngwaya. 100 mon woro allowed on deck at a time tor troah 11~, 
bt oa our eiok 1noreasoc1 thie ohonge oTer number wee more oa4 D""'re .. ,. 
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,. ~J i~e( 1 os it became a matter or l 1fe and death tor patients to (tet out 
ot tho toul at:nosphere of the hold. As the diarrhoea and dysentery coseo 
incre'l aed in nUi:ibero a~ aeYerity the deck conditions became foul . 
These untortune. te peo.,le could not con t rol themoolvos owing to the 
urgency and trcquenoy of :their need and the COJlE(eation in the te" 
lotrineo ovaila'ole. The' dccke were bea}Xlttered with human dejeota ond 
the worst oneea could not get up and down the narrow and steep wooden 
(langway to the hold . They lay day and night on the deck or batch cover 
juet outside the latrines. For the \'IDrst oacea we tried to rig up 
improvised head cover but the Japaneee objected to this . 

No cases died on board ship. ·.fe landed ot Takau on 31.8.42. and 
w1 thin o week or ten days the followine wer" dead• - At torney Gen. Howell, 
Lt. Col. Kennedy, I.M.s., Capt • • falker , Lts . Kemlo, Dowling end Griffin, 
R.E, All died from dysentery which they de 1eloped on the eea journey 
trom Si~apore and for llhioh they got no medicine nor care trom Japaneee 
eourcea during the voya~e . On landing isr. Howell a~ Lt. Ool. Kennedy 
TTerc admitted to a Japanese poopital ~ractioolly moribund . They nere 
put in a ward by thernsclve r ond nivon neither medicine nor nursin('. 
Thoy were literolly left to o.i.~ . rrhich they did in a doy or two. 

t.,lORN by the oforeanid ClWlLW HER.BEm' ) 
$'MUNGER at 6 Sprin~ Cardone in the ) 
City of 11l!Sl'J,'1Nm'ER this 25th day of ) 
Februnry, 1946. ) 

BlaORE ME 

(signed) A.t!. BEl.L..f)tACDONALD 
1!ajor Lepal Statt 

Otf ioe ot the Jud~ Advoo~te General, 
LONDON, '3 • .'I . l. 

Certiticd true copy. 

(~igned) T. U>RNANE. 
Lt . Col . 

(a!P.ned) c.n. Sl'RINC!;R 
Colon!'l . 
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