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, UNITED NATIONS VAR CRIMES COMIISSION.
SECRET. . ; S e ey

 October 15th, 13L5.
REPORT ON VISIT TO IESBADEN

October 7th - 12th, 1945.

. The party, consisting of the Chairman, Lord Wright, General de Baer, -
Colonel Hodgson, Ir. Szerer and Lieut.-Colonel Wade, arrived on October 7th at .
Wiesbaden where they were accommodnted, and hospitably entertained, as guests
of the United States Forces. The programme included: attendance at the
Hadamar Trial; visits to the War -Crimes Branch Decumentation Centre, ~and a sl ¢
visit to RNuremburg by two members of the party.

S I. THE HADAMAR TRIAL ; k

(I“rcm notes and Press outtlngs ;
a fuller narrative will be vritten
vhen the transcriptsare available.)

This trial was huld. in the Court Rocm of the Landeshaus ot Wiesbaden
before a specizl United States Militery Ccmmission,: mns:.st:m,_, of "six

n"'lccrs, appointed by.General Eisenhowere The prosecutor wos Colonel Jewereki: of £
the imericen Army, Chief of the War Crimes 3ranch, Triel Section. ;

The defence was conducted by three American officers, assisted by four
prominent Wiesbaden lawyers, }d. LATERNSER, KUPFER, STEMPEL end KAUFMANN:
Polish and Russian observers were watching the proceedings; Colonel Scott Barrett,
Judge Advocate General for the British Axrmy or the Rhine, vias also prescn‘ during
part of the trial.
American milita.ry interprct'eré translated the questions of counsel and
ensviers of witnesses. Arguments betwecn the american counsel on points of law
and- procedure were not, as a rule, transleted. :

: The indictment was worded as follows:
wCkarge: Violation of International-Law. : ; &

"Specification: In that Alfens KLEIN, Adclf WAHIMANII, Heinrich RUOFF,. :
Karl WILLIG, Adolf MERKLE, Irmgard HUBER, and Fhillip BLUM, acting jointly and
in pursuance of a common intent and acting for and on behalf of the then
German Reich, did, -from en or about 1st July 1944 to on or about 1st April 1945
at Hodamar, Gemmany, wilfully, deliberately and wrongfully, aid, abet and

- participate in the killing of human beings of Polish and Russian nationality,

. their exact names end number being unknovm but aggregeting in excess of 400,
and who were then and there confined by the then German Reich as an exx.rc:.se of
belligerent control.”

The follewing additional details concerning the accused were given in the
Press: : ' : : :

"Alfons Klein, admpinistrator of the Hademar Heilanstolt where the
_systematic killings arc allegéd to have token place. He vas an SS
officer znd chief »'.-'retmtivc of the s':n-noriu:n.

"Drd Adolf ..Jxlx.u)m, madiecal du‘cctcr of the institu te, was accused
oi '-‘v’OIY'iP out the fechnique and falsifying death certificates.

"Heinrich Ruof'f, chief male nurse, <wus accuscd of cuperyvising and
administering the injections. ;
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"Karl Willig, Ruoff's as ssistant and latcr t‘h:wf male nurse,
was also an active Nezi party mﬂmbcr. :

"idolf Merkle, chicf clerk of thc usylum, wos charge.d vn.th
i‘als:.fying rt.cords 0 lc{,ium...‘izc thc deaths.

s : "Irmgard Hubcr, h-5 years old, chicf fcine ‘lc nurse of the = r s : 7 s s |
f Sy © institute, was choarged with administering the fatal doses to
many of the Russian.and Folish ivomsn patients.

"Philipp Blun \ro.s the bus:cst man at the hospital, accord:.ng
tc the prosecution.  As the institute's undertaoker he h:xd,chnrg.

‘of collecting valu..blcs from the victims before 'blu'ymg them :m
mass graves." : i =

Evidence for the prosecution, g:.ven by i'ormer nurses . of thc Hodamar
~asylun, was reported in the Press as follows: !

"ldinna Zuchow, practical nurse at the hosp:.tul,was first : :
7 vitness. She said she saw a group of Polish women including g &
g two children aged one and four received at the hospital in i
: ‘ : : , August 19L4.  She had been instructed by Chief Nurse Irmgard
e - . Huber to prepare three rooms for them.  Later, she said, she
saw male nurse Heinrich Ruoff inject them with hypodermics.
Their bedies were removed che or two hours later. 'No one
wno went intc.the room came out clive,! she said. :

"Edith Thomas, seccnd witness, was serretary to iAdolf
: : : vahlmarn, 69 year old Heidelberg gradustc. She testified : %
picci) : .iiahlmann and Adolph Merkle, office manager, falsificd death
' ~ certificates for 21l foreign werkers who ceme there.  She ‘
- identified rccords cnd the 'death book.'  She said that G 7
although workers were killed upen arrival, records, made out :
weeks lo:ber s indicated they died :[‘rom pneumonia."

; : Accorchng to statements made volunt:z.ly, beforg t‘xe trial, by Klein
the administrztor, and Ruoff, chicf male nursc, orders had been given in 1940

by Germen higher authorities for mcntal paticnts to be killed and cremated;

more than 50,000 persons, it-was said- had perishaed in-this way; Russians and

Poles vere not medically examined on admission, and they h:x& 2ll ch'.d within a
fe..r howrs of arrival.

In his evidence before the court, Klein contended that he was not
© responsible for these murders, a2s he had merely trensmitted the orders of
Bernotat (who has since died). Huber, the.chief female nurse, who also gave
s evidence, said she.had never had enything to-do with the Poles and Russizns
- ; ; beyend arranging for their accommodation on arrival. -

Some evidence, whichsas an interest outside the limits of this trial,
vas given by Dr. Quambv:-h, a former prosecutor Tor the Wiesbaden arca. His
Chief Prosecutor, at Frankfuri, told him that he and other prosecutors had been
invited by "the Minister" (presumably the Hinister of Justice, "‘uiz.rzxck) to
Berlin; - they werc taken to his private room, where he showed them o rhotostat
of: an order by the Flhrer, authorising the killing of mental patients "in certsin
circuns ‘,:u*cr*s"-ﬁu.ch ver¢ rever defined. = That order, Quambusch said, was not a
lews but on Administrative Regulation; in cross-examinaticn he scid it only
applied to mental coses, net to other sick persons.

The case wesstill procc-:da_n,(; when the members of the Lo wnission lef't
VWiesbaden.
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SOME LEGAL FOINTS. ,

‘ As ‘soon as the charge had ‘b‘.cn read the defence nsked that it should
be dismissed on the ground that there was nc bedy of international law under
which the defendants could be #ricd; thoat the Commission wns only competent ;
to try crimes cemmitted during—not prior to—the Occupaticn, and only ageinst
Amcricen nationals.  Further, -that Poland was cenquered, not occupied, territory,: 2|
governed by German legislation; and that, as regards the treatment of Russians, - ; i
Germany vas not bound, as towards Russia, by the Geneva Convention. = The & :
Prosecutor rprposcd these arguments, founding himself, inter alia, on the clause
of the Hague Conventioch which compels an Occupying Powcr to respect the "lives"
of the inhabitants, and likewise on the American and German i{anucls concerning .
the Iaws and Customs of War. He also contended that, in 2ddition to written
law,-a great body of umwritten international laws ho.rl been estabhshed. by custem
and usage ameng mt:.ons.

The defénce mort tham once tried to introduce evidence as to the killing

.of Germans "as well as of members of the United Nations, with a view to showing

that the acts of the defendants were pert of a regularized system.  The
Prosccution successfully cpposed these attempts, and evidence was confined
strictly to the murders of Poles ‘and Russ:.ans.

An obacction by the Prosccu..o*m to the cross-exmnmnta.on of 'his witnesses

. on matters not arising out of their evidence was upheld by the President, subject

to the right of the defence to call thesec witnesses for the defence. On the
other hand, it was ruled that this limitation did not apply to the 1nt¢._rrogatlon .
o’ accused perscns by the Proaeoutor.

REACTIONS OF THE PUBLIC.

The imncnsa scale of the killings at Hadamar ha.d, it appears, .,hocked the
local irhabitants;. complaints had been made about the stench from the :
crematoriim, and t‘ln had led to the adoption of burials in mass graves.

Evidencn given at the trial showed that some pceple had beén arrested by
the Gestapo for talking sbout what happcncd at Halamor.  Klein, the administrator,
was stated, in court, to have been more in fcer of' the public thon of the :
invading troops, when the district was libera.éd.

Before the tricl opened the Prosecutor had anncunced that 200 scats would
be available for the public, that the.Chairman of the United Nations Wer Crimes
Commission, besides Russicn and Polish qbservers, would be prescnt at the trial,
and that all "thln]flnf Germans" were invited to attend and sec how Justice was
done. A

The -public rP"pcndt.d f‘:uzly well to this invitation.  Some. figures given
in court concerning the numbers who had been killed made an evident impression.
ilhen a witness was being questioned on this subject a man in the audicnce shouted
out: "More than 40,000." He yas at once removed by the militaxy police.  For
the rest, the general attitwde off the German part of the audience s apathefic;
this may, howcver, huve been due. to want of familiarity with the procedure, and
to the acoustics .of the building. -
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II. THE FIESEAVEN. DOCUENTATION CENTRE.
(secmfc/gfyc) 2 - o

sanetaddréessat thi's "cn..rc at ..:u.sb..dm igs:

~ Recerds Subsn.ctlon nf the U.S. Aruy,
* Wexr Crimes Branch for ?In.esoaden, ;
Centre: (A.P. 0 S PTE

The: Tn:.rd U.S. Army has ‘li}cex'dsg & Doenentation Centreé.

- & v

- : ' _SOURCES.

O ————

; The chief sources of dcc\ments vhich reach the nfi‘:.ce of the J’.A.\(.C Be
(Judge Advocate, War Crimes Branch) at Wiesbaden arc:

. War Department” : .'.ash:mgtrn, D.C.
Ca."rp Ritchie . = 3 Maryland. =
% .I:R:8. (now called L. .D.u.) : Lendon. : =

E.D.S. (Evaluation Disseminatien Seetion) ! Lendon
G.P.C.C. (Grrup Producticn Centrol Co: xruss.mn) . Berlin.

Depending on the G.P.C.C. are:

Ministerial Cellection Ccn’tru, I\a.:scl, Gc.rmn_,' A
rorc.ign Office’/Recerds, arburg, Gcrna.ny ] e ' .

_U.s.;-’.z..'r., Cberursecl.

Depending on.: the latter are: -

Third Aray, Freising Centrec...
Seventh Arny, Heidelberg Centre.  -° .

ACCESSICN LISTS . e =

In order to.receive "accession lists," i.e.; lists cf deccunents recently
acquired by the cbove sourcesy applicaticn should be made, on the high level,
te: : 3

Cof SG2 5rd UsSe Aruy, A.F.Q. LO3.

h ('1 S G- 7‘." UeSe ‘:1' £ ..o.LoO- 7‘-\)-

ABBREVIATED TITLES OF RERORTS.

Reports reeceived in docurentation centres bezr the: following code names
of the units which issue then. >

Mel.I. Milivary Ir.«,l..‘;,uncc. uztv.rrnu‘ tion.
+: L., Intewropeticn Prisénors: ofciiad.1.
D.I.C. : _Tetailed Interrc,"t.wv' Cenire. 7
0.8.:D.T.C, Cogicined Serviees  Datailed Interroagniion Centre.
¢ + M.F.I.U. ' Mcbhile Field Interrogaticn Init.
F.I.0. ' Field Interrogiticn Detachment.
AePeN.I.U. Air Prisoners ci” War Interrozation Unit.
P - WxxX - paérican Letschment within £.8.D.1.0C.

+ . Hew ecemoined as 4.1.0.
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The "Offi'ice of Chief of Counsel" (Justiée Jackson's Orzenisation) nas

a liaison officer, who maintains continual touch with the Viecsbaden Records
“Subsection, and kmows what documents they receive and possesse.

v ety

The Viesbaden Records Subsection receives 2 very large number of documents .
and reports. It has a 1ost complete and well-staffed system of filing ond
indexing documents. A concise summary is made of each document, =s it comes in,
showing the nature of its contents, and this sumary is c:.rcul..ted for information :
m.th:.n the Judge advocate's ’bra.noh. o

" The file of these sumicrics constitutes, in itself, & useful reference
index. 3 ‘ : 3

III. ATROCTI‘IES AT -DACHAU AND BUCHEITWALD

! : The Judie Advocate General's War Crimcs Br&nch Staff at Wiesbaden are
vollecting material concerning Dachau atrocities in preparation for a”tricl,
and welcome information on this subject. - They were intercsted in the United
Kingdom charge UK - G/B 102, which wes shovn to them; and they cre endeavouring
to obtain the cvidence of cne of the British off1c~..rs ment:.oncd in it.

Material for a trial concerning a‘rocltles at Buchem:J.d is also be:mg
collected.
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