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Friday, 27 Septerber, 1946

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRTBUNAL
FOR THE FAR EAST
Court Hovse of the Tribunal
ylar Ministry Building
Tokyo, Japan

The Tribunal met, pursuant to ad journment,

Appearanccss
For the Tribunal, same as before.

For the Prosecution Section, same &S befores.

For the Defense Section, same as before,

(English to Japancse and Japanese
to English interprctation was made by the -

Language Section, IMTFE.)




MARSHAL OF THE CCURT: The International
Military Tribunal for the Far East is now in session.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr., lMcKinney.

MR, McKINNEY: As shown in exhibit No. 486,
Ambassador TOGO stated to Von Ribbentrop on the 28th

of Jammary, 1938, that the time would soon come when

Germany and Japan should begin discussions of com-
mercial and trade agreements reparding the New China
which was about to be constructed.

The prosecution's document No, 4031-B is

now offered by introduction into evidence. It is a

"Pro Memoria" bearing date of the 29th of June, 1938,
and relates to the promotion of close economic co-
oneration between Japan and Cermany in China,
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4031-B will receive exhibit No. 591.
(Whereunon, the document above
referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit
No. 591 and was received in evidence.)
MR, McKINNEY: I will now read exhibit
No. 591:
"Cony "Berlin, 29 June 1938
"Secret!

"Pro llemoria




"T,) 1In the repeated discussions which
Reich Minister for Foreign Affairs von RIBBENTROP had
with the Japanese f’mbassador in Berlin, TOGO, over the
eccnomic construction /Ayufbau/ in China, the Reich
I'inister recognized the special position which Japan
holds in China and shared the view with the Ambassador
that Japan and Germany must cooperate economically
sti1ll more closely in China in the spirit of the Anti-
Comintern Fact which had been concluded between the
two countries. Accordingly, the Reich Hinister de-
clared to the Ambassador the willingness of the German
. Government to try to do its best for economic and tech-
nical coovneration with Japan in China. He at the

same time expressed the wish that the Japanese

" | Government for its part would proceed in the same

| manner and that in narticular it would take an

especially generous and considerate attitude especially

as regards Gerran foreign trade in China.

"IT.) After the ambassador had informed
the Jananese Government of the course and result of
the conversations as depicted above, the Ambassador
was then instructed by the Imperial Government to
communicate the following to the German Government:-=
The Japanese Government is agreed with the points

mentioned in I.) and accordirgly intends, with regard




to the economic activitv cor cerning Germany's foreign

trade in China to observe the following lines in future.

"a,) In future the Japanese Government
will consider Germany particularly benevolently in

her economic activities in Chira and will at least

grant _her the most favorable treatment that third

powers (excepting "anchukuo) will enjov, and 1is

accordingly prepared in individual cases, in which
futvre proposals will be made by Germany with a bearing
on this, to promote German interests where possible.
This benevolent treatment of Germany of course does
not exclude Japan's economic cooperation with third
nowers.

"h,) The Japanece Government is of the

oninion that German foreien trade_in China has to

stand fundamentally on the same footing with the
Javanese. It will consequently do its best for both
countrics to enjoy the same treatment as regards
customs and accordingly in the event of any special
import and export regulations, management of foreign
bills of exchange or other measures for the control
of goods and payment arrangements being met with,

which make the position of equality of Germany prac-

tically imnossible, for example concerning the

differcent nature of German or Japanese currencles.




German intercsts will be particularly henevolently

considered and at least the most favorable treatment,

that other powers (excluding Japan and Manchukuo)

enioy, will be granted to her."

Prosecution document No., 4031-A is offered

in evidence. It is an explanation by éibbentrOp of

his discussion with Japanese fmbassador TOGO of the
"Pro Memoria" on the subject of economic cooperation
in China,
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No., 4031-A will receive exhibit No. 592.
(Whereupon, the document above
referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit
No. 592 and was received in evidence.)
MR, McKINNEY: (Reading)
"R, M, 240
"Phe Japanese Ambassador TOGO, who had
announced himself, visited me today at 13.30 hours.
"He handed me the Pro Memoria attached in
the enclosure. As an cxplanation he added that the
Japancse Government would like to avoid the expression
"North China' in such a Pro Memoria and would like to
put 'China' in its place. Furthermore the Japanese

Government was not able to assure Germany a better




position than all other powcrs in a treaty form,
Therefore the formula mentioned at the end of the Pro
liemoria had been chosen in order to meet our wishes
ns far as nossible., I declared myself not satisfiecd
with the formula,

"Arong other things I explained to the
Japancse Ambassador whether the formula in varagraph
a.) of the Pro Memoria could not be changed in such a
vay so that 1t would rcad: 'to further German interests
to a specially preat degrec' instcad of 'to further

German interests as far as rossible,!

"The Japanese Ambassador seemed to consider
a change of that sort possible,

"After that he once more emphasized in epic
verbosity that the Japanese Government would do every-
thing necessary to secure the German interests. The
idea of his statements secmed to be that one was, to
be suc e, in practice willing to grant Germany a
better position than all the other nations and to
express this in the test as far as nossiblc, but that
one wonld not agree to commit onesclf in a definite
treaty form. The Japancs~ Ambassador further declared

that he would also willingly accept further German

proposals for modifications regarding the Pro Memoria,

"I exolained to the Japanese Ambassador




that at nresent I could not take up a standpoint
regarding the text of the Pro liemoria. To me it
secmedl that the draft did not go further than the

most preferential treatment which, in view of Germany's

special situation, was not satisfactory. However, I
wonld have this plan thoroughly examined and would
then give him a report regarding the outcome of this
examination.

"The Japaneso Ambassador then briefly
mentioned the present situation of the German-Japancse
negotiations for the commercial treaty. Unfortunately
Japan was at prescnt not capable of vnaying foreign
bills of exchange to a greater extent.

"T declared that I was not informed about
details and referred him to Min, Dir, WIEHL,

"The Japanese Ambassador then cxpressed
his thanks for the support which Min, Dir, WOHLTAT
had given him at the whaline confercnce in London.,

"I then informed the Japanesc ‘mbassador
that our military advisors would probably leave
Hankow on § July. It had not been altogether easy
to effect their departure. In connection with the
recall of Ambassador TRAUTMANN a number of combinations

regarding severing of German-Chiness relations and the

recognition of the Peking Government had been in the




Japan2sc opress. T would be thankful if the Japanese
nricss could be influenced in such a way that it would
rcfrain from such combinations,

"The Japancse /mbassador then expressed
himesclf optimistiecally regarding the further develop-
ment of the military operations. After a capture of
Hankow the nosition of CHIANG KAT-SHEK seemed to him
unteonable,

"Berlin, 29 June 1938,

"Signed RIBBENTROP,"

Prosecution documcnt No, 4031-C is prescnted

for introduction irto evidence. It 1s a memorandum

by Minister Direetor Wiehl of 6 July 1938 rcparding a

conversation with Ambassador TOGO on the subject of
trade in China,
"HE FRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERK OF THE COUXT: Prosecution's document
No, 4031-C will receive exhibit No. 593.
(Ythercupon, the document above
referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit
Vo. 593 and was received in cvidence.)

MR. McKINNEY: I will now read exhibit No.

"Berlin, 6 July 1938
"MEMORANDUM




0N A CONVERSATION VWITH THE JAPANESE AMBASSADOR, ON
6 JULY 1938,

"T0GO, who had announced himsclf, made
refercnce to the fact that the Reichminister in the
conversation of 29 June had referred him to me re-
gardinp details of the pending economic negotiations.
At first he spoke about the present situation of the
German-Janancse nepotintions for the trade agreement
and said that, in the last conversation of his
Commercial Attache SHUDO with !, D, WOHLTHAT and L. R.

VOSS, we had expressed certain wishes for the accept-

ancc of German goods by Japan up to the amount of 160

million yen, suepested by Japan, for normal export,
and had declared ourselves willing to take into con-
sideration the Japanese suggestion for an agreement
rcgarding an additional export of 150 million yen,
half apainst Japanesc goods, half on credit, in the
event of the Japanesc government congidering our
wishes favorably, He had telegraphed this outcome of
the conversation of his Commercial Attache to Tokyo
and had rccommended consideration of our wishes.
After having received instructions he would again
contact me,

"Then the Ambassador again spoke about the

Fro liemoria on German-Japanese cconomic cooperation




in China 2nd insisted particularly and obstinately on
h1s counterplan which he had handed to the German
Forcipn Minister on 29 June and which the Reichs-
minister had already declared unsatisfactory. The
differcnees of opinion referred to the following
peints:

"(1) According to our suggestion the Pro
'emoria was to refer to 'the arcas of China which are
under Japancse influence.' The Ambassador wishes to
recplace these words throughout merely by 'China' and
brought un as a reason that the Japanese government

hoped to extend its influence over all of China,

therefore it was for general reasons undesirable to

acknowledge in this document the possibility of a

division of China into areas which either were or
| were not under Japanese influence, In answering this
I stressed that, with our stipulation of text, we
merely wished to clarify that the agreement did not
apply to such areas which finally would remain of
China without being under Japanese influence. In
itself this was natural because the Japanese govern-
ment could of course only take over responsibilities
for such areas in which it had influence. Therefore

I was willing to ask for the Relchsminister's decision

whether he approved of the Japanese suggestion, to




put only 'China' in the parts of the Pro Memoria
concerned,

"(2) The Japanese counterdraft wishes to
put the words 'German foreign trade' where, in various |
narts, it says 'German trade' in China., I declared
to the Ambassador that we could not agree to this.
The reconstruction amd securing of the commercial
activity of Cerman firms in China was for us an un-
avoidable prerequisite for the economic cooperation
in China desired bv both governments. This commerecial
activity, hovever, not only consisted of the import
and export of German goods by these firms to or from
Germany, but also of trade within China and of media-
tion for export of Chinese goods to third countries
for instance America and England. At last the Ambas-
sador conceded this and consented that at the end
of (1) and in (II) befor: the letter (a), just
'Germany's trade in China' should be put in place of
'foreign trade.'

"(3) The Japanese suggestions for changes
under the letters (2) and (b) present the main dif-
ficulty. The Ambassador persisted that the Japanese
governmant could not promisec us a better position

than third powers and equal treatment with Japan re-

garding taxes, revenues, duties, traffic fees, etc.




In answering I declared to him ag2in and apain that,
in view of our support of the Japanese action in China
rendered vwith considerable sacrifices, we felt entitled
to 2 better position than such powers which not only
did not support Japan but laid, wherever they could,
obstacles in her way, 1In any case I did not have the
right to leave off from this demand in view of the
binding instructions of the Reichsminister. Still the
Ambassador asked me to again obtain the opinion of the
Reichninister a2nd also referred to the fact that
VON RAUMER had promised him another examination, from
the legal standpoint of the suggestions which differed
from our vcfston. At last I declared myself ready to
renort to him the final attitude of the Reichsminister
and the eventunl outcome of this legal examination.
"(4) Finally the Ambassador told me that
he hnd been cmpowered by his government to give the
planned Pro Memoria a legally more binding form by a
mutual provisional signing. T responded that I would
bring this to the notice of the Reichsminister but
pointed out that the Reichsminister, as was known,
had proposed through VON RAUMER the form of an exchange
of notes. Thc Ambassador was of the opinion that his

government considercd the form of an exchange of notes

impractieal on account of the necessary but difficult




and time-consuming consent of the Privy Council.

"Signed WIEHL,"




TL.E PRESIDENT: Mr, Tavenner,
IR, T/.VENNER: I now offer prosecution
cocurcnt 4041 in evidence, It is a memorandum
by iinistcr Director Wichl, bearing date 28 July
1938, and relates to trade in China,
ThE PROSIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,
CLCRK OF THI COURT: Prosccution's document
No. 4041 will recelve exhibit No., 594,
(Whereupon, prosccution's exhibit
No. 594 was rceeived in cvidence:)
'R, T.VENNER: (Rcading)
"Berlin, 28 July 1938
"MLMORANDUM
"On 27 July 1938 I went to sec the Japanese
Lrbassador and told him on instructions of the German
Reichs iLiinister, that the Reichs Minister, even after
anothcr thorough deliberation, dic not find satis-
foetory the last Japancese proposal for the wording
of tiic 'Pro Memoriz' rcgarding North China, according

|
to which Germany was to bc promised only an ‘espceially |

favor:ble! trcatment and that he stands on the demand j

for a pronisc for 'nreferential trectrment over against

|
tlidrd states.' This demand was mercly the natural
consequence of the speeial relation between our two

cnuntries and the great sacrifices with which we




were sunoorting the Japancse acvunce in North China,
4 treatment which is only ‘espeeially favorable!
howcver, did not sufficiently do justice to this
situation.

“coveral reports from our recpresent:tives
in China hac contributcd to the decision of thc
German Reichs iinister, from which it could be seen
trat also in the alrcady pezceful part of North
China every forecipgn tradc was belng ruthlessly
climinated in faver of the vapancse, and that thereby
any more f.vor-ble trectment of the German trade weas
in no way taking placc. This action imduced the
irpressinn, that the long range Japanesc ccononie
policy in liorth China systematically lead to orincipally
climinating cvery forcign trade, even the German, and
only permitting it in so far as Japan itself weas
not eapable of delivery or receipt. As evidence of

this I presented the ambassador the note vneclosed

in copy, in which five cases of corplaint are presented

and rade supplementary oral exolanations based on

a detailed memorandum rgarcing the situation of German
ceonomic intercsts in North China, cspecially rcgarding
the complcte exclusion of Germany which has set in
since the Japancse occupation in two fields in which

we hiave hed a leading position for many years,




namely, in the dellvery of railroasds and the hydro-
eleetric fisld., It followed from all of this that
it was not a ouestion of an especially favorabie
treotment, not to speek of a prefercntial treatment
of Germeny in North China,

"I sdded, that Ambassador OTT would be commiss-

ioncd to present these complaints in Tokyo and to

ask the Jepanesec government for information regerd-

ing its intended futurc economic volicy in North

Chine, /Ambassedor OTT, during his prescnce here,

had 2lso been informed of the course of the dis=-

cussions here rcgarding economic cooveration in North

China =snd informed of the differences of opinion

which still exist rcgerding the wording of the Pro

Memoria and would, when the opportunity presented

itself, on his pert inform the J epanese government

in Tokyo of the concept of the Reichs Minister,
"Especlelly the latter stetement wes obviously

extremely disegreceble to Mr, TOGO #nd upon my report

on the commissioning of Ambassedor OTT, which were

at first more indicetory, he poscd scveral counter

questions, until I madc this commissioning more

premise in the monner shovn nbove.

"Impertielly (speeking), lfr, TOGO objceted

th=t hec hsd alweys done his best to do something




about such Cermen complaints rc: North China, and
in two instances he hed cven succccded in the
(1nter findings showed that he hed actually gone to

some trouble regerding Point 2 of the Appendix, that,

hovever, the Japrnese assent which hed been given

to it wrs not sufficicnt), He would now report to
Tokyo the compleints enumersted in the eppendix end
in my orsl stntements., If up to now no espeeially
frvoroble trestment of Germeny in North China hes
teken place, then this wrs related to the fret that
on cgreement could Just not be rceoched on the Pro
Memoris in which this especinlly frvorable treotment
wee to be agrced upon," --

TYE PRUSIDENT: In line threc of that paragreph
you just read the phrese "succceded in the" appecrs
in our copies. Should that rced "esucccoded in that"?

MR. TAVENN¥R: The word "the" is thec corrcct
word; "succceded in the,"

THE PRESTDENT: It is senscless. VYowever,
it docs not matter much,

MR, TAVINNER: VYes, sir, It could either
be o misprint or it eovld be #n error in the trons-
1ation. (Rending continued:)

"I expressed my astonishment et this remark,

pointing out that from genernl circumstances alone,




—

6,601

such ~n espceially favorable trestmont cven without
cgrecment wae understood to be 2 metter of coursc,

After o few excuscs the Ambassador admitted this,

meintalned, however, thet the stopping of wrr materiel

delivery to China and cspeciclly the reeall of the
militery odvisors hnd only come about such o short
ime ngo thot the effecet of this gesture of friendship
could not yet hove carricd through to (change) the
attitude of the Jupernesc authorities everywhere
in North China, He, too, presumed that on account
of this gesture of fricndship much would now improve
of its own accord olong the lines of our wishes,
"Finrlly the embasssdor medec recmerks concern-
ing other deteils of the wording of the Pro Memoria,
from vhich I eould surmise thet he was, nevertheless,
very much intercested in » further discussion 2lso
here on this/subjcet/, and that he possibly still
hes one or another concession on hand, which up to
now, he has not brought forth. Fe also ingquired =s
to vhat ~ttitude the Gierman Reichs Minister hed trken
to the form of the Pro Momorie, namely exccution
by mutusl signing.
"I answered that the Reichs Minister had not

taken sny ettitude townrds these other deteils, os

it wes of no usc to go more decply into these questions, |




as 1ong as the nain point, nemely the demend for

preferential treatment was rejected by the Japanese
¢ide, But since Mr. TOGO insisted, and as it could
be of edvantege to find out something about other
possible Jepanese concessions, s#nd ec he seems to

be somevhet under prescsure by the paresllel =ction

of our Ambessrdor in Tokyo, I at last promised him
that I would get the decision of the Reichs Minister
regarding continuation of the discussion.,

"signed ITHL

"To be submitted to the Reichs Minister
the Secretary of State,"

And then enother note: "To be submittcd to

Relchs Minister, vie the State Secretery, with
2 reouest for » decision on the lest sentence of
memorandun,

"Ambassedor OTT has been informed by telegreph
and 2sked to reise compleints in the sqme direction
with the Japesnese Covernment., '"IRHL"

I now present prosecution documcnt 4041-3
in evidence., This is an nccount berring date 24
July 1938, concerning the situstion of Cerman
economic interests in the perts of Chins occupied
by Jepan, t» ‘finister Dircctor Wichl., The report

i1z unsigned. It 1c a captured enemy document from the




files of thoe Cerman Foreign Ministry.
THY, PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,
CLIRK OF TEE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4041-B will receive exhibit No, 595,

("hereupon, prosecution's exhibit

No., 595 wrs reccived in evidence.)

IRe TAVENNER: This document is presented
for the purpose of showing thet once Jepan scquired
military control of the srens in China, she subjugated

the Chinese economy in thosec erees,




(Reading) ¢
"Account
Concerning the situaticn of German Eeconrmice Interests
in the pvarts of China cecupied by Japan,

III.

MHDTUNA O

"In view of the reacticns wrich the Japa-
nese-Chinese cenflict ineviiably exercises upen fore

elzn eccnomic interests in China, the Japanese Gevern-

ment hes repeatedly declered its intentirn tn respect

et HT Y >

these foreign interests and tec maintazin the nrinciples
¢f the Open Deor and the principle ~f the equal
pessibilities,

"In additicn tr thet the Javanese Gevernment
has vremiced cur eccnemie interests in China a nrefer-
ential treatment in ccnsiderecticn of the special re-
latlcns existing between Germany and Jevan and the
great friendship which Germany has shown since the con-
clusion of the anti-Comintern agreement, through the
reccgnition ~f Manchuria, the recalltrf military
advisors and the suspensirn ~f all war material sup=-
plies to China,

"One could n~t see clearly what practical
censequences these Jananese premises for the German
eccncmic interests had 2s long as tre area of TIENTSIN,

FEKING an? TSINGTAO in Nrrth China, and the triangle

Shanghai-Nanking=Hangcheow in 11iddle China were battle i




areas a8 leng as there wes fighting, it was dcubtful
whether the messures of the Jangnere military auther-
jties were c.nditirned by war and temncrary or whether
they were the expressicn of a policy calculated to be
nermanent, Nrw that these territcries are frr the
proat nort c2cified end conened feor the admissicn of
Jananese civiliens (veddlers, traders and manufactur-
ers), tre Germen authcriti.s eculd gain a clearer
nicture f the Jananese ecrnrmic necliey in China and
its rescticns cn the Germsn interests, They confirm
in mmerrus repcrts that the Jancnece military euther-
ities are striving t- subiugete the Chinese eccnemy
nnder Janunese deminatien, tc vse thie econcmy ex-
clusively in the Jaranesae interest, and to nush aside
end elivninete all forelin intirests.

"In this the Germen interests are treated

nc better than anv ctrer fereign interests. Princi-

pally, Janan wants t~ explcit China rnly in her own
interest. Frreign ercneraticn rnly ccmes then into
the questi-n where the Javenese means dc nct suffice
but even there cnly in a way wrich guarantees Japan's
leadershin (Japsancse majerity in mixed cnterprises),

Crngiderable crders arc teo be given internaticnally,

vrerchy Germany docs nctpcssess any special advantage

cver cther naticns, Thrugh the attitude cf the Japa-




nese military aunthrritics in Nerth and Middle China
is besically the same tewards German cecnermic inter-
ests, ¢ cecrtein difference is shrwvn in the atmcrsphere's
meed:  The Kwantung Army whick nrctects the Janenese
flank in HAFCFUTTA and Inner lceneclia against Russia,
sk-ws & certain willingness frr eccneraticn with
Cernany vhereas they ccnscirusly orejudice themselves
cver ggeinst the Tnglish, OCn the cther hand, the com-
mercial exnert rencrts abcut the Japenese attitude
in !liddle China (¥ VII 1731 cf 23 June):

"1 Yherces the Germen merchants in Nerth
CHINA ere sh~wn a certein censiderctirn, the Japenese
military and cfficizl srvrees herc are apnarently
ashamed of this frienda¥ip, cenecielly rver against
the Fnelish, Instead . f av.vwing rneself cnenly te
it by wermitting the German ricrchants secmething which
cre wants to refuse to the ~thers, cne cnly always

talks ab~ut cecoperatirn with Germeny, end this as much

as ncssible in orivate circles, that is, for the pur-

ncse of reprcaching us or to demand s-metling frcm us,!
"Consul General FISCHER hes referred the
Jananese Crnsulete Gencral in Shanghei, with which he
was negetiating abcut a8 few facteories which arce under
Germen interests prcfercntially., The Jenancse Crnsul

SONE ansviered tc thkis thet the Japanese Ccnsulate had




nct received eany such instructi~ns and that it was
jnncssible tc meke 2 distineticn in the treatment of
the mcmbers :f the varirus fereign naticns,

"Censul Ceneral FISCHER - whe was snecifi-
cally characterized by Lt. General OSHIlNA as a perscn

apnreved of by Jananesc militery anthrrities - ccmes

tc the e~nelvsgi~n that the militery euthrcrities 'up
tc new have net allewed themselves te beecme discon-
certecd by all the statcments frem Tckyr abecut the
rcsneecting ~f foreign rights and interests in the
ruthlese vtilizaticn of their pcsitisn of nower and
heve nct taken e-gnizance ~f the fact that German
intereste sh-uld be trocted with cere in the strangu-

lation ~f foerelgn comnivna

-

e Jeponese ecrncniic rolicy eims at the

ecntrel of 2ll the imnertent industries of Nerth and
}Middle China, As n~bjects rf this naticrnal-Japanese
nclicy areé nemed am-ngst ctheres shipning railways

end rther communieceticns, undertakings, mines, salt-

produeticn mills, spinnerics and weeving mills, cement,

chemical factories, the woel end silk industries.
"In nractice it lhes nrocceded in the follow-

ing way: A1l public cr semi-public instellations cf

the Central Previneial Gevernment ond the lceal ad-




ministretions: reilways, telephrne, telegraph and
vireless staticns, arsenals and wecrkshops, mines and
solt-fields naturelly have been seized by the Japa-
res> militery authcrities,

"The grecater part of fectories ~f private
industry have been destreyed. The machincs bave been
taken epert sc fer o3 they were still useful and the
rest hres been sent tec Jenen £s scren metel, As Censul
SONE imnarted tr tae Cerman Crnsn) Feneral, Janan
wonts tc retein tte vyer ¢ » the dse? sicn vhether
the develsnprent «f cortnfa dnZariries in Chine shculd
be permittac =t ¢il, vhich wrolu ke reguleted accerd-
ing to the reguiraeme: of the Jiurass econcmy.

e Par tg the Onlvesn feoscries are still
existing, they wi!: He *<iw. cvor by the Jangnese,
Fer instsnce, the coturn spl-ning landustry of lMilddle
China kas thus been %“nken rver by Japan and has been

Aivided up frr manggenent by Jananese Spinning mills.

"Usually this hapvened in such/way thet one

dey Japenese engineers, mcst of the time with mili-
tory escrrt, apncared, hiristed the Japenese flag and
put un sighs -n which it wes announced that the factcry
was n~w a Janenese enterorise., The Japanese emnhasized
that they cnly espire toc feccperaticn' with the

Chinese owners whr are invited tr bear the repair

— A,




expenses, which are vsually crnsidereble, to agree
te the apncintment of a Jepanesc mansger snd a tech-
nicrl ndviscr and tc be centent with o partition of
the net nrcceeds (W VII 1876),

"Should the Chinese cwners cbjeet, then they
ere mut under nressure either by refusel of admissi-n
te the factory buildings ond cther administrative
measures or the resumnticn of the mansgement tekes
plzec withcut Chinese ccnsent, 1In this precedure it
is not the erbitrary rets of individuel militery
gutheritics, but they are the svstomatic attemnt,
which is appreved by the Jopanese Government to manage
Chinese industry - as far as it is nermitted - in
Teroneratisn! with the Chincse os a Jepanese menonely. |
Thet Jananese cntersrises in Chinz are to be erected
cn the besis of special nrivileges alsc folleows,
amcng cther things, frem crticle 11 of the Japanese

law ecnecerning the I'erth 2nd Central China Develop-

nment Co,., wvhich stetes:

"!The Government shall make effcrts t:
n&ke the new Gevernment of Chine ccnsider granting

£heeial _treetment, te the prencsed ermnany and its

affiliotes,!
"The rcsults of this Jarenese pclicy are

very sericus fer the German cemmercial activity in




Chine, FEcw ineisive they ercy is elrecdy shovm by
contemovlating tus fields which the Jananese went to
roserve fer themsclves., Railways end Electricity,

"In the fiecld cf railway constructicn,
Germeny hes elways been active and has narticinated te
8 great extent since the building of the SHAUTUNG and

the Tientsin-Puk-w railwey., Germons were the first

whr agein to-k un the roilway enterprise after the

establishment ¢f the Chinese netirnal government and
who, with the essistence +f middl- termed delivery
ecredits mede prssible the building <f the Hangchcw-
Yushan—chchang-Pinghsinng.rnilway. It was expected
thet in o netirnally united China o grand develop-
ment of ecmmuniceti~ns would teke nlece and that
Germany, tcgether with England, wrnld teke a prem-
inent nort in it,

"On 15 June of this yeer, 7,000 kilcmeters
cf the estimated 11,000 kilemeters of the railrcad
lines were under Japenese ccntrel. Now they are run
by the G-uth Manchurien Railway Co., The Janznese
saw themsclves ferced tr sr-cure an 'Ersatz! because
the Chinese e~uld have trken with them neerly the
entire reclline st-ck, and heve rrdored first of all
250 locemotives and 10,000 coeches in Japan, The

crders went exclusively te Janan, It is tc be ex-




pected that the future erders will 21sc gc to Japan
end thet we will lose the old Chinese railweys as
custcmers,

"In additicn te this the receivnts of the
Ticntsin-Pukew line fer the leens ~f 1908 and 1910
ond the receipts of the Peking-Hangkow line fer a
number cof middle termcd delivery credits were mort-
gaged to us, These lines »t present have ne receints,
In crder te meintain cur rights, after the English
have cvailed themselves cf the use cf the Ticntsin-
Pukew and Hukuang leans fr-m Japon cn the 2nd of ey
of this yeer, we heve demanded the some treatment for

the German sharcs -f these leons as well as the ad-

vence (1,670,000) cn the Tientsin-Pukcw lines. The

Japanese Government up tc necw hes not enswered this

demand,"




"In the field of Chinese Fydroelectricity
the SIEMENS company has had a leading position for
meny years., According to what the firm recports now,
one can alrcady clearly see today that Japan is not
going to draw any non-Japanese firms in the future
into the Chinese territories occupied by Japan,
and that she is going to let the Nihon" we " * *

That next word is a misspelling, It should
be “Tenshin," T-e-n-s-h-i-n,

(Reading, continued): --"Tenshin Koji
Kabushiki Kaisha (half national and half pertinent
industry) carry out all supply and construction Jobs,
Examples of the Japanese advance already exist:

"a) At the time of the outbreak of the
eonfliet, a delivery of enlargement equipment had
Just arrived.for the automatie telephone exchange
which had been built by Siemens and Halske. The
Japanese did not accept these, but ordered a new
automatie exchange from the Nihon'--

THE PRESIDENT: We will take it as read.

IR. EYDE (Reading continued): "-- Tenshin
Danwa Kabushiki Kaisha,

"b) The same firm recelved orders fer

|deliveries for two public automatic teclephone ex-

E :changes in Sranghai.
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"¢) The seme firm perticinated in the founding
cf a company for news exchenge in Kelgen together
with a 'Mengolian Government! (Kwentung Army) and
received the crder for a public sutometic telephone
exchenge,

"d) Up to now SIEMENS and HALSKE wes
elrost exclusively the only firms sunnlying telephone
end telegreph equipment for manifold utilization of
overlend wires. In the territories occupled by
Japen such orders sre only given to Japenese firms
frem now on. (Up to now two three=-channel telephone
constructions for North China and one one-chennel
telephone for TientsinePeking,)

"From the examples given above one can
cleerly see that the Germen firm has been entirely
pushed out by the Japanese from fields,which in
the past have been its stecdily hupe customers.,

"It is to be feared thct we will meke
the same experience on all fields where Japenese
moncpolies prevail; until finally Jepanese occuried
Chine will be just es closed to our commerce as
Korea or Formosa,

"Be Outside of the official offices
which orderec reilweys, hydro-clectric and water

prower plents, mine enc arsenal equipment in Germeny




the Chinese private industry was our best custcmer,
"Due to the Japenese action in the industrial

field described above, the Chinese privete industry

is meinly rvined., German trade has been heavily

demeged by the fact that meny Chinese factory

ovners beceme uneble to pay, so that they could not

cecopt ordered goods end auld not pay them end that

for the future they had been elinmineted as custeomers,
Most of them will be forced to buy in Japan 1n the
future if they went to continue working,

"In a few ceses vhere long-termed business
reletions existed end where the Cermen demends on

Chinese undertekings were especially lerge, the

Cermen firms had constituted liens for themselves
in the undertekings or had trensfered them to them=-
selves for security. Their number is not lerge,

beceuse the Consul General in Shenghel watched

cerefully thet such cessions were 'bona fide' and

that they were commercially justified and not
fictitious bergeins, In the main 1t concerns
the following ceases:
"Cermen Paint=Treding Co, WAIBEL & CO.
"Five dye-vorks, They were esteblished
by Chimese who ere close to DEFAG, in order to in=-

trcduce new dyeing methods, end were technically




teken care of by the DEFAG., The DEFAG had high
clains on all of them, In order to secure these,
DEFAC toock 2 mprtgage on the dye works in the
surrer of 1937 and in December had it trensferred
for security's sake. The Japanese do not want to
recognize the trensfer, Furthermore they prevent
the resumption of work of the 2, 4 and 5 works.

"SIEMSSEN & CO,

"Shanghai Portlend Cement Works. Meny
yeers of close business contrects and high cleirms
by SIEMSEEN, Transfer for security's sske on 27
October 1937, The Japsanese heve removed the inven~
tories of goods and part of the mechiness; they do not
reccgnize the tronsfer, SIEMSSEN fears that it will
be taken over by forece by the Japenese,

"CARLOWITZ & CO,

"Shun Cheang Stone Pulverizing Works,
China Wool llenufacturing Cos.y Ltd. Many years

of business contacts and high eclains by CARLOWITZ,

Trensfer of nroperty not recognized by Japanese,

"The mortgeging end transference, respect-
ively, of these werks has been reported to the
Japenese Ccnsulate Genersl in each cese, with the
result that thelr systemetic plundering generally

storned in front of those enterprises under the




Gerran flcg. When the Cermen firms wanted to start

running these enterprises again, it was not possible

to get the necessery permissicn from the Japanese
Cornculate Ceneral, and the Japenese Militery Authorities
begen to gct sericus sbout the seizure of these works.
Therefore, the German Consulate Generel found itself
forced to trke up negetietions with the Japanese
Consulate Genersl, At this occasion the Japenese
Ccnsul SONE tock the folloving attitude:

"a) No distinction would be mede in
Cermany's fevor in the treatment of the verious
foreign netionsg

"b) The efficeecy fo the trensfer of
oroperty frem Chinese to Germen nationrls denends
upon recognition by the Jenanese,

"Japan wes in a position to enforce its
will by refusing work nermits or other mee sures,
which, if necessery, coculd be tzken by the newly
set ur Chinese Covernment, The lack of ¢ judicial
foundetion for this procedure was expressly confirmed,
Ls reason for Jepen's ettitude Consul SONE stated
that the sousht-for Chinese-Jepencse 'Cooperation!
would be hindered if the Chinese would find safety
behind foreign firms,

"Councillor of Embassy Fischer cdefended




the judicial standpoint that Germen firms, even if
they nossessed no claims against & Chinese firm;
were ecntitled to acquire property from serme, end
thet fer this ne Jepanese permission was necessary;
however, declared himself willing to enter into
further c¢iscussions with the eim of finding a solution
locelly., In view of the well-kncwn economic poliey
of the Jepenese rilitery euthorities he is, however,
convinced thet in the long run a basic discussion 1s
unaveicdable with the Japanese Governrment regerding
the conflicts with the légitimate Germen interests;
erisipe from their econonic policy,

"¢) The German cconomic activity in the

Japrnese occupicd territories is generzlly encroeched

uncn in that the Germans, just 2s the rest of the

forcigners, are prchibited from entering into the
territeries already pacified, whereas they are
vicited by rroups of Jepanese peddlers, treders

and other civilians., This zpplies to North China
elong the PekingePeotou reilway as well es te the
triangle Shenghei=NankingeHangchow,

"In Inner Mongella, the Kwantung Army has

ordergc¢ the reoresentatives of the firm MELCHERS &

CO. to lesve the ares at once 'as this was necessary




for the personal safety of the emnrloyee', &lthough
Japuness ducinescuen o on vworking there as before.
Thus bie Ouyiing orgénications of the Cermen firm,
which for many years has bought wool #nd skins there
are paralyzed, and th® business has been concluded
into the hands of a Jepanecse Monopoly Compeny. The
suise measures hove been talen In MANCMUIRIA where the

VANCFURTA” T.IVESTOCII CO. hes recolveé & monopoly.

"Tiie gsrovielonary -~overmmernt in PEKING

has furtuer aclcarec that tl.e exzort of skins and
furs from the yorts of TIENTSIN, CIEFOQ, and TSINGTAO
is prohibited, on 30 June of hic yeer, Tie German
firwus, whick have about a 50% shers in tulie export,
are hoavily deaeged by this. The Gersan Cheabeld
of Comuerce in Tiencciin requeccts reuonctruices
to the Japanese Coveriwwinb, oo thic ueasure wae
tazen at the inducesent of the Japanece in the
interests of Jupanese war economy. A prohibiting
of the export of cotton is sald to be imminent,
"3

"All in Gll tlic reports of the Gernan
officicls in Morti oné MMiaule China chow that tie
Ceraian oconomic inturecte in China are worce off
in the Japsnuse occupled areas than was
ever the case in national




China, even 2t the time of the sharpest enti-
imperialistic Kuorinteng propegende, This fete
is shered by the Germens with ell other foreipn
interests. However, no signs of ¢ preferentiesl
trestment of the Germen interests by Jepen ere
to be found,

"Part of the injuries under which the
German economic interests suffer are certeinly to
be treced to the wer situation sné the urgent
criticel situaticn, which forces Jepan to teke
mee sures vhich otherwise it would nct teke, In
the mrin, however, it ccncerns measures which
originete from o consequentiesl economie nolicy
of Japan end aim &t the ebolition of gll foreign
influences in Chine, The exemplec of Korea ond
Formese shews where this develonment will lead
to if we do not defend our interests with 211 our

vigor,

"The Jepsnese have promised us, at the very |

least dc fecto, 2 preferentiel rosition, The fzets pive
us the right to a8k Japan in whet respect it has crrrieq
out these promises and how it intends to carry them out?
end whet the attitude of this preferentisl position vilﬁ

be toward the gtctus quo snte.
|
"Herewith respectfully submitted to Ministry !




Director Wiehl,

"Berlin, 24 July 1938."




THE PRESIDENT: I'r, Tavenner, this may be
relcvant to an issuc, but at present I cannot sce
that it is., Up to the time of the prescntation of
this document you were at pains to point out the strong
and hearty cooperation betwecn Germany and Japan, Now,
you are cmphasizing their differcnces. You may an-
swer that this goes rercly to show the Japanese
econduct in China rcgardless of the attitude of thelr
collcagues or their allies, the Germans and the
Italians; but it secrs to re to be quite irrelcvent
to any issue to show how the Jepancse refused to
sharc the spoils that they got in China. This docu-
ment shows that they did not share the spoils. This
is very intecresting, but I am afrald you are putting
in the rceord a lot of stuff which will not be very
helpful, It is the sort of material thc defense
might usc to show lack of cooperation between Japan
and Germany. However, I have not formed any final
conclusion about this personally. I do not know what
my colleagues tkink, but I think we would all be
assisted by your vicw,

R. TAVENNER: I am very glad to state, 1if

your Honor please, that the rcason that this particu-

lar document was chosen to put in evidence 1s not so

much the question of what they did with the spoils as




the faet that they did actually collcet spoils and
that this document --

THE PRESIDENT: I ean well understand that,
but you have quoted a lot of material which goes far
beyond that and shows the ill-treatment, if it could
be called such, meted out to their German ally.

KR, TAVENNER: Thcre is probably no docu-
ment in our estimation which shows morc clearly the
economic aggression of Japan in China, It wes in-
tended originally to place it in evidence in the
phase of the case dcaling with that subject, but
vas not processed in time for it.

THE PRESIDENT: It certainly is out of
place here, but so far as it is relevant you are
cntitled to rcad it; but it is relevant only so far
as 1t does show that Jepan helped herself in China,
not so far as 1t shows she refused to share the
spoils with the Germans,

R, TAVENNER: I should possibly point out
also that it 1s not our position that Germany and
Japan at all times saw eye to eye and cooperated
complctely to the satisfaction of each.

THE PRESIDENT: Equally, it is not your

provineec to show they did not cooperate. You should

leave that to the defense.




liowever, you have completed the document now,
I have in mind future documents of that kind, 1if there
be any,

MR, TAVENNER: T offer prosecution's docu-
ment 4043-F in evidence. It 1s a telegram from the
German Arbassador in Tokyo relating to this same
subject matter, and sSuggests the final conclusion
and answer to the question we have Just discussed
about eooperation in Ciuna, It is an extract from
a letter instead of » telegram,

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosceution's document

4043-F will receive extibit No, 596,

("hereupon, the above-mentioned docu-
ment was marked prosecution's exhibit No, 596
and received in evidence,)

MR. TAVENNER (Reading) : "Extract from a
letter of Ambassador OTT - TOKYO - of 15 March, 1939
to Ministerial Director WIEHL,

R, BT question of our preferen-
tial treatment in China I was able to gather from
conversations in tre Foreign Ministry that Ambassa-
dor OSHILA has actually telegraphed repeatedly in
accordance with our interests., Generally I have the

impression that one is not inclined tn admit in




vriting the preferential treatment. As a way ou*,

one 1is thinking of a de facto preferential treatment

which is to be confirmed solely by actual deeds with-

out written fixation, However, the actual deeds

offered by Japan up to now are not very encouraging.

THE PRESIDENT: We will recess now for
fifteen minutes,
(Whereupon, at 1045, a recess was
taken until 1100, after which the proceedings

were resumed as follows:)
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MAUSEAL OF THE COUKT: The Internaticnal
lilitary Tribunal f'or the Far East is now resumed.

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Tavenner,

i, TAVENNEh: Prosecution document 1024-A is
a basic document and is in evidence as exhibit 39.
It is an apgreement regarding trade between Japan and
Germany, but was not formally signed. The price
fixing provisions are called to the Tribunal's at-
tention. I w.ll read first through Article 2:

"Agreement hegarding Trade between Japan
and Germany.

"The Government of Japan and the Govern-
ment of Germany, in due consideration regarding the
import and export of both countries, have reached
the following agreement in the hope of promoting
mutual trade and to bring about its development for
the benefit of both countries sc as to meet present
econonic conditions.

"4srticle 1. The Covernment of one of the
two countries shall permit, under ordinary transac=-
tions, the importation, during each fiscal year, of
the products of the other counﬂry, according to the
articles and prices agreed upon for each fiscal year
by competent authorities of the two countries. The

payment for the products mentioned above shall be

|
|
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made by ligquidation decided upon by the agreement of
competent authorities of the two countries, or by
free foreign exchange.

warticle 2. The Government of one of the
two countries shall permit, under 'special transac=-
ticns' to be added to the 'ordinary transaction'
mentioned in the preceding article, the importation
of the products of the other country according to
the articles and prices agreed upon by competent
authorities of the two countries curing the term of
this Agreement. The payment for the above products
shall be made by liquidation or crecit as decided by
the agreement of competent authorities of the two
countries."

I will now read Article 4:

mprticle 4., The Jovernment of one of the
two countries, in order to prevent unreasonable rise
in the price of procucts of its own country to be
exported toc the other country, shall take appropriate
measures by always consicering the price of the same

oroducts in a third country.

"Article 5. The Governments of both coun=

tries shall strive to complete within the term of
this Agreement, the delivery of :foods ordered iIn

'special transactions.'"




Article 13:

"Article 13. The provisions of this hgree-

ment shall be appliec to all areas belonging to or

wn er the protection of one of the two countries.
The protectorates of bohemia and Moravia, however,
shall be outside the application of this Agreement,

"Article 14, This Apgreement shall take
effect on the first of October, 1939, and shall be
valid till the thirtieth of September, 1941,"

I offer prosecution's document 4042 in
evidence - 4042-E. It is a memorandum for Kinisterial
Director Wiehl, bearing date 3 October 1940, and
relates to trade between Ja.an and Germany.

HE PHESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.

CLERK OF THE COULT: Prosecution's document
No. 4042-E will receive exhibit No. 597.

(Whereupon, the document above re-
ferred to was marked prosecution's exhibit
o« 597 and received in evidence.)

IR. TAVENKER: 1t is offered for the pur-
pose of showing, onc: close economic cooperation
between Japan and Germany in the ficld of war
materials, and, two: that Japan contemplated at the
time of the conclusion of the Tripartite Pact that

the fact of conclusion of such treaty would react




unfavorably against Japan's trade. Memorandum from
Wiehl, dated 8 October, 1940, (Reading):

"I informed the Japanese Ambassador on 4
Octiober that we would like to make use of his offer,
that Japan could buy raw materials from Netherlands
Last Indies for us, in excess of her own demands
and pass them on to us. Lhegarding details of our
wishes 1 handed him a note with the following con-
tents: '3 million reichsmark in foreign bills of
e¢xchange for tin, rubber and castor-oil plants' seeds
or castor oil. 1 million rcichsmark in foreign bills
of exchange for about 1,000 tons of spices. In the

first place information is requested on the quantitieaf

that can be delivered, and the time of delivery. The
amounts of foreign bills of exchange could be paid

in full to the working association of the three
biggest Japanese business concerns for a receipt

and a declaration of obligation that the goods con-
cerned would be handed over within a period of two
months toc the confidant on the German side in Dairen
(anchukuo). In the event of a part of the goods

not being delivered before the expiry of the period
of time, the firms promise to pay back the equivalent
of the undelivered parts immediately in foreign bills

of exchange according to German choice, '




"'he Japanese nmbassador promised to
telegraph my information to his government, He re=-

marked, he would then suggest to his government that

on acquicscence of our proposal on its part, it ex-

presses the desire to obtain an enlarged market in
Germany and the countries occupied by Germany or
those economically dependent on Germany for such
Japancse products, which Japan, due to the reaction
to the Tripartite Pact, will probably not be able

any more to sell in countries of English-American in-
fluence, to the previous extent. with regard to this
I told the Ambassador that we would be pleased to

examine such wishes., Signed Wiehl."




.s the last document releting to economic
collsboration under the Tri-Partite Pact, I offer in

evidence prosecution's document No. 40244. It 1s &

dreft of & work progrem for the economic subcommis~

sion of the Tripeartite Pect in Berlin,

THF PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usucl terms.

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4024f will receive exhibit no. 598.

(Wnereuoon, the document nbove referred
to was merked prosecution's exhibit No. 598 and
received in evidence.)

R. TAVENNER: The purnose of its introduction
1s to show thrt as eerly os April, 1941, the machinery
sew set up under the provisions of the Tripartite Pect
for close cooneration in military end economic warfere.

(Reading)

ncecret State Affair. Berlin, 28 April 1941.
Draft.

mork Progrem for the Economic Subcommission
of the Tripartite Pact in Berlin,

"1) The economic subcommission hes the task
of advising whet cen be done between the countries
belonging to the Trivertite Pect in order to secure
mutual support, especielly in the economic field, in

war ond in the postwer period. It lays down the results




of its deliberations in proposzls to the main commis-
sion, The individucl negotirtions necessery for the
execution of the proposcls ¢fter these have been nnprovedE
by the mein commission, will be conducted directly |
between the perticipsting governments,

"II) The economic subcommission will be
cherged with exemining the vossibilities of an accord
end mutuel suprort ot first in the followines fields:

"1l) In weging the commercisl znd economic
wer by economic mecsures (militery measures are declt
with by the militery subcommission).

"2) In the nrocurement of raw mcterials.

"3) In construction and estension of plens
for militery and defense economy preparctions.

"4) In the utilization and extension of trade
routes.

"5) In the promotion of economic combinctions

" | between the strtes belonging to the Tripartite Pact.

"III) The examinations znd proposals are at

first to include the measures practicsble #nd necessery

for the period of the present wer, but should also al-

recdy now extend rs for as possible to the prepcrations
for the postwer period.
"IV) In the beginning the nossibilities

existing between the three mcin powers rcre to be




l
lexcmined, but clready now, &s for as it is possible

tnd necesscry, the participetion of the other stetes
which have joined the Tripertite Pact is to be considered.
"Interncl Explenations.
"On 1) to 5)

"on 1) Meeant is, for instrnce, exchenge of

\economic information between the governments and their
representctives in neutrel countries, supervision of
the trade of neutrszl countries with enemy countries,
control of interference purchnses in neutral countries,

common economic pressure on neutrsl countries, economic

messures to deprive the enemy of shiponing space,
measures egainst enemy praperty, comron economic

defence rroinst foreign measures such as freezing of

credit, confiscetion of ships, etc. Whether joint

‘ mersures for the running of the enemy blockesde should
be dezclt with by the militery or economic subcommission
rem¢ins to be decided.

"On 2) Ilutual sup~ort in the procurement of
rew moteriels will heve to extend to nvrechesing, trans-
porting rnd finsncing. Regarding trensvort meesures
compare Lo. 4.

"on 3) Mecnt is mutucl transmission of patents

end licenses, granting of teehnical assistance,
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pcrtnerships regording copiteal. l

"On 4) Meant is:
"a) Guestion concerning rrilways, for instance
| syntonisation of negotiations with Soviet Russila
| regerding use of the Siberian railway. In doing this
| the keeping secret of our arrangements with Russic must
not be endangered, Therefore Italian procurements
from the Frr »cst by the Siberian railwey must not
come to light.

"b) Cuestions of shipping, for instance im-

| provement of the Jepanese shipping lines to Vladivostok,

the transvort of row meterials from the Netherlands-
Indies, Thailcnd, Indo-Chinr, and*Chinz to Jspanj

| leter on also ceccord in the operation of the mein routesi
of world shipping.

"e) (uestions regerding cir transport, for
instance estzblishment of the sir-route Rome-Eerlin-
Tokyo, later on e2lso accord regerding the main routes
of world 2ir treonsport.

"On 5) ieant is, for instance, removal of

| orders and mecsures hindering or limiting exchange
of goods; setting up of principles for future loan
end currency volicy, etc. To put the promotion of
conmereckal intercourse zlso between the countries #nd

arecs under the de jre or de feeto supremecy or the




influence of Gerwrny, Itely, end Jeran, already now

on the order of the cecy is not recommended, beccuse
thet might lead to the discussion of questions not yet
ripe for judgment, zs, for instence, incorvorction of
the Netherlands Indies in the Grect Erst Asiz Sphere,
direct trede of Germcny with the countries of the

Grect Lest Asla Sphere, etc,"

Now I have two more or less formal documents

to present, 2670 is the first. It is o communicetion
from Hitler end Ribbentrop to the Emperor of Japen
on 5 April 1638, odvising of the anpointment of Mz jor
General Eugen Ott £s cmbasscdor to fill the post made
veeant by the recell of /mbessedore Von Dirksen.
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usucl terms,
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 2670 will receive exhibit No. 599.

(#hereunon, the document above referred
to wos marked prosecution's exhibit No. 599 end
received in evidence.)

MR. TAVENNER: (Retding)

"Adolf Hitler, Germen Chancellor to,

"His Majesty, The Emperor of Jepan.

"Your Majesty:

"Prompted by the desire to fill egcin the post

of Cermon Ambassedor in Tokyo which was vacent owing




[
1|

to the recall of .mbrssedor Dr., Von Iirksen, I hsave
resolvea to confer this post on Me jor General Fugen
ott.

"His tested qualities entitle me to expect
thet he will succeed in presenting to Your Mejesty
thls letter which 1s to sceredit him s my envoy extro-
ordinary end plenipotenticry.

"I beg you to receive him with good will,
fully trusting everything thrt he will be called unon
to statec in my nome or on orders of the German Govern-
ment .,

"I avell myself of this opportunity to =ssure

| Your iir jesty of my comulecte resvect end sincere friend-

ship, at the scme time expressing my b est wishes for the

well being of Your Majesty and the heppincss end welfare

16 | of Jcpen,

"Fundbruck, 5 /pril 1938.

(Signed) "A. Hitler Ribbentrop."

I now offer in evidence proseccution's document
No., 2671, It is & letter from the German Ambessador
in Tokyo to the Vice Foreign Kinister, that is, the

eranese Vice Foreign Minister, of § iferch 1941, It

shows that krich Boltze is minister in the Germen
Embassy in Tokyo.

THE PRESIDENT: Admittcd on the ususl terms.,




CLERK OF TII" COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 2671 will receive exhibit No. 600.

(Whereuron, the document above referred

to was merkcd prosecution's exhibit No. 600 and
received in evidence.)
MR. TAVEINER: (Reading)
"Tokyo, 5 Merch 1941,
"To the Vice Foreign Minister: §Sir,
"I am honored to inform Your Excellency thet
I will le:ve Tokyo todey &£nd will go to Germeny for &
short time in order to take part there in the conver-

sations of the Imperial Japancese Foreign ilinister,

Mr. Yosuke MATSUOKA, with The Fuehrer 2nd Chencellor

end the leaders of the German Government,

"During my cbscnce the vlenipotentiery minister
Dr. Erich Roltze will conduct the business of the
bmbassy in the neture of 2 temnmorary charge d'affaires.

"I cvail myself of this occasion for egain
assuring Your Excellency of my high csteem,

ott.

"His Excellency, The Impcrizl Jenanese Vice
Foreign ilinister, Mr. OIASHI."

If the Tribunal please, this brinegs us to the

last phese of the presentation of Jepanese-German-

Itzlien collaboration.




THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Hyde.

iR. HYDE: 1If the Court plcese, I will take
up the phese dealing with the No Sceperate Peace Peoet
enc the militery sgreement between Japan, Germeny, cond
Italy. I cell the Tribunel's cttention to exhibit 6§52
in which Forelgn HMinister MATSUOKA during the meeting
of the Privy Ccuncil on 26 September 1940, in reply
to 2 question, srid that the egreement would be
negoticted between the three nowers for & no sepnarate
pecce pect in the event of hostilities.

I now offcr in c¢vidence prosccution's docu-

ment 4070E. This 1s a telegrem from Ribbentrop which

shows thet Japan sought edvice from Germeny on 18 Nov-
cmber 1941 as to whether Germany would agree not to
conclude ¢ scperete pecece or armistice with the United
Stetes in ccse Japen beceme involved in war ageinst the
United States, rnd eclso that en agrcement not to con-
clude ¢ separzte pcece would be mcde by Germeny in the
event Japan commenced the wer ond regordless of the
recson for the wrr,

THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usucsl terms.

CLERK OF THL C"URT: Prosecution's document
No. 4070B will recceive exhibit No, 601,

(Whereupon, the documcnt above referred

to was merked proseccution's c¢xhibit No. 601 end




received in evidencc.)
MR, HYDE: I will read exhibit 601.
"Copy.
"Westphelic, 21 November 1941,
"Diplogerma,
"Tokyo. No. 2136.

wTeloerem in Cipher, (Secret Cipher Process)
"Tn regcrd to telegrom No, 2472 of 15 llovember,
"Tesk you to inform verbelly the lcader of
the division of Torcign Arwmies yourself, or, if you
consider it to be more correct, through the militery
attoche, of the following in rcgard to his remerks.,
"You hed mode e report on t-is stetement to
Berlin and you were told thet the ldee there of con=-
cluding peace or ermistice only jointly in case Japan

or Germany becomes involved in wer cgainst the United

Stetes, no matter for what recson, is looked uron cs

nctural ond thot one would be entircly willing to put
down ¢ corresponding statement in en agrecment to be
mede for this cese,

"Pelegrephic Revort on execution,

(signed) "Ribbentrop."

1 offer in cvidence prosecution's document

No. 4070. It is & telegram from the Germen kmbhessedor
|

in Tokyo -nd is being introduced for the scme pPUr"o0sSes

|




s the telegrem just read.
THE PRES.DENT: Admitted on the usual tocrms.
CLERK OF¥ THE CIURT: Prosecution's document
No. 4070 will receive cxhibit No. 602,

(Vhiereunon, the document ebove referred

to wes morked prosecution's exhibit No. 602 ecnd

received Zn (vidence,)




KR, HYDE: I will read exhibit No, 602,

"To be kept in locked file, Telegram
(Secret Cipher Process) Tokyo, 23 November 1941;
{rrived 24 November 1941, Most Urgent.

"For the Reich Foreign lfinister,

"In enswer to telegrem No. 213 of 21st.

"T first informed General OKAMOTO orslly
through the military attrche of the nbove tele-
graphic instructions, adding that I wns myself
prepered for discussions any time,

"Conerel OKAMNOTO then =2sked to be receiv-
ed by me and in a subseouent conversation made
the following statement:

"The Japnnese Minister of Wer exprecsed
hies decpest gretitude for the statements mede
through the Militery itteche. Ve, OKAMOTO, was
very plecesed to find that the fect onec more con-
firmed thet CGermeny would not lerve Jepen in the
lurch in c~se of z conflict with the United
States. Ho psks for informetion vhether, in
rny opinion, CGermeny would likewise consider her-
self to bec at war with the U, S, in the event
of ¢ Japencee commencement of war egainst her.

I referred to the formuloation of the cbove-men-

tioned. telegraphic instructions and to our readi-




ness to conclude » reeiprocel sgreenent on this

netter,

"OKANOTO declared the arny /Wehrrscht/
resuned thet e decision would soon be rede on
en advence in the South, To be sure, the re-
cult of the KURUSU-talks would heve to be avnited
first. Bven 1f no finel tire 1init hed been
set for these discussions, the srry surely in-
sists on specding up since the senson fevoreble
for en operation in the South wrs irninent,

"7ith regerd to opcrational intentions,
T got the following impression fror the conver-
sation, A surprise occupstion of Thailend sbout
es fer os the Kra Isthrus seers to be plenned,
At the same time seizure of the oil wells of
North rnd ®ast Borneo .should take place. It
seens not yet to have been decided how the Phil-
ippines should be dealt with. I explained, in
conneetion with earlier instructions thet, with
the presupposition of the preperetion of suffi-
eirnt forces, in view of Anerican veakness, a
hesitent sttitude would be initielly possible
end suitable, in order to dgive the U.S. to a
declsion, difficult from the domestie politicel
stendpoint, on entry into the war, I further




pointed to the necessity of stovping Americen
suppliecs to Vladivostok, which eppeared to be
obvious to OKAMOTO,.

"OKAMOTO expressed hie thanks for ny
statenents, and declared he hoped to be able
to inforn ne soon of the result of further de-
liberetions of the srny. Ye requested me to
treat the conversrtion coniidentielly and in the
first place to confine /it/ to army /'ehrmacht/
chenncls.

"I got the inpression fron the conversa-
tion thet discussions within the srmy /Mehrmacht/
had beecgnae nuch rore concrete, but that 2 decision
on the gquestion of an advance in the South hed
not vet been resched,"

I now present for identification only, docu-
ment 2593, which 1s a file containing a number of
intercented messages, to which is attached a certifi-
cate from the '"ar Department of the United States,
General Staff Intelligence LDivision.

TiHZ PRESIDENT: It will be marked for iden-
tification.

CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document

No., 2593 will be given exhibit No. 603, for identifi-

cation only.
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(Vhereupon, the document above
referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit
No. 603 for identification,)

MR. HYDE: I now offer in evidence prosecution

document 2593--A, which is a copy of one of the items
included in exhibit 603 for identification., This is
an intercepted message from Berlin to Tokyo, dated
29 November 1941, It is offered to show, (1) That
Lf Japan shoulc¢ reach a cecision to fight the United
States, Germany would join the war immediately; and
(2) There was no possibility of Germany entering into
a separate peace with the United States,
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document

No. 2593~A will receive exhibit No. 603-A,
(Whereupon, the document above
referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit

No. 603-A, anG was received in evidence.)




I read exhibit No, 603-A.

"From: Berlin

"Tos Tokyo

"29 November 1941
"#1393 (in 3 parts, complete)

"By his request, I was supposed to have
called on Forcign Minister Ribbentrop during the
evening of yestorday, the 26th. Suddenly, however,
he requested that the time be postponed and it was not
until 10330 at night thet I finslly saw him,

"This delay was occasioned by the fact
that a long confercnec of thc bigwigs of the govern=-
ment and military, from Goering down, was being held
at the official residencec of the Fuehrer. The war

agninst the Soviet Union has now taken ccofinite
shape and the outcome can be uncrringly forcteld.
Next year's campaigns were mavped at this confercnce,

taking into considcration the points brought up at

the conferenec of the various Prime Ministers and
Forcign Ministcrs of Burope. It is an absolutc cer=-
tainty that Japan's moves were also given discussion
at this conference,

"l. Ribbentrop opened our mceting by

again inquiring whetheor I had recoived any reports

regarding the Japanesc=U.S, negotietions., I replicd




that I had reccived no official word,

"Ribbcntrops "It 1s essential that Japan
offcet the Now Order in East Asia without losing this
opportunity. There never has been and probably nevor
will bo a tlmc waon eloser cooperation under the Tri-
partite Pacv 15 89 importent, If Janan hesitates at
this tinc, =11 Jermany goes ahead and cstablishes
hor Euror2aa New Ovder, all the military might of
Britain spd the United States will be concentrated
against Japan.

“1)s Fuchrer Hitler said today, there are
fundamental differences in the very right to exist
between Germany and Japan, and the United States,

We have éeCcived advice to tho ¢ffeet that therc is
practically no hopc of the Japancsc=I',8. ncgotiations
being concluded successfully, beceusc of the faet that
the United States is putting up a stiff front,

"1If this 1s indecd the fact of the case,
and if Japan rcaches a deeision to fight Britain and
the United Statecs, I am confident that that will not
only be to the interest of Germany and Japan Jointly,
but would bring about fevorable rcsults for Japan
herself,!

"I: 'I can makc no definitc statemont as

I am not aware of any conerctc intentions of Japan,




Is Your Exccllceney indicating that a state of actual
war is to be cstablished between Germany and the

United States?'!" *

"Ribbentrop:t 'Rooscvelt's a fanstie, so it

is impossible te toll what he would do,!
"Concerning this point, in view of the fact

that Ribbentrop has said in the 2act that the United

States weculd undoubtedly try tc avold meeting German
troops", and from the tone of Hitler's recent speech
as well as that of Ribbentrop's, I feel that German
attitude toward the United States is being consider-
ably stiffcned. There are indications at present
that Germany would not rcfuse to fight the United
States if ncccssary.
" (Part 2)

"2, I made ingquiries =8 to the future of

the war against thc Soviet Union.

"Ribbentrop: 'The Fuchrer has stated that
hc is now determined to crush the Soviet Union to an
cven greater extent than he had planned at first. He
is now bent on completely wining out that state and
went on to announce that practically all of the main
military objecetives had becen attained and that a
grcater part of the German troops would shortly be

brought back to Germany,'!
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"fFollowing up thosc¢ campaigns, the Cou-
casus campaign will be launchcd in carnest, Next
spring, Germany will advancc to and cross thc Ural
Mountains and chasc Stalin decep into Siberia,!

"I: 'Approximatcly when do you expect that?!

"Ribbentrop: 'The eampalen will be launched
in about May of ncxt year, acco” ‘g (o prescnt
schedulcs,!

"I: ‘According‘#d e yo¥ eay, Germany
is apparently preparing to gamble quitc a bit in her
Russian campaign. Wec hope that air conncetinns be-
tween Germany and Manchukuo can be cstablished at an
carly time,!

"Ribbentrop: 'That is an item that Ger=-
many has b:zcn considering for some time, By summer
of next yecar I do not belicve that air conneetion
from the¢ Ural arca to Manchukuo will bc an imposs~-
ibility.!

"3, I then asked him about the campaign
cgoinst England proper to which hc roplicd that be-
fore launching landing opcrations against England,
Germany will probably cmmpletely wipe out Britain'sl
influcnec in the Near Dast, Africa, Gibraltar and
the Mcediterrancan Sca. I got the impression that more

emphasis is being placcd on this arca than herctofore,




So, I askcd whether it was Germany's intention to
concludc the war without attempting to go through
with a campaign agninst England,

"Ribbentrops 'Germany has, of course,

made all necessary preparations for this campaign,
Howcver, Germany is in rcceipt of intelligences
which would scem to indicate that all is not well
within England herself., For cxample, we hear that
there is 2 split within the ranks of the Conserva-
tives; that Churchill's influcnce is on the wanej
that Bevin, Chief of the Labor Party, is advocating
rcevolutionary mcasures, All of thesc are tending
to make the prescrvation of order there increasingly
difficult,

"10f course, I za not onc to implicitly
believe all of this, However, I am convinced that
things arc gcetting bad in England. Under these cir-
cumstanccs, it may be that Germany's various other
campalgns may cause England to fall even without
our going through with our landing operations a-
gainst England hersclf,

" (Part 3)

"'In any cvent, Germany has absolutely no

intention of entering into any peace with England.

We are dctermined to remove all British influence




from Europc. Therefore, at the end ~f this war,

England will havc no influonce whatsoever, in inter-

naticnal affairs, The Island Empirc of Britain may
remaing but all of her other possessions throughout
the world will probably be divided three ways by
Germany, the United States, and Jepan., 1In Africa,
Germany will be satisfied with, roughly, those parts
vhich were formerly German ecolonics, Italy will be
given the greator sherc of the African eolonies.
Germany desires above all clsc, to control European
Russia,!

"4, 1In conclusion, I said: 'I am fully
aware of the fact that Germany's war campaign is
progressing according to schecdule smoothly., Howcver,
supposc that Germany is faced with tho situation of
having not only Great Britain as an actual ericmy
but also have all of thosc arcas in which Britain
has influence and those countries which have been
;1ding Britain as actual enemies as well, Under
such circumstances, the war arca will undergo con-
siderable cxpansion, of eoursc, What is your opin-
ion of the cuteome of the war under such an eventu-
ality?!?

"Ribbentrops *ue would likce to cond this

war during next year, However, under certain cir-




cunstanccs, it is possible that it will have to be
continued on into the following ycar,

"1Should Japan become cngaged in a war
rcalnst the United States, Germany, of course, would
Join the war immcdiately. There is absolutely no
possibility of Germany's entering into a scparate
peace with the United States under such circum-
stances, The Fuchrer is dctermined on that point,!

"In closing this confercnec, Foreign Min-

ister Ribbuntrop requested that the contents of our

talks be kept a strict sceret., Pleasc, therefore,

oxercise particular caution in handling this mes-
S2ge,

"I havc shown copics of this message to
the military and naval attache's Lt.-Gen.(Vice
Adm.?) Nomura, and Maj-Gen (Rcar Adm,.?) Abc.

Pleasc show a copy to the Army and Navy authorities
in Tokyo, too,

"(In the lest scetion of the first part of
this mossage, we wrote *** 'the U,S. would undoubt-
cdly try to avold mecting Gorman troopst! *** That
should have rcadt  'the U.S, would undnubtedly

try to avoid war!',)"




I offer in evidence prosecution document 2157-D,

which is an excerpt from the interrogation of the
accused OSHIMA, It is offered for the same general
nurrose a3 the document I have just read.
THE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms.
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document
No. 2157-D will receive exhibit No. 604,
(“therai pon, the document above

referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit

No. 604, an¢ was received in evidence.)

MR, HYDE: I will read exhibit 604,
"Interrogation of 0S4IMA, Hiroshi, dated
26 February 1946,

"¢ General, I have some questions on these
matters to ask, but I think we will defer those for a
time and let you proceed with your narrative.

"A The no-reparate peace pact was first brought
up around the first or second of December 1941, by a
telegram from the Japanese Government to me., The gist
of this telegram was as follows: that the Japanese
Government in case of a United States-Japanese con=-
flict desired Germany's participation in this war, and
further that the Japanese Government desired that a
no-separate peace pact be signed. In this regard I

had heard sometime in November and had conveyed this




news to Japan, from a man named Lietrich, the Reichs~
presschef (head of the German press under Goebbels, the
Propaganda kinister), that Hitler would be in favor of
entering the conflict in case a Unitea States-Japanese
conflict started, Based on this information the Japan=-
eso Government in this telegram to me stated that they
were desirous of having me approach Hitler in regard to
Germany's entry in case of war with the United States.
"Interrogation of OSIHINA, Hiroshi, dated

27 February 1946:

"Q General, you may proceed with your narrative
at the point where you left off yesterday.

"A To clear up this before I go any further:
almost since the beginning of United States-Japanese
talks I had received absolutely no information con-
cerning their progress from the Japanese Government,
nor had I received any information about relations

with the Soviet Union. The main reason for this, I

believe, was that formerly we had used couriers to

carry information of this sort, but due to the diffi-
culties bacause of the German-Soviet war this became
impossible, and for security reasons no communications
of this sort were scnt, Around the 29th or 30th of
November 1941, I received word from Japan to the effect

that Secretary of State Hull's reply of November 26, to




Japanese proposals was cxtremely severe in tone. Not
knowing much about what the negotiations had covered,

I wns not able to make an analysis of the situation,

this being the first communication regarding United
States-Jananese negotiations that I had received.

Following this, I believe it was around the end of

November or the very beginning of December, I received
another communication to the effect that the Japanese
Government had issued an order to its Consulates in
the United States to burn all but a very small portion
of their codes.

"Q Did these communications all come from the
Forzign OIffice?

"A Yes, DNow, these were the two communications

{ had received before the orders from the Govern-

regarcing the no-separate peace pact, of which I

told rou.

"Q This message that you referred to yesterday

you got on the first or the second of December 1941

from the Foreign Office 21so, did it?

"A I am not absolutely certain whether tnis com-
munication regarding the no-separate peacc pact came
vefora or aftsr the one that told me of the orders to

burn coce books. In any case I may be 2 couple of days

off in my dates and I have the feceling that this one




regarding the no-scparate poace was around the third of
2 (Lacember, I just wish to clear up this matter of dates,

"G These telegrams or these despatches that you
‘reccivzd from the Foreign Office, I suppose, were all
signed LATSUOKA?

"A UYATSUOKA was no longer Foreign Minister at
this time. 1In any casc, signature or nn signature, all
these despatches came from the Foreign Minister., The
Foreign lMinister at this time was TOGO,"

I offer in evidence prosccution documont 1532-A.
This is a tclegram from Ambassador OSHIMA in Berlin to

2 [Foreign Minister TOGO. It wos dispatched 2 Lacember

11941, It is offercd for the same genersl purpose as
'|the two immediately preeeding documents.,
T:HE PRESIDENT: Acdmitted on the usual terms.

CLERK OF THZ COURT: Prosecution's document

No. 1532-A will receive cxhibit lo. 605.

(Whereupon, the document above
referred to was marked proseccution's oxhibit
No. 605, an¢ was received in evidence.)
M}, HYDE: T will read exhibit No. 605,
"Telegram No, 1405 (Ambassador's Code).
"To: Foreign Minister TOGO (Reccived 3 Decome

24
ber 1941). From: Ambassador OSHINA (Berlin) Dese-

25

patched 2 Lecombor 1941. Top Secrct.




"Referring to your telegram No. 1401:

"In accordancce to his request, I visited the
Forcign Minister Ribbentrop again at 7:00 P.M. of the
1st (Caus in attendance). Foreign Minister Ribbentropn
stated that, much to his regret, he has been unable to
contact Chancellor Hitler today, due to ths location,
but believes that he might be able to contact him the
followlng day or probably the day after tomorrow, and
since the German side fully understands the hast> on the
part of Japan, utmost efforts shall be exerted to
contact Hitler,

"On that occasion Gaus asked me, in regerd
to the question of immediate participation in wars
against America, whether it would be propsr for him to
interpret the aforementioned obligation as being mutual;

. to which your Ambassador gave affirmative answer.

| Furthermorc, in regard to the 'draft of the declara-

' tion providing for non-conclusion of scparate pcace',

- I stated that in my opinion it would be batter for the
three countrics of Japan-Germany-Italy to issue a joint
declaration since a Jepenese-German and a Japancse=-
Italian declaration issued scparately woulé be too
Juridical and fearced to produce less political effecets,
However, since Forclgn Minister Ribbontrop carnestly

requested me not to despatch any telegram to Japan to




that effcet as the mattor has not vet received the

~approval of thc Chancellor, I requost that you will take

this matter into consideration.

"As mentioned previously, I have not yet
succeedecC in contacting Chancellor Hitler. However,
as soon as it becomes possible, your Ambassador shall
meet him and directly suggest to him the import of
your instructions."

I now offer in evidence prosecution document

No. 2593-B. This is a copy of one of the intercepted

| messages included in exhibit 603 for identification.

12 |

|
13 |
%
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19 |

|

This message is from Rome to Tokyo and is dated

3 Lecember 1941,
TiIE PRESIDENT: Admitted on the usual terms,
CLERK OF THE COURT: Prosecution's document

m’ No. 2593-B will receive exhibit No. 606,

(‘Y/hereunon, the document above
referred to was marked prosecution's exhibit
Ko. 606, and was received in evidence.)
THE PRESILENT: You may read it after lunch.,
We will adjourn now until half past one.
(Whereupon, at 1200, a recess was

taken.)




AFTERNOON SESSTON

: | The Tribunal met, pursuant to recess, at 1330.

) I MARSHAL OF THE COURT: The International

Military Tribunal for the Far East 1s now resumed.
THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Hyde. |

MR. HYDE: T will read exhibit No. 606:

| "From: Rome

| "Tos Tokyo
"3 Deeember 1941
‘"#935
‘ "Re your message #985* to Berlin,
|
f

"On this day, at 1l o'clock in the morning,
I accompanied by Ando, called on Premier Mussolini,
i(Foreign Mnister Ciano was also present). I described
!the developments in the Japanese-U.S. negotiations in
laccordance with the contents of your message #986** to

Berlin .

. "Mussolini: 'I have been carefully watching
the progress of the Japanese-U.S. talks from the very
beginning and therefore am not at all surprised to
receive your report. As a matter of fact, in view of
the utter bull-headedness of the United States and

the meddlesome nature of President Rcosevelt, I should

say that the outcome was nothing but what should have

’




1‘ been expected., One of the aims of the United States

2| 1is to make the Far East her own, from an economic
‘| stamdpoint. I have felt from the beginning that
4] 1f it was the intention of the United States to
ﬁ. separate Japan from the Axis first and then inter-
vene 1in Europe, the United States was doomed to
fail because of Japan's loyal and sincere nature.
"'As Your Excellency and Your Excellency's
predecessor know, I wholeheartedly endorse Japan's
policy of creating a New Order in East Asia, This
. has been true in the past, is true now and will be
so in the future, I am one who is firmly convinced
that Japan has every right to he the leader of the

‘| Great East Asia arca.'

"I continued by relating to him the contents
of your message referred to in the heading, (with
| regard to paragraph 3 of that message, I said that

I had been advised that some arrangements were being

made between our Ambassador in Berlin and Ribbentrop.)
"With regard to paragraph 2, Mussolini

said that should war Sreak out, Italy would give

every military aid she had at her disposal, i.e., that

she would make every effort to keep the British navy

checked in the Mediterranean.

"Mussolini: 'Recently, the formation of




an Ttalian-Cerman air force bloc was discussed so as
to afford closer cooperation between the two to
apply further pressuyre on tie British in the Mediter-
rancan, The negotiations on this proposal have
progressed to a point where it may be signed any day
now. '
"Regarding paragraph 2 again, should Japan
declare war on the United States and Great Britain,
I asked, would TItaly do likewise immediately?
Vussolini replied: '0f course. She 1s obligated to
do so under the terms of the Tripartite Pact. Sinece
Germany would also be obligated to foll