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Part of the ~eoord of Japanese-American tfegotiat1.on. 

(From Bebruary, 1941, to December, . 1941) 
. I ti 
c omp1 ;t·'Eiia by · tne F.ore tign J.~in ts try Data .. on .T.Q p11 ~P. s,:-~me ri can 

~egotiation •.. 

(1) The Second Konoye Cabin~t ~ra. PagP 61-62. 

Instruction of the Ge rnian GovPrn~~nt to the German 

Ambassador in Tokyo (brought.bW~he German Ambassador in 

Tokyo, Ott, on the occasion of a conve r sation w~th Foreign 

Minister Matauoka on 17 ¥ay 1941) 
.• 

The German Government is of the opinion that the bPst way 

to prevent American pa.rticipation in the war would !'lave been 

for Japan to t'efuse decisively to negotiate on the American 

proposal. The German Government regrets that the ,Tapar.ese 

Government did not wait .. · the German opinion befor~ sending 

its answPr for to the American OovernmAnt. The Tripartite Pact 

was oo\'\cluded last year as a political and moral uni on of the 

three powers Japan, Gerwany and Italy, and its ~~Pat aim was 

to prevent third countries ~rom partici pa ting t n t hP. war. ThP 

Paot has attained its aim here tofor~ and it will sh ow its 

effectiveness also in the future if the tTn itAd front of Japan, 

Germany and Italy can be close ly ma1nto1ned. Any treaty entered , 
.... . ") . 

upon by one of thfl signaterdes of the Tripart1t~ Fact with third 
· of count r ies outside the Pact can be taken to mea~Aa wPak~nine of 
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the Tripartite front and therefore, a diminishing of the 

political effect of the Pact. If, nevertheless, the Japanese 

Government thinks it unavoidable to negotiatP. with the TT .s. 
goverPment concerning Japanese-American l"Plat i ons , it will at 

least be necessary to forestall the possibility of such an 

unfavourable effect as nentioned above, since the USA is virtually 
the enemy of the Axis powers (although according to international 

law, she 1s not) • 

Therefore it must be made the cardinal point of the 

Japanese-American agreement that the obligation 6f the ~S 

government not to interfere in the war between Britain 

and the Axis (in a much clearer form than before) and the 

obligation aPising for Japan from the Trtpa:rtite Fact are 

established clear1y ·and unequivocally. All other sti~ulations 

must be dependent on this · cardinal point. TTndel" these 

circumstances, the question of form would have the most 

important meaning·. The second parae: raph of the Japanese :reply, 

whi'ch· relates to the ex i stence of the Japanese obligation 
arising out of the Tripartite Pact, set out the minimum of 

which should be referred to in a Japanese-Amer1 can agre·e~nt; 

to deviate from or to weaken that minimum would bring matters 

to a downfall and, as a r esult, would contradict the spirit 

end meaning of. the Tripartdte Pact, ultimate ly making the 'Pact 

illu~ory. 

The German Government now has to. assert the reguest that 

it be permitted to participate fully in the Japanese-American 
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negotiations and be informed immediately of the answer of the 

USA. It will not comply with the re lations of tne T.ripart1te 
I 

Pact if the Japanese Government receives American communications 

and decides the Japanese position in the future w1thout first 

reaching an un~e ~stanu~ng wi th the German Government as to all 

of there !~portent que stions . 
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CF.lf.l'IFICATF. OF SO~CF. AND AUTHENTICITY 

I, RAYASH~. Kaoru, who occupy the post of Chief of 

Archive& Section, Forei5n Yinistry, hereby certify that the 

document hereto attached, written' in JapanPse, consisting , of~. 

~ pages and entitled "Instructions of the Germ.an rs!uPd on 

Yay 17 to the Ambassador in Tokyo". is an exact and authori.zed 

excerpt from an official docum~nt in the custody of Japanese 

Government (Foreign Ministry) . 

certified at Tokyo, 

on this gi day of Nay, 1947 

HAYASHI, Ka oru 
(seal} 

I hereby certify that the above signature and seal were 

affixed hereto in the presence of the Witness . 

at the same place , 

on this same date 

Witness: tTRAB~ . Katsuo 
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