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The International pdlitary
Tribunal for the Far ost.

THE UNITID ST.TES 0T AMERICA .ND OTHERS

v
LRAITT SuDa" WD OTHZPS.

AFFPIDAVIY

‘\ I, Ian Farquhar Mucrae of 1 1vrnion; Grove, Hawthorn in the Stote of
| Vietorda foruerly VX44737 Major I.F, Iberae of 2/21 pattalion, iustralien
| Tmpericl porces rake outh and sey,-

!
1

s 9 I was capiured at Aubon on 2nd February 1942. Touether wih 262
other justralian prisoners and about 300 putch prisoners I was shipped

{ from jrbon to Hainan on 25th October 1942, (a the instructions of the
Japenese all the sick and weoak men from /mbon were included in the draft
and formed the ¢reat rajoricy of it, e arrived at Hainan on 5th Noveuber

1942,

2, The prison compound was about ten acrcs with a low barbed fence

around, The huts were coolie barrucks of a prinitive style made of all

seraps of tinmber and iron, Jen siept on the floor on old (rass rots -

two men to three mats. The arca for sleeping, 263 officers and 1en, was

4608 square feet or 18 square fect per man, This included all sick, no
separate accomucdation was provided for then, Roofs and walls were not

| weather proof, No materials werc provided for repairs and the huts were
infested with bugs, cockroaches, rats, lice, fleas and ants, Sanitary
arran erents and hygiene were entirely abasent or very prinitive, There

| were no fly prccautions. The Jupanesc vwere quite indifferent to the whole

state of affairs and no assistance was given despite repeated requests,

len ate and worked in filthy surroundings inhabited by natives and imported

coolies, The cunp was & quarter of a jidle from un old svarp, This made

malaric very prevalent,

3. On leavin; jmbon we had been tcld to take all our sick as we were

, ¢oing to a rest carp, In spite of this, the men were conpelled to comence

} road work, Subsequently they were ens saged on building a railvay enmbank-

, went, exeavating anti-aireraft ,un eiplaceuents and putting the gune in
position and unloading arrmnition and supplies from ships. Hours of work

' were fror 9 aeils to 8 pems with un hour off durin: the day. it rirst
there was a rest day once a week but later only one rest aay cvery five

i to seven weeks,

The work waes carried out under very trying conditions - the climate
| was very hot and cnervating durin; the (rcoter port of the year. The
{ wen wore kept ut hord werk, driven by Japanese officers, 17,C,0s,and men by
kicks, by blous frea riflec busts and by flegsinge with shovels, pick
handles, iron bars und sticks cf wood, Three ren had limbs fractured
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in this way and a lar_e nuaber of others had to reccive nedieal attention,
To keep up the numbers the Jupenese coigelled sick nen to work.

be only one issue of boots and clothin; was wude up to the tire of the
Japanose surrender, @ven this issue contained only a few pairs of boots
and there was not enocugh clotling to go round, /fter twelve ncnths men
were compelled to work barefooted,

5. No outward mail was pernitted by the Japanese and no advice regarding
prisoners of var on Hainan ever reached justralia throuch any channcl,

purin, the three ycar period, on one occasion, .ustralian prisoners
received frcn one to three letters, MNo other communication from relativos
was received,

6, In Haisho there were about onc hundred barracks filled with Hong Kong
- and Canton coolies, These coolies were working at the iron mine and at
! the port of Haisho, They were starved and emnciated in appeerance, hen-
ever I passed the buildin; that they used os a hospital, I saw bodies of
dead coolies which had been dragped out, up to 10 or 12 bodies a day,

For breaches of discipline the Jupanese would bring the coolies to
our carp vhere they would punish then by floggings or by the water torture,
The lattor consisted of filling them up with vater until their stouachs

“were distended and then jurping; on thoir stomachs,

Te on the evenin; of 17th July 1943, about 120 Chinese were brought
to the cauyp with their aris tied behind their backs., They were taken
outside the camp and bayonetted to death by the Japanese and buried ncar
the camp, I saw new graves after the incident and the method of death
was described by nurerous Japenese,

8, Fron time to tinme couplaints ebout lack of food and clothin;, poor
accormodation and brutality on working partics were addressed to Area
Commandent and handed in ot Guerd Roon for forwarding, The Canp Commandant
refused to farward these coupleints and on one oecasion struck Captain
~itken, the 1edical officer, and Captain riekin, the Quarterraster for
handing in such a complaint as to fcod for tle sick, On ancther occasion
Lieutenant-Colonel rapitz, the elderly puteh cormender, addressed & come

' plaint to Headquarters, For this the Carp Cormandant brutally beat him with
. & stick in front of the troops, No proper visits of inspection by senior
officers were made aftor December 1942,

| Q4 At the coumenceuent of our irprisomment at Heinan, the daily food
ration consisted of 480 (rams of rice deily, this was later dropped to 350
| Grans and finally tc¢ 200 grans, Some neat and vegetables were issued up
to the ond of 1944, but then these issues comsed.

10, pespite the fact that the town of Huisho was frequently borbed during
{ 1944 and 1945, no atterpt was made to distiniuish the compound as a ,0.V,
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Jn

carp tc sdrcralft, ti.circenit ane ond cthor 1 4litary tar cte tere
near to the cary ounld the cawy war well wivkin o taryct arcv, 4n auti-
aireraft wachine gua vwas ucunted inside the corpeund, fLn apparatus for
locating aircraft was kept sowet es in the corpound und scmetimes close
outside it,

1l¢ m ,:.rid) 1945 1 escuped with a par'y of prisoners of wor and
j joined tke (hiress _uerliles with slon T rerained wntil the Japanege
surronder,

12, peuaths vezulting frou shocovetion, beutulity and neglect reduced
the nucbers fronm 253 to 102 in vhres yaars,

(3imed) I.F. MLORAE, .

SHoR' at pelbtcurns in the State
of victoria thas the 3rd day of )
october 1946,

pefere o,

(sicned) ¢

A Comissioner of the Supreie Court of
Vieteria for taking ;ffidavits,
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