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\~I I, Ian Fnrquhn.r Jtlr.rat'l of 14 J::yrnton_; c.·0•11) , ttuuthorn in the state of 
Viotoriu f orz"-er :\y n447B? Jr,.tjo:- r .F . I Jl..;rao of 2/21 Batte.lion , •• uatralian 

I !Llpericl Forces r:.oke oo~ll and a .. y ,-
' I 

1. I nos captured at ~bon on 2r.d Fobruary 1942. To~etber rlh 262 
other :.ustralian p:riS0:1urs o.nd about 3 l)') nutch prisoners I uas shipped 
froo JJ:"bon tC\ H<iinan on 25th o:tober 1942. Cll the instructions of the 

I Jopnneoe all tho s !ck nn: 11oak n:m !:ror.1 .·.r.IDon uere included in the draft 
and fori;:ed the (.;raat t1ljor1Gy of lt. le or~ived at Hainan on 5th NOver.iber 
1942. 

2. ?;he prison corJpOund rms abo1.it ton ncros ni th a lot1 barbed f enco 
oround. Th& huts l:ero coolio barrt.cks of u pril.1.i.tive stylo nnde of all 
aoro1)s of tir.1bor nnd iron. rien s.Lo1>t on the floor on old {.;l'llss m to -
t uo men to throe ~ts. The area for slocpinc , 263 officers nnd l.len , \7as 
46o8 aqutU"e feet or 18 aquore fer·t iier r.nn . This included all sick, no I separate occoJIIlodation uas provided for thon . P,oofs and walls ilere not 

. weather pr oof • No mnt orinla \1cro pr oviclocl for ropaira and the huts were 
I infested wit h bU(;s, cockronchos, r :.!.s, lice, fleas and ants. sanitary 
f arranLea>nts and !iyc;ieno \.'ere en tirely absent er very prioitive . There 
I '7er e no fly procnutions.. The JO'!K.u1osc \7Cro quite indifferent to tho l'lhole 
' stoto of affairs and no nssist~nco ua o c ivt:n <lespito repeat6d requests . 

?'3n ate and 1.or Y.ed in filthy aurroundinc.,;a inhnbited by nntives and inported 
coolies. Tho cw.ip uas a quarter t.f t. l.dlo fron un old smmp,, 'It.is oade 
r.nlnric very prevalent . 

3. on leevi1~ A\Dbon \le hnd bct:J. t old to tnl:e all our sick ns ue were 
, co!nL to a rest cru:~ o In s;:-Ho of tl:is, tho uc.n ucro cor.1Jc)el led to conr10nce 
l r oad r1ork. s.ibsequently they ;:orE. er. _,0£..Cd on buildinG a .ruiluay er.ibank-
. LJOnt, oxt.nvntint_, nr.ti- aircruft Lu u OLifl urcucnto and puttin[. the uune in 

position anc! unloacdll£.. lll.DW1ition nnd supplies f.1.·ou shi!-S• HOU."'.'S of uork 
nor e froc 9 a . u . to 8"'p . o . , ·Hh un hour off durillc:.> the day. J.t first 
there v:aa o rest clay once o \7eok but later only one reot cloy ov<..ry five 
to sev£..n r:oc.:ks. 

The ,,·ork was ccrricd out U.'1dcr very tryin;_; conditions - the cliDote 
\7QS ve;ry hot and cnorvotillt., durit\_; tl' c l .rcator llnrt of t he yonr . The 
L10n uor e kept t.t ht-.rd -;10rk , driven by Jopar.eac. offir.ero , n . c.osf,!:md men by 
kicko, by bl o:-:s 1'.ro~ rifle butts nnd by flcu:;!nc;s nith shovels , pick 
handles, iron bars uncl sticks cf ~:ood . Throe am hc.d 11.ubs frnctured 
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in t his uo.y Wld a lar .... e nw.ibor of others hnd to reco1 vo codiccU. attention. 
~ keer up tho nuobors the JUiiunoso conrollod sick nm t o oork. 

4. ()1ly ono issue of bo~ts El!ld clothin.., woo lJl.lde up to t he tire ~f the 
Japonose surrender . LVen thio issue cont ained only a few pair s of booto 
and t here rms not onoU(;h clot:. i?l(., t o c;o round. J.it er tuelvo IJCntbs men 
i:ore cocpollod to i.'ork barefoot ed . 

5 . ~'O out\7ard m il nos p6rcitt6d by t ho Japanese and no c.dvioo r~ardin8 

I
I prisoners of \ ."tlr on }Iainan ovor r oached .1~Uet:"nlio throut)1 ony chnnnol. 

1 DUr~ t he tbreo year period • on ono occasion, ... ustrallan prisoners 
: rocoivod frcu ono to t!U'eo l ottoro. 1'!0 ot her con:amioation from rola~ivos 
I nos received. 
i 
• 6. In Hoisho t hore uere about one. hundred lxuTacks tilled vith ROllG Kong 

and canton coolies. These coolios ~ero norki nc, at t he iron mine and at 
I the port ot Haisho. 1'l~Y uere s tarved and emciated ii: app&erance. :1len-

1

1 ever I passed tho buildin~ that thoy used ns a hospital , I sow bodies of 
dead coolies uhich hod beon clraac.-ed out , u1> t o 10 or 12 bodies u dey. 

For breaches of di scipline the JUpanoso nould brill(.-the coolies t o 
I our cacp r:here they nould punish thoo by flcu;i11£,s or by the uotor torture. 
1 The latter consisted of fillin{., t hoc up nith uotor unt!l their ot o:JDohs , .. 

TTore diotonded and then jUI;>ln{; on thoir at otlOoho. 

7. on the evenin.:; of 17th J'UlY 194.3 , about 120 Chinese were broucht 
t o the COIJI> nith t heir arws tiod bol1i nd t heir backs. 1tey uoro tal:en 
outside the cacp o.nd bayonotted t o death by the Japcnese and buried near 
the ca.mp. I saw net: eraves after thG i ncident and the m thod of death 
was described by nu.r.YJrous j apo.neso . 

a. Frau t ime t o tine coupl.tlints about lacl~ of food and olot hi n.:; , poor 
occoI:J:?Odation and bruta lity on 7t0rki nc; parties uer e addressed t o /,;reo. 
COllDlndon~ and handed in at aunrd ROo:'l f or 1'on1ard1nc. The cacp Cc.tr.llllldant 
r efuDed t o f ormird t hose couploint s and on one occasi on struck eo.ptoin 
.~itkon, t he t.'3dica l ()fficor, and cu~toin t~al:in, the ()Ul.-ternaater for 
handinu in such 3 co.cploi nt as t o food for t ao ciok. on another occasi on 
Lieut enant-Col onel rrapitz, t he el derly ~tch coi:amder, addresse~ c coa­
ploint t o Headquarters. For t hi s the car.JP Cotr.andant brutally boot hio T1ith 

1 a stick i n front of the. troo~s. NO propor visits of inspection by senior 
officers nere tIDde after ncoeober 1942. 

9. At the co1J0enc6I.16Ilt of our i nprisoJlIX)nt ot Hainan, the doily food 
rot ion consisted of 480 c;rru:i.s of r i co doily, t his woo l ater dropi)OO to .350 
c;rarJD and finally t c 200 c;rar.lB. som r:.eot and ve£,;ot ublea \70r e iss ued up 
t o t he ond of 1944 , but then th~ao issuos caasod . 

10. nespito tt.e f uct t hat tho t ot7Jl of Ht:.i sho uoa frequontly borJbod duriDB 
1944 and 1945, no att&Dpt nae nndo t o cli at inl,uiah tho compound as a :-.o.'7 • 
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Cuql t c uircrult. ;_;.1;.:.-t.::..·.: nu " m•:; 1.ul cf 1 •• ;.~ , i H ~fl!'~ t.:.r .. "'~a ;·c"o 
noor t o tho c;..q 01.J t.llo o . ..:...~ \.b- v l.l '·~-..Un u ttl:4._c.t a_~cv , ~1 011ti­

o.iroraft lJUChino f U.'l •. 'OO noun tc.d 1.naido tto ~t>l.'l)<.Und , J.n op1)or utus t or 
l ooat ine a ircraft >-:a!J kopt 001.'l3t 1 .ea i n t ho cor.:pound Wld sccetit10a cl ooo 
outoi do it. 

I 11. ,D.l 4: d J 19Ji.5 1 O'lf' .... l <-d r1j ~h o. p7.i'1 y c.f li:.."' :100110.ro of rmr and I join<.C: tl"o c;Lil"GG~ \_,~•' C'lJ.lc;J \d' n ... on I r<.1.,:\:noa 1u1til 1;1.0 J O.pWleoe I eUITor.der. 

I 
12, ncutl:u 'r'-=u~.Hnc_; t'1·01.1 o~:- ,·vctk,n , brutul:!.ty ru1d ncclect r educed 
t ho nur.bers f:-vt. 4:S3 co .:....J2 l:i t.llTOtJ y ~ru-a., 

I 
I 

S'1:om• at !'elcc.urn~ h. tho st.ate ) 
of Victor ia tLis tl!o 3.rd day of ) 
oct obor 1946, 

Befcro r:o , 

(s.!{:r.od) ? 

(.Ji. ;ncd) 

A con.li.ss:!.or.(,!' of t:10 s~p.,c·• ·o court of 
,,i ckri u for takin.:, .'f rl!ic.vita, 
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