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FOR TI.Z FLR BLST

THE UNITID STATLS OF [ILIRICL, et rl
vs

LRIEKI, Sedeo, et rl

A SUORN DEPOSITION

Deponent: Yeno leseo

Having first duly sworn ¢n orth £s on rtteched

sheet and in eccordence with the procedure followed

in ny country I herety derosc rs follows:
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I e rn ex-Licutenent General of the Jrpenese /[rmy, i
¢nd nov livine et No, 55 2 Chome INrgeharecho, Fukuoke. ;

Since Vovember 1944 T served s the Chisf of Steff
of the Third Distriet /Arwy under Gsnerel Ushiroku's
coanend, end stryed in Titihrr until llerch 1945. I
subsequently becrne commander of the 57th Division and went
to "Senshinfu", Upon my rrrivel there I received en.crder
from the ivmantung ..rmy end wes trensferred rlong with my
diviesion from ifnchurie to Fukuoke for joining in the
Peecific Ver.

I wes connected witk the drawing up of the plrn of
operations of the Third District fray for the yesr 1945
while I wes the Chief of Steff of thet /‘rmy. The cir-
cunstences ere steted s follcws:

Llthough I ¢m not well ccqurinted with the plen of
operations before 1945, I knew thet the outline of the
plon ves to defend fgeinst possible rttecks of the USSR, ;
the line of the right benk of the /mour River in the
north, and the line of lecirel end Greet Hsingan mounteins
in the west. However, when I errived there, I rccelived e.
pew instruction regerding new operntion plens frcm the
herdque rters of the lwentung /rmy, Accerding to this,

he Third Distriet Army wes to meke grecdurl retreet after

offerine ¢ slicht resistence in the rrec of Scengo end T
Iairel, end wes to nrke t: ¢ finrl resistance on the line of
FPeien, Nonko, Jrrentong end Hsingen., Fellcwing this in-
struction, the Third District /irmy drew up o concrete

plen ~nd when the plen wes cbout to be reported to the
Corur nder-in-Chicf of the wentung Srmu, I wes transferred,

Mt thet tigie the Third District frny wes composed cf
three divisions end one brigede, The divisions were the

57th, 107th end 119th, tnd conly the 57th division wes
well seasoned, the others being newly orgunized inferior . -

divisions,

I became the commender of this well secsoned 57th : Jfﬁ
Division, However, this division wrs e£lso trensferred

to Jepcn proper for the Preifilce war. .. newly orgenized
division wes substituted for it, thus rendering ell
Givisicns of the Third District /Jarny inferior in quelity,

Jfter I arrived in Jeprn proper, I wes told thet the
heérdoucrtors of the Third District /[any wrs trensferred

fromn Titihrr to llukuden,
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On this 27th dey of Jen 19N

-

.t Tokyo

JSPOMANT: Yeno leseo (senl)

I, Ikedc Sumilhisa, hereby certify thet the sbovve
stetement wrs sworn by the Deponent, who ¢ffixed his

signeture end sesl thereto in the presence of this

Witness.

On the sriie date

At Tokyce

Vitness: (sizned) Ikede Sumihisa (senl)
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In ecccordence with ny conscience I sweer to ‘tell

the whcle truth withholding nothing end rdding nothing,

Yeno liesco (sesl)

Sl
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