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ALONSO GATUSLAO
& witness for the prosecution, being first duly sworn,
testified as follows:
DIRECT EXAMINATION

BY LIEUTENANT FINLEY:

Yhat is your neme?

Alonso Gatuslao.

What is your age?

54,

What 1s your occupation?

Actually, I am a farmer,

Were you 2t one time 2 member of the Philippine Army?

I wasy, I am a retired major with the Philippine constabu-

I would like for you to sperk Jjust a little louder, major.

I was a member in the constabulary, and I am a retired

of the same orgenization,

During this time did you serve in any special capacity?

I was the senior militery aide to President Quezon.

Were you ever aporchended by the Japenese Military Police?
* 3~cY¥es, sir, in Bacolod,

Yhen were you apprchended?

On November 11, 1944,

Are you ccqueinted with Sergonnt Sasoki?

Yes, sir,

Do you see him in this courtroom?

I see him right here now,

Will you point him out.

(Indicating)

LIZUTENANT FINLEY: Hey the record chow that the

Witness properly identified the cccuscd.




COLONEL PARMELEE: The record will so indiceate.

"ho arrested you, Major Gatuslao?

The two members of the Japanese Kempei Tai; I don't know
names .

Did they confine you?

They kept me in jeil for thirty-threec days.

At the time that you were arrested did they confine you?
(No response.)

At the time that you were arrested did they confine you?
hey arrested me on November 11, 1944, ond released me

on December 14 of the same year.

Q The question is, at the time that they arrested you did

they confine you?
Yes, sir.
/nere did they confine you?
In the Kempei Tai jeil.
Where was it located?
In Negros Occidental, Bacolod City.
What place in Bacolod is the Kempel Tel jail?
In Smith Street; I don't know the number.
What was that building known as?
It used to be the private hospital before the war.
Q You were confined in this building and did you see
Scergeant Saszki there?
A Yes, sir, I saw him,
Q VWiere you investigoted by Sergeant Sascki?
A I was investigoted by Sergeent Sosakl, yes sir.
Q Will you tell the Commission the circumstences of the

investigation.




i scrgeant Sasnki had investigoted me frem Nevember 25 te

Nevenber 27.

0 of wvhat ycar was that?

A Of 1944, Prior to thet -- that wes on Nevember 23 and
Nevember 24 -- they did nct give me anything to eat, not cven
o drep of waters So Sergeont Sascki began to investigate me,
as I sey, on November 25,

0 Take up the details of the investigoation cn November 25,

-

Tell us whot hoppencd.
A On November 25, he wantcd me to tell them the whereabouts
of Governer Montelivanc of the Frce Negros, ond alsc the high-
renking officials of the guerrillas, and I told him I don't
kncw anything abcut it, He insisted thet I was 2 mcmber of
the guerrillas and he cculd not belicve why I do net knew the
vherenbouts of these persons he wes askinges 4And I refused
to tell him theat I was o member of the gucrrilla, He started
maltreating me with o eylinder-shapcd bambeo obout = yard long
and cbeut an inch and 2 half in diamcter. He started beating
me here (indicating), here, ond cespeeielly in the head.
LIEUTENANT FINLEY: May the rcecerd shew that the
witness indicated the boack of the shoulders.
A (Continuing) 4nd I was whippede I had not taken
enything twe days prior that; noturally, I cculd not defend
nysclf very well., His intenticn was tc hit me here in the head
(indicating back of hcad), but I was trying tc defend mysclf
by ny right arn, 4nd he had hen deing this to nme for about
threc heurs. It was lueky thot the imeriean 2ir squadren hed
errived ond drepped scne bembs cn Bacclod City. e had to

dispersc and run to the air-roid shelter, and that was the time
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that they stoppned maltreating me. On th~t oocasiom I was veak
and T could not walk. Very well. So they hed to detall one
Japenese soldier to bring me to my rooms On the following
morning -~ that was November 26th -~ I had my arm herc all
swellen, my back swollen, my face swollen, and he brought mec
up agein to his quavters for an investigation. He kept on
insisting that I should tell the whereabouts of Governor liogte-
libsno and the ranking officiels of the guerrillas, but

I keep on denying 1t, because I told him that I don't know
enything about it. Then he tortured me sgain., He sterted
egain with the same piece of bamboo, the same piece of bamboo
that he used the day previous, and kept on beating me. That
wes hc sceond day. As my body was swollen I could herdly
movs, but I keep on running in the room, running in the room,
erd he keep on chasing me, beat me right here (indicating

small of back), and on one occesion he was able to hit me

here on the head (indiceting back of heed), and I fall down

unconscious. I did not know what he did to me then. But who:
I stood up I found myself here vith everything swollen (indicatin:
arms), so they hold me by the arms and put me in the cheir and
Iinvestigated me again. The samc question was put to ne, thet
I‘was o member of the guerrilla and thet I know the whereabouts
of Governor Montelivano and the ranking officials of the
guerrillas, and that I had informetion concerning the nilitary
instellations in the Province of Negros. I see, sir, he uas
surprised why it was that whenever any Americen cirplanes come
end dropped 2 bomb, the bomb always strikcs on their hideout

¢f the military supplies, and he told me, "Nobody could do
that," with his hand pointing, "except you. 4nd I holéd you

responsible for this anéd you have tc tell everything or otheruise
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you will be killed tomorrow." So I keep on refusing., I did
not say anything. And that same procecdure continued from the
morning until in the afternoon his method of maltreating me

was only interrupted whenever an American airplane arrived on

over Negros and drops bombs, and thet was the time we finished

the investigation., We run into the air-raid shelter when the
tlanes come over. That was on the 26th, On the 27th he made
the some procedure, I could not move. I heve been submitted
to physical torture for the last two deys. My body was swollen,
face swollen, arms swollen, and I had even torn up with shirt.
Q - Why did you have to cut your shirt?

A Because it came out too small for my arms already. My
arm wes swollen, both arms were swollen, and my shirt, I had
to tear it to cut it, becouse it come out too small already.
So on the same day =-- that was on the 27th -= he read to me
the nemes of those persons who are, according to him, with the
persons used by me in the undercover work that I was doing in
the City of Bacolod and the other places around Becolod, and
he told me -=-

Q Now, Major Gatuslao, let's go to the other beztirg he

administered to you.




Did he bent you any more that day, the second day?
Yesy sir, the third doy,
All right, D1d he beat you any nmore the second day?
The second day?
Q Whntpelsc did he do to you the sccond dny? After the
con?rrsntion about the napers did he beat you any more
ngain?
A No, that was on the third day.
Q All right. On the third day after the conversation
about the papers, did he beat you any nore?
A Yes, sir.
Vhat did he_do?
He hit me right here in the neck.

A
Q How many times dfd he hit you?
A

Oh, I don't know because =-- sonetimes I bccome
uneonseious and I just nllowed him to do whatever he wgnts
to.

0 Aftcr the third day did he over beat youiany nore after
the third day? _

A Yes, he beat mc right here by the neck and right here
(4ndiec~ting).

Q After the third day?

A Noy, no nore, )

0 How long d4¢ vou stay confined in the Kempei Tai?

A Fron November 11 to December 14, 1944,

0 What d1d vouveigh when you were confined? How nuch did
vou wcigh at the tinme you were confined?

A T was weigh*h? arhugd 170 pounds,

] How much d1d you weigh at the tine they released you?




A I don't believe I weighed nrounq 120,

Q Major Gatuslao, while you were in the Kemped Tai head=-

quartcrs d1d vou sce Marcelino &:pCruz?
A I saw Marcelino Cruz, ycs, sir.
Did vou henr h*s voice at any tine?
I henrd his voicc upsteirs, on the sceond flo~r, T =enn,
Vhat was he soving? What wns the nature of the sounds
vou heard?
9@& noture was”thnt likg a nan being punishedf
iiid you sec Prinitivo Villanueva in the Kempei Tai?
Z 82w h*n also, a
~1d *rou sce his condition?
r.s condition 1s just ~s worsec as nine,
" 311 you tell the Gourt Snythjng thet you renenmber
about the condition of Prinitivo Villanucve?
A T saw Prinitivo Villanueva, his fncec bleeding, one
«fternoon when I went to the toi}ct? and his arn herc
swollen, his body herc swollen (4ndicating back). I did
not tnkc much t*ne to see hin,
0 Did you secc Ricardo de la Rema in the XKcnpel
A I saw Rieardo de 1la Rana also,

CAPTAIN POST5:¢ Moy I ~sk the question: =rc we
through with the testimony with rcspeet to the injurics of
this Filinino he just 4dentified just before this?

LIFUTYMANT FINLFY: Wheot arc you teolking about,
Captnin? You mean i{ I a1 going to ask hin any ncre
questions on that point? .

CAPT.TN POSFS: All right. At this tine T would

like tn strike all of th+*s tecstincny., Therc 1s nc ermncetion




between the testinmony, the alleged wounds, or whatever this

witness saw, connecting hin with the defendant in this case.
COLONFL PARMELEE: The Law Member will rule.
COLONEL HAUSE: Objection not sustained. by
CAPTATN POSES: I would like to note an exception.
COLONEL PARH@LEE: Note an exception. y

Q ngor_Gatuslao, d1d you sec Ricardo de la Rama in the

Kcmped Tai?

A Ycs, T saw hin, g b

Q ng vou Qot*ce his ghysﬁcal condition?

A His physical condition == he wes also having EIS?0110H

body, gwollon face, nfﬁs, just about thc same condition

that ?1llanueva was,

Q Did you see Agaton Ranos?

A T sow Agaton Ramos.,

Q What was his physicrl ~ppenrance?

A Oh, Agaton Ronos was very bad, swollcn bpdy right

hgrc_(1n§1c¢t1ng), swollen tnothis part: of his body
(indicating back), his arms, and on one occasion when we
vent gown to the 21r reid plncg he gould hardly nove.

Q Dtd you sce Sergeant Sasaki s?rikg Agaton ganﬂs?

A I saw §erg9nnt Sasakl once whip w;th the wire., He
pullcd a wire in that way (demonstrating) and then whipped

Ag@ton Rancs?

Q Vhere was Agaton Ranos 2t the tine Sergcont Sasnkd

v1ipped hin with the wire?
That wns 4nsidc the butlding, ncnr the dining hall.
Downstairs or upstairs?

In the first floor, downstoirs,




LIFUTFNANT FINLFY: No further questions, sir.
COLONFL PARMELEF: CPOsdg exonminaticn?
CROSS FXAMINATION

BY CAPTAIN POSPS:
N Do yecu hove any permanent scars os n rcsult of heatings
allegedly given yocu by the defendant Sas~ki?
A No, sir, but ny arns -= I ¢ nnot use t; T cannot
write ny name. Once I hold the pen, it trcmbles, and I
nsked the “Arny doctor in Negros Ofcicdental, of the 40th
Division to exnntne 4ty and they told me that 1t will Just
recover, Just keep on exercising it, Execircise every
morning and in = certatn tine I will just recover.

Q  Howony times were you arrested by the Kempei Tai?

A\

4 Just once,.

N Did you sec other than this ocne case where you nentfoned

thot you saw sonecne beaten by Sasaki, ¢1d you see any of the
other persons y~u referred to in your testimony be~ten by

Sasaki?

A I have not scen that, S -
N  Thesc vounds or the physical gonditiﬂn 25 described by
you of then, you do not know who inflicted then, do yru?
A I only prcsume becouse Sergeant Sasnki wns investignting
them and T sow hin investigating then.
Q But you do testify here honestly that you ere presuming.
You do not know of your own knowledge?
A I have not seen him actually beating him.

CAPTAIN POSES: That's all.

COLONEL PARIELEE: Redirect?

LIEUTENANT FINLEY: No further questions, sir,
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COLONEL PARIELEE: Questions by the Commission?
EX#TINATION BY THE CO:T1ISSION
BY COLONFL PARIELES:
? #When you were investigated or interrogated by Sergeant
Secakl mwas there an interpreter there?
A There wos, a Japanese by the name of Ando,
) /ho did the beating on you?
A The beating was mostly, sbout 90% of the beating was
done by Sergeant Sasegki.
Q Do you know whether that was the usual way the _
interrogation was carried out?
A I heard ebout it and I know it, because I had the
experience,
0 Had you seen any Obher investigstions to see who
actnally did the beating? ™“hether it was Sergeant Sasaki
or the interpreter?
A The interpreter had also inflicted me physicsl injuries.
Q But on you 90% of the beating wes done by Sergeent
Sacaki.
A Yes, sir,
COLONEL FPARMILEE: TFurther questions?®
LIEUTENANT FINLEY: ©No further questions, sir.
CAPTAIN POSE5: No, sir.
C"LONEL PARMELEE: The witness is excused.
(‘itness excused.)
LIEZUTENANY FINLEY: If it please the Cammission,
the prosecution will csll itsihext witnéssg«:
COLONEL FARMELEE: It is now &out time that w:

egrecd to recess. Is this = short witness or would y»u






