Doce Nos 8439
(1) October 7, 1947, | TR

I gave the following order to Lt. (8G) Tachibena (at present
e Iieutenant Commander) who was the Commanding Officer of the head-
quarters coupany as well se ny acting Executive officer: "Ueing the men of
the headquarters company appropriately and at a place which will not
interfere with our positions, execute by firing equad all prisoners of
war." I remember it was about oue hour after sunset (not definito).
Although my recollection of the hour of execution is not definite,
I remeuber that there was a report made by Ensign Nekesmura, commend
platoon leader under Lt. (SG) Ito, more than en hour end a helf after
ny issuance of the order., Ninety-six (96) prisoners were executed and

one oscaped.

(2) (2) Around July 1943 an unknown person frequently broke
into the headquarters company's food storee and this person was
captured in the food etures. Hio name is Jacks Previously a warning
wae given that since the food meant life and death on the island any
person stealing Tood will be goverely punished. In order to maintain
milit discipline it .as neccssary that the man be executed, so
It. (Je) Nonake (trensferred to Japan in October, 1943, at present a
Lt. (SG) executed the said rerson on Hujina (Peale Igland) by
decapitation. Before the executien was carried out, I wrote a
statement giving the reason for the oxecution end had this translated,
and ii was read to the versou to be executed by It. (8G) Nomoto
(injured on October 7 end later sent back to Jevan).

(b) I believe it was about October 15, 1943.

The prisoner who escazed on October 7 when the executions
were held was disco.sred ¢nd capiured near the vicinity of the food
stores, located near the shrine, where he obtained hie food. At
that time, we frequently received situation reports end erdere from
the fleet (Ath based). One of them being that, "A new end powerful
task force was organired and has departed from Hawaii, therefore
the Marshalls Area will go into their lst defensive positions. Veke
Islend will prepere for an attack force." Thus we were in the midst
of an alerted condition. In order to supress any denger arieing from
him, I was forced to execute the said porson on Hajima (Peale Islend)
about thirty minutes after suncet on the same day. (Execution by
decapitation). The officer in charge of prisoners, Ensign Nekamura,
and several other enlisted men were mlso preeent at the scene.

(3) According to the news broedcast from San Francisco regerding i
the war criminal trisls of Germans by the Allied nations, it was sald o
that the issuer of the orders as well as the executo.: of the orders
will be persecuted. In case the various actione which were carried
out to my orders because the source of any trouble, it will mean that
my subordinates too will be involved. There is no greater grief for
the commanding oi'ficer whose subordinates had to suffer because they
had to carry out his absoluts orders. Therefore in all cases I would
like to ghoulder the responsibility for ny subordinates.

(4) I voluntarily and without consulting any other officer i
called all company comuanders involved and devartment heads to a
meeting in the conference room, and ordered that a false story be
made, saying, "I have an idea so just do es I sey". I had made up
this falge story beforehand end then I iesued the order. DNote: at
the second meeting I cannot recollect if Petty Officer Miyaki and the

others vere yresent.

(5) After the end of the war, it wae impossible for me to
obtain the contents of the Potsdam proclemetion, and thereafter I
began to realize that Japan was about to surrender unconditionally. I
then realized that we had to obey United States orders. 4nd in
coneidering that in the Imperial resoript it said, "Not to lose faith 1
in the allied nations", I reconsidered and decided to confees the truth

without hesitation.
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(6) I appreciate the good troastment I am receiving.

The above statement is true to the best of my knowledge and
recollection. I hLave given i% freely end volunterily snd without being
threatened and forcod to do so.

Sekibera, Shigematsu

Witneseged.

CERTIFIED T® BE A TRUE COPY

/e/ W. P. Mehoney
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Docs No. 8439
I gave the following order to Lt. (SG) Tachibena (at present TEI

e Iieutenant Commander) who was the Commanding Officer of the head- e
quarters company as well es iy acting Executive officer: "Using $he men of
the headquarters compeny appropriately and at a place which will not PR
interfere with our positions, execute by firing squad all prisoners of : .
war." I remember it was about oue hour after sunset (not definito). . .“
Although my recollection of the hour of execution is not definite, : ! ?
I remeuber that there wae a report made by Ensign Nekemura, command gt
platoon leader under Lt. (SG) Ito, more than en hour end a helf after e
my iesuance of the order, Ninety-six (96) prisoners were executed and A
one escaped. ' SRS

(2) (a) Around July 1943 an unknown person frequently broke &
into the headquarters company's food stores and this person was S h
captured in the food storess Hio name is Jack. Previously a warning iy At
was given that since the food meant life and death on the island any 7
person stealing Tood will be scverely punisheds In order to maintain ' AN
milit discipline it .as necessary that the man be executed, 8o sy
It. (Jg) Nonake (trvensferred to Japan in October, 1943, at present a N
Lt. (8G) executed the said rerson on Hujima (Peale Island) by )
decapitation. Before the execution was carried out, I wrote a 2R
statement giving the reason for the execution and had this translated, ”
and 1% was read to the versou to Le executed by It. (8G) Nomoto
(injured on October 7 end later sent back to Japvan).

(b) I believe it was about October 15, 1943,

The prisoner who escaped on October 7 when the executions
were held was disco.ered ¢nd captured near the vicinity of the food
stores, located near the shrine, where he obtained hies food. At
that time, we frequently received situation reports end erders from
the fleet (6th based). One of them being that, "A new end powerful
task force wae organired and has departed from Hawaii, therefore
the Marshalls Area will go into their lst defensive positions. Veke
Islend will prepare for an attack force." Thus we were in the midst
of an alerted condition. In order to supress any denger arising from
hig, I was forced to execute the said porson on Hajima (Peale Islend)
ebout thirty minutes after sunset on the same day. (Execution by
decepitation). The officer in charge of prisoners, Ensign Nekamura,
and several other enlisted men were aleo present at the ecene.

(3) According to the news brosdcast from San Francisco regerding
the war crinminal trials of Germans by the Allied nations, it was said
that the issuer of the orders as well as the executors of the orders
will be persecuted. In case the various actions which were carried
out to my orders because the source of any trouble, it will mean that
my subordinates too will be involved. There is no greater grief for
the comnanding oificer whose subordinates had to suffer because they
had to carry out his absoluts orders. Therefore in all cases I would
like to shoulder the responsibility for my subordinates.

(4) I voluntarily and without consulting any other officer vl
called all company commanders involved and devartment heads to a !
meeting in the conference room, and ordered that a false story be
made, saying, "I have an idea so just do es I sey". I hed made up h
this false story beforehand and then I issued the order. Note: at it
the second meeting I cannot recollect if Petty Officer Miyaki and the =
others vere yresent.

(56) After the end of the war, it was impossible for me to
obtain the contents of the Potedam proclemetion, and thereafter 1 *
began to realize that Japan was about to surrender unconditionally., I &
then realized that we had to obey United States orders. 4nd in i
coneidering that in the Imperial resoript it said, "Not to lose faith '
in the allied nations", I reconsidered and decided to confess the truth
without hesitation. s
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(6) I appreciate the good treatment I am receiving.

The above statement is true to the best of my knowledge and
recollection. I have given i% freely end volunterily and without being
threatened and forcad to do so.

Sekibera, Shigematsu

Witnessed.
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