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(1) October 7, l~-

I gave the f ollo"1ng order to Lt. (SG) Tach1bena (at preaa• 
a Lieutenant Comnander) who was the Comaa.nding Officer of the h•ed.­
quartere company aa ~ll a1 ti\}' acting Executive officer: "Using 'he men of 
the headquarters company app~o~riately and at a place Yhich "111 not 
interfere with our po1itiona, execute by tiring 1qua.cl all prisoner• ot war.• I remember 1t \l'llS abo~t o~o hour atter aun1et (not definito). 
Al.though fD1 recollection of the hour of execution i• not definite, 
I remer.iber t hat there tiaa a report made 'by lnlign laksmura, command 
platoon leader under Lt. (SG) Ito, more than en hour and a halt atter 
'llJ1 i1suanoe ot the order. llinety-lix (96) pr 1.1oner1 were executed and 
one 01caped. 

(2) (a) Ar.ound. July 19"3 an unknown person freqUentl.1 broke 
into the headquartera company'• tood atorea and thi1 peraon ,... 
captured in the food atur ea. Hio name ia Jack. Previouai., a w.rning 
wa• given that ainca the food meant lite and death on the 1aland uq 

: peraon ateal:inc i'ood wi!l be aoTarely punished. In order to maintain 
milit&11 diacipH ne it ..a• necoaaary that the man be executed, ao 
Lt. (Jg) HonakA. ( tt·anaf~rred to Japan in October, 19'3, at preaent a 
Lt .. (SG) executed the aaid i-eraon on lfMJima (Peale Ialan4) l-1 
dec9pitation. !ef~re the executi~n ,.. carried out, I wrote a 
atatement g1T1J:l8 tho reaaon for the oxecution and ba4 thi• tranelated, 
and i\i waa l·ead to the perf'l'\U to be executnd b)' Lt. (~) Homoto 
(in.Jured on October 7 and l '.lter aent back to Jepan). 

{b) I believe it "8S about October 15, 1943. 
The prisoner who eecn,ed on October 7 when the execution• 

were held waa diaco . ~rod ~nd captured noar the vicinit7 ot the food 
atorea, located near the Uirine. where be obtained hi• food. ~t 
that t5,Jlle, we trequentl.J received aituation roporta end •rdera from 
the fleet {6th baaed). One ot them beinc that, •.A nev end powerful 
taalc force waa organirecl and ha• departed from Hawaii, theretore 
the Marahalla .trea will go into their lat defenaive poaition•• Weke 
bland will prepare tor an attack force." 'Thua we were in the mi4at 
of an alerted condition. In oJ'der to supreas aey danger arising from 
bi;i, I vaa torced to execute the eaid poraon on llaJima {Peale Ialend) 
about thirty minutes after 1un&et on the aame day. (Executicn '' 
dece~itat1on). The officer in charge ot prisone~a. Enaign •l!lkamura, 
and several othe~ enli•ted men ~ere alao present at the acene. 

(3) .According t o the neva broadcast from Sen Jranciaco regarding 
the var criminal trb la of Germana by the .Allied nations, it •• aaid 
that the issuer ot the orders as well aa the executo. = of t~e ord.era 
will be per11ecuted. In caae the varioua actions which wre carried 
out to my orderR because the source ot any trouble, it will mean that 
my subord.inatea t oo will be involved. There is no greater grief tor 
t he comcanding of ficer whoae aubordinatea had to suffer because they 
haQ to carry out hia abaolut9 orders. Therefore in all caaea I would 
like to ahoulder the reaponaii.bility tor tl1 aubordinatea. 

{4) I volunt aril7 and without consulting any other officer 
called all compa.!11 c0Iilll!Mdel·1 involved and de-partment head• to a 
meet1.Dg in the conference i·oom, and ordered that a f alae atoey be 
made, aqing, "I have an idea ao Juat do a• I 88¥1 • I had made up 
thia false atory beforehand and then I ieaued the order. Hotel at 
the aecond meetinc I cannot recollect if Pett~ Otfio8r Mi7alti and the 
others tJere 1reeent. 

{5) .After the end of the "9.19, it waa impo•aible tor me to 
obtain the contents of the Potadam proclamation, and thereafter I 
began to realize that Japan waa about to aurrender unconditionall1• I 
then realized that we had to obey United State• orders. .And in 
considering that in the Imperial re1cript it 8&id, "Hot to loae taitb 
1n the allied nation•", I reoonaidered. and decided to oonf'eH the truth 
without heaitstion. 
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(6) l appreciate the good troe.tment I aa receiving. 

The above statement is true to the beat ot 1111 Jmovledc• u4 
recollection. I have given 1~ tre9ly ~nd volunteril7 end without b•iDC 
threatened and f orcod to do ao. 

Witneaaed. 

Cm'IJ'IKD Tl BE A TRUE COPY 

/•/ W. P. :.fahone1 

Sekibt.ra, Sh1gematau 
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(1) Oatober 7, 1~, 

I gave the folloYinc order to Lt. (SG) Taohibua (at pl'eaat 
a Lieutenant CoJllD8Jlder) who wae the Comanding Officer ot the h•li&­
quartere comp&Jl1 ae wl.l •• fiO' acting Executive officer: •U•in& ~ men of 
the headquarter• compall1 app~opriately and at a place tdlich "111 not 
interfere with our poeitione, execute by tiring equad all prieoner• ot war.• I remember it,... abo~t one hour after euneet (not det1nito). 
Al.though 'flJ1 recollection of the hour of execution i• not definite, 
I ruer.iber that there •• a report made ,,Y lneip lalcemura, commam 
platoon leader under Lt. (SG) Ito, more than an hour and a halt after 
1lJ.1 1e9UBJ10e ot the order, linety-eix (96) prteoner• were executed aD4 
one aecaped. 

(a) (a) Ar.ound Jul.J 1943 an 'Wlknown J>•reon treauent)1 broke 
into the hea4quartere co111p&n11a food atorea and thl1 peraon vaa 
captured in the food aturee. Hio name 1• Jaok. Prevloue)1 a w.m1Dc 
•• given that elnce the tood meant lite and death on the .1alu4 uq 
peraon ateal:1nc ~ood wi!l be eoverel7 punished. In order to maintain 
militaq 41ac1p11.ne 1t •• neooeaary that the man be executed., 10 
Lt. (Jg) HonakR (tl:anaf~rred to Japan in October, 19"3, at preHAt a 
Lt, (SG) executed the Mid i-ereon on LJima (Peale I11an4) )J 
decsp1tation. Jefo?'e the ezecuti~n ,... carried out, I wrote a 
atatement givi~ th~ reaaon tor the execution and ha4 thia tranelated., 
aD4 it waa :a.·ead to the 99r11nu to be uecutncl b7 Lt. (SQ.) JJomoto 
(lDJured. on October 7 and ~ '.lter eent back to Ja!)&n). 

(b) I believe it •• about October 16, 1943. 
The prieoner who eacn,ed on October 7 when the ezeoution1 

v.re held waa dlaco . ,red ~nd captured noar the vicin1t7 ot the toocl 
atorea, located near the ehrine, where he obtained bi• food. .At 
that t~e, we trequenti, reoeived aituation report• 9n4 •rdera from 
the fleet (6th baaed). OAe of them being that, •A new end powerful 
taalc force w.e organbed an<l baa departed from Haw.ii, tberetore 
the Marahalle Area will go into their let detenaive poaUiona. Wake 
Ialand vi.11 prepare tor an attack force." Thua we were in the miclat 
of an alerted condition. In order to eupreaa llD1 Clenger ariaime from 
h~, I waa forced to execute the Nid poraon on llaJim (Peale Ialend) 
about thirty minute• after aunset on the aame da1· (lxecutlon \J 
deca~itatlon). The officer in charge of priaonera, ln1ign JJldcamura, 
and aeveral other enlieted men were alao preaent at the acene. 

(3) According to the newe broadoaat from San J'ranciaco reprcliq 
the war criminal trbla of Germane b7 the Allied nationa, it •• aa14 
that the iaauer of the orders aa well ae the executor• ot the orclera 
will be per11ecuted. In caae the varioua action• which were carried 
out to JiG' ordera becauae the 1ouroe of any trouble, it will mean that 
my aubordinatea too will 'be involved. There 1• no greater grief tor 
the comnending oi'ticer whoae aubordinatea bad to autf er beoauH the7 
haci. to carry out hie abaolut9 ordera.. Therefore in all caH• I woul4 
lilce to ahoulder the reaponN.bilit)' for rq aubordinatea. 

(4) l voluntarily and without conaulting azq other officer 
called all company comwAJlde~• involved and de-partment heada to a 
meet~ in the conference i·oom, and ordered that a talae eto17 be 
made, 981ing, "I have an idea 10 Juat do •• I aq•. I ha4 made up 
thia fal1e ato17 beforehand and then I ieeued. the order. Hotel at 
the aeoond meeting I cannot recollect if Petty Otfic8r Miya.kl and the 
othere were 1reaent. 

(5) After the end of the "91", 1t tea impoaeible for me to 
obtain the content• of the Potadam proole.mation, and thereafter I 
began to realise that Japan vaa about to aurrender unconditionalq. I 
then realised that we had to obe7 United Statea order•• .tn4 1A 
con•14ertnc that in the Imperial reecript it aaid, "Bot to loae taith 
in the allied nation•"• I reconeidered. and dec1d.ecl to oonteH the truth 
without heeitat1on. 
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·- · 
(6) I appreciate the good treatment I am receiTillg. 

The above statement ie true to the beat ot ID)' lcnovle4ce u4 
recollection. I have given 14: fred7 Pnd volunt•ril7 end without be1DC 
threatened and f orcad to do ao. 

Witneeaed. 

Cm'll'IKD Tl D A. THUi COPY 

/•/ w. P. :.fahone)' 

S.Jdbera, Shigematsu 
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