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Date of dispatch: (P.M.) 12th January 1936

To ¢ Flenivcteatls 7, Disarrament Confer

From s F v Ministar Hirota

Sutject )

‘Code) Disazmamens., No,

(Secret:

On response tu your teclegrra No, 54 thunking every member of
the delegarion for your erforis, i

l, You ars bo explain exhestively ovr ‘evions assertions at
the next comuitiee nceling and at other vecezslnng tha’s the basie
policy of the Imperial Zor:-rmmant L3 to establish a common
mazinmum limitaticn as woll as meducing oillensive military strenglr
Loth in quanticy snd cus LiLy ther.by estavlilshing a prinzinle

of non-iniimidation and mon-aggresszion, and &lso our ass2rsions
on = couplete disarw went plun, thet is, the complete sbolition
or cxtreme (drastlc) reduction of aireraft carriers, capital
ships end A-class cruisers whish mav be classed as offensive
gtrength, wnich is in ar inscpareble connaction with tha ccumon
meximun limitatlen plan, Cle«rly ex . lzln that the Imperial
Government cherishes ro ctaar intenticns and earnestly hopes

for the conclusion of an imperti’al and falr disarmament azree=
ment hasod on the aheve rasic nolev, Endsaveour to express our
singerity towariu the digarmawsal projeetn. 424 still if our
basle assertions are novt racognlied the linperial Covernment does
no* nold any intention of wenalning ia couference to discuss
over a shiptuildlvg nolifleuation plun or the pian on reztricting
“ralliy. Consequenily, ceczssion from the Conference would be
neva able,

-8

Dlenipotentlarisy {lelssalac: Lo renon.ider oyr preposel, but
without. r#essing for iw. adontien. Wiile on the other hand make
1€ clea. what theie ar no oijestlons 2 sz2ttiing restrictions ou
submarines, cic,. tharepy concliding e «9ea the flve nations
concerned an; pos3sible aprioments suveh 2 the restriction on
uging suomarilucs av an eu2iy pessiplc d4ate. MNore ver, lead the
eenf'srence ao 1T would Pe 2loLed LY anncunsing a joint statoment
{0 the effact tnet there wld b2 ne ¢o etvliive armamenting
among - the pastlziryani nmatious. Az for we otlior protlems, in eca:
it should be the regueat ~7 ibe other puwers, it is considered ac
visable if it took the form o' transferring it to another new
conierence when the Imperial Government will hot participate.

‘e In cohform.ty with the alove, ondeavor to persuade other

3, The Priticsh side cherishas the opinion of retaining Clause
22, Chapter 4 of the Londen Treaty, cencerning the restriction on
employing suumarines, as an indepencent asgreement. The Imperial
Gevernment algo does not have any o! jeetion towards the same
provision becoming an indenendent a;reement., If needs be, we
have no objzetions in continuing the various clauses in the

~ Washington Tresty, such as Clause 14 (restriction on arming
morchant ships), Clause 17 (proiibition of using a warship under
construction for another power, during war), Clause 18 (agreement.
on digposition of werships). There are no objeetions in proceed-

. inz with negotistions, with the reprcsentatives of nations con-

. cerned, in adjusting sueh clauses and forming a new agreement.
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4,  In the case a conference should be held with our Government
excluded, there is no objection in sending an obscrver to the *

conference, However, as to the seleciicun of the observer you
will wait for instructions,
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CERJIFICATE OF SOURCE aND AUTHENTICITY

I, K. Yoshil, who o' .upy the sost of "hief of the Archive

Section of the 2nd Zemobiilzesion  Buvoeru, heroby certify that

the“document hereto attached, written in Jnpanese, consisting

of 5 pages and entitled "Instructions to the Plenipotentiary

at the Disarmament Uogzprence“ is an exact and authorized ex-

cerpt from an official document in the custody of Janancse

Government (2nd Demobi.ization Bureau).

Cortified at Tokyo,
on this 28 day of May, 1947.

/S/ Michinori Yoshii
(seal)

L hereby certiiy that the above signature and seal wore
affixed hereto in the pre:scnce of the Witness.
At the same olace,

on this same date.
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