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RESPONSE 

1. On 25 Octobetl2007, Human Rights Watch filed its Request for Leave to Appear 

as Amicus Curiae pui;suant to Rule 74 of the ICTR Rules of Procedure and Evidence 

(hereinafter, "the Appqcation"). 

2. The Prosecuto does not oppose the Application of Human Rights Watch to file 

an amicus curiae brie f! 
3. However, the Prosecutor requests the Trial Chamber that, if the Trial Chamber 

were to grant the Application, Human Rights Watch be required to file its amicus curiae 

brief within seven days (7) of the issuance of the decision, to avoid undue delay to the 

Rule 11 bzs process, f r the following reasons: (1 

a) The Prose utor S Rule IIbis Request was filed publicly on 11 June, 2007.' 

The Appli ation was filed on 25 October 2007. Human Rights Watch should, 

if it wante , have filed its Application as soon as the document was filed. I 
b) It appears ram the Application that Human Rights Watch has already taken a 

position if th respect to the issues it wishes to address the Trial Chamber on, 

such as the accused's fair trial rights. It also appears from the Application that 

Human R i e t s  Watch has the information to support its claims. Therefore, the 

time-limit Of seven days seems to be reasonable in the current circumstances. 

c) In view of the importance of Rule 11 his transfers in light of the completion 

strategy of this Tribunal, and the scheduling of cases either for trial or 

transfer, aq expeditious determination of the Prosecutor's Rule I I his Request 

is warrant$d. Human Rights Watch should, therefore, be required to file its 

amicus cuniae brief within the time frame requested above to avert any further 

delays. 

' Prosecutor's Request fo the Referral ofthe Case of Fulgence Kayzshemu to Rwanda pursuant to Rule I I 
brs of the Trrblmal's of Procedure and Evrdence, 1 1  June 2007 (hereinafter, the "Rule 1 1  brs 
Request") 

2 



4. In addition, Prosecutor requests the Trial Chamber. if it were to grant the 

Application, to be llowed to file submissions in response to the merits of the t 
submissions contained in the amicus curiae brief to be filed by Human Rights Watch. 

5. Respectfully submitted. 

Dated and signed thit 3 1" day of October 2007, h s h a ,  Tanzania 

/ Alex Obote-Odora ,!ihciai dssistant to Prosecutor 

For Hassan Bubacar Jbllow, Prosecutor 
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