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Excerpts rrom Interrogation ot MATSUI, 
Iwane, dated 8 Karch 1946 

Q ''When did you first h•r, it you did hear, that EUN»!>• 
and America got the idea that your troop• committed many 
outrages in Nanking? 

A Almost as soon as I entered Nanking. 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

A 

Fr om wn:n •. ~ : -_,~~ ,~ die! ;,-,Ju 1-.e ~u ... about it? 

From Japa~Pse diplomats. 

Who ws s ~he Japanese diplomat. 

It was a very small diplomatic official and I do not 
remember his name, the Consul at Nanking. 

Do I understand then that the Ja,anese Consul was in 
Nanking when the Ja,anese troops were a~proach1ng the 
city? 

They went in with the Japanese troops. They were at­
tached to the army to go in and preserve peace. 

' There is a history or the Far East in Modern Time• 
written by a $ah named Vinaeke and he says that Chin••• 
civilians wer• tied ih btinches with rope• and meehin• 
gunned and women were turned into houses or prostitution 
tor use or the Japan~se soldiers and that many civilian• 
were bayoneted in Nanking. Do you know where this his­
torian co,·ld have ~otten this information. 

A I do not know. Perhaps rrom the Chinese. 

Q Did you hear any stories of that sort when you came 
into Nanking? 

A No. 

Q My record says that you made certain public utterances 
defying roreifn governments. I haven't any to point 
out but did you make any atate~enta? 

A I never refused intervention or defied government.-, as 
a matter of tact in Shanghai and Nanking I collaborated 
with the United States, British and French diplomata 
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and Consuls to help Chinese retu1•••· A Prencb m1111onary 
•ho was engaged in this type or work appealed to ae tor 
help and I d~nated the sum ot ten thousand yen to hi• work. 

Q Do you remem·r.ar h1 s name? 

A I don't remember now but will try to remember. 

Q Was that 1~ J.932 "!' 193?? 

A 193'1 · 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Al.so t~t'!: t, ,_ ~, e ~ tate nt3:-.t .!dJ'tt that you were relieved 
from }'"•'mr,:t. ~ :·e~a-..ifie :>i' thl..i Nanking situation 8.J)d re­
plac~d i n F=b~ary by General Hara. Is that correct? 

No, th~:·. is ~•ot the reason. I considered my work ended 
in ?Jank~ng and wished to doff my uniform and engage in 
peacef~l pursuits. 

Do I w1de~stand you to mean that you gave the French 
missionary ten thousand yen ot your own "'1'Sonal tunds 
or was that collected from the Japanese army or Ja~ane1e 
peo~le as well as yourself? 

This was army tunds. 

It was tor the help or Chinese refugees around Shanghai? 

That is correct. 

Do I understand that you asked to be relieved of command 
in 1938? 

Yes, at my request. 

That request was addressed to the Chier or Start? 

To War Minister General SUGIYAMA. 

Was that in writing? 

By letter. 

Was it personal or oft1c1al? 

Half ~rivate and halt official. 

. J 
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Q Mr. Abend states that at the same ti~e you were relieved 
that Kingoro HASHIMOTO and Prince Yasuhiko ASAKA and about 
eighty starr -: f ~:~~ers we.-e sent back to Japan. Do you 
remember about t·rd·:; and is t:1at correct? 

A Yea, but Mr . Al•c:tc1 ''~s Wl'O!"~ in his deduction. The reason 
tor the return of the two officers and eighty start otticera 
was the fact ~he·: ·,;he ten d1'\i·:J.sions in Nanking were reduced 
to some r~.ve di.v·:ts1ons and as a r enul t these officers were 
auperflu, · -.~ . ~~!SJ.'• . .) v;.):•e cw.: army headquarters and this was 
reduced t~ onA" 

Q I uncie~ :::tand there wr.s '.ln Rrm!' that oame down from the North 
and then -:·.h€ '.' -: ··:e-; ~h<: ,1· ,.~, .;: '.J t: ~'lad been at Shanghai and they 
joinee .t' ·~ r : ~ . • ~ t t-, ,, c :;. , · ::> tr.": coi'rect? 

A This was aftoJ' 1 retu:ne6 to Sapan. 

Q I underst<:4 :·,J iJ./;..: ~ wer ~ s<.me c1·oops between the Shanghai 
operatio~~ an~ tha taking of Nanking, like the Sixth Division 
for 1notanoe , u:1der General TANI , comnosing in part tho Tenth 
Army which I understood came down from the north. Is that 
correct? 

A This came ~P fTom Shanghai. 

Q And the Sixth Div1~1.on joined you before yot• went to Nanking, 
as I understand, and the Tenth Army? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q The charges also are made that the discipline ot troop• 
that captured Nanking was ve ry bad. 

A I considered the d1sciR11ne excellent but the conduct and 
behavior was not. 

Q or the soldiers? 

A Yes. 

Q This was at Nank~ng? 

A Yes. I think there were some lawless elements in the army. 

Q I understand then you are drawing a distinction between the 
obeying of orde rs by a soldier in the process of operation• 
and what the soldier does off duty and ln this~inetance attar 
the town was captured? 

A Yes. 

J 
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Q And, of covrse, the officers commanding the troops in 
Nanking did have the duty of overseeing the behavior or 
their soldiers both off d"Jty and on duty? 

A Yes. 

Q Why do you sa:> ~)~D °t; it i:l ; r ; r vpinion that the behavior Of 
the s01d1ers Wus bJri? On wh~~ do you base that statement? 

A On ac 1 H i. .:- ·n -.:: · ·· · Orl : •• n .i.c;r towards the Chinese poptilation 
and the 1;· 1; : :.. .:. •:>~ • ..:.1.~ ~1 .~y. 

Q Were the: · ~ an~· !e-.~g~"el "'r"er:? +.hot preceded the capture of 
Nank1ng !':-<·.; J·r,~ ~ :1 :\ •'H j 1 .1:: ~ s · ., Especially regulating the 
conduct ~i i :1~ " ~:d!e~s et~er ~he c~pture or the city as 
was anticipetel . 

A I always P l v 0 ::.i r .Jd the :na1ntenance of strict discipline and 
the pu.,isl•!te>nt r:f all evil doers. I also advocated the 
thorou'.;h :t 1·ri7EH.: tig:n~ion or the ranking Incident, and collabor­
ation with foreign officials and diplomats and this was done. 

Q Can you give me the names of any ot the foreign diplomats 
that investigated this matter? 

A One was Mr. HIDAKA from the Japanese Embassy. I do not 
remember the names of the foreign diplomats as they were 
in Nanking. 

Q Djd you talk personally to any of these foreign diplomats? 

A No, not at Nanking. 

Q At any ti~e later did you talk to anybody. 

A I entered Nanking on the 17th and after one w~ek I ret\lrned 
to Shanghai. I met and discussed with tr.s. and British 
commanders and admirals, also the Italian and French am­
bassadors with a view to settling things in a peaceful way. 

*********************** 

Q Were the troops that entered Nank1ng and that were there on 
the 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th of December, new troops or were 
they veterans and were they officered by experienced officers 
or otherwise? 

A They were all experienced troops officered by experienced men. 

Q Have you ever com~anded these troops before? 
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Q Had you ever heard that these troops had bahaved badly 
off dtty in Cb~Pa up to this time~ 

A No, the army wes a newly termed organization sent from 
Japan but i t was composed ~~ mAny experienced veterans. 
I had not h eai'd of these troo;.>~ behaving badly elsewhere 
in China . 

Q Or in M~-.,·hnr:L. 1 . ". 

A No. 

Q Part < _ .h~n ::-. · 1; ~ ~1 t:= ' > 1:v' -'. l· noC3ratlon~ around Shanghai 
and ·i.,~·-· ~A i.~t1J ~ ~ . · :: "' _;,(· ·!..>\V"4: .:.' ••v:n the nort h had been in 
some rl..' ... m:~ t -::.·.:·1nct Pelping a:1ct Ti entsin. Is that correct? 

A One d! vi: .. :1<.n '.!-.. _,., ~: "':wn f~om the Peiping and Tientsin area. 

Q The cl aim 1~ :•la<:.e i;h1t L1euten~nt General Pr:lnce ASAKA was 
a tie~ d cor~.1aer who should have haa so~e oversight over 
the par i; of ~h~ army that f 1r:i·~ entered Nanking. Is it 
correct that Prince ASAKA was so placed? 

A Yes , that is correct . 

Q And Prince ASAKA ma~ried one of the dau~hters or Emperor 
Meiji? 

A Yes, that is correct. 

Q Some people claim that Prince ASAKA was responsible very 
much for what happened in Nanki ng but because of his relation 
to the I mperial family little or nothing has been said about 
it. Is that correct? 

A I do not think so. Prince ASAKA had joined the army only 
about ten days before its entry into Nanki ng and i~ view 
ot the short time he was connected with this army I do not 
think he can be held r esp;.msibl e. I would say that the 
Division Commanders are t he r esponsible parties. 

Q You s ta t ed tha t you went in to Nank1ng on the l?th. Did 
you :-;ee erty bodies of dead civilians, women or children? 
Anything of that sort? 

A They had all been removed by this time . I saw a few dead 
Chinese Joldier s near the west gate . 

Q The Chinese War Crimes Commission claims that several hundred 
thousand civilians were killed and that there was burning and 
pillaging or Nanking right after the capture on the 13th. 
Was there any other evidence than what you stated that the 
town had been badly hsndle4 in the capture? 

: I 
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A f nnt i s ~~solutoly ~ntruc . Tt er o wos no, abolutely no, 
s r cunde ·: t' ·· ·. : ~h acc'.1s ations. Thi s I can state upon my 
honor . 

Whe~·, d : .. ~ :... : ... s~ see He:\~! 9tt Abend after the Nanking 
ceptu-:-.~? 

A I 111:" him in <.;run& . I first met 1-'r. Abend af ter, perhaps 
a a?:•)n th e ft~t" Nanking. 

Q Did Mr . iWe1.J ~;,k for an i nterview and get it? 

A ?Jo, I rA11ne~ :-.~d lf-r, Abend t o see me a s I had heard rumors 
·'ld i I • • • • • • ':1."' ~ •• B I :. . ~·-., l. r ;'·.lttir.J t~e fac t s bet ore 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

Q 

A 

: ~1" .. ''·~·! 

What <i~d V<.'"J and Mr. Aba:id talk about? n'hat was aaid? 

I nxplained 1 r Mr. Abend 1ny vi ews re,ar~ing t he respect ing 
ot :~raign ~-~ ~~ and inta~ests i n N~~~ing~ Al so , my 
da:-;~ .:'e ·' · ,· · ::> lni' .:1c.&. t.amages t o ,.~utral .:•roperti es and 
i ntties ·;s. i: al :~o s~ated that 1 ~ was my desire to achieve 
peace e.1C! extend the hand of fri endship to Chinese troops 
who had s t opped fight ing but that it was my duty to punish 
Chinese t~ovp~ who continued opposition. 

Af ter you got back to J apan in February were you ever asked 
to make a r eport about the behavior of your troops at Nan­
king ei t her by the Chief of Start or the War Minister or 
anyone else? 

! wa5 pl aced i n the reserves 1mrrediately upon arrival in 
Tol<.10 ~- " I de ::10t know tor certain but there must have 
be~n 1 ~:·,re~ tigations and reports. 

Were you asked to make a report or questioned about this 
r umnr concerning the behavior of troops at Nanking? 

N~· . I wa~ not asked to make a report. I f there had been 
. : ./ ~uc :1 j.ncident s I would naturally have made a r eport 
\.':• .11)· c/Hri res ponsibility. If you are looking tor any re­
ports t hey would be in the Demobilization Bureau. 

Do y~u have any napers or correspondence or a diary which 
... n:.::. ".! .{t es your activities at Nanking end Shanghai in 1936 
*)":_"" i": . . 

T~ .. ~ m.ly not es in my diary concern a cotirt martial or an 
· :' f.' · ~ · -:i nc. r erhaps three soldiers in connect ion w1 th the 
... _..,:;., c.. ,:· *.n1:1ese in Nanking. 

Q 111:--. ·: " ; :: the dat e and what was the verdict of the court? 

• 
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A I t hi nk t:.e ·. f rj c~r was executed and the ~oldie rs impri­
s oned . Thi.; 1 .- :. ~ ..is s r esult of my adv'>cating severe 
punishment f rJ .. . ,j.'f'ende r s. I rc~eived t.his inforl7\at1on when 
I wa~ ~n Shu .. ~J~a1 onj P\Jt ~ t fr: my ~ .• ·~ !.·y t here. 

Q I suppo~e ?OU ~ ~r give ,,., :1 r.opy of t i.at ? Procu re it for 
us? 

A Al.L .. r '·'~ ·· :.~ : W!-;1·~ li~n·M:id includ ing -ci'! i s diary but I have 
a r'...,"' . ....... . . ·:· :.,. ,., roc:11cry s ince whi ch I t hink will be 
usqf ul ir · ·" ··~ ·~o :-rial.. J'y house was des t r oyed in one 
::>f ~br:i · .• ··! "'':· ... · · -: ! .. _ 

Q 1.Yhen W-->. · ~ : :::.. ;:: 

A Augu st 2l). 

,,, 
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