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INTJ::BROGATION or HOSHINO - i.:j.,CL;RPI'S 

28 January 1946, page 12 

Q. Whet was the question about the extraterritorial rights 
that you referred to beok a little while ego? 

A. This extraterritorial right was enjoyed by a lmost ell 
nations et one time , includine the Japanese. Following 
the influx of Japanese colonists into Manchukuo it was 
realized that the freedom of taxation enjoyed by them 
would creote inequality and en unfair state of affairs 
for the Chinese. And it was deemed neoessary that this 
extraterritoriality should be abolished to equalize the 
situation . In the railway zone both Chinese end Japanese 
were not subject to texa~ion end this also was a situa­
tion that had to be remedied. 

~. You conducted the negotiations vdth the head of the Army, 
General UEDA, yourself, did you? 

A. I was one of those who conferred with General UEDA . 

<l. • .And who were the others? 
A. Mr . OF...ASHI, Vice Foreign Minister , was another who con­

ferred with General UEDA. 

rl · And you and the Vice Foreign Minister , Mr . OHASHI, sug­
gested e plan for working this out, did you? If so, 
what was the plan? · 

A. This was not exactly a plan, but e r ecommendation to be 
forwarded to the Japanese Government that steps be toktlll 
for the abolition of extraterritoriality in the railwf11 
zone. 

~· Whet action did they take on that recommendation? That 
is the Japanese Government. 

A. Late in 1936 or early in 1937 ea a result of the Jepen­
Menchukuo Treaty, the desired result was obtained. 

Page 13 

~· Was it necessary to take up with the heed of the Kwentung 
Army all bond issues which were issued by Menchukuo? I 
am limiting it to this period of 1932 to 1936. 

A. It was not necessary to refer such matters to the Kwan­
tung Army, but support was usually requested from this 
source . 

Gt· Viera there any oases that you remember over the period 
of 1932 to 1934 in which the Army, or the heed of the 
Kwentung Army refused to give support? 

A. No . 

In 1935 bonds to the value of 140,000,000 yen were is­
sued for the purchase of the North i:enohurie Railway 
from the Sovi&t Government, et which t ime I came to 
Japan several times in connection with the flotation of 
these bonds . 

~ . And did you get the approval of the Kwentung Army in that 
oese, too? 

A. It was not necessary for me to obtain tho &pprovel of the 
Kwentung Mmy . !<ether than approval , it was the morel 
support es stated previously. 
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"I. • 

A. 

Q,. 

A. 

Did the Bur6au t akb any action towards interesting people 
in making investments in ~anchukuo duri ng t his purf od 
1932 to 1936? I mean did they take any action towards 
interesting people in developing industry in M£nchukuo? 
Great efforts were made to sell sher~s of newly established 
companies omongst the population in Menchukuo . 

Was it your department so for as the Manohukuo government 
was concerned thut had oherg~ of thet during the period 
1932 to 1936? 
This department was mEinly concerned in a sort of se l es 
oampaien to have those sharbs held by as many people as 
possible . 

31 J anuury 1946 , poge 17 

~. [From Pros . ~x. No. 453-A, page 12. Vlhat was the r eason 
that the ICwantun~ Army made any objection to thu Z61batsu 
makins i nvestmsnts in Manchukuo? 

J. . The a rmy in g<3nerol did not oppose th(:: Zaibatsu but there 
existed such an etmosphere runong the Kwentung officers. 
Th& Kwentung officers bulieved that since tha Zaibatsu 
monopolized industry in Japan auch should not h~'pen to 
the.. industries in h;enchukuo . 'J:he;rofor(; , tht. opposition on 
the purt of the army;/ 

c~. How did you feel about it, Mr . Hoshino? 
A. Since I did not bbli eve that the Zcibetsu monopolized in­

dustry in Jap~n I felt tha t anyone could go into Monchu­
kuo end make investments in industry. 

PegEl 19 
Q. Did the Chinose incident come as a surprise to you? 
A. It wos e surprise to me . 

4 Febru&ry 1946, page 3 
, . Vias Ot.n<;ral HONJO in Manchuria wht:n you went ther e? 

A. Yes . 

" · State whet conv·~r r.otion3 you had with him about the 1Jen­
churian incident in ;:; .. pt;umber 193!? 

A. I hevo never t t.lkCJci d t.t l;cnor ol HONJO concerning the 
Manchurion incidbllt. 

Q.. Did you evt:.r t e lk wHh GuncrAl ITJ.GJJa:? 
J. . I have n~vcr tolY.c.d with Cknor,fl ITAGAKI concerning the 

Mv~urian in:~~ Au 
~u&ry~~a6J1a~v ,, , ~ ~ 

Q.. Did you becom& 6 lll\.IDbur of the. Impt>i'isl Rule J.ssistonce 
J.ssoci&tion? 

J. . \'/&ll not in eny pcrtioul~r s~nse but os a mc,mber of the 
Cabinet. I was en advisor of th~ society. All the Cobi­
net Ministers w~rc. 

Q. You w&rc. on offic&r of th&t assooiotion? 
A. No . 
Q. Were you on the Board of Directors or cny purmanent oom­

mi ttee? 
J.. Yes , I was a mumb&r of the collll!1ittee. I wee ooll od upon 

to become a member or a couunitt~~ to study h6olth matters 
oft&r my r~signetion . It wes for thv study of tub~rcu­
losis. 
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7 February 19~6, pa~e 18 (continued) 

~. So that is all you did with that associotion? 
A. Yes, that is all. 

Page 19 

:.r.-·· Q.. In the spring of 1940, did MlmJUOKA go to Germany end 
Italy? 

A. Yee. 

( . And whet was the r esult of his trjp to Ger::.nny? 
A. I hetl .r ttei~ned wht.n n.1.TSUOKA ca.~e back so l di.dn ' t hear -

I dotl ' t tn~w the d• tai!s or the s ecret deLails. But the 
most .i • ..'.1:').· ~;ar..t rt.oult of the t::-1::;> as e whole was the 
Russe.· J s,;,ar.ase Trc.aty of Uon- Ag(7esaion. 

Q,. And that was signed abot:.t t he middle of April? 
A. Yes. 

~· And was it considered at the Cabin&t meeting at which you 
were -:i-:·ect"n t ? 

A. No, I' •15ll.n1 t attend such a Ca't>i r.c. t mu..,ting . I had already 
resign<JJ in Ap=-11 end since I v· ::: t r av&ling during March 
I did not attend any of thEJ Cooinct meetings. \ 

26 February 1946, page 5 
'-• Now, Mr . Hoshino, you stated that you were preo1dent of 

the Plonning Board until April 1941. What did you do 
eft&r t h&t? 

A. For hc.l f o year t hereafter I was doing no Apcoii l j ob. 
I was visiting vorious perts of the country. 

~· And whot w~re the visits? Of a business or of a pl oasu.. 
noturc? 

A. It was mogt.ly private trips, except et one time I did 
make o spEJbCh i:l re:t;orc to certain Chuchiku savings . I 
had been in 1:.~nr m.::·::. a f or a nua.':>cr of years end there­
fore I made this 1r1p to se~ the condition of the coun-
try. 

~· What was the r~~$~n 1 ~r th~ collapse of the Third Konoye 
Cabint1t , Mr . fa·3h1 .. c'J 

A. I did not know o .:. 1,.111 t t. ~1a th~ r&oson for l had been out 
on many trips e1~CL b~t~~cn Au~~st ond Ootober, howevvr, 
aft~rw~rd I did h~t ~ th~t tho K~~oye Cabinet oollapsed 
booouse thoro wos intvrn~l fr iction. 

page 6 

~. How did you happ&n to become Secretary of the Cabinet , 
lJr. Hoshino? 

A. Thora wes no spcciol r euson o~cept that I hod been r e-
quasted to buoomb the Cabinet Secretary on th~ 17th by 
Tojo. At thot time I had alr~ady purohlised e tiokot in 
antioipation of coinG to Kor&o. 

Q. You and General TOJO "Hare old f'ri ~:mds , wor 6 y1> u not, 
M1· . Hoshino? 

A. I would not say exeotly old friunds , howc,v,1r , Tojo wes 
in Manohurio for ebout two yLors ot thu time I was end 
that is how I camo to knO\t him and r.l so whon Tojo was 
the Minister of War end I wos on th~ Cabinet Plannill8 
Board . 
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26 February 1946, p~ge 6 (continued) 

~· Ylho appointed you es prbsidont of the Cabinet Pl~nning 
Board Ol'1£,1nolly? 

A. Prince Konoye , 

page 7 

~· Did you, as Seor~tery , attend a ll of th& meetings ot the 
CebiniJ"; . 1ir , P.o:ll:ino? 

A. I di~ i:c·t at. t~::~c un i.. Cobinot mambur , however, I did sit 
in oo t.he mt:.etlnf~s. Thur& t,.; lso wer1:1 two othbr ptireons 
thot sat in on this co~ference. The l ogislativr, and the 
intblligenoe memburo se~ in on these conferences . 

~. As Secretary of tho C&binet Board, did you have a vote 
on any of tho quE>stions pres~nted thero? 

A. No, no rights for d vote. 

7 Februbry 1946, page 16 

~· Did you keep notes of the Cubinot m~~tings during TOJO's 
ret:imti? 

A. No. 

~· Did anybody else in the Cabinet kv .... p any notes, or minutes, 
or memoracdwn? · 

A. No, th& president or the Information Buro&u gevo whetev&r 
information thE>re was to the newsp&p&rs . 

26 Fobruary 1946, pege 8 

~. 

A. 

"Co• 

A. 

/1rom Pros. Ex. No . 2225 , page'15. I em edvis&d, l.r . 
Roshino , thct you worb the closest man in the Cebin<..t to 
G~norol TOJO. How about that? 
As the Chiuf Secretcry , I wes the clos~st to TOJO, how­
ever, I cen not soy thut I wos the closest advisor . 

I wn advis~d thut you ~lso werE> o strong supporter or 
TOJO's wor policy~ Is ~ti..t no~ corrE:>ct? 
I haVb not buun J~k~l u~ ony advice by TPJO previous to 
the war, nor hcv<.. i l l "' •1 cny. I h&ve just carried out 
instructions es 1:1 a~l, ·· .... ~,r -=:r. 

7 February , 1946, pugo Gb 

A. 

"· Q.. 
A. 

Did thti Primo Ministl.r s ry anything? [J.t Imp~rial Con­
f erence of l Ducvm~ r 19~J7 
Hb explained the 3ituotion as it wos . 
Whet did ta, explain? A, I don ' t r umtomber exac tly what was id 
Whttt was it in substt. n~e? 8 0 f 
houghly th~t if thu n&goti~tions did not succeed during 
th~ b~~inn1ng of LJ&c cmbcr, th&r& would be war. 

ll February 1946 , PU£& 14 

~. W&re you prcssnt at this Imperi al Con!crence? 
A. Y~s, I wos but not os a m~mber . 
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7 Februory 1946, poco 28 

"-· 
A. 

Did you make any subgcstions? [J'.t Privy Council meeting 
of 8 Dcol.mbu!' JSl+V 
I wos not pormit~od to expr6ss enything. 

11 February 1946, pago 13 

Q.. Vias the Chi t1f of the Infor!Jletion Boa rd pr6sent a t the 
m6eti!":g r:f ·;h.,, ?': ivy Gvuncil? 

A. I be!. :!.c, v<_, lls wns n:·l ..;,rnt though I cunnot say dofini t ely 
th!lt n e ""'f:, , M . t hl- Cl~J. <,f of 'vho Ctl binet Information 
Bouzd c..a:J :n~r:;~ l.t" :.:.s W(~2.~. c.ro r.o t mofllb 'Jl'S Wb would not 
hove t ~ e t,t.silf. t.:ib rn.c t. ines except those; thc.t pert1Jined 
to ou:r d1: t.i '3~ s o i;l,· .t :_, ~;za :i.'bly he may ht.VE> a tt6nded this. 
If tJ.:.,y wt:ra d l sci 1. :s ;;.·, ~s it would be compulsory, more 
or l e. :Js , !:c nt i:.\.r.1 l tL<. Se ma9ting3, but d S thbS~ pt.opl e 
arb me~e ~Y i :1 1. ~ .• 1 ... of : ut.y only e11d not us o mcmbe.r I 
would not be ebl u to s ay definitely tht..t th&] wt.re . 
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