-

=

Q¥

Army Form A 8688

MILITARY COURTS FOR THE TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS
6513&/JA§

D.J.A.G’s Case No.

““Name of Accused

(including Rank, if any)

Arm or Former Arm of

the Service Age

Date and Place of Trial

Cpl. KODERA Keizo

-

Imperial Japanese
Army

30 October & 1 Noveaber 1946
SINGAPORE

Convened by

' Commander Singapore District

CHARGE

CHARGES

COMMITTING A WAR CRIME in that he at APERON in Burma and at

NIKE and SONGKRAI in Siam, between the 1st day of Septexber
194 and the 9th day of August 1945, when engaged in the
custody and supervision of Prisoners-of-war employed in the
maintenance of the Burma-Siam Railway, in violation of the

laws and usages of war did illtreat British and Dutch Prisoners
of war employed as af'oresaid, causing their physical suffering.

President and Members of the Court (except Legal Member)

Judge Advocate/Legal Member

Lt—001. C. 1‘1. BJ.\IJL

Major E.N. HEBDEN
Cﬁl}to R.}{‘ DU}ISE‘O}m

Dept. of J.A,G. in India
Barrister-at-Law

R. A,

ABRO

N/A

Pleaded

Finding

Not Guilty

Not Guilty

Sentence and

Minute of Confirmation

When and where Promulgated :—

Date of Receipt

To whom sent Date sent
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ACCUSED Cpl KODERA Kedzo
}IDM.
attasned oo lorhhopl, R E.

DATE AND PLACE
OF SRIAL. 30th October and 1 November 46. 8ingapore.

COURT CONVENED BY Offg G.0.C. Singapore Distriet.

PRES IDENT Lt-Col. C.F, BALL, Dept of the JAG im India.
' Barrister-at-law.

lljor. E.N. HEBDEN, R.A.
Capt. B.H, D y A.B.R.O.

Committing a War Crime, in that he, at APERON
in Burma and at NIKE and SONGKRAI in Siam,
Oth day of August 1945, when eag ”“,.. i o

day o . enga
custody and supervision of Prisoners-of-

1oyod in the maintenance of the llrln-lial
n 1n violation of the laws and usages

d illtreat British ard Dutch P!il.lnrl

or War employed as aforesaid, causing their
physical guffering.

Not Guilty

Not Guilty

DISPOSAL OF
PROCEEDINGS. To AB 3 HQ ALFSEA

JAG of the Forces

DJAG ALFSEA
Case No. 65134 JAG.




In the case of

KODERA Keizo =~ Corporal

The evidence shows that the Accused was a Guard at APERON (also known as.
APALON) Oamp Burma from Septomber 1944 until July 1945 when he went to SONG=
KRAT Camp in 8iam, 5 #h It

He acquired the nickname of "Four Byes" and is frequently so referred :

to i the documentary evidenco, : A
He is stated to have coneistontly illtroated Prisonera-of-war especially

thosc who were sick, JeJe GRANT in his Affidavit states that the Accused

at APALON forced serjously 111 priconers to parade and sent some of thom to _

works This was a froquent ocourrenco, The samo deponont says that tho Acoused

fraquently beat priscners on paradc, and used to walk around the sick quarters

lat: in tho ovening. He alwaye carricd a etick, and if ho found any prisoncr

off his bod, he would beat him and forece him to g0 to work in the morning.

Corroborative vvidence 1is contained in tho Affidavit of D, TAYLOR.

In April 1945, a P,0.4, named cignaliman WEBB wae sont from APERON to
HIKHE Japancse Hospital for an abdominal operation. The Accused aocompaniod
hin as guard, The Accused ig statid to have illtroated Signalman WEBB and
to bave beaten him suvercly about thruoo days after the oporation., After a
woeek in hospital WEB3 was sent back to APERON, and wae bdaton by tho Accusud
bdoones ho was unablo to climb inte ths railway trucle unaided,

BEvidonce of thase facts is contained' in tho Affidavits of Bgt. 1.J.
HAY.D and Pte. Ohostor OLACK.

Sgte Hi PAYNZ in his Affidavit statos that somctimo in Docombor 1744
8% APZRON, tho Accuscd was concorncd in tho boating, kicking and othor 1ll=-
troatment of five Dutch Pa.W.

Tho Accuszd wes tranasferred to CONG-KRAIL in July 1945,

Gnr. A.E. JOENSON in hie Affidivit statcs that on 8 August 1945, ho
‘Was ono of a party of soventoen pri‘oners nmade to carry troos for about half
& mile down the railway linos Tho acn wore stripped to the waist and without
aho:s.  The hoavy tr-oes chafod their chouldors and backs so badly that at the
conclusion of the journoy thay wers blosding, and their foot wore also bleoding
from cuts incurred through walking on slarp stonos. Tho men wore oexhausted,
but on instructions raceived from an unidentificd Japancse Sergeant, tho
Accused lined the prisonorg up and buat thom with his fiste, hitting thonm
in ths faco, knockin- them down and kicking thom as thoy lay thoro.

Tho evidence tondered by the Prosccution will conaist ofs

ATfidavit of J.J. GRANT
n " D.. TAYLOR
. " 0. OLACK
L IR MAYNR
n " H. PAYNZ
" A3 JOHNSON
Statencnt by tho Accusad,
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FAST AIR MAIL BM/JAG/ 65000

HQ Allied Land Forces,
South East Asia Command.
15 November 46,

JAG of the Forces
6, Cockspur Streef, {57? e Jo2
Spring Gardens,

LONDON S.W.1, G Wl
i1 k&

Thn Res 37y
I forward herewith details of the trial by
Military Court of Cpl. KODERO KEIZO. of the Imperial
Japanese Army, att Base Wksps R.E.M.E.

e Colonel,
O0ffg DJAG, HQ A Land Forgos,
EA.

Len wee W‘Tw




of the Daperiel Arny
anese
.tt.wn.:. 'Orghopl s R.E, io E.

30th October and 1 November 46. Singapore.

Ooffg G.0.C. Simgapore District.

Lt-Col. C.F. BALL, Dept of the JAG in India.
Barrister-at-law.

'.Joro E.N. HEBDEN oA,
Capt. K.H. DUNSFORD, A.B.R.O.

Committing a War Crime, in that he, at APERON
in Burma and at NIKE and SONGKRAI in Siam,
between the lst day of September 1944 and the
9th day of August 1945, engaged in the
custody and supervision of Prisoners-of-war
n-.ﬁ.oyod in the maintenance of the Burma-Siam

way, in violation of the laws and usages

d14 111treat British and Duteh Priscmers

of War employed as aforesald, causing their
physical suffering.

Not Guilty

Not Guilty

To AG@ 3 HQ ALFSEA
JAG of the Forces

DJAG ALFSEA
Case No. 65134 JAG.




In the case of

2

KODERA Keizo = Qorporal

The evidence shows that the Accused was a Guard at APERON (also known as

APALON) Camp Burma from September 1944 until July 1945 when he went to SONG=
KRAT Camp in 8iam, i '

He acquired the nickname of "Four gyes" and is frequently so referred
to in the documentary evidence. : ' :

8 is stated to have consistontly illtreated Prisoners-of-war espscially
thosc who were gick, J«Jo GRANT in hie Affidavit states that tho Accused
at APALON forced seriously 11l prisoners to parade and sent some of them to
works This was a froquent ocourrenco., The same deponent says that tnho Acoused
froquontly beat prisonecrs on parads, and used to walk around the sick quarters
lato in tho evening. He alwaye carricd a ptick, and if ho found any prisoner
off nis bad, he would beat him and force him to go to work in the morning.

Oorroborative cvidence is contained in tho. Affidavit of D. TAYLOR.

In April 1945, a P.O.4, namod Siznalman WEBB wae sont from APERON to'
HI¥hi Japunese Hoapital for an abdominal oporation. Tho Accused aoccompaniod
hii as guard, The Accusod is statd to have illtreated Signalman WEBE and
to have beaten him ssverely about throo days after the oporation. After a
wook in hospital WEB3 was sont back to APZRON, and wae boaton by tho Accusod
bédcauso ho was unablo to climb into the railway truck unaided.

Evidonce of those facts is contained in tho Affidavits of 8gt. E.J.
MAY.'Z and Pte. Choeter CLACK. '

Sgte H, PAYNC in his Affidavit stetos that sometimo in Docombor 1944
4t APZRON, tho Accus:i was concorncd in tho beating, kicking and othor ill=-
troatuont of five Dutch Ps.W. . >

The Aceused was transforred to SONG-KRAI in July 1945,

Gnrs A.E. JOENSON in his Affidavit statcs that on 8 Auguet 1945, ho
‘wos ono of a party of esoventoon pri. onors made to carry trecs for abcocut half
a mile down the railway lines Tho men woro stripped to the waist and without
shocs,  The hoavy troes chafod thoir shouldors and backs so badly that ot the
conclusion of the journoy thsy wero blcoding, and thoir foeot wore also bleoding
from cuts inourred through walking on sharp stones. The men wore oxhansted,
but on instructions raceived from an unidentificd Japancse Sergeant, the
accuscd lined the prisonors up and boat them with his fists, hitting thom
in tLhs faco, knocking them down and kicking thom as thoy lay thero.

The evidonce tondered by the Proscoution will consist of'

Alfidavit of J.J. GRAUT
" D, TAYLOR
" 0. OLACK
" EJ.J. MAYWT
" H. PAYNZ
. ' A2, JOHNSON
Statemont by tho Accusad,






