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INTERWATINVAL MITITARY TRIBINAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATIS> OF AMgZ:IC., ot el. ;
\
[
= AGAIBT - ) AZRIDAYIR
)
ARAKT, SADAO, ot al. )
I, General U3LXI, Knzushige, do swear on my conscience that the .

following is true:

In 1924 I was a lisutencent general in the Imperial Japanese AImy
and hold the Portfolio of Minister of war, In accord with the government
policy of reducing armanents and retrenching expenditures, I ordercd and
succeeded in reducing the sizo of tho Japanese Army. I became War Minister
again in thoe HAMAGUCHI Ccbinet. Thile occupying this position in
January or Fobruary 1931, ccrtain officers of the Military Police roported
to me thot Dr. OKAWA Shumei, a well-known ultra-nationalist leader, was
planning sone kind of a dewonstration arcund the Diet Building when the
Diet would be in sossion. I did rot tekc this too scriously at the timo.
However, latcer on in March 1931, I rcccived a letter from tho aforcsaid
Dr. OKAWA Shumei in which he suggcstocd that I become heoad of his movament
to establish the Showa Rostoration.

I continucd to rcceive ropoits from various officers in the Gencral
Staff about thc aforesaid Dr. OKAWA Shunici. As thoy scomed to be more
serious than I at first bolioved, I conforred with the Chief of tho Military
Aaffairs Burcou Gegnoral KOISO Kunicki and tho Viec Ministor of War General
SUGIYAM., Hojimoc. They informed me that there was a plot by which the
aforosaid Dr. OKLV/A Shumci cnd othors were to scizo the roins of the
government, and that I was scheduled to beocome tho hoad of this roevolutionary
government., The cforcesaid Gonercl X0ISO ¢nd the aforeseid Gonoral SUGIYAMA °
told me ot this time that the aforoscid Dr. OILM., Shumoi dosired the aid of
the Lrmy in the oxccution of this plot. I irmediately ordercd both of
tho eforcsaid Generals KOISO and SUGIYMQL, to stop all plans for the carrying
out of this rcvolutionary coup by the usc of the ,oymy ct once and to so
advisc thc conepirators. This plot was laoter known as the March Incidont.

I resigned with the H.M.GUCHI Cabinct on .pril 13, 1931 and voluntarily
retired from tho Lrmy.

In 1937 oftor the fall of the HIROT.. Cabinct I was ordercd by tho
Emperor to fom & ecbinct cnd attemptcd to do so. Undcr the laws thon
cxisting it vos neccssary that the Idnistcr of Vor be ¢ genorzl or a
lioutenant geoneral in active sorvicc. Nominations for this portfolio were
madc by thc Inspeetor Goneral of Military Education, The Chicf of thoe Army
Genercl Staff, and the retiring War Hirister. The rotiring War Minister
wes General TiRWUCHI, Hisaichi., The Vico Chicf of thc .rmy Gonoral Staff
wed General WISHIO, Juge, who acted for the ailing Princce KWNIN. The
Inspector General of lMilitery Bducation was Gauoral SUGIY.IL., Hajime. Tho
opposition of tho military was such because of my prior cctivities as War
Minister in reducing the sizc of the Japanesc .rigy and becouse I refuscd
to coopcrato with the militaristic clique in the Lrmy General Staff in
carrying out thc March I-cidcnt. . lthough the Lirmy triumviratc submitted
to mc the names of threc persons of sufficicnt rank to fill tho post of
Ministor of War, all thrco of thcse persons rcfuscd tho appointmont, and
it thus bgeanc ncecsscry for me to advisc the Emperor that I was unable to
forn a ecbinct cs commondced.

/s/ XK. UGLKI

UG XTI, Kazushige

Sworm tnd subscribed to beforc tho
unicraigned officor by thc cbove-
nomed UGKI, Kozushigo, at the Var
IMnistry Buildirg, Tokyo, Japun,
this 15th doy of Junc, 1946.

/s/ Hoxrryman Dorscy
Ceptein, J.GD
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I, Jorry M. Sumiyochi __FEREFRY CERTIFY That
I am fully conversant with the Japancge and Evglish lenguages,
apd that I, this day, rcad tho forogeing Atfidavit to the
above-nomed UG.KI, Kazushige in Joparedo, and in so cdoing,
truly and corrcctly trauslated tho convonts theroof from
English into Jopanceso; and that snid USKI, Kazushige stated
to mo thot tho contonts of said uffidavit wero tho truth, cnd
that he wcs willing to sign said ,ffidavit under oath; oand
thot said UGKI, Kazushigo wos duly sworn in my presonco and
signod soid Affidovit w.dor oath in my prosonec; and that all
prococdings incidentcl to the aduinistretion of said oath cnd
tho signing of snid .ffidavit wero truly cnd corroctly trans-
lated from Jopenesc into English cnd Eaglish into Jopancso
ond fully undorstood nnd couprchanded by scid affiant,

Datod this 15th dcy of Juno, 1946, at Tokyo, Jopane

/s/ Pfo. Jorry M. Sumiyoshi
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Pis xcellency UGAKI, Kazushige

('ote: Red pencilled note on same side says:
WTroof regarding March Incident Left (Ving)."

Jeverse: (From) CZA'A, Shumel
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ryraes renart, by
the 13th, Fremier FAILCUCIT is iriondg 10 ™ lov ki
tion. Trouvgh this g nct evidenn, you thel wnid 1277 poth arpen
cannot be guarautesd. And if iw wers s ka a'atuvroence vnich
would arise in ths political woikd vould be exccsdivgly grect,
and fearful muddy waves may awarlow Your Excellensy.

S ¢ .4 rra=
* el l.a

xr

llow all hopes of the natiom ave cencentrated on X
and those who reall: feel anviely over the nawon ear..euslly desire
Your Excellency to accomp.ish the grzat work of ine SHCVA Re=
novaticn,

At the same time, the mexbers of political parties too
suprort Your Zxcellency, and intena %o maintain their cld in-
fluenco, s t“2 poiitical situation is so acute, that con-
spiracy would undoubtedlv be Very vigorous.

During our unconscicucress, the progress of the nation has
rapidly changad, viir &n Acresne in the many difficulties,
and the nation's poli%ticsl path ha< now been fcilowed to the
very brink, Sigms of cisorder are already pressilc upon us.
vears of national vainglory fade in a rnoment, reckless and

inactive irdustrr is fast falling into decay, undeserved rewards
are suddenly on the decrease and useless planning collepses of its
otn weipht, as a sick man vhose pains increase, but whe has no
place vhere he night appeal in his pain., The ready-mede parties
“gve entirely lost contidence under Feaven. Tvery mouih cpong
the peoplz has cursec parliamentary politics, Vital now is the
need for a greci ran of abilitly to overcome disorder, and
vindicate richtecusnesa., 'ho else but you can we seeit as one
who can solemnly shovider the burden of the Imperial soill The
vhole nation is irresciute., Vot that many are vithout wisdom
and tact, but rone of tkem has any courage to carry out his

ovn belief according to righteousness.
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Belief is alrays & pover, and it is the greatest nover
today. The vhole world hae inee seif-confidencoe, I yeoo s*and
up vith a belict ithot nevar nesitatos, f1lled vith palriotic
lamentaticn, and warsu voursell vioh deficated hicod, rergetting
immediate tvivial matters, thinking cf great thinge orly, aad
bravoly strni nnd copmlif yoursoil o the ireat ctuse of your
Mmperor and rFath<rlund, men cf the same mind would racpond to
you vhercever tacy ure, and a great thing vould certainly be
accomplich=d, Tne %lne is juet shead for a gra.d wission to
descend on you. Fleasc cheri:zh geli-reznoct, make up your mind
to be the head of a group vhich will acconplish a great vork,
ané don't bo held by such coumen perple as men of the poiitical
parties to hescme their leadar, Gy, our exades havo boen
avaiting the aprwroach of trhis day for thiriecen years., DNow,
vhen I sec that the life of the whole Envire is pencding on your
decision, I fcel awe-inspired. Frey Your Txcellency, do not
let us fall into the avyse of despair, Furbther, under yocur
leadorship ve comrades 11ill! devova all tne besl part of our-
selves ard cach bearing his share of the great righteousness
of our country couaplotaly chaige over the Tmnire, Let the
Imperial digrnity be uplifted withia and without the country
and let the time come soon, cven one minute quicker.

(Sign.) OKATUA, Shumei

To General UCAKI, Kazushige

Varch 6, 1921






