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YAMt\JI AKIRA 

Having first duly sworn an oath ~s on ·the attachod sheet, 
in accordance with the proc~dura prevailing in my country, I 
hereby depose as follows: 

1. t entered the Foreign Ministry in 1922, and serve~ 
as Minister to Bulgaria from 1941 to 1945, r etiring from. the 
Foreign Ministry in l.tqrch 1946. In '\pr11 1934 I w11s assigned 
as a junior secretary, to the 2d Section of the Bureau of 
Europe3n-\moric'ln \!'fairs, and in Sept~mber 1936 was·11ppo1nted 
Chief of th~ 2d Section, ~hich was in chsrgo of d1plomat1o r~­
lations with Brit111n, France, Germany, Italy and other European 
countrie~, remaining in th11t off1ca until \pril 1938. During 
tho par1od from ~pril 1934 to October 1937 the Director of the 
EUl'opoan-Americ11n (l11ter reorr,anized as the European-As1at1o)" 
~ureau was TOr,O Shi3enori. 

2. !\t .'lbout the beginning of Fabruary 1936, the J11pcineae 
Foreign Ministry reooived a somi-official report, 11ddressed to 
tho Vice-Minister. from Councillor Inoue, the Charge d' .\ffalree 
of th~ Embassy at Barlin, t o the effect th~t tho military 
a tt11cha of the Embassy at Berlin was inform11lly carryinB on . 
politieal negotiations with the Gsrman Government. Soon atter~ 
ward in .\pril of the s-ame year Mr. Arita Hachlro waa ap- • 
poin~ad ~oraign Ministor. ~hor~ly aftor tb9t Foreign Mtnlate~ 
irtt~ told Ambassador Mushgkoji, who w11s then home on fUl'lo'Qgb 
and w11s le11ving Tokyo to go b~ck to his post in Berlin, that 
it wgs considered prope~ in the light of tho circumstencae, 
to conclude s nlne political agraentent be tween Japan a~d Ge!'many. 
and thgt he wished tha \mbassador to keep that in mind_ and 
mako necessary investigations in Berlin. ~nd in May of the 
eamo ye'lr, wb,,n \mbass'ldor Mushakoji was presumed to have al'• 
rived at-his iost in Berlin, tho Foraign Minister cabled instr 
tions of the s .tme import, r '3quest ing tha Ambassador to sound 
out the German intention in this connoction. In July, a tele­
gram from Ambassador MushakO'ji r eported thgt a plan or· t.lgreemc 
had beon submitted by von Ribbentrop, containing stipulations. 
for an anti-Comintern P~ct · and mogeuras of cooperation against 
tho Sovi3t Union in this connoction. 

3. .'\t that timd, I r aci:t ll that Dir3ctor Tag15 told mo 
that he W9S cgalnst making any 1nt3rnat1onal 'igreemant on tho 
basis of ideologies , bocquso that would only r esult in the 
ropit1t1on of th~ fgiluro of tho Holy ~llianco and that ' thoro­
foro h a was ~gainst a Japanoso- Gorman anti-Comintern Pact. 
The C~bine t membars concernod , howev~r , supported the conclualon~~~~ 
of tho anti-Comintern P~ct, ~nd 9 mero bureau director such 41 
Mr. Togo could do nothing but to carry out the ir policios. 
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But ho paid scrupulous attention s o th~t d9mqge t o diplomatic 
relations with the SoviJ t Union 11nd Gr '3'l t Britain might be 
nvoided , th11t the mat t~r mi ght produce the l east possib).e un­
f avor abl c reaction on the part of third Powars, and al so that 
the cooper-ation bet ween Jap 1:m and Germany to ba provided for 
i n tho Fqct mi ght not exceed the limit of Japan's true neces­
sity. .fi·or this purpose h0 in<ido 1:111 possible efforts as stated 
below. 

t~ . 1\t the joint col'.lfor ence betwee n tho Foreign and the 
~ War Ministrie s 1:1t thrit t.tn1lJ , Director Togo msintained, with 

For0i gn Minister .\rita, that it was absolute l y necessary for 
ent-3ring into the Anti-Comintern Pact with Germ11ny to conclu~e 
a political ~rr.reemont with Brita in, who had important interests 
in var\ous ar oJls of the world and especially deep concern in 
Chinese pr_oblems . He succeeded in bearinr, down th3 strong ' 
objections on the part of the milita~y and persuading them 
to acceptance of the above condition. 

Further , in negoti ~tinr, with the O~rm11n side, Director 
Togo had the Japanesa \mb~ssador qt Berlin request the fol­
lowing gmendmonts, in phraseology as well as in subst9nce, of 
the German draft oi the l\nti- Comiritern P11ct J. ~md achieved hie, 
object. Though I cannot give the original 03rm9n dr1.1ft as 
it o~nnot be f ound, amendment was mad e t o the following effect: 

A) The propacandistio words in tha original Garman draft, 
especially the Hitlorian expr ess-ions found in tha pre- . 
ambl e , wer e toned down by tho Japanese request; 

B) 'rho t dxt of tha Pact was made as businesslike as pos­
sible, by limiting the . scopa of cooperation to the 
exchange pf information concerning the destructive ac~ 
tivities of tho Communist International and exoh•:u;ige of 
opinions concerning the counter-measures to be taken 
aga inst them. 

C) The t e rm of validity was r educ ed from 10 years to 5 • 
• 

Tho efforts of Dir0otor Togo also suceeeded ·in eff~otinG 
amondmont of th3 draft of the 1nnexed Socret \graement in the 
following points: 

\) Tho too-comprohensive condition of the first articlo 
of the GJ rmqn draft--to tho effect th3t it was to bocoma 
oporativo 11 in case either of tho two participants became 
1.1n object of attack or thro11t of attack11 --wgs' amended to 
apply, ~s !n the· final pact, only in tho event of either 
of the partieipants ' becoming 11 th3 object of an unprovdkod 
att'lck or thr.J9 t of attack". 

B) M~ny exceptions ware made from th3 second ~rticlo of 
tha G3rman draft, which provided that, in cgsa either 
of tho two participants want ed. t o c onclude with the 
Soviet Union any political aar eement which wa s inconsis­
tent with tha spirit of tho \ nti-Comintorn Pgct, it must 
obtain th3 approval of tho other baforohand. Tha mgjority 
of the political a;.r eemants betwoan Japan and tho Sovie t 
Union wera mgdo 0x;aptions to tha application of the 
prasgnt _\rticlo, ~s it was doc1ded th11t suoh appr oval was 
unnecess ary in connection with th~ ~greoments conc ~rning 
the fishing right s gnd othor concessions ~nd tho Sovie t­
~gnchoukuo b ound 11ri~ s problems which were pendine between 
tho Govornrn~nts of J~pan and t he Soviet Union. The pre­
sent ~rtic le was in effect almos t mutilated, so f ar ~s 
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concerns any l imitation on Japano s v action. .. 

5. \lith res pect to J1pan's r ol at i ons with Brita in, Mr. 
~ogo had of t en to l d mo th'lt he cherished tha firm bel~ef that 
.:\nelo-J~pgnase r e l 'l t ions should be smoothed by concluding an 
agr eement wi t h Brita in, \Vhich h·'ld s arious inter es t s in China, 
t hus improving 'll so r el 'ltions with t he United St citos and main·· 
t a i ni ng the peace of t ho world. 130c.guso of this beliot:, ha t c 
me , ha mai n t 'li ned t hat the conclus i on of s n agrecmant with 
Bri t -a in shoul d be 9 oondi t.i on f or tho sxeoution of the J cipene. 
Gorm~n \nti-Comintern P'lct. Conditions at the time of sign~­
tur~ of th~ \ nti-Comlntern Pact wer a unfavorable to obtciining · 
British 11gream0nt, qnd negotiations m.11d'e no progress. But Mr. 
Tor,5 did not give up hope . He made up his mind t o r esume the 
n~goti ci tions with Britllin in the sprinB of 1937, persuaded the 
For~ ign Ministry authorlti ~ s in char r,e of China gffairs, aa 
woll .'.ls t hJ h i ghar off ici 'lls, 11nd suoceod.:>d in inducing ihe 
milit ar y into ~groemant . 1I'ho pl 'ln of an ~nglo-Jgpanase ract, 
with r ospoct f or tho British conc3s s i ons i n Chinci as its sub­
stance , wee thus compla t~d, cind instructions were given to 
,\mb~~s~dor Yoshida at London t o open negotici tions with the 
British Govarnmant upon tho b9sis of it. .., But time was 
consumod by v~rio us r aquJ sts on tho p~rt of ·\mbass~dor Yoahid~~ 

. ~nd tho nefgoti gtions h~d hardly baan opaned whan tha China · 
\ffa ir. brok3 out. ~11 t : a offorts of Mr. T~g~ wero thus 
broui;ht t o ·nothing, to our gr aat ragr~t. . . 

0 A T H 

In accord::mco with my cons cionoe I swe~r to. tell the 
wh ol o truth, withholding nothine and 9dding nothing. 

I • 

. . 

Y9maji ~k1ra (saal) 

On t P1s 5th day of ~pril, 1947 
At Tokyo 

Deponent: Y'lmClji •\kira 

I, Nishi Haruhiko, her eby certify th~t the above 
sta t em"Jnt w11s sworn to by the' deponont, \'lho .11t'fixad his s16Zla• 
tura .f.lnd s e4l th3r~ to in tha pras~nca of t his witnass. 

On th3 s ~ma d9t a 
' \ t Tokyo 

Witnoss: Nishi H'lruhiko ( sv ~l) 
, 

Tr~n~ lation Cortificat o 

I, Nishi HClFuhiko, ~r th~ dof 3ns3 , hor oby certify th~t I 
am convars' '.lnt ·d t h thv ~nelish and Jap~neso l!\nguages, and th9t 
tho foregoi ng i s , t o tho best of m:,r Jcnov1l adc:o and belief, a 
oorroct transl 11tlon of t h :> orii~ in" l documont. 

Tokyo 
8 \ pril 1947 

Nish i H~ruhiko ( s311l) .. 
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