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hxcerpts from ARAKI, Sadao Interrogation, 1l Fcbruary 1946,

N+ "hen I vas here on the 7th of this month, I askod you
this question: (Reading) - "Then I understand that vhen
you vurc Finister of ‘/ar you attended these meetings
but vhen you were Minister of lducation later, you did
not nttend the meetings concerning foreign affairs", and
you ansvercd ns follows: (Reading) "During my tenure of
officc ns "ar ¥inister there were very few of these
mectings to the best of my recollecction, but during the
time I hcld office as Minlister of Lducntion these matters
were usunlly discussed 2t thc usual cabinct meetings held
once a veek"., Do you rcmember those answvers?

Yes. hen I vas i'inister of Dducation, I did not nttend
these mecetings. I1f o question rogarding foreign policy
came up, this would be discussed ot the usual cabinet
meetinzs.

And you werc apnointed Minister of ducation in Iay, 1938,
and held that position until -August 29, 1989, and 1
understand then thet important mntters concerning foreign
affairs vere discussed at full cabinet meetings during
thnt period?

At one time the Promicr requesied SULTSUGU, Nobumasa who

ves Home wiinister, nnd myself to confer with him on the
china question. It vns decided to hold these meetings
regularly but as my vievs and SURTSUGU's viers differed

so videly ~nd ‘e could not agrez, it vas declded after the
sceond mecting to hold no more, I do not knovw vhether
3UI'T3UGU was requested to attend this mecting as Home

i1in* ster or &s an Admiral,

That is SU.JTSUGU who is dead now, vwho was !inister for
liome Aff~irs?®

YC‘S.

I assume that the Prime ¥inister was the one who decided
vhat foreign nffairs vere important enough to discuss

in the full cabinet meetings, is that correct?

Yes, thet is correct.

Did the Foreign Minister cever bring up a question as to
foreign affairs for the full cabinet meeting to discuss?

Yes the foreign minister would also have to bring up the
question ~t full meetings.
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And did the “~r i'inistcr bring up such guestions betu.
the fvll crbinct mectinzs?

L& *.1g *»s darin: the China incident, nand the ''ar nnd
Nrvy linisters verc deeply concerned, they would ~lso
bring up such questions before the full enbinet, Ilorever,
netters of srent importnncc to the fereipgn ofrice, the

“np end Novy nad Finonee !"inistries, 'ere usunlly not

rut before the full enbinet meetings ns interfercnce by
other wialsters ''ns not relished nnd mntters vere usunlly
discussed by the respeetive ministers dircet --ith the

Prine nister.

Th~t scems to contrrdict 'hat you snid up te nov. Do I
uaderstead then thnt the full erbinet hns nothing to do
1vith decisions m~de?

Yes, tne full cabiact 'as concerned ith decisions n~de,
but, if the four principnl ministers wentioned previously,
~nd the Prime iinister dceided oa » linc of policy, this
vould be pushea tarougn the canbinet in spite of oppo:ition,

If thore vns opposition in the e~binet to n decision mrde
by these four +ould n votc be tolren on the question
supmitt.a”

No, » vote would not be nceessery. The Prime Minister
wonld recucst opinions frem the other members, tut ~nen he
had dceiced, the mensurce ''as put through, If th~t becnmme
inpossiblc, the crnbinet ‘-ould £nll, or the member oprosing
any rmensure up for discussion vould resign.






