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ji,xcerpts f r oru A.tAl' I, Sildno Intcrro~ntion , 11 Fcbrunry 1946 . 
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A. 

·:~'hc·n I 1··a s hc·re on the 7th of this month, I o sk~d you 
this quc sti on: (Hen.dine ) · " 1'hen I under stand thRt ,.lion 
you • ··:r r. 1'ini s t c r of · 1nr you ntt.ondcd these meetings 
but •·hen yon ucr c ~'1nistor of EducPtion l ., t cr, you did 
not a ttend the muctint~ S conc c. r ning f orc:>i gn nf fe irs", :1nd 
you a 11s1 ·cr c:d "..S follo• •s : (Ilendin~ ) " Dur in~ my t 1=mure of 
office ns · ~r ~ini stcr ther e v~r~ ver y f en of these 
wec. tin~s to t he bes t of my r ecollection but during the 
tirue I hLld office n. s !·;:J nlstc:r of udu';f'lt ion these m"tters 
,.,C',"C usu., lly discussed Pt t he. usunl cabin .:t meetin(; s held 
once a • •oek". Uo you r emember those ~nst"crs? 

y , s . :/hen I •:ns lfinistor of :Cducntion , I did not :- ttend 
thes e mcetin;; s . If ., quest ion r q;r rdinE,; f oreign pol l cy 
came up , t h j.s ,:ould b i· d i scussed r t tho usual cnbine t 
meetin~s . 

And you 1·•c. r c appoj nt cd Minis t e r of Educ~tion in L!~y, 1938 , 
l'.nd hold thP. t po!):J. tion until August 29 , 1939, nnd I 
under str\.1d then thf.' t import:i.nt m~' ttcrs concerning foreign 
affni rs , .. ,,r e di scussed '\ t full c~binct meetings dur ing 
th:1t peri od? 

At oao tiruc the Pr c.mit:r :requesi;e~ SU~TSUGU, NobumasP. ,.,ho 
,..rs Ho rue \:·Uni s ter, n nd my sEil1' to c onf or ~·1i th him on the 
Chin'l auostion. It ';:1s d ecided to hold the se meetings 
re gul~rly but 1.S my v') C\ ' S nnd SUETSUGU ' s vierrs diffe r nd 
so , 1idoly ::-.nd ··1c could not A. Gr ee , 1 t , •n.s decided ::\f ter the 
s econd m .... o tin~ to hold no mor e . I do not knm" T'•hether 
:::>Ui TSUGU ,.::l.S r eques t ed to ttend this meeting ns Home 
i'11n..i ster or r s "'1.n Admiral . 

Tli" t is SU.~TSUGU ,.,ho is de'ld no•· , , .ho \ 'n s "inister for 
Home Aff,,irs? 

Ye s . 

I nssume th~t t he Prime: :·~ini ster r:ns the one who decided 
\lhAt for e i Jn ~ ffnir s ~re important enough to discuss 
i n the f ull cabinet meetings, is th~t correc t ? 

Yes , t hPt is correct . 

i.;id the Foreign Minis t e r cvor bring up a question o.s to 
forei~n aff a irs for th~ full cabine t mectine to discuss? 

Yc.. s th€: for e i gn ministe r v•ould ~lso hnve to brint; up the 
que s tion ~t f u l l meetings . 
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And djd the · · ..... r ;·1n-ist_r briri .~ up <:>uch qu <..,st i o1.:> bt-1 \.. 1 

the f \i l l cr bin1 t nc1..ti:i 1s? 

, ~ -· . .: • .3 ci1n • J '1 · tl"'C Chin~ inc id<. 1t , r- l<l t he ''"I r {l 'ld 
!· vy . 1 •1l $t c r 3 • ''· r . · ch .. EJpl.~ co 1cc rm. d , t hey , ·oul d " l s o 

b r i nt' up such quc st j ons h1..for o the full er b 5 '1e> t . Po•·r, v r , 
n.Ptt( .r. s o f l~rc·' t i1J1por t"11cc to t :10 f c r e i •n office, the 
· '" r "Ud ~· vy ... 1d F L 1"'nc0 !' i ni ;tri< s , • e r e usu" l l y not 
fUt bcf orv the ful l C"b•nc. t m~c ti~is n s i1tc.rf0r c.1c c. by 
otl1 j" id .1i:::;ters "" ~ 11ot r c. l ishcd --. ld m"' t t •. rs '•ere usu" lly 
d i scus3cd by the. r t-s1'ccttvc 11:lnj s t t.rs d h ·cct · ·ith t he 
Pi"j,J ·1 1i st1::r . 

Th· t sr>m1s to contr"'d i c t • ·bnt ycu s· i d up tc '10' ' . ro I 
u 1d0rst· ld t:H'n th·1 t the. f ull c"bin· t h"s nothin~ t o do 
, 1 tL dee; si0 i.:; 1 .... dl.?9 

Yc.:s , tn"' fl 11 c~b i.11 t · "s c onccr '1'-'d '· i t h de~isio 1s n "do , 
bu t, if t.:.0 !'ot~r pr inc i p·.l mL1j st€r s t1ic.:1tio11cd pr -::viously , 
--ad the 'ri..1\~ i'ini.st, r '1uc 1dod 01 · linv of policy , this 
,·ou).Q be i:us~-:. ca t n "Ot?,;n i.;hc .::'.bi nct i 1 sr itc of oppodtion , 

If trc;.--1 "".5 oi:po s it. io11 i.1 t he c ·~b 1.net to .'.'\ dccisio·1 rn"d0. 
by these four · ~uld ~ vote be t"'~C, on t he qucstio~ 
submi tt <1-; 

i~o, "' vote , ·oul d not be nc c essr- ry . Th 0 1'r imc Jri nist-:r 
,.,011:!.d r nc

1
u c s t opi :1jons frcm the. othur member s , t u t ·· i1cn he 

h·,~i dcc-1..Lcd , tlic: r-.u"SU'T;'O • "1S :)ut tht•ouc~h . If th ..... t h C:.. C"l"C' 
i r.1:ossi.. lJl <. , the c~b~nct · ·ould i'fl ll, or t ho mcub cr opi os i •1g 
~ny ~c..,~uro u p for d1scussio~ • ould r e sign. 

I ,. 




