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INTERNATTONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF A

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION

Deponent: USHTBA, Tomohiko

Having first duly sworn an o=th ~s on attached sheet
and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country

T hereby depose as follows.

1. My present address is No. 79, IRIUDA, ODAWARA-shi.
2, In 1934, I accompanied Prince KONOE as his secretary
on his trip to the Urited States, I assisted Prince KONOE
as confidential secretary of the Prime !inister, during
the first KONOE Cabinet, from 1937 to 1939, and also during
the second and third KONOE Cabinet, from 1940 to 1941,
After the resignation of the third, KONOE Cabinet in October,
1941, I continued to assist Prince KONOE as his private
secretary.

3. Just after the third KONOE Cabinet's resignation
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in October 1941, the Prince ordered me to put the records of
the Japanese-American negotiations in writing while they

were fresh in my memory. T was very well acquainted with the
course of development of the negotiations because as*Prine
Minister's Secretary I was in cherge of the official documents

of the negotiations that were kept by the Prime Minister.

1 finished the drafting in about three weeks. The Prince in

person thoroughly revised my manuscript and wrote a short
preface for it., Thus in November, 194l,the frame-work of the
document entitled, '"the Progress of the Japanese-American
Negotiations during the Second and Third KONOE Cabinet" was
completed, The first edition of the KONOE Memoirs was the
above document with the addition of a collection of official
documents concerning the negotiations.

4, In the spring of 1942, the Prince rewrote the entire
preface of the first edition. 1In the new preface he treated
quite in detail the political situation in Japan which was
the background of the Japanese-American negotiations.

Besides the revision of the preface, he made some change in
the text, adding an extremely important account of His Majesty
talking to him regarding the appointment and dismissal of

the War Minister when the Prince went to the Imperial Palace
on the 15th of October, 1941, This part is lacking in both
the first and in the third edition. The second edition of
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supplement which had been kept in his house at OGIKUBO, SUGINAMI-
ku, Tokyo. I remember, hewever, that this copy of the first ed-
ition had no prefaese. The above survey team had this text trans=-
lated into English by its general office ari asked the Priace end
me to examine the translation in order to make certain that there
were na factusl differences between the translation and the orligi-
nal. I read through the whole translation and began correcting a
goed deal of mistakes, but hefere I finished the worik, the Prince
passed away and the Internatiensl Prosecution Section, who came
far a post-mortem inspection, seized the mznuseripts, including
all the copies of the first editien (I belicve there were two
copies), of the Konoe Memoirs, which had bsen kept at the Prince's
heuse and several copiles of the thlrd'eu;Uﬁun,

I think that the document contained in the hearings before
the Joint @smmittee of the Investigation of the Pearl Herbour At-
tack, Part 20, as Exhibit No. 173, is a translation of the KONOE
Memoirs that head gone through the above process. Since there were
many versions of the English translation of the document, repre=

senting different stages of the process of my revision of the or:

ginal translation, I cannot tell at present whether the one con-

LN

tained in the heerings is the transiation that was in tie
stage of corrextlicn,

Defense Docuient 1500-E-7 is a true copy of a part of the
second edition of the KONOE Memoirs, the original of which 15 filed
in the Inner Court Document Section of the Board of Chamberlain.
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Certified at War Ministry Building Tokyo,
on this 15 day of Auvgust, 1947.

Deponant: /S/__USHIBA, Tomohiko (seal)

I hereby certify that the above signature and seal
were affixed hereto in tl'e presence of the Witness,
the same place,

On the same date.

110, TNMT, Shigetake (seal)

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the

whole truth withholding nothing and adding nothing.

/S/ TISHIRA, Tomohiko (seal)

»
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