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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TR I BUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 

THE UNITED STATES OF ~ ' 'ERICA , e t a l 

- vs-

ARAKI, Sadao , et al 

SWORN DEPOSITION 

Deponent : USqT~A , Tomohiko 

Having first duly s~orn ~ r o~t~ ~ s on a ttached sheet 

and in accordance with t he procedure f ollowed in my country 

I hereby depose ~s follows . 

1. Ify preserit ~dc ress is No . 79 , I RIUDA, ODAWARA- shi . 

2 . In 1934, I ~ ccompanied Prince KONOE as hi s secret~ry 

on his trip to the United States . I assisted Prince Kor.roE 

as confidential secretary of the Prime Ilinister, during 

the first KOf OE CRbinet, from 1937 to 1939 , and also during 

the second and third KONOE Cnbinet , from 1940 to 1941 . 

After t~e resi~nation of the third, KO~OE Cabinet in October, 

1941, I continued to assis t Pr ince KONOE as his pr ivate 

secretary . 

3. Just after the third KO~OE C~binet ' s resignation 
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in October 1941, the Prince order ed me to put the records of 

the Japanese - American negotiat ions in writing while they 

were fresh in my memory . T ~Rs very we l l acquainted with the 

cour se of development of t he negotiations because ns'Pri~e 

Minister's Secr etary I was in ch~ rge of the official documents 

of the negotiations th3t ~e re kept by the Prime Minister . 

1 finished the drafting in about thr ee weeks. The Prince in 

person thor oughl y revised my manuscript and wrote a short 

preface for i t. Thus in November, 1941,the frame-work of the 

document entitled, "the Progress of the Jr:tpanese- American 
' 

Negotiations during the Sec~nd and Third KONOE Cabinet" was 

compl eted . The first edition of t he K0~10E Memoi rs was the 

above document with the addition of a collection of official 

documents concerning the negotiations . 

4. In the spring of 1942 , the Prince rewr ote the ent ire 

preface of the first edition. In the new pr eface he treated 

quite :1.n detail the pol itfcal situa t ion in Japan which was 

the background of the Japanese - American negotiations . 

Besides the r evision of the preface , he made some change in 

the text , adding an extrel!lely i•nrortant account of His Majesty 

talking to hi m r egarding the appointment and dismissal of 

the War Ministe r when the Prince went to the Imperial Palace 

on the 15th of October , 1941 . This part is la~king in both 

the first and in the third edition. The second edition of 
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sup~lement which had been kept in his house a t OGI KUBO, SUGI NAMI­

ku, Tokyo. I r emember, h.,wever, the t t h:!.s cc;;p of the first ed-

1 tion had no prefa~e. The above survey t eam had th:!...-; te'.:·t t::uns ­

lated into English by its general offic e ani asked the ~rluce and 

me to examine the translation in order to make certain t ha t ther~ 

were n~ factual differences between the transl at i on and the origi­

nal. I read through the whole transla tio~ and began cor~ecting a 

g~•d deal or mistakes, but ~efere I finished t he W.J~:-!c, t he Pr i nce 

passed away and the Interna ti('nal Prosecut ion Secti~n > w!~o came 

r~r a post-mortem inspection, se ized the rnan'~.1cri,t.; , i ncluding 

all the copies Of the first edition (I be:'..~- 0Ye tl~sre \'/t-)re two 

copies), of the Konoe Memoirs, which h~j b:~e:i k<: p ~ at the Prince ' s 

heuse and several copies of the t hi!·d E·d:~ ~.:.un , 

I think that the document contained :!.n t he hear:!.r.gs b°efore 

the Joint e~mmittee of the Inves t i ga tion of t he Pearl Harb~ur At­

tack, Part 20, as Exhibit No. 173 , i s a translation of t he KONOE 

Memoirs that hed gone through the above pr ocess. Si nce t here wer e 

many versions of the English translation of the document , r epre­

senting different stages of the process of my r evision of the or: 

ginal trans:\_ation, I cannot t ell at present whPt her t he one con­

ta ined in the hearings !s the t .:.·~nr.~at.~oi1 t ha t was ~li.1 t~:P last 

s t ege of corre~t~cn . 

Defense Doer.:.'!'lent 1 500-·E- 7 is a true copy of a par t of t he 

second edition of t he KONOE Memoirs, the or igina l of which i s f l l ed 

in the Inner Court Document Sec tion of the Boa rd of Cha mberla in. 
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Certified a t Wa r ~linistry Bui lding Tokyo, 

on this 15 day of August , 1947 . 

I hereby certify th~ t the above signature and seal 

were affixed hereto in t~ ~ presence of thA ~itness . 

At the same pl~r ~ , 

On the same date . 

Witness : /S/ :·o i rJ:n~ Shjgetake (seal) 

OATH 

In a ccordance with my conscience I swear to tell the 

whol e truth withholdinp nothing and Adding nothing . 

/S/ TTSHI BA, Tomohiko ( seal) 
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