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1 Entry from Marquis KID0 1 a Diary, 14 July 1940" 

14 July Sunday C!.oudy 

Went to the Imperial Villa a t 2 PM in reoponee to the Emperor'• 
request and was received in audience at 2:15. Wal' asked by the Emperor 
whether o.n order (which had been secr etly reported by the Prince, the 
Chi ef of the Gener al Staff, for heavy artiller:r mobilization for the 
~urposea of the South China campaign) had been fully cleared with the 
GoverllI!lent . I replied tr.at I would ask the Chief Aide-de-Camp to inquire 
of the War Minister r egardi ng t he liaeon on this matter, and if the liai­
son had not been sufficient, I myself would ask the Premier. 

Left the Emperor then and at once got in touch with t he Chief Aide­
de-Ca.1IJ.) on that matter. 

Learned from the Aide-de-Canp t hat he had heard as f ollowa from the 
War i·~iniater: .At the Four Ministers• Conference on the 12th (vhich t he 
Finance Minister was specially invited to at tend) the reoulte of a caref­
etudy 'Wt!re t hat since in any case any preyarationo at all would require 1 

Llonth and a half, they had agr oed to push preparations. It was decided 
at a cabinet meeting t hat a further cabinet decision wc•uld be required i : 
actual oper ations were undertalcen. After inquiring by !)hone as to Forei, 
Minister ARITA' a opinion and receiving the same sort of answer as that 
from t he War Minister, I reported. in person to the Emperor to the above 
offect at four o'clock, and the Emperor was pleased to hear 'tq reply. 

At t hat time t he Emperor said one thing and another about the cha.n& 
in t he government. He said t hat ho still to~ had faith in the Yona.1 
Cabinet, and t hat though a change of Cabinat was inevitable in view of 
domestic and foreign conditions , he wished to have his feelin&s conveyed 
to YONAI. I said t hat I would arr~e t o have the Emperor's f eelings co 
veyed to YONAI at t he proper time. 

Left the Imperial Villa at 4:20, and came home with Ct ief Secret~..ry 
MATSUDAIB.A, who 1'~,d. co~e down from Tokyo . Mr. HARADA of O:SO cnllod on 
oe, and we three t alked ~ietly for a while. Received a call from and. 
was i ntervi ewed by ?la- . WAT.AN.Al3E, a r eporter from t he KOKm·U:N. .After 6 
Emiko arrived here. After 7 Tsuruko and the others l eft for Tokyo. 
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