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THZ CONSTITUTION OF THE TPIRE OF JADAN.
Cheptor I

The Emjcror

Japgan shall be reignod over and

3 yve- s ’ .. &
waorolon 1oy ages clernal,

artiele TI- o T.. Impor’al T™iwens shall bo sucsecded to by
Imperisi maioc GossenGanis, oraing to the prorisions cf the Imperial
Houso Lai,

Article ITL. - Tho Haperor is sasrod and inviolablo.

= The Fuperer is the hoad of tho Bmpiro, combining
in Himsclf the xrighis of sovorsignsy; and ciorcises then, according
to tho provisions ef the prescat (-nstitucions,

Articlo Ve - The Daperer oxorcises the logislative pouor with
the conscny of the DIunurisal Yiot,

drticle VIL - The Enporor gives sanction to laws and orders thonm
to be promulgzated and cxocuted,

Article VII, - Tho Eaperor convolwes tho Iuperial Dict, opens,
closcs and prorogucs it, and dissolves the lousc of Roprescentatives,

drticle VIIT, - The Impcror, on conscgicnce of an urgent
ncecssity o maintain pubiic saroi or to avert public calamitics,
issucs, when the Imporicl Diot ia not sitting, Imperial Ordinances in
the placc of lau,

Such Imperial Ordinances arc to be laid bofore the Imporial
Dict at iic nczxt scssion, and hen the Diot docs not approve thce said
Ordinanccs, the Govermmont shall dcelaro them to be invalid for tho
futurc,

L3
Ordinanccs noecasary for tho currying out of the laus, or for tho
maintonance of the prblic puaee and order, and for the promotion of

the welfare of the subjocts. But no Ordinoncc shall in any vey altor
any of tho existing laus,

Avticle IXe - The Mrporor issucs or causes to be issucd, tho

Adrticlo X, = Tho B
differenec brenchss of the awninistration, cnd salarics of all civial

“ud L

and military ofriccrs, and uppo:nts and dismiscos the same. Exccptions

Buporor Geterainos the organization of the
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ospceially providcd for in the prosunt Constitution or in other lavs,
shall be in accordenee with thc respcetive provisions (bearing thoroon,

Article ¥XI, - Tho Dapcror has ti.c supromo command of the Army
and Navy.

Article III, = The Zaporor dctormines the organization and
peace standinz of the Ammy and Navye :

Article XIII. - Thc Pmporor dcelaros var, makes pcace, and
concludos trcatics.

Article XIV. - The Buperor declarcs a state of scigce

The conditions and offcets of a state of scige shall be
detcrmined by lave

Articlo XV. = The Zmporor confors titlcs of nobility, rank,
ordcrs and other ricri:ic of honours

Article XVI. = The Emperor ordors amncsty, pardon, comrmutation
of punishments and rohabilitatione

Article XVII, = A Rogency shall be institutod in conformity
vith the provisions of the Imporicl House Lai,

Tac Regent shall cxoreisc the povers appertaining to the
Enaporor in His nance

Chaptor II

Rights and Dutics of Subjocts

Article XVIII. - The conditions nccossary for being & Japancse

e

subjoct shall bc dctermined by lau,

Articlec IiIl. = Japcncoe subjeets may, according to qualifications
dotermined in lawrs or ordinences, be cppointed to civil or military
or any other public officcs cqually.

Artiels X, = Japoncsce osubjects cre amenable to sorvieco in tho
Amy or llavy, according to tho provisions of lav,

Article XXI. - Jopancso subjoets arc amcnable to the duty of
paying taxcs, according to tho provisions of lav.
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Article XXII. - Japoncsc subjeets shall have the liberty of
abode and of changing the same within the limits of lav,

Article XXIII, - No Japan subjecet shall be arrcsted,

cse
dctained, triod or punishcd, unlcss according to lai,

Article XXIV, - No Japancsc subjeet shall be deprived of his
right of becing tricd by the judges detormined by lav,

Article XXV, - Exccpt in tho cascs provided for in the lav,
the house of no Japancse subjeet shall be cntcred or scarched without
his conscnt.

Articlc XXVI, - Exccpt in the cases mentionod in the law, the
socrocy of the lettors of overy Japancse subjeet shall remain
inviolato,

Articlo I(VII, - The right of property of overy Japancso
subjoct shall remain inviolatc,

Moasuros nccossary to be taken for the public bonofit shall be
provided for by late.

Article XXVIII. - Japancsc subjeets shall, within limits not
projudicial to poace and order, and not antagonistic to their dutiocs
as subjects, onjoy frocdom of rcligious beliof,

Articlo XXIX. - Japancsc subjccts shall, vithin the limits of
lav, enjoy the liborty of spcach, writing,publication, public
moctings and associations,

Article XXX, - Japancsc subjoets may prescnt potitions, by
observing the proper forms of réspoct, and by complying with the rules
ospocially provided for thc same,

Article XTI, - The provisions contained in the presont Chaptor
shall not affoct the oxercise of the povers appertaining to the
Emperor, in timos of war or in cascs of a national CMCrgZr ney e

Article XXXII, = Each and ovory onc of the provisions containcd
in the prceecding Articles of tho present Chapter, that arc not in
conflict with the laws or the rules and diseiplino of the Army and
Navy, shall apply to the officos and mon of tho Zxmy and of the Navy.

Article XXXIII, - Tho Imperial Diot shall consist of two Houscs,
2 House of Pcors and a House of Reproscentatives,
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Articlo IZXXIV. - Tho House of Pecrs shall, in accordance with
the Ordincnee concerning the House of Foors, he composcd of the
members of the Imperial Family, of the ordors of nobility, and of
thosc persons ho have ouea noaincted thercoto by the Eamporor.

Ariiclo 20V, - The Heusc of Ropresentatives shall bo composcd
of Mombors olearicl by the pooplo according to the provisions of tho
Lav of Elcctiona

driiclc XXXVI, - No onc can at onc and the sarc time bo o
Member of boih Kouses.

Ardicle XXXVII. - Zvery lav rcquircs the consent of tho
Imperial Dict.

irticlc XUXVIII. - Both Houges shall vote upon projocts of law
submitted to it by the Government, cnd may rospeetively initiato
projcets of law,

Adrticle XXXIX, - A bill, vhic¢h has been rejoeted by cithor the
onc or thoe othor of the two Housos, chall not be again brought in
during thc samc scssion,

4rtiele XL, = Both Houscs can moko roproscntations to tho
Govornment, as to laws or upon any other ocubjcets '"Thon, houcvor,
such reproacntations arc not accepted, thoy cannot bec made a soeond
tino during tho samc scosion,

Article XLI. - The Imperial Dict shall be convoked cvery yoars

Article XLII, = 4 scosion of the Imporial Dict sholl last
during threc montho, In caso of neecssity, the duration of a
scasion mey be prolonged by Imperial Ordors

Article XLIII, - "hon urgont ncecosity arises, an coxtraordinary
scocion may bo convokod, in addition to the ordinary once

Tho duration of an oxtraordinary scosion shall bo dotornmined
by Imperial Order,

Article XLIVe - Tho opening, elosing, prolongation of scssion
and prorogation of the Inporial Dict, shall be cffccted simultanoously
for both Houscs,

In casc the Housc of Reproscntativos hes boon ordored to
dissolve, the Housc of Pcors shall at tho cane time be prorogucd.
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Avticle XLV, = h.n ths Touse of Reproscntatives has boen
Meroors ohall be .aused by Imperisl Order to

iy LS

ordered to dissoive,
be nouly clected, nud tho no. Lwouge sholl be convoked within five

nonths from the iry of discolution,

Article XIUT, - llo dobate can be opercd and no vote can be

Py -

taken in cither .lo of %he Imerial Diet. unlcas not loss "than ono

third of tho .hoic muior of tha mmbors thercof is prcscent
Article ¥XIVIi, =~ Votes chall be taken in

boolute moiiritr., In the ecaco or a tic

have the casting voto,

Article XLVITI, = Thc dcliborations of both H
held in public, Tne dcliberotiuns mey, houcver, upon der
Government or by rcsolution of the !lousc, be held in sccrct 31ttin6.

Article ZIXile = Both Housoo off thoe Imperial Dict may
rcopeetively present addrcasoc to tho Riperore

Articlc L. = Both Houscs iy rcecive petitions prescnted by
subjcctie

LI. = Poth lHouscs roy onact, bosidca vhat is providod
On
et |

rcscnt Conatitution end in the Law of the llous rulcs

the maragorent of their internal affairece

Artielc LII. - No lionber of cithor House shall be held
rosponsible outeside tho rospoetive Ilouses, for any opinion uttored
or for any voic zivon in the [Jousce '"hon, hoiever, a Hlenmbe;
hiasolf has given publicity to his opinions by public spccch, by

docurente in print or in writi:g, or by any othor gimilar necans, ho
shell, in tho aatter, be axnablc to the gencrel lave

Article LIII, - Tac nx:iavers of both "ousas shall, during the’

:s"iOn, ko frcp fron arrcost, unless vwith the consent of the House,
xcept in casces of flcaront dclicts, or of Ofu..l."“'t connceted ith

state of 1ntbru_“ cormotion or ith a forcign troublcs

Article LIV, - The Minictors of Stato and the Delogates of the
Goverimient niey, at any tiie, tcke soats cnd epcak in cither licusc,

Chanter IV
THnictors of State cnd tho Privy Council

capcetive Ilinisters of State shall give
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thoir advice to the Emperor, and be rcsponoible for it,

A1l Iavs, Imperial Ordianunces and Imporial Roseripts of
vhatever kind, “hat reletc we the effaice of the State, require the
countor-gignaturc of o lfnisitor of Stato.

A 2le T iz Srivy Councillera chall, in accordanco
udth %hoe protavions for the orgonization of the privy Council,
decliboratc upon imncetant mattcrs of Stato, whon they have beon
consultcd tw th: Hipcsor

Chapter V

I'c Judicaturc

Irticlc LVII, - The Judicaturc shall be oxoreiced by the
Courts of Lav according to law in the namxe of the Eaporere.

The orgenization of the Courts of Lau shall be dctorminoed by
lav

Articlec LVIII. = The Judges shall be appointed fron anong
thosc vho poassess proper qualifications according to lav,

No judge shall be deprived of his position, unlcss by uay of
erininal scntonce or diseiplinary punishronts.

Rulcs for diseiplinary punishricnt shall be deteriiined by lave

Articlo LIXe = Trials and judanento of a Court shall be
conductcd publicly. Vhon, hovover, there cxists any fear that such
publicity may bc projudicial to pcacc and order, or o the rmmintone
ance of public norality, thc public tricl qwmy be suspended by
provision of la. or by thc dceision of the Court of Law.

Jrticle IX. - A1l nmattors that fall within thc conmpetency of o
gpceial Court chall bo opeeiclly provided for by law,

article IXI. = No cult at law, which rolatos to rights alleged
to have boen infringed by the illegal mxasurcs of the acdministrative
authoriticas, and ‘/hich shall comc within tho competeney of the Court
of Jdnministrative Litigation speecially cvotablished by law, sholl be
taken cognizanec of by a Court of Lav,.
Chaptcer VI,

Financo

Article IXII, = The inposition of a nowr tax or tho nodifiention
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of the rates (of on oxisting onc) sha be determined by laie

Houvever, all such adiinistrative feoos or other revenuc having
the naturc of componcation shall not f2ll within the category of tho
above clausc,

The raising of national loanc and the contracting of other
licbilitics %o the charge of the Nationol Treasury, cxcept thosc
that arce provided in the Budget, shall roquire the conscnt of the
Inperial Dict,

Lrticlc IXIII, - The toxes lovied at precsent shall, in so far
as they arc not remodelled by a new law, be colleeted according to
the old ocyston .

drticle LXIV, = The oxpenditurc and rovenuc of the State roquire

the consent of the Imperial Dict by rnocns of an annual Budgets

dny and all expenditurcs ovorpessing the appropriations sot
forth in the Titles and Paragraphc of tho Budget, or that arc not
provided for in the Budget, shall cubscquently rcquire tho
approbation of the Imperial Dicts

drticle LXV, - The Budget shall be first laid before the House
of Ropresentatives,

irticle IXVI, - The oxpenditurcs of the Ispericl House shall
be defrayed cvery year out of the National Treagury, according to the
prcoent fixed anount for the soroe, and shall not require the consent
thoroto of the Imperial Dict, oxecept in casc an inercasc thercof is
found nccossary,

article LXVII. - Thosc alroady fixed oxpeaditurcs based by tho
Constitution upon tho povers apportaining to the Baporor, and such
oexpenditurcs as nny have arisen by the offect of 1o, or that
appertain to the logel obligations of the Government, shall be noithor
rejeetod nor rcducced by tho Imporial Dict, without the concurrenco
of the Government,

drticle IXVIIT, - In order to reot spocial roquirecnents, the
vornent ncy ask the consent of the Impericl Dict to a coertein
anount as a Continuing Exponditure Fund, for a proviously fixed

number of yecars,

{xrticle IXTX, - In ordor to supply dcficicneics, vhich arc
unavoidable, in the Budget, and to ncot requirciients unprovided for
in the sare, a Resorve Fund shall be providod in thc Budgote
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of the rates (of an

Houveover, all sueh adidnistrative foco or other revenuc having
the noturc of compencation shall not - within thc category of the
above clausc,

h
liabilit
that arc
Inperia

raising of national loanz and the contracting of othcer
€8 to the charge of thc lNational Troasury, cxecpt those
provided in the Budget, shall requirce the conscnt of the
DiCta

i

C
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Article IXIII, - The toxes lovied at presont shall, in so far
as they arc not romodelled by o ncu law, be collcetcd accerding to
the old oysten

Article LXIV., = The oxpenditurc and rovenuc of the State require
the consent of the Laperial Dict by niocns of an annual Budget,

Jny and all oxpenditurcs ovorpassing the appropriations sot
forth in the Titlos and Paragraphc of tho Budgety, or that arc not
provided for in tho Budget, shall cubscquently requirce tho
approbation of the Imperial Dicte

4articlo ILXV, - The Budget chall be first laid before the Houso
of Roproasentativea,

lrticle 1XVI, - The cexponditurcs of tho Inpericl Housc shall
be dofrayed cvery year out of the National Troagurys according to tho
precsent fixed amount for the sone, and shall not roquire the consont
thoroto of the Imperial Dict, oxeccept in casc an inercasc thorcof is
found nccosscary,

article IXVII, - Thosc alrcady fixod oxpenditurcs basod by tho
Constitution upon the poucrs appertaining to the Eaporor, and such
expenditurcs as rey have arisen by the cffect of 1o, or that
appertain to the logel obligntions of the Governnent, shall be noither
re jeeted nor rcduecd by tho Inpericl Dict, without the concurronco
of the Government.

drticle IXVIIT, - In ordor to rcot ospocial roquircrients, tho
Goverment ray ask the consent of the Iaperical Dict to a cortcin
anount as a Continuing Exponditurc Fund, for a proviously fixed
nunmber of yecars,

drticle IXIDX, - In order to supply deficicnecics, vhich arc
unavoidablc, in thc Budgot, and to mcot requircnients unprovided for
in the samc, n Resorve Fund shall bo providod in thc Budgote
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Article IX{, = "M:2n vhe Imperial Diect cannot be convolked,
oiring to the external or interral condition of the e¢ountry, in case
of urgent necd for the maintenance of public safotys the Government

may take a2ll nacecsary financial mee. ares; by moans of an Imperial
Ordinancc,

Ta the cenc mentioned in the ) iing clause, thc matior
shell bo suroitsed te the Tavsrial Dict at its noxt sossion, and
on shall be obiainod ;
Artiele IZTKIe « Vhon the Imporial Dict has not votod on the
or wnc. “ho Buazot has not beon breusht into actual
the Governm...t shall carry out tho Budget of the preceding

1

Coti8ouill

yecar,

Article IOTTI. - The final acccunt of the expenditures and
rovonue of the State shall bo vorifiod and confirmed by the Board
of Audit; and'i% shall bo subniiised by the Governmont to tho
Taporial Dict, togethor iik the moport of verification of tho said
Board,

The organization and cc.xyétoncy of the Board of Audit shall
be determincd by law scperatoulye

Chaptor VII

Supplenonsary Rules

Artiele LiCITII. -+ hen it has mceome ncceessery in futurce to
arond the provisions of the prosent Coustitutvion, a projoct to tho
offeet shall bo submittod to the Imperizl Dict by Imperial Oxrdors

the above ease, noither Houzo can open tho debtate, unless’
than two-+hirds of thd vhols number of Members arc presoent,
anendnont can be passed, unlccs & majority of not less than
-tiirds of ilic Mombors proscni is obuainod,

Articlo LTV, - llo modificaticn of tho Imperial Housc Iawv
shall be rcquired to be scutmittod to the deliboration of tho
Imperial Dict.

No provisicn of ti.c¢ yroscnt Constituticn can bo modified by
the Imperial Housc Lawe

Article Ly, - Ko nmod:fication can bo invroducod into tho
Constitution, or into tho Imporial House law, during tho tino of a
Ru{_;..nC}H
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Article LX¥e = "Mhan vhoe Imperial Diet cannot be convoked,
oving to the extarnal or inter:al condition of the country, in case
of ur@nt need for the maintonance of pudblic safetys the Government

lay take all nscessary financial moee. ures; by moans of an Inmperial
Cr: linancc,
Ta the ceno mentioned in the proceding clause, the mattor

shell be sutmitoud te thoe Imperial Dict at its noxt
its approbation shall be obiained thoroto.

sl 10T « Vhen the TImporial Dict has not voted on the
; or wnc. “vho Badgot has not boea brcu-;ht into actual
oxietun:o, the Governmo..t chall carry cut the Budget of the preceding

yoar,

Article IXOIII, - The final acccunt of the oxpenditures and
rovonuc of the Stato shall bte vorificd and confirmed by the Board
of Audit, and'i% shall bo subniitted by the Government to the
Laporial Dict, togethcr viih the »aport of vorification of the said
Board,

The organization and cc.xctoney of the Board of Audit shall
be determined by law scparato J._,r,

Chapter VII

Supplononiary Rulos

Artiele LiTITIT. - Then it has o cone necessary in future to
ancnd the provisions of the prosent Coustitution, a projoet to the
offoet shall be subnitied to the Imporicl Dioct by Imperial Ordor,

tllf' above caso, noithor Hou:ze can open tho debtate, unless’
than tvo--hirds of thd¢ vhole number of Members aroc present,
endmient can be passed, unlcecs 2 najority of not loss than
L o _T'du of tha .‘unba,r, proscnt is obvainod.

Articlo LTV, - o modification of tho Imporial Housc law
shall be reguired to be submittod to the deliboration of tho
Inmperial Dict,

o provisicn of t.c¢ prescnt Consiitution can bo modified by
the Imperial Housc lave

Article LN, e nod:fication can bo introducod into tho
Constitution, or into vhe Imporial Housc law, during tho tine of a
Roginey.
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Article IXXVI, - Ixisting legal enactments, such as laws,
regulations, Ordinances, or by vhatever names thoy may be called,
shall, so far as they do not conflict with the present Constitution,
continue in force.,

All existing contracts or orders, that entail obligations upon
the Government, and that are connected with expenditure, shall come
within the scope of Art., IXVII,.




