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I. BACKGROUND 

1. On 2 March 2020, the Appeals Chamber issued a Decision, following a request 

filed by Mr Gbagbo, extending the number of page limit from 100 to 130 for the 

Defence’s Responses to the Prosecution’s Appeal of the Judgement issued by Trial 

Chamber I on 15 January 2019 acquitting both Defendants (the “Prosecution’s 

Appeal”).1 

 

2. On 6 March 2020, the Defence for Mr Gbagbo2 and the Defence for 

Mr Blé Goudé3 filed their respective responses4 to the Prosecution’s Appeal (the 

“Defence’s Responses”). 

 

II. SUBMISSIONS 

 

3. In accordance with regulation 37(2) of the Regulations of the Court, a 

Chamber may grant an extension of page limit in exceptional circumstances. 

 

4. The Common Legal Representative requests an extension up to a total of 75 

pages (instead of 68 currently granted) for her submissions in the appeal to be filed 

by 8 April 2020. 

 

5. The Common Legal Representative submits that – as already recognised by 

the Appeals Chamber in its Decision extending the page limit for the Defence’ 

Responses - the present appeal raises novel and complex issues.5 

                                                 
1 See the “Decision on Mr Laurent Gbagbo’s request for an extension of page limit for his response to 

the Prosecutor’s appeal brief” (Appeals Chamber), No. ICC-02/11-01/15-1313 A, 2 March 2020 (the 

“Decision on extension of page limit”). 
2 See the “Version publique expurgée de la « Réponse de la Défense de Laurent Gbagbo au « Mémoire 

d’appel de l’Accusation » (ICC-02/11-01/15-1277-Conf-tFRA) déposé le 15 octobre 2019”, No.ICC-

02/11-01/15-1314-Red A, 13 March 2020. 
3 See the “Public Redacted Version of “Defence Response to the ‘Prosecution Document in Support of 

Appeal’”, ICC-02/11-01/15-1315-Conf, 6 March 2020”, No. ICC-02/11-01/15-1315-Red A, 9 March 2020. 
4 Confidential versions of the Defence’s Responses were filed on 6 March 2020.  
5 See the Decision on extension of page limit, supra note 1, para. 10. 
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6. In this regard, in the Lubanga case, the first one brought before the Court, also 

raising many novel and complex issues never addressed before an international 

criminal tribunal, the Appeals Chamber granted 100 pages to both Legal 

Representatives of victims’ teams, although the number of victims authorized to 

participate at the time was lower than in the present case.6 

 

7. The Common Legal Representative is cognisant that the Appeals Chamber 

already extended the page limit for her submissions of 8 pages in the same Decision 

granting an extension of page limit for the Defence. However, having read the 

Defence’s Responses and having consulted with the victims, she submits that the 

arguments raised by both Defences have an important impact on the interests of the 

victims and require more extensive developments than expected to address the 

views and concerns of her clients. Therefore, she posits that a further limited 

extension of 7 pages is justified in the circumstances, particularly because, in 

accordance with the instruction of the Chamber, the filing of said submissions will 

constitute the only opportunity for the Common Legal Representative to address the 

interests of the victims she represents in the present appeal. 

 

8. In the circumstances, the Common Legal Representative argues that 

exceptional circumstances are shown justifying the granting of the limited extension 

of page limit requested.  

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
6 See the “Decision on the participation of victims in the appeals against Trial Chamber I's conviction 

and sentencing decisions”(Appeals Chamber), No.ICC-01/04-01/06-2951 A4 A5 A6, 13 December 2012, 

pp.3-4. 
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FOR THE FOREGOING REASONS, the Common Legal Representative respectfully 

requests the Appeals Chamber to grant an extension of page limit up to a total of 75 

pages for her submissions in the appeal.  

 

 

 

 

Paolina Massidda 

Principal Counsel 

 

 

 

Dated this 27th day of March 2020 

At The Hague, The Netherlands 
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