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Army Form A 8688 

MILITARY COURTS FOR THE TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS 
D.J.A.G's Case No ... U/.~.i.3. ................... .. 

Name of Accused Arm or F ormer Arm of Age Date and Place of Trial (including Rank, if any) t he Service 
- - - ----

11th d: 12th Febru'lry 191._{) 
Romano l.'.AH'r ~LLO Itn Li.an :i'ascist 
Rino PA'"~I . lI '31!ick Brigade. 

BOuUGNA. 
Luicli W·:Ll .. INI - --·- ---· 

Convened by 
------

Co11Wla nder Ho. 2. District CJ.IF 

CHARGES 

Charge C\1,!l.UT'i'IN'J. A IAR c::u; . .E in that they near CA~.:>..:.uW :m .O:!:>::>ANA, I 'l'ALY, on 6 
J anuary 191+5 in v l ol ation of the l aws and usa6es 
of wor were concerned in the .d H i ng of 6846307 
Ril'l ernan ? . CHAB.:,U'l , '.1.'he .King • s Hoya l Rifle Corps. 

President and Members of the Court (except l.egal Member) ~/Legal Member 

-
; 

Lt- col L . B, J ::l·IKI *> 

11a jor D. J.IIDDLj;'l'JN- 'IALXER RA. , 

1/4 i<OYLI 

53 LAA R:;; ,,.r RA 

Major T. ·:1. J3NHIN:~ . lW:>C 
Barr iste r - a t -Law JAG Staf f Pool. 

Pleaded Finding 

Al l Accused All accused - Guil ty. 

,J, G. 

Sentence and Minute of Confirmation 

All AC.!Used 

10 year ' s Luprisonment . Cont'ir.r.ud bJ Com.aanJer , llo. 2. Dist1·ici. , C. lol, •''• 11th 1 • .a i·ch 1946. 

\Vhen and where PromuJgated :-

Date of Receipt To whom sent Date sent Purport 

\l't. 25799/GSOO 60W 9/45 JC.JJ, /1094 Op. 38/J 



• 

- - · .... 

.... 

Gonci:ra:t Repor t of· thJ Proc::>0d!.n,c:. of :l 1d.li tury CoUPt . : ·. ~'6171/19/ A-3 
: He l d .at 001.0Gi . .d on 11· - ~2 F-0b 46.·fbr the triol •:.Of.~ -

Romano MARTELLO 

Rino :.. FAGGIANI . f. :.. • --~f . .'·. 

Luigi BELLINI ----
Charged with C(}.OO:TTING A WAR CRIME 

in that they 
near C.ASSET·I.E PRES~ANA, IT.ALY, · i 6 Jan 45, in violation 
of the l aws and usages of ··1a:r were concerned on the killing 
of 6846387 :rtfn P • . CHARiAh , X. R.R. C. 

Floo.:. : All Accused; Not Guilty. 

~l!rION. The Prosecutor made an opening addr ess, setting out 
brieO.y the facts of the case. From Sep 43 to Jan 45 
CHAFMAN, an escaped P.W. lived in the province of VERONA, 
wearing civilian clothes and participati ng acti vely i n the 
parti san movement . For some time he lived at the house of 
Maria ROSSINI, and '.?as well known to .Angelo ZORZI, both 
witnesses f or the pr osecution. 

On 6 Jan 45 the thr1:0 accused, youths and members of 
the 22nd Bl ack Brigade a.t :vERONA, were ordered by the:· . 
Comrnand:.nt of this Briga~e to ,go out in search of an English 
escaped PW'. Near the crossr oads at CASSELLE the accused 
encountered CHAPMAN who wo.s riding a b. cycle. '!'hey called 
on him to stop, and possibly fired a shot int o the a ir; 
C~ stopped c.nd standing astride his bicycle r a i sed his 
hands in surrender. The three accused approached ~' 
one standing in front of him and one at each side; CH/u?MAN 
made no movement to r esist but nevertheless one of the accused, 
all of whom had rifles, fired a shot into CH/(''MAN' s head at 
a range of thirty centime~res ; the victira fell t o the gr ound 
wher eupon t he other two accused fired a shot into his body. 

1st WITNESS :- Angelo ZORZI 

Witness, a medical. student, '· c. w CHAPMAN; her ... ,n.ther was 
head of the C. N,L. i n t ht. • U lc.gc ana in Dec 4l: CHiJ?M.iJ: 
became a gr0up l eader . H~ dressed i n civilian clothes, wore 
a beard and nouatache, and went about under an Italian 
pseudonym. Witness l ast saw 0HAFMAN alive on 4 Jan 46. 
On 8 Jan 46 she : saw the body of CH.ABLJ\N in the mortuary 
at CASSELLE PRESS/.N,· .. there was an entrance wound on the left 
s i de of the forehead and an exit wound on the right s ide , 
the wound having bec.n caused by a heavy calibre bulle';; 
fired at a very <'lose range . The arms v-1er e outstr~.~lli 
rigqr mortb o.nd it was the opinion of the witness that 
CH!J?M.AN had ~...;.lJn to tl .::: :rnintcl in t hot ~!Q..Y• 
In c r oss exaoination witness said CHi1PHhN spoke excellent 
I talian. 

2nd WITNESS :- Maria RCGSINI 

Witness \1as CHJJ?Mi.N' s fiancec, she last saw CHJJ::Mt.N alive on 
the evening of 5 Jon 46 ; he y1as not armed. 
In cross exmnination witncr.s stated that CHAPt!J.N never came 
anned to her hou~o, nor wor e arms kept there for him. 

3ro WITNESS : - /U1tonio CRESTON • 

Wi tness corroborated the fucts of the case as set out in the 
P rosecutors opening addro;;s . Ho :..~elated se.;i ng Mi.RTELLO ~ 

2./ •• fit'u a shot ~ 



. J. 

• 

.. 
- 2-

fire a shot int o t he l eft side of 00.PtL'.N ' s head at about a 
yard r ange-; CHJ\Ft::.i~ had hi s hands up and had made no attempt 
to r esist or dlcape• Th~ other two accused then ca.oh fired 
a shot into hi s body e.s it lay on t he ground. 
In cr oss exrunination witness stated he was two or three yards 
aw~ when the incident t ook pl ace; 

Other'"'.ri.~noooo~· oorrobor at ed t ho facts as set out by the Prosecutor. 

The statements of Mi.RTELLO, F.'..GGH.NI und BELLINI were 
produced t o the Court. }M~ELEO Cla:i.r:1ed that after CHJ.:R.11\N 
had been stopped ho (liL'.RTELLO) searched him and saw a r evolver 
in a holster; C}L·,pu.t.N s t ruck at hirJ and r eached for his 
revolver, wher eupon F,',GGI/.NI fired. CHJ,FM.:>N contir.ued to 
fight whereupon Mi.RTELLO fired, hit t ing hir.i in the stooach. 
Subsequently a German car arrived and 1L.RTBLLO was order ed 
by a Ge:nnan officer t o shoot the nounded man, Tihich he did, 
shooting him with a r evolver i n tho l eft f or ehead. 
F~GGI/~ agr eed t hat he had fired the first shot and 
corroborat ed t he r eoainder of M.i.In'ELLO' s statement. 
BELLINI relat ed seeing 1L.RTELL0 searola cru-.Ri.·.N and how he 
struck out at Mi\Rl'ELLO and went for his gun, , F"\GGIANI fired 
and the Englishman f ell t o the groond; while on the ground 
he pulled a pistol fran hi s pocket whereupon MilRTELLO shot 
hirn. BELLINI was then sent t o fetch the Ccxi1i.1and.nnt. 

The Defence. 

1st WITNESS :- ?41.RTELLO 

Witness stated that their order s "er e to capture an English 
partisan who was armed and dangerous. He corroborated his 
previous statement except that ho stat ed that -he' took his 
rifle fran his shoulder t o shoot CH:J?I,Lii.N, after he had been 
shot by F.hGGIJJU and was r eaching again f or his gun. (In his 
statement LL'LRTELLO had cla in1od t qat he had not unslung his 
rifle) 

2nd WITNESS i - F ... .OOIANI 

In cross exaraination '1itness a.gr eed that he had fired the 
f:!-rst shot . 

3rd WITNESS :- BELLINI 

In cros s exaLtination witness st at ed that ho did not sec 
CHJ1Ft.li~ put his hand in his pocket before he was shot(In 
his stat ement handed t o the Court BELLINI clair.ed that 
GHIU'tli..'.N struck at l.L'.RTELLO and put his l efi hand in his lefi 
coat pocket.) 

The Prosecutor addr essed the Court, subr.rl.tting that great 
reliance should be placed on the t estimony of ;".ntoni o CRE:lT~, 
and pointing out the oiroumst anoos of the shooting. 

The Defending Off i cer and tho Dof ending i.dvocate addressed 
the Court, submitt i ng that t he a.ccuscd had been consist:tl"lt 
in cross examination and that tho pr osecution witnesses were 
inconsis, ont and unreliabl e . The accused used only what force 
they consider ed necessary ond wer o acting on what they th~ght 
to be a l ognl. order. CH.'J:l.L.".N wa.s a dunger ous nan and the 
shooting arose only out of his 0V1n r esistance. BF:IJ.INI \lt\s 
not present when M:..RTELLO shot CHJ.P!IJ.N on t he orders of the 
Gennan Off icer. 

The Court f ound all accused guilty. 
Wi tnesses as t o t he good char acter of the accused 
we-re called, all s tressi ng t he extreme yout h of the accused, 
their bad environment anc1 t he good pay of fered in the Black 
Brigade. 

3/ •.. The court 
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fire a shot int o the l eft side of Clii.PH.i.N 1 s head at about a 
ya rd r ange ; CHAR~i.N had his hands up and had made no attempt 
to r esist or eilcape• The other two accused then ca.oh fired 
a shot into hi s body as it l ay on the ground. 
In cross examination witnes s stated he was two or three yards 
aw~ when the incident took pl~ce; 

Other~ri.';nooo->~ · oorrobor8:t ed the f'o.cts a s set out by the Prosecutor. 

The statements of hL'.RTELLO, F .. \GGI !JU and BELLINI were 
produced to the Court. Ulm'ELLO C1uil:1ed that after CHJJJ,11\N 
had been stopped he (M;.RTELLO) s earched hirn and so.w a r evel ver 
in a holster; clL·~.U.N struck at hir.1 and r eached f or his 
revel ver, whereupon F;,GGI/JU fired . CHJJ?M .. \N continued to 
fight wher eupon Mi.RTELLO fired, hit t ing him in the stocach. 
Subsequently a Germon car arrived and JiL.RTELLO was ordered 
by a German officer t o shoot the wounded man, which he did, 
shooting him with a r evolve r in the l eft forehead. 
F4'.GGIJm agreed t hat he hod fired the first shot and 
corrobor ated the r eraainder of l.iJ.Rl'ELLO' s statement. 
BELLINI r el at ed seeing 1LRTELL0 sea rola CCL'RL".N and how he 
struck out at MARTELLO and went for his gun. , F.t\GGIANI tired 
and the Englishman fell to the groond; while on the ground 
he pulled a pistol fran his pocket whereupon l!lillTELLO shot 
hirn. BELLINI wo.s then sent t o fetch tho Ccn.1and.o.nt . 

The Defence, 

1st WITNlSS r - Ml..RTELLO 
/ 

Witness stated that their or ders \iore to capture an English 
partisan uho was armed and dangerous. He corroborated his 
previous statement except t hut ho sto.tod that ·he1 took his 
rifle f'ran his shoulder to shoot CH:J?Mi~, after he had been 
shot by FhGGIJ.NI and was reaching again for his gun. (In his 
statement W.RTELLO had olaiL1cd tqat he had not unslung his 
rifle) 

2nd WITNESS i- Fi.GGI.iOO 

In cross examination ldtnoss o.greod that he had fired the 
f~rst shot. 

3rd WITNESS :- BELLINI 

In cross exar.1ination witness stated that he did not see 
CH/lPMJ.N put his hand in his pocket b efore he was shot(In 
hi~ statement handed t o the Court BELLINI clained. that 
CHllPM.'.N struck at M.'.RTELLO and put his l efi hand in his lefi 
coat pooket.) 

The Prosecutor addr essed the Court, subraitting that great 
reliance should be placed on the t estimony of i.ntonio CRESTOO, 
and pointing out the oircumstanocs of the shooting. 

The Def ending Officer and the Do fending :.d.voca te addressed 
the Court, submitting tha t the o.ccuscd ha.d been oonsist:fl"\t 
in cross examination and that the pr osecut i on witnesses wer e 
inconsis1ont and unreli able . The accused used only what :force 
they consi der ed necessary 001d were acting on what th~ thcught 
to be a l egal order. CH:~.L.N wo.s a danger ous man and tho 
shooting arose only out of his ovm r e s i s tance. BEIJ:JNI uns 
not pr esent when Ml..RTELLO shot CHJ.Pt/J.N on t ho orders of the 
German Officer. 

The Court found all accused gui l ty. 
Witnesses as t o the goocl character of the accused 
wel'e called, all stressing the ext r eme youth of the accused, 
t heir ba.d environment and the good pay offered in the Blo.ok 
Brigade. 3/ •.. The court 
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1bs> ,&o&t ;antenced ea.ob pgo~sed to 1,0 years impr i sorunont. 

The accused gave notice of thei r intention to petition againGt 
the sentence. of the Cou!l-• sw0 w 

Tho finding .and sentonce of tho Cour t wer<:) confirmed by Major 
Genorol C.A. HEYDMAN G.O.C. ho 2 District on 11 March 46. 
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