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~~morandum by the Secretar~'. bf· ~·i~~e Regardin~ a Co'~v~;satioh ·With the · 
Japanese Amb~esaaor (lbrinouchi) 

·! ,. 

(Yfu.shington) August 26, 1939·· .. . 
The Amb8:~~cdor ~f -Japan call~d at his .own request • . He proceeded to 

. . .. , 

refer. to : tbe reports, already publ~shed· i~ the American press , to the· e'ffect .· .· . . . . . 

that .'unerican .. pfficinls were incorrec t ly 'attributing anti- Mierican rrova."lents 

end demonstrationg.· in China :o "Japanese officia~s or to their influence }.~· 

thus i~st~gating the Chinese• The Ambassador handed me the attached .paper 

' 
wli·ioh J proceeded to read. I t~ianlted him for the a.ttention his Gov.erh:~ent .. . 

I • ..... 
to see!<: to · (i1~·a:r it up • . 

.. ... 
I then said that , hovins see~ in the hnericoh .prees the purpose and 

nature of his ~ontemplated call on me, 1 had requas t ed the Far l!aatern 

Division to jot down µ ~ist of ino tances of transgreosions by Ja:~anese 

. . 
or due to J~C"nese influence in China to the detri"nent and injury of 

.'wtericans and of 1\merican interests. I added that t his list of incidents 

~ad not been elaborated but that I would proceed to read them. I then 

read t he memorandum prepared by the Fur 1.astern ~ivision attached hereto 

a.nd r.u.rl<:ed •!.,• . The .'.nbassador appear ed somewhat ourprised and ot a loss 

for turthor connnen~ with regard to this paper , Ho said he t.t>uld be pl~ased 

to havo a copy of it. I r oplied that 1 would be glad to request the Far 

~stern Diviaion to put it in :nore elaborate form if possible and to send 

n oopy to him at the Japanese Embassy, 
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The .'.mbassudor t :1en said that, spealcing personnlly, he might say his 

Government yesterday bed decided to obr ndon any further negotiations with 

Qermo.ny nnd Italy relative to closer relations undor the anti-Oomintern 

Pe.ct to '\'lhic~l they have been parties for some time. He added that the 

ohange in affairs in Europe ~a.de t~is oourse mllnifest , and, furthermore, 

it was pla in thct his Goverll!"lent ~ould fi~d it impor tant to adopt new 

foreign polioy in "lore or less respects. I r.1igh t say thot he pref~c~d 

this general reference to his counl:ry by r eiteratin3 his personal desire , 
to olear up any misunderstr _1dings or diff~renoes bet.-raen our two eountrles 

I • 

and to r estore t he friondly r elations bere~fore oxisting. The k.1~.ssJldO~. 

remarked that he .hoped there mi ght .oo~~ about an cdjustment. of the 

Jr.·;>anese-Ohin!3s~ s itu:.ltion· •. -E.e ·just mado this genorql observation a~d .. ··: . ~.: ... :": . . -: •.. . '. . 
. ... : .... .. 

then he passed on to inquire -;1bat ··l knen .or thought about .t .he European · 

s ituation. 

I replied · that it r.as. very ~caloidoscopio ;,. t>:iqt ,.just· rio~ ~ one could, 

with ~· s nti-sfacti'on, pr edic t about devolopi'lon ts fron da_:: ~. ~q .ciay; th<lt 
~ .... . .. . . 

a t this tine t.od~' the Bri tis:1 Cnbinet nns oonsi!dering the conversc...tion -. . .. . : . . 
betueon nr. Hitler ond t he British /mbassador ot B3rlin ,•esterdoy; tha t no 

. ... . 

one lmoH~.:ttha.t ·t he ir ·aocis ion may be. 

I t qon referred · to his oom:nent about· Japan and her ~ur~ose to cdopt . . .. . . · .. · . 
a nerr for ei·gn !.)Olicy, and I mqde~obs~vations substantially as tollousa . . . . 

: . ~ 
'Iha princ-iples c.11d prac tioos of ,\merioan policy i n r egard to the world 

in aener ol llnd the Fer ':!:ast in particul~'l~ or e \1ell known to all governments 

over yuhero. 
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During recent years Japanese authorities and or agencies have been 

pursuing courses ':7hich. come int.o direct confUct rti th those principl es and 

policies anl uhich involve disregard of principles of inUlrnationnl law 

and of treaties betr.een the United Sta tes and Japan und oleo multil~teral 

treat fos to '1bich the United Sta tea and Japan ore · porties • 

The United States had made representations over :md over a~d over 

::t3~ in in objection 1o or protest ozoinst overt acts of those ~rpes. The 

Japanese Oovern~nt has given assurances over end over again tha t it hos 

r e(!-lrd for i he principle~ and the rules and the provisions involved and that 

it ·;1ill show its r egard for them,--nnd over and over J'al:)rinose authorities 

hc.ve immediv.toly committed other Mts in cUsregard thereof. 

We have cloor evidence of inspiration by Ja~anese authorities or of 

act ion by agencies thereof hostilo not only to occidental nationo.ls and 

interests i11 genera l but to J.merican nl'tionals ond interests i n particular. 

Th3se courses <?f ~ct ion by Japanose have r csul tad in •-:rousing ngai nst. 

Ja~an feelings of suspicion nnd attitudes of ovpositien on the port of 
. : :": . .. . . " . . . . , . . 

a l.!nost all of the other por•ors \/hich h~v13 interests in tho For ~st, 

ospociolly in China, inch~ding the Uni.tad Stu t ea. · 

It snould be ~vidont to Ja'an that there is some things ~ll'ong ~it~ 

;,:>olicios . Md J,)rac.tic~s on ·the part . of .one notion which arouse antagonism· 

on the .part- of a l most· all otho~ nations in contac·t with 'that notion. 

Tho ·· Uni t {ld Sta ws· !li shes to hnve omi coblo relo tions Yti th .eve~· othor . .. .. .. 
cou:1try.' .i h· the ~10rld. Tfe ho~~. in the post hod ver"/ friendly rela tions with . . . . . 
every country in the :Fo.r ~..Ast , . includ'ing J'apun. Our policy is a policy 
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of •Live l'.:ld l e t live ". \'lo seek nowhere ony special position; but ue seek 

everynhore equr.li ty of opportunity under oondi tions df fair treatment and 

security. 

'Ibo world is. be i ng tiivcn today no':': objoct l osaons ~itll r egord to tho 

futility of policies uhoroin notions plan t o take adventage of other notions 

by use of ~od force in disregard of moral principles and l egal principles 

and generally accep t ed axioms of friendly ond profitable 3onore l 

internationa l intercourso. 

The future of .American-Jopcneso relations lies l a r gely. in the hands 

of Jo,pon, !.moricon polh.y is a ?olic!' of friendliness and fair de aling 

toward a ll notions. It y;ill not chongo • 
. · 

The .'1,mbassodor s oemed oppr ooia tivo ond thi s ended the convarsati on. 

O(orde ll) H(ull) 
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