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Memorandum by the Secretary of- Shta Hegardins a Oonversation with the '
Japanese Anbagsador (Horinouchi) : :

: (”fashington) August 26. 1939.

The Nnbas.aador or ‘Japan called at his own requeat. He prooeeded f:o
reter- to th.e reports, already publiahed in the .\mea'icnn press, to the- effeot
that JAmericen ‘officials were 1ncorrect1y attributing anti~dmerican movmnta
and damonstrations' in china to Japanese officials or to their influence ,i.n. -
thus instigating th Chiness. The Aubassador hended me the attaohe‘d"i:éper

lhioh I proceeded to read. Ak tmnked him for the attention his Gowrnment v

had given to th!.a mattar ﬂnd tne apirit aoamingly prompttng his Government ) ;

St

to aoek to clear it upe . el &=
T then snid that. hulving seen in the American press the purpose and
nature of his contemplated call on me, T had requsai:.e‘d the Far Bastern
Division tc; jot down @ list of instances of transgressions by Jajanese
or due to Japcnese influerce in China to the detriment and injury of
Anericans a.nd of Americen interests. I added that this list of incidents
“ad not been elaborated but that I would proceed to read them. T then
read the memorandum prepared by the Fur Tastern Division attached hereto
and mcrked "A", The .mbassador oppeared somevhat surprised and at a loss

for further comment with regard to this paper. He said he would be pleased

 to have a copy of it. I replied that T would be glad to request the Far

Tastern Division to put it in more elaborate form if possible and to send

a copy to him at the Japanese Embassy.
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The Jmbassador tien said that, speaking personally, he might say his
Government yesterday hed decided to cbondon any further negotiations with
Germany and Italy relative to closer relations under the anti-Comintern
Pact to which they have been par:bi.es for some time. He added that the
change in affairs in Europe made this course manifest, and, furthermore,
it was plain that his Government would find it jmportent to odopt new
foreign policy in more or less respects. I might say thot he prefoced
this general reference to his counixy by reiteratinz his personal desiz_-e _
to clear up any misunderste adings or d_i_ffgrenoas betmeen our two d;untr'ieé
and to restore the friondly rzalations here tofore existings The A;nba}ssndop‘
remarked that he -hoped there night con;a about an edjus‘bnant of the
Jo paneae-chinese ai.tu-ttion. “He just mado thta genorn;l. obaarvatim and
thsn'he paaaed on to inquire what- I knew.or thought about the European

situation.

1 repliod that it was, very ‘.:alcidosoopic; thq.t juat now no one OOU.].di

with any autisi‘notion. pradiot about devolopmnts fron da:' to. dw,r; that
at this tine today the Britisx Gahinet was ccm&idering the conversation
between Mr. mtler and the Britiah Jo bnuador at Earlin "esterday; that no
one knovs that their docision may bes el A
I then roferred *bo his comment about’ Japan and hsr _burose to cdopt
a new foreign policy, ond I mqq.‘e'_ ,_ghsmations substantiany as follous:
The principles and prac ticéa of American policy in regord to the world
in genercl ond the Fer Tast in particulor are vell known to all governments

averyvhercs
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During recont years Japanese authorities and or ogencies have been
pu?auing courses which come into direct conflict with those principles and
policies and which involve disregard of principles of international law
and of treaties between the United States and Japan and olso multilateral
treatiocs to which the United States and Japan are parties. .

The United Statcs had made representations over and over and over
again in objection to or protest agoinst overt acts of those types. The
Japenese Government has given assurances over and ovor again fhat it has
regard for ihe principles and the rules and the provisions involved and that
it will show its regard for them,--cnd over and over Javanese authoritics
heve immedictely committed other acts in disregard thereof. '

We have clonr evidence of inspiration by Jajanese authorities or of
action by agencies thereof hostile not only to ocecidental nationals and
interests in general but to .r.merican nntionula and interests in particular.
Thase ooursas of “ction by Jap:mese ':ave rosulted in crousing "gainst
Japan roelings of suapioion nnd attimdes of onposition on the part of
alnost all of the othar porora uhioh h ve interests in the Far Ecst,
ospociul]:y 11_1 China, {ncluding the United Stutes.: . £

It s'hfould be evidont to Japan that there is some thinga m:ong with
policlea and practices on the part of one nation whioh arouse antagonism’
on the part of almost all other nations in contact with ‘that nuﬁon.

The -Unitod Statos wishes to have amicable relations. with every othor

country in the forld. e ha\:_'_g_ in the past had veryb friendly relations with

every couhtry in the For ®ast, including Japan. Our policy is a policy
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of "Live cad let live". We seek nowhere ony special position; but we seeck
everyvhore equclity of opportunity under conditions of feir treatment and
security,

The world is being given today now object lessons with regerd to the

futility of policies whorein nations plan to toke adventage of other nations

by use of armed force in disrogard of moral principles and legel prineiples
and gonerally accepted axioms of friendly ond profitoble general
international intercourscs |

The futurc of American-Japcnese relations lics largely in the hands
of Japan, American policy is a policy of friendliness and fair dealing
toward all nations, It will not change.

The /mbassador scemed npprooiat:lva and this ended the conversation.

0(ordell) H(ull).'






