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INTERNATIONAL MILITAPY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al,

“7S§ =

ARAKI, Sadao, et al

SWORN DEPOSITION (Translation)

Deponents SAITO, Seiei

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet

and in accordance with the procedure followed in my country
I hereby depose as follows.

AFFIDAVIT OF SAITO, Seiei

I was born on the 6th October, 1891,

My present address is 73, Chibvadera-cho, Chiba=~-shi,
Japan,

At the time of surrender I was Major General,

2e I held the post of Chief of Java War Prisoners Camp at
Batavia from August 1942 until March, 1944, and served as the
Chief of Malay War Prisonors Camp Singapore during the poriods
from March, 1944 till the end of war, August 1945. Concurrontly
I was the chief of Malay Lilitary Dotention Camp (detention
of nm-military civilians),

. 1S After tho end of war I was detained at a prison in
Singaporo from 9th Sept., 1946, On 30 January 1947 I was
releasod from Changi prison and returned to Japan in
May 1947, As to the troatment of prisoners, both military
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or civilian, I have not been questioned in any way.

One of my subordinate officers, Captain TAKAHASHI,
Zompei; who-worked at the P.W. camp from 1942 until a
half year prior to the surrender, also was free from any
accusation and roturned to Japan in the fall of 1947,

He had servod espocially as tho man in chargo of Changi~
detention—eampiwhen—I-was—-the camp chiofe

4, Whon I was the chief of the Malay P.W. Camp,
the Commandor=-in-Chicf of tho 7th Area Army was General
DOHIHARA, Kenji. He was succeoded by General ITAGAKI,
Scishiro, at the ond of April 1945,

5 The Commander=in-Chief of the Area Army was
in direct command of P,.W. camps and the military detention
camps, but orders covering the overall mamagemnt of prisonors wore
issuod by Commandor~in=Chief of the Southern Army Marshal
TERAUCHI and recoived through tho Areca Army.

Close liaison had boen kopt with the contral authoritios
(War prisoners Information Buroau) and I attonded the con-
foronce of tho Chiefs of P.,W. camps hold in Tokyo in
July 1942 and Docomber 1943,

I can definitely state that I had never rocoived an
ordor or suggestion from any of those persons referrod
to above to maltreat prisoncre or zive them inhuman
treatmont. ;

6. Tho trocatment, labor task and punishmonts of
prisoners werp exocutcd according to the laws, rcgulations
and orders of  the central authoritios and no special
rogulations or policy was put into practi®o. Thore had
beon no violation of tho above laws, rogulations and
ordors.

7e No labor task which had any diroct rolation with
oporation had evor boen imposed upon prisonors. The Pw'§:
who did work were givon 600 grams of staplo food, the
same amount as given to the army troopss I don't think
the working hours were oxcossive in compardson with those
of laborors in gonecral,

B The food situntion i Melay area bocamo
oxtromoly oritical around the timo whon tho Allied Forcos
intonsifiod thoir at*acks so that both soldiers and
citizons confrontu? . ith groat difficultios in obtaining
provisionss Thc military rations ware meduced from 600
grams to 400 grams and thcso subsidiary foods such as moat,
vogotables, fish, otce grow vory scarces The situation
in 8ingaporoc was utterly misorable, since ovon before
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the war the foods were entirely imported. Under the

lcadership of the military authorities every offort was exerted
to bo self-sufficient in order to overcome the shortago.

But the docreasc of food for PW's was indood unaveidablo.
Howovor, their rations wore more or less equal to those

of Japaneso soldiorss During the worst days the daily

ration became, as I romembor, 300 grams per diem.

Tho condition grow worse near tho end of tho war.

9. Mcdical troatment was not refusod and theore
had ncver boen such an act as purposcly rcfusing modical
troatmont or medicine for prisoners.

10, I heard that aftor the war a young officor
was roported attompting to commit atrocities to the
prisonsrs. Genoral ITAGAKI, as I heard, went to tho
trouble of calling tho said officor to his offico and
pationtly persuadoed him to refrain from such conduct and
succoecded in prevonting would~bo violances. itThonever Ly
as tho chiof of P.W. camps and tho détontion camp mado
various requosts in regard to my dutios General ITAGAKI
gave mo a full assistanco as long as tho situation
pormitted and he had nevor brought about an advorso
rosult in tho administration of P.W.s,

On this 15 day of August , 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONENTs SAITO, Sc.. (seal)

I, YAUADA, Henzo horoby cortify that the above statemont
was sworn by the Decponent, who affixed his signaturo and
seal thorcto in tho preosonce of this Witness,

On the same dato

At _soile plaace.

Vitirces; (31 srned ) Y:’d\.h;br‘.. hanzo
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the war the foods were entirely imported. Under tho

leadership of the military authorities every offort was exerted
to bo self=-sufficient in order to overcome the shortago.

But the docreaso of food for PW's was indoed unaveidabYo.
Howovor, their rations were more or less equal to those

of Japaneso soldiors, During the worst days the daily

ration became, as I romembor, 300 grams per diem.,

Tho condition grow worse noar tho ond of tho wars

9. Medical troatment was not refusod and thore
had never boen such an act as purposely rofusing modical
troatmont or modicine for prisonors.,

10, I heard that aftor the war a young officor
was roported attompting to commit atrocities to tho
prisoncrs. General ITAGAKI, as I heard, went to tho
trouble of calling tho said officor to his offico and
pationtly porsuaded him to refrain from such conduct and
succoodod in preventing would~bo violences. #honover L
as tho chiof of P.,W. camps and tho détontion camp mado
various requosts in rogard to my dutios Goneral ITAGAKI
gave mo a full assistanco as long as tho situation
pormitted and he had nevor brought about an advorso
rosult in the administration of P.W.s.

On this 15  day of August , 1947
At Tokyo

DEPONENTs SAITO, Sc.: - (seal)

I, YAuADA, Henzo horoby cortify that the abovo statemont
was sworn by the Deponent, who affixed his signaturo and
seal thoroto in the prosonocc of this Witness.,

On tho samo dato

At _saie place.

Y £l yDA y £anzo
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OATH

In acoordanco with my conscionce I swoar to toll tho wholo
truth withholdirg ncthing und adding nothirnge

AT Scici (socal)
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