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INTERNATIONAL MILITAny TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST 

THE UNI TED STA TES OF AMERICA,. et a 1, 

- vs .. 

ARAKI, Sadao , et al 

SWORN DEPOSITION(Trwiol ntion) 

Deponent• SAITO, Seiei 

Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet 
and in accordanoe with the procedure followed in my country 
I hereby depose as follows . 

AFFIDAVIT OF SAITO, Seiei 

1 . I was born on the 6th October, 189 1, 
My pr esent add ress is 73, Chiba dera - cho, Chiba-shi, 
Japan. 

At tho timo of surrende r I was Major General . 
2 . I held the post of Chief of Jay a War Pr isone rs Camp at 

Batav i a from August 1942 until Ma rch , 1944, and served as tho 
Chie f of Malay War Prisone r s Comp Singa p ore during the periods 
from March , 1944 till tho ond of wnr, August 1945. Conourrontly 
I was the chiof of .Malay ru ilitary Dotontion Camp (detention 
of nai • military civilians) . 

3. Aftor the end of war I wa s detained at a prison in 
Singa poro from 9th Sept. , 1945 . On 30 January 1947 I was 
r ehasod from Changi pr ison and returned to Japan in 
May 1947 . As to the troatme nt of prisone r s , both milita ry 
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or civilian, I have not been quest io ned in any way . 
Uno_ of m)'.'. sub oJ:.liJna.to of-f- ioer-s-, Capta-i -n 'l!-A~A&HI , 

ZOmpei-;-wh-o- w..oi:ked at the P . w . camp from 1-942 until a 
half yea r prior to tne- suN4)nd.ei:,, als o was freo from any 
a cousa ti on and r otu rned to Japan in tne f\a-l-l Qf 1 947 . 
He had so rvod espooia lly a s tho man in oha r go of Cb~ 
~e At ion camp ·wtre-n-1-wa-e-the-camp oh-i-0-t.. 

4 . Whon I was the chief of the Malay P . W. Camp, 
tho Com~ando r-in -Chie f of tho 7th Ar ea Army was Genoral 
DOH I HARA , Kenji . Ho was suoceoded by Genera l ITAGAKI , 
So i shi ro , at t he ond of April 1945 . 

5. The Commander-in - Chief of tho Aroa Army was 
in direct command of P . W. camps and the military detention 
camps , but orders cove r ing the overall •mgenmt d pt isono r s wore 
issuod by Commander-in-Chief of tho S outhern Army Marshal 
TERAUCHI and recoived thr ough tho Ar ea Army . 

Cl ose liaison had b oen kopt wi th the central authoritios 
(Wa r prisone r s Information Buroau) and I attonded the con ­
fe r once of tho Chiefs of P.w. camps hold in Tok yo in 
July 1942 and Docombor 1 948 . 

I can dofinitoly stato that I had neve r roooived an 
ordor or suggestion f r om any of thoso pe rson s rofor r od 
to e.bovo to maltroat p risonors or g ive them inhuman 
treatmont. 

6 . Tho troatmont , labor task and punishme nts of 

~~!s~~~~~sw~~r t~~o~~=~~8 ~o~~~~~~fti~s t~~dl~:s~P~~~~iations 
rogulations or policy was put into praoti~o . Thoro had 
boon no violation of tho abovo laws , ro gula tions and 
ordors . 

7 . No labor task which had any d i r o ct r o la ti on \Yi th 
oporation had e vo r boon imposod upon p ris ono rs. Tho PW "d J 

who did wor k woro givon 600 g rQms of staplo food , tho 
samo amount as givon to tho army troops . I don' t think 
tho working hours woro oxcossivo in compar l son with thoso 
of laborors in gono ral . 

8 . Tho food Rituntion i~ ~rlay area booamo 
oxtromo ly oritical around tho timo whon tho Allied Forcos 
intonsifiod thoir at~ a o ks RO that both soldio r s and 
oitizons oonfro1.tv 1 

1 it h g r eat diff ioultios in obtaini ng 
p r ov isions . Tho military ratio ns w'3 ro llod u ood fr om 600 
g r ams to 400 gr ams and t hc1:1 0 flHbsidiary foods such as moat , 
vog_otablos, fi sh , o tc . grow vory scarco . The situat i on 
i n S ingaporo was uttorly misorablo , since ovon bofor e 
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the war the foods were entirely importod . Under t ho 
loadershi p of tho military authorities o vory eff or t was exer ted 
to bo so lf-s uffioiont in order to over c orno tho shortago . 
But the doc reaeo of food for PW's was indood unaveidab!o. 
Howovor, their rations wore more or less e qual to thoso 
of Japaneso soldio rs. During tho worst days tho dai ly 
r ation becamo , as I r omembor, 300 g rams pe r diem . 

Tho cond ition g r ow worao near tho end of t ho war. 
9 . Mcdioal trontmo n t was not re fusod and tho r o 

had novor boen such an act as purposely refusing modical 
troatmo nt or modicino for p risone rs. 

10. I hoard that aftor tho wa r a young offico r 
wa s rop orted attompting to oommit atrocitios to tho 
p r ison'J rs . Gono r a l ITAGAKI , as I h ea r d , wont t o tho 
t roublo of c a lling tho s a id o.ffioor to his of fico a nd 
pationt ly po rsuadod h i m to rofrain from such conduct and 
succoodod in preventing would - bo viole nces . Nho ne vor I , 
as tho chiof of P. w. camps and tho d•ton t i on c a mp mado 
various reques ts in regard to my dutios Gono r a l ITAGAK I 
gnvo mo a full assistance as long as tho situat ion 
po rm ittod a nd he h ad no vo r b r ought about an ad v o rs o 
r osu lt in tho a dmini3trntion of P.W. s . 

On this 15 day of August , 1947 

At Tokyo 

DEPONENT s S A I TO , Sc._·- · (sea l) 

I 1 Yf\j_tli'JJ1~ 1 Hcnzo ho r o by co rtif y that tho ab ovc s t a tomo nt 
was sworn by tho Do pono n t, wh o affixod his signatur o and 
soal thoro to in tho p r o sonnc of this Witness . 

. . . . 

-· 

On tho snmo d a ta 

At sane plc.oo. 

~--'Y~J-Ji-~i.'\_D_A •• ~h~cn:~Z~O----~~---'seal) 
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the war the foods were entirely importod. Under tho 
l e ade rship of tho military authorities ovory effort was exerted 
to bo self-suffioient in order to overoomo tho shortago. 
But the docreaso of food for PW's was indood unaveidab!o. 
Howovo r , thoir rations wore more or less equal to those 
of Japaneso soldlors . During tho worst days tho daily 
ration booamo , as I r omembor , 300 grams pe r diom . 

Tho condition grow worao near tho end of tho war. 
9 . Medical trontmont was not refus od and thoro 

hnd novo r boen suoh an act as pur posoly r e f using medical 
tro a tmont or medicine for p risone rs. 

10. I hoard that aftor tho war a youn~ offioor 
was roported attompting to oommit atroc1tios to tho 
prlsono rs. General ITAGAKI , as I heard, wont to tho 
t roublo of calling tho said offioo r to his of fice and 
pationtly po rs uadod him to refrain from such conduct and 
succoodod in preventing would-bo vio lonces. ;vhonover I, 
as t ho chiof of P.w. camps and tho d•tontion ca mp mado 
various r equosts in r egard to my dutios Gono r al ITAGAKI 
gnvo mo a full assistanoo as long as tho situat ion 
pormittod a nd he had no vo r brought about an advo rso 
rosult in tho a dminis t ration of P.W.s. 

On th is 15 d uy of Auc;ust , 1947 

At Tokyo 

DEPONENT s SAITO , Sc._·.:_ · (s o a 1 ) 

I, YflJ..;ilw.:. .. , Hcnzo hor oby co rt ify that tho above s t atomo nt 
was swor n by t ho Doponont, who affixed his signnturo and 
soal tho r o to i n tho pr o sonoo of this Witness . 

.. . ; 
\\lu 

' . .. ... ~ ... 
;.l('Cb4 _. 

On tho sumo da to 

At SCJ.lC pl~oo . 

~--'Y~1-~_J1~~-D~A~·....-h~wi~z.o._ __ ~~---(seal) 
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OATH 

?n ncoord a~ro w~th my con~n\o noo I swea r to t o ll tho wholo 
t ruth withhold i ii~ nt-+.~i·1{, ur;..: a..!J i ?"g nothir.g . 

I I 

0 / S/ ~ A:L T : ·--"'---- {sonl) So i c i 

1· 
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