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UNITED NATIONS VAR CRIMES COMISSION
(Research 0ffice)
(R/G/8/8/a) ' , ERRATUM
Sumary of Informatiom
No. 37

PRISONERS OF WAR IN GERNY.

1. The name of Bormann's Deputy was given in the Interrogation
Report (CSDIC (UK) JRGG. 315 C) on Page 7 of Annex 1, lines 20 and 28,.of
Sumary of Information No. 37, as Priedrich. This is evidently a mistake
for Obergruppenfihrer Friedrichs (Helmuth), who is described in the P.I.D.
"Who's Who", Part II, as "Deputy Head of the Chancery of the Party." The
spelling of the name should be corrected also on page 2, line 9, and on
rage 14, line 4, of Summary No. 37.

2. In Annex 1, page 4, the reference numbers of the Interrogation
Report (CSDIC (UK) JRGG 315 C) should be inserted under the heading.
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ANNEXE -TI.

C 0 P¥. andrasy A, e N e .~ TOP SECRET.
, G:iR.G.C. 315 (C Pt s Lot
Generalma jor WESTHOF:'!s (WD) verbatim acoomt of -+,

the shooting of the 50 Allied PV from Stalag Luft
= 3 SAGAN, March;- 194k,
(from stenog'aphic notos)

g e

'Jv‘ ."". Ve k

Lwes in charge of the 'Goneral dep&rtment (Abteilmg 'Allgemein'%
when the shooting of the escaped RAF FY from Stalag-Luft 3 t-ok place. t

& was -the first ococasion on which Feldmarschall KEITEL had sent for me. I went 1
with General v. GRAEVENITZ. ' Ho had been seat for ani I was to accompany him. = e
A cortain mumber of officers had escaped:from the SAGAN camp. -~ T don't remenbér 3
how many, but I belicve about eighty. Fhen we ontered, the: 'Feldz:nrschall'
Was very oxcitod and norvous and said: “"Gentlemon, this is a’'bad business!"
Vo' wore alwnys blaned whoneyor o7 T oscaped—we couldn't ie thonm to’ our’ apran
strings! _ "his morning GURING roproachod moe in the prosence of HIMMIER for -
ha.v:.ng lot some more P escape. . It was unhcard of,".. Then tney must have had 3
& row.because. the camp didn't come undor us, it wes o GAF.camp. 411 GiF P
camps; came diroccotly undor the GAF itself, but:the inspoctor of PW camps was in
charge of all camps for inspection purposos. " Lwmsn't inspector yot. .
General v, GRAEVENITZ was inspector, and 2llcarrs came under him in mtters - :
eoncerning inspootion and adrinistrations GbRING blaned KEITEL fcr kaving lot
those men escapoe. Thaese constant escapes werc o bad show.  Then HDMMIER
interfored—I can only. say what the 'Foldmarschall' told us—and he complained
that he'd have to prov:lde another 60,000 or-70, 000 nen.os 'Inndm.chen' s ctc. 3

; : Foldmarschall KEITEL soid to us: - "Gcntlemon, those escapes must stop,.

L We must set on oxample. Ve shall'take very sovore measurcs. I caenonly - :
_tell you that the mon who have escaped-will be shot; probably the majority' of

“ tneix arc doad 2lready."  KEITEL said that to us at the conference. We were

; ; anazed as that was 2 concoption we had noever como across before.  The affair

mst have happoned in March. e were sent to the 'Feldmarschall' in BERLIN 2

foz days after the cscapo, not on that account but for some other business,

: Ve kmew thoy'd escoped o.ncl wo wore taken by surprise by that declaration ot

i the conferenco. Genoral v, GRAEVENITZ intorvened at once and said: "Bui

' Sir, that's out of tho quostion. Escape isn't a dishonourable offence.

™t is spocially 1aid down in the convention." . He raised these objoctions,

vhercupon KEITEL said: "I don't oore 2 darm;.  we.discussed it in the FUHRER's ]

presence ond it cannot be-2ltered.". I cannot recollect the exact details—
HLSILER and the FUHRER must havo arrangod it 'bqtmon thon, as we returned
aftor that. . ' ST : '

Canps only roport to us after oscapos have beon made or else waen the

"‘sdscapoes havo beon caught,” The camp rcports:: so-and-so many have been
caught. But in this cose nonc of our mon had shot any of the Fii; I made
enquiries at once. None of them had been shot by 2 soldier but by Gestapo
men only, or elso police sontries. That proves.that probably HIZIER—of
course I don't knaw whethor he made the suggostion to the FUHRER or how they

arranged it—it should be possible to find that out from clrMIG who vas

present at the conference. Naturally I don't knowe. At any rate it dis a
clear fact that our men didn't shoot any of them; they must all have been
shot by police moen. Thoy weren't handod over to the police; they iere
caught by them. Usually when Pi7 werc caught by the nolice thoy were
roturnod to our camp and we passod sentence on theme But in this
particular case only those caught by our people weroe brought back to the
camp, that is,; those caught by soldicrs.
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"1 heard from the representative of the protecting power, Hexr NAVILIE (?) of
: S‘YI!I‘ZERLAND He then-drove there and it was only tnrough him that I found out ]

" the Gestapo dealt with.the affair. At any rate we didn't get any news and so
it was pointed out to the 'Feldmarschall! that such a state of affairs was

_received .strict orders not to telk-to enyone about it. Nothing was allowed to
- ‘be-put down in‘writing either. ° Apart from that; we ourselves-were faced with

4R WL N e o paew . a—————

‘that he had been in the camp and had been told by the camp leader that, the people H

.something,. It:would have beén impossible for theém to escape again. Then we
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I don't know whether the *Landvacht! came under HIMHIER in such a case
or nots I can't tell you exactly, 28 I'm not sure. HIMMLER calls out the
'Londwacht's==it is not our. rcspons.:.bility. HDOMAER gave them their assignments
ds they have ‘police functions. W¢ had no authority to give them ordersi I can
safely say that the military didn't shoot any of them; Iﬁbaa a. report sent me at
once:and told Cereral von GRAEVENITZ: "Sir,. the only th:lﬁ‘g we .can do is to see
ihot no Airty business is corried out whore we are in charge." The 'Landwavht' i ]
under HIMMIFR, is the Gestapo's rcsponsibility,” brd we could do nothing about ite :
W vere faced with a fait accompli. Ganeral v,' GRAEVENITZ who was the man an-
cerned immeaiatcly pointed it out to the 'Fe li'zmrschall' and said: "That's quite i 1
impossible,. we can't shoot any people.® And how “the shooting was carried out =5 i

that the people were apparently in prison at GURLITZ. Herr NAVIIZE (?) told me

were supposed to be in prison at GURLITZ. The PW had expressed their opinion
about it and had said it would have been quite: impossible for these. pecple to 2 5
have escaped again. They were closely watched and were, I believe, shackled or 4

turned to the Gestapo, because we had to f£ind cut the order of ghe events, also
for the Foreign Office, and asked them to give infcrmﬂtion as to how the men met
their death. . I-still haven't got that infoma.tion tothis day. I myself went
to the Gestapo and said: "I need the documents.” - Then I vet the Foreign'
Office on to it only after the mibject hed been forbidden.. We exchanged
correspondence with the Gestapo. ' Afte:-mrds I think Gruppenfthrer MULIER at

impossible, ‘that we had to get in’ oomm:.ca.t;ion with the Foreign Office. Then
he emphatically stated that it was forbidden ‘to’ get into touch with the Foreign
Office. * Then the affair was raised in ;the House of Commons in ENGLAND and -
then a note was sent by our side. . Then'I was quite suddenly .called up by
Admira). BIRKNER (?) of .the Foreign Department (Amtsgnxppe Ausland) in the OKW,
which .keeps contact with the Foreign Office. - He called me up by. telephone at
night-and goid: 9"The 'Feldmarschall' has givanme orders to prépare an answer
for ENGLAND immodmtcly. i What isg it el aboat? ‘I don't know anything about
the case." ‘I said: "Herr’ Admiral, I'm sorry, but Generzl von GRAEVENITZ

" -&n accomplished fact.... This order was appaxently issued by Hmm end the

position was such. that we could do nothing more at 2ll about it. ‘Then he

‘wanted me to tell him about the affair. . So I was only- ablc'to say to ‘hims

"I only know what Herr NAVILIE (?) told me, that's all. ‘I made various
attempts- to approach the Gestapo to get thc reports for tlie Foreign Office.
I'm sorry, but I cen't get themi” . Then tho Foreign Office itself got into
touch. and took charge of this affair. Then another of my men, Oberstleutnant
KRAFFT, went to BERCHTESGADEN while I was on 2 journey. At that time 2 note
to ENGLAND was to-be prepored. . Then when we read this note to ENGLAND in
the newspaper we-mere all- absclutely token aback. We al'l. clutched our heads:
Mod! We could do noth:.pg‘ abeut the affair. :

Genemlinspek’wur bcne:.al mmm had noth:.ng to d.o with :Lt, nothing at
all,:. Hc -did not ha.wmyrmna.inthc affair at all. He was completely
excluded from it:by the fact that these matters were taken out of his hands,
apparently at that confercnce with the FUHRER in the morning, that's to say
the conference “between H]J;&HER, Feldmarschall KEITEL and GGRJNG, which took =
place in the FUHRER!'s my2rence. . The FUHRER himself always took & hand in
%@ﬁmw?ﬁ;%ﬁ For thot reason it was always a frightful

attle for us, we werc pu ghtful pressurc. Then the matter was
alwnys so hanled that “he OXW got blamed from above for our being too slack
with the ¥V, and fcr allowing them much too much freedom. We always said .
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“the Genevp Convention wns binding for us. Tho.t s the perpetua.l struggle.
“/'Tho’affairs went so far that if we ever received reports from American or
“iicanedian camps, or frot English camps for Germans, and there were any points
A «' in the:report which could possible lead: to trouble, as is the:case in every
> “PW campy I always told my departmental staff: "For heoaven's'sake, don't lect's
9% pags thap up any higher", unless it was one from higher authority. "We won't
: gg.ad it up any. higher;' we we'll deal with it hare, for otherwise it will only -
o ad ‘to unnecgssary frictioni? So, as far as my office was concerned,
o "“' ‘everiything wos done with respect to PW matters which could be ‘done.  Unless _
H4u1 " 'y ‘were . absolutely forced to do otherwise, the 'Inspcktour'.of PW camps ° AT |
"' ocertainly used to keep to the Convention. The protectirg power will be able
i R - 'prove that.. All the officers who have worked with me oculd prove that. : B
TRVE "Wo'always hold thosc courses in VIENNA, the point of which was to aoquaint the . - !
M officens with.the Convontion and to tell them of the diffioulties, that we 1
"+ " ‘were bound to kecp to the Oonvention, but tha% as everyono interfered in: A :
matters relating to PW, our life wos made extremcly hard. Tha.t as the two- 2
yca.r long struggle which I carr:l.ed on., - .52y

: General K)M"‘IG, as fn.r as. T know, was only onoe with Peldmarsohall
_+ KEITEL altogether, clthough'he came direétly under the 'Feldmarschall's
I.I'. Genera} ROETTIG came to see me sbout three months before the post was
‘. abolished, and comploined that he never saw the 'Feldmorschall’ at all, and
:-.,thnt he was treated altogether like scmeone entirely superfluous. , So I said
. -%o him: "Sir, I consider that you are just 'be:lng used for window d.vend.ng
~.Thatts my. op:.niqn. If Feldmarschall KEITEL is attacked he can say to HIMALER:
“"There you are, I can't do more than that. I even appointed a GOC whose sole
“Job-that is, and who kas to see to it tha: no PV escaped. He has to check up
.~ on the camps to see that everything is in order; and to see that there's no
" negligenoce thers." That's my personal opinion of General BOETTIG's position.
'“ .When he heard about the shooting, ROEITIG olasred his head in his hands, as we
Joen did, . I aidn't sleep a wink for nights on-end. After oll, one does have
-~ one's feelings of honours But we couldn't do anything about it.  When we came .
" home, so-and-so-many people had been shot already. As it was done by the .
_* - -'Gestapo, what could you do? Hond in your resignation? It wouldn't have been
& il aocepteds I went to see General- SCHMUNDT and begged him to: re]aaae e from
' the Jobs., ' But 4% couldn't be done. Wi

P T- only know on order existed that on]y offioers and, I 'believe, only
| - .- “thdse who .were caught.by the Gestapo should be honded over to thems  This must
| 7 ¥ nnhave happened whilst General, van GRAEVENITZ was still’ there. Intelligonce

; * /. wesn't my department; itiwas' a separate OKW brench. = The intelligence branch
‘ _ provided Intelligence officers for FW vamps. They came under the Intelligence
*"."  Brunch of the OKW. They were attached to us. I know that the order existed,
©- = but I.con't.say for certain whether all men were: to be hended ‘over or whether
A the Gestapo could only keep thoso they eaught thsmselvee. These orders were
alwoys issued ut HDMIER's instigation. 55

ey 6 receivod a report from the camp aay:lmg so-and=-so many men had been

shot whilst attempting to escape. I didn't hear “rom the Gestapo at all.
It's like this: the reports are sent to the camp. Then the camp informed

~ us that a certain numbcr of men had been recaptured and a certain number shot.
Things are reported in that way. The Gestapo sent me no information whatso-
evor; they merely told us casually, whenever we made enquiries, that they'd
recaptured a certain numbors  The 'Feldmerschall'(+) gave us detailed instruc-
tions to publish a list at the camp, giving thc names of those shot, 2s a
warning.  That was done. That was a direct order which we couldn't disobey.
We used to objeot to such cases, but if we had opposed all the oonstant]y—
recurring orders we should always have had rows.

Apparently e..

(+) Keitel.
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‘Otrargebietsleiisr! or something of the sort,- called FRIEDRI? "For me the -

""¢o@sr to sbeighten mtters out. It is quite out of the question.”

“Comps. ' A1l Adir Force -BW. camps.nod GAF: comandints. . They .came inder, GAF but,

% these instructions, regerding. the treatment of Pi. ' As a result we also sent’
* “hem instructicns -as regords trentnont. They were tied by these instructions
'.'ov:t i couldn't get at the B as such. Our rélations ','d.th the GAF camp at

“orought beflerd & cmn't-mn.rfial “hecause those people -smped. In thet

5

“the cact thet ~w.garc troops w2 not concerned. This decision, presumably
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Apparently tne bodies viere turnt and the ashes put into wmns and sent
to the camp. ' For tho burinl the I/ -arranged with the protecting power' that they
should be alliowed to crect a nice .nc“.ment, vhich they made themselves. Before
the biwial the Camp Cemmandont sunt me & photograph of the monument. I kept the
phﬁograph and didn't pass it on as I feared it would give rise to more a..ﬁ':.-
cultizs. - I snid toiOberstlewmant KRAFFT: ."Ve shall’ oply scnd the report -
mgar-’iing the awrivel of the urns o Higher Authority. — latters of this aort
wers elways passed to Higher ‘uphority. 'They went to the Party Chancellery and
thon'there was hecll to pay.  The crematicn of dead PW is forbidden. - There
werc alwayc insuructions to: that ‘effects  Whenever anything was done or was
planned to be done contrexry to the Convention I used to go to the department
sbove ond' say:  "That:is’ contrary to the Convention. I should like to draw your |
cpac:.al -attention to.it., ' Ve ccnnot do this,"  However, difficulties were laid
in ow path frem all'siGes. Wnenover I addressed . the ot‘f:lcer s corps and said: .
"Geatlemen, we cnly act aocording to the Comrention," sameone, from Higher = |
Authority, from the Farty Clmnoolle*y, arrived the following da.y and said: - ;
"Gentlaemen, - the' Conveniion is a scrap of paper, which doesn't interest us."
I was at ¢ coaference at the Party Chanceliery. - BORMANN's deputy. was present.
Vid-ware discussing the.Convention and I told. BIRIANN's deputy, who was an -

Couvention is valid. The FUARER crdered it anB'I Yo to it. Unless
I rceceive différentorders from higher a.uthority I cennot disregard the. Con-
vention. - jrcidentally it is utter nonscnse for you to tell me"—it vas.a
large canferoncc, including members of all the Ministries—"that I should  i:*
disregard the Convention when, cn' the othe. hand,, .the proteoting powar never - !
tokce its .ere off mo. . : Then:.I hav. to make a report to thq Fox:eign Office, in K,

i dad sk i

Vaeropon RICH ‘seid: “Gontlemen, that.is of no importance." That was 7
'lyuiml of "‘huy could:-do- as thiey pleased- None of us had any. say in -
matturs, rda: roar of the concentration camp was. always at. the back of our m:lnds,
8B they'l pm. us 3:1 their 'blnck bnoks. :

AT potiodis

" "‘he Air Eorce P.'r‘ camps wers under GAF administm'd.on. xItatlwaya .
:eg;etted this. - Apparertly,: whon PW administiation was.being set up, GBR]NG v ]
saic: "No, Air Force FW are a.GAF.concern.. Ve, shall put them in our own

ti.; @liso sunc under ihe. 'Wehrkrcis! Director of FW and’ also of the Chief of-
PW comps, in matters wegarding treatment.  For instanoe, PW in operational
zones didn't:come -under us, but under-the, 'Oberquartiermeister'. . However, in
masters concerning: treatment. they camé under us because ‘the (KW had-issued all

T were. always. of the bost. . Oberst von LINDEINER, an old GAF officer, was }
""up .,ommndnnt at the time, e came a cropper over this busincss. Ho m ,

particular camp 101 tumnels hrd been dug. He found 100 of them but not thc

luls%, by which they gat awoy. I told the P-Y- "Well, gentlemen, the

Convention c1llows you to attempt cn escape, we. admit that much, but you :
mctn't think the coutry in which you are imprisoned won't try and prevent this."
‘There was a tagic ru‘e vhich was actually an order by the 'Feldmarschall':

“/ny comrendant vho has o mass attempt at escape 'in his camp shall be brought
before o court-martial." - We hod commandants vho had been before courts-martial
on four or five occasions. ~ The Lir Force FW comps came under the REICHSMARSHALL,
bta2cause he avpointced the commandants himself. The Naval and Army camps came :
wnocr ovr command. . The,GAF had its own comps, also in metters of administra-
tion. We didn't build then, the GAF did. At the time it was their oonstruc-
tion ®.: ish or scmﬁth:mg of the sort. Obcrst WALDE was Lead of GAF PW adminis- \
tration av .o w Joce. . He only had a.fow camps. . Ve also gotthe reportes from
“heir cmp+. CUTNG and ‘the’ 'Feldmarschall' can give information regarding

the . se2nti_ls of his m.tter, as they discussed it with the FUHRER. . The

"707dmay 3¢ 211t ine cructed us to worls out detailed orders, as we had’ to confirm

-
’

z con\illg see
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coming from the FUHRER, gave the matter into the hands of HIMMIER and the

Gestapo. Things werc now out of our hands. We insisted immediately, and

said: "Not one of our men touch the F¥. The PW whom we vatch arc sent back

to our camps." We issued orders to that effect. I reported to the !'Feld-

marschall' on three occasions in all, always in the presence of any superior

_ officer. On one occasion with General von GRAEVENITZ; that was on that -
occasion. The second occasion was when I was ordered to see HIMMIER by Feld-

marschall KEITEL, when I saw him subscquently on account of the recruiting of

British PW and ha reproached me for opposing the recruiting.. The third

.occasion was when General REINECKE and I saw KEITEL about the handing over of - ;

PW to HIMMIER; KBITEL was intending to hand the whole show over to HDMMLER

when I drew his attention to the following fact: "Sir, that is out of the

question; that can't be done. = The protecting power and enemy states will

. object to having anything to do with HOMMLER. I think it a very risky thing

~for. the OKW to withdraw from PW administration." General REINECKE raised the

' ‘same objections. Whercupon KEITEL decided to-let us retain a small section.

We were told: "all men who get away are to be shotl" The 'Feld=

marschall' prohibited anything concerning this to be put into writing.

Nothing at all. - Only the camp was to be informed in order to put them in the
picture. I discussed the matter with GRAEVENITZ once more. I can't tell you
the exact details any more. We contacted the Gestapo regarding t¢he return of
the bodies. We had to have them backs Then von GRAEVENITZ lect for the front.
I then said to Oberstleutnant KRAFFT: "I won't do it like that. ~I'm going to .
cover myself at all costs,.so that we're not involved in it afterwards. It's
true ths 'Feldmarschall' has forbidden it to be put in writing, but I want.to
have it in writing. It rust be signed by the +" Contrary t6 Feld-
marschall KEITEL's orders—I pretended that I hadn't understood properly— I
worked the thing out on paper. I said to Oberstleutnant KRAFFT: I want to
have the word 'shoot' included, so that KEITEL can see it in writing. He may
adopt a different attitude .then." VWhen I got the thing back he had written the
"following in the margin: "I didn't definitely say 'shoot'; I said 'Hand over to
the Police or hand over to the Gestapo.'" So that was a partial climb down.

We axranged with the 'Feldmarschall' to have the matter submitted to the
FOHRERe We had' the feeling that there was something not quite in order. It
was to be done in such o way that the Gestapo, that is to say,. lmmmx.mtodo
it in his way and we were to do it in our way. The 'Feldmarschall' didn't
want to go to the FUHRER alone, he wanted HIMMIER to do something from the other
side at the same time, and that was to be done simultaneously. So on instruc-
tions from the 'Feldmarschall! we worked out this order and then said to the
Gestapo: "Here, this is to be put before the FUHRER, because it's impossible on
any lower levels" But that kept on being drawn out, and at that time I had an
ever-growing conviction that something was not in order. Nobody wanted to
approach -the FUHRER with this affair. In the end I couldn't get where I wented
with this affair. So I went to BEERLIN myself=it was the only time I ever saw
KALTENBRUNIER—and I said to KALTENBRUNNER: "This matter is still outstanding.
It should be submitted to the FUHRER. It can't carry on like this. A decision
must be made sometime, but apart from that I.am of the opinion that the whole
affair should be droppeds The whole thing is madness. It has already let us
into so much unpleasantness, and is'so monstrous that I am still of the opinion
that this affair should either be stopped in scme woy, or the FUHRER be dissuaded
from continuing it any further. Then nothing more was done about it, and no
order was issued either. KALTENERUNNER was a very quiet person, he hardly ever
spoke at all, I said to him: "We're all clear about it, and the English in
particular only escape for the fun of it., The English have never yet made
difficulties for us by mass escapes; they have their escape committee in the
camp." We all knew that. No onec was allowed to attempt escape without informing
the escape conmittee. He had to inform them and was then prepared by them for
the escape. . After that ho hadtogetawayandifhamoaughthﬂputui"’ith
that and gave no trouble,

I cannot ...
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" saw their point of view and said: "That's nonscnse. - Either they give their

I connot remember: hnv:mg received any reopcerts saying the W having

.+ Committed any sehotage or cspioncge efter they escapede I also always

cprosed the idoa of, for instance, English officers going for walks with a
sentry after they'd given their word of honour nst to escapc. -  The English
officors corpleined, o5 this wes againgt thoir sense of honour. I immediately

word of honour and we let them:go out on the strength of that, or else I don't [
ask them to give their word and scnd them out under- guard."

PRI
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: , : ANNEXE II. . X
: ‘ ‘ : 2 - . 2
 SECRET. g (R/G/16/74) %
: FRE E. < '
SUPREME HEADQUARTERS e
ALLIED EXPEDITIONARY FORCE
. PSYCHOLOGICAL WARFARE DIVISION
INTELLIGENCE SECTION. - :
Reference: 202 - : Disseminated by PWD en 27.6.19:,5.

The following matenal is released by SHAEE authorj,ueg FREE. - e, ] ‘
NO ms'rmcnous QN USE. i

- ‘)
. 1

Subject:  CXW ORDERED CONCENTRATION CAMP SHOOTINGS OF' ALLIED PWs.
: : By order of the German High Command (OKW), quoted
‘in a top secret Gestapo decree of k4 March 1944, Allied
officers and NCOs escaping from FPW. camps (ez 2pt British
and American P¥s whose treatment was to be decided in-
dividually) were upon recepturc to be handed over to
Seourity Police (Sipo) and Security Servioce (SD) offices.
The OKW:-was fully awarc of this gross violation of
International Law, as can be scen from the precautions
taken to guard against news about this order leaking out,
or action takon upon it, to other PWVs, to the general
public, the International Red Cross, representatives of
the protecting power or any other inquirer. .
The Gestapo decree based on the OKW order direots
the transfer of recaptured PiWs to Concentration Camp
Mauthausen, vhere they were to be treated under "Aktion
Kugel". Again, signifiéant security measures are ordered
along with the decree. _
Affidavits furnished by French officers who were 5
detained as Bs at Camp Mauthausen during 1944, give details
of the fatal treatment meted out under "Action K or Kugel”
(Bullet Action). "K"-PWs wore not registered at the camp,
but upon arrival were taken to the so-called "bathroom .
where they were shot individually by means of a measm.ng
apparatus (automatic rclease of a bullet upon touch),
exterminated in groups by gas.
The Gestapo document is translated in full.
Extracts from the French officers' sworn statement
are appended. ‘

Translation: § i
GESTAPO - Oologne Office
Out-gtation Aachen.
Nr-ZS/M;.. EcRso
Transmit ‘as Seorct. Treat as Top Secret.

DOR. BERLIN NUE 19 507 l{-o 3' 33' MBO e
To all Stapo Branch offices, with the exoeption of Pra.gue a.nd Brno,~
Sipo and SD inspectors.

Subjeot: Measures against recaptured PV offieers and non=working NCOs.,
with the exception of British and /imeriean PWs,

The OKW has issued the following order:

1. Every escaped PW officer and non-working NCO with the exception of

British and fimerican Pis, no matter whether he escaped in transit or whether

the escape was made en masse or individually, is to be handed over upon

recaptm'e to Chief, Security Police (Sipo) and Security Service (SD) BB
»
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under "Grade III".

2. The handing over of FWs to Sipo ond SD vwill in no circumstances be made |
inowvn officially. Other Pis must, thercfore, in no.case gain knowledge of _ |
fellow Pi/s -having been recaptured. Raca‘attn'cd Pis-are to be reported to the -

Tichrmacht Information Oflice as "escapod and not recaptured". Their mail is :
tc be 1rea’‘ed acsordingly. Representatives of the protecting power, the g |
International Red Cross and other welfare organizations are to be given the : ]
sam2 informoation upon inquiry. L i

3. Recoptured British ond .merican Py officgrs and non=-worldng NCO's are at
first to be kept under guard amay from PW-camps and out of sight of other |
Fic. If suitable accommodation is not available in Wehrmacht buildings they
1) be kept under Police arrest. In individual cases /xmy Commands will at
¢nce apply ic Chief/PW matters, OKW, for a decision about the handing over of
such FWs tc Chief Sipo and SD.

¥ith reference to the above 1 order the following ' s ¥ 3
‘1. Stapo Dranch ch offices will take over recaptured Pis.from Stalo.g -
Ccrucadants ond transfer them to.Concentration Camp Mouthausen in the usuxl :
woanner, unlesg circumstances indicate transfer by. special transport.  PWs are
w0 be chu:Lned en route, but not on the woy to the station where the public has
C.CCCo8B .. Camp Commandant Mauthausen is to be notified that transfer is tald.ng
place 'mi.er "Aktion Kugel". - Stapo branch offices will moke mere statistical
revorts nbout transfers every six months, beginning 5 July 1944 !pred.se]ﬂ
Tncse reports are to be hecaded "Tream'mt of recaptured B officcrs under

JAktion Kugel". In exceptional circumstances reports will be made immedictely.
Stapo or anch off'n.ees have to kcep exaot lists.

%Z. OK has 'boen asked to direct’ PW camps that in the :Lnterest of eamouflnge
rceaptured Pis be first handed over to local Stapo offices and not to Mauthausen
nqubt]o "

7« Recoptured British and imerican officers and non-working NCOs are to be
takon under police'arrest at the Stapo office locality, if suitable Wehrmacht
£Temiscs are not available. - As. polire prisons arc already overcrowded, Stapo
offices will teke over rocaptured P¥s’ only if the Wehrmacht is really wnable
to make ruitable premises available. .- The matter of accommodation will be
discussed with Stalag commandants immda.ute}x after rcoeipt of this order.
For sccurity rcasons it is not admissible that rocaptured Pils be accommodated
cutside lolice prisons. c.g. ey in labour reforn cagps.

“&e  In the cvent of eseaped W officers and non-working NCOs, with -the
exeen'tion of British and imerican PWs, being recaptured by Pclice authorities,
thoy need not be handed over to Stalag Commandants after their cases have been
cleareds Stalag will be notified of recapturc and will be asked to arrange
fer trausior wnder "Grade ITI". Recaptured British and American officers and
non-7ox'cing NCOs will always be hended over to Wehrmacht authorities.

5. Iocul and Kreis Police authorities will not be informed of this decree.
Chief Sipo and SD, IV D 5 d, B.Nr.61/44 Grs.

Signed (for): Mueller
SS=-Gruppenfushrer.
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Appendix: ; _
Extroots from affidavit subscribed and sworn to on 13 May 1945:

"In Mauthausen existed several treatments of prisoners, amongst
them the "Aotion K or Kugel" (Bullet Action). Upon the arrival of
traroports, prisoners with the mention "K" were'not registered, got no
numbers and their names remaincd unknown exocept for the officials of the;
Politisohe Abteilung..."

"The K prisoners were token directly to the prison where they were
wnclothed and token to the "bathrooms"—  This bathroom in the cellars
of the prison building near thc orematory was specially designed for
executions ( shooting and gassing). .

The shooting took place by means of & mcasuring appnratus.. The
prisoner being backed towords a metricel measure with an automatic
contraption releasing a bullet in his neck as soon.as the moving plank..
determining. hia height touched the top of his head.,

If a transport consisted of too many "K" prisoners, :.ns‘aead -of losing
time for the "measuration" they werec uterminated by gas sent into the
bathroom :Lnsteo.d of water.

"e.o  Re ‘prisoners which did not appear on the enh:'y list of

Mauthausem In such cases the Politische Abteilung very reluctantly used )

to give the information that the camp services had not to take into con-
sideration such missing prisoners ‘because they had been transferred "In
geheimer Roichssache" (Secret Affairs of the Reich) and insisted upon the
oomplete dn.sappearanoe of all traces of the names.

: In ma.r;y cases, due to transmission errors, the fatal "K" indication
was not immediately given with the transfer and followed scveral days or
soveral veeks later..« A4s upon their arrival such "K" prisoners had, by
mistake, received a camp number, they had to disapocar in the Number
Register of the Camp and for this purpose rectification order was made in
the Hllowing hypocritical form "Prisoner X, Noe e...., birth place, birth
date, is actually called (heisst richtig) Prisoner Y, Noe ss..., different
birth place m\d datee. ooo"

NOTE:

The German text of the Order is given in the P.I.D. Report
from which this is quoted.
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EXTRACT, FROM EVALUATION REPORT No. 242. : :
'~ dated August 4th, 1945. ; _ ' : 5T

Extract from notes of a Conference at F.H.Q.. on 27 Jonuary, 1945.

Translotion of extract from notes of a coni'crenoe at F.H Q, on
27 January, 1945. GoerdRg.

@ Goeri__ng: "Nedr Sagtm there are 10,000 capturcd air force oﬁ"ioers.
It is caid that there ere no *ransport facilitics for them. The idea :
has been spoken of ihat the prisoners should be left to their Soviet i
russian Allies. They would get 10,000 fliers." T

E2AEe 1 ST IR A A e SERE G

Hitler: "Why did they not take them awny sooner? That is &~
WSchlamporel sondergleichen" (vema.oular for "insiness and :mefficd.ency
. Without precedent")." : oL

Goerirg: "That is the B'd E.  VWe do not have to do nmythipg vgii,th thate
I car only report it." R

Hitler: * 'Thoy have got to go even if they have to march in the dirt on - ; j
Flot. ~ The Volkastum has t6 be.called up for them. Whoever. ms away . 'l
will e shot. '"hat is to be done with-all possible menns." s [

{

G23ring: "low mzm;, cattle trucks do you nced i‘or 10,000 men?"

Hi%icr: "If we transport them according to German standards we should : e
need ot Jsast 20 transport trains for 10,000 men; if we transport them - 4
ncora:mg to Russian ideas we need five—or three." : ‘

Go '::"Lng. "Take their pants and boots off so that they cannot run away : f
in che snow.? : . "
Tne matter was thon dropped but later et the same conference .')
it vms brought up again, as follows: s g 4
Coering: "The 10,000 pr:.soncrs in Sagan should b> transported by - g
Osormruppenfuclyer Juottner." (+) t\ 1

Hitler: "They will have to be izken out of there by cvery possible meunh‘"'«-f‘

the Voilsstumn wiil have to be sct wp for them with the most emergetic 7 1!
peorlis  Ateurts at flight will be punished with death." s 18y

164 71
Fogclem'"\!e have the men for them who guardc the concentration camps, 0N
that is Obergrupponfuchrer Gluecke,( ++) he should take charge of it."

3

4

1

d'M |
- B X
4 ]
!
|
{

(+) Probably Obergruppenfithrer Hans Jlttner, Chief of SS. Operations B
. Department and of SS. Operations Hecadquarters; permanent: Deputy to ¢ !
ILmler as CIC o f Replacement Army. e

(++) Twidently Yolice Gencral Riehard Gluecks, Commander of Concxaniz'ahon
Samse
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ANNEXE V. 2 \
(SeIeNoe37) :

LIST OF PERSONALITIES MENTIONED IN THIS SUMMARY. '

.

(i

HIMMLER

obrmvG
FRIEDRICH, Bonnzmn's Deputy.
Heinrich MﬁLI.ER Head of the Gestapo Office of the R.S.H.A-

el ]

F.i.eld-Marshal KEITEL, Heod of the O. K.W. ' ]
SS. General Hans J ﬁTTI‘ER Heod of Opera.tions Branoh of the Waffen SS. :

. 88. Lieut. -Genero.l GLUBBKS, Chief of Amtsgruppe D in the W,V.H.A.,
? Commender ot’ all Concentration Camps.
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