
JAPAN'S ACCEPTANCE OF SURRENDER 
 

 

LEGATION DE SUISSE 

WASHINGTON, D.C.  

August 14, 1945  

Sir:  

I have the honor to refer to your note of August 11, in which you requested me to transmit 

to my Government the reply of the Governments of the United States, the United Kingdom, 

the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics and China to the message from the Japanese 

Government which was communicated in my note of August 10.  

At 20.10 today (Swiss Time) the Japanese Minister to Switzerland conveyed the following 

written statement to the Swiss Government for transmission to the four Allied 

Governments:  

Communication of the Japanese Government of August 14, 1945, addressed to the 

Governments of the United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and China:  

With reference to the Japanese Government's note of August 10 regarding their acceptance 

of the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration and the reply of the Governments of the 

United States, Great Britain, the Soviet Union, and China sent by American Secretary fo 

State Byrnes under the date of August 11, the Japanese Government have the honor to 

communicate to the Governments of the four powers as follows:  

1. His Majesty the Emperor has issued an Imperial rescript regarding Japan's acceptance of 

the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration.  

2. His Majesty the Emperor is prepared to authorize and ensure the signature by his 

Government and the Imperial General Headquarters of the necessary terms for carrying out 

the provisions of the Potsdam Declaration, His Majesty is also prepared to issue his 

commands to all the military, naval and air authorities of Japan and all the forces under their 

control wherever located to cease active operations, to surrender arms and to issue such 

other orders as may be required by the Supreme Commander of the Allied Forces for the 

execution of the above-mentioned terms.  

Accept, Sir, the renewed assurance of my highest consideration.  

Mr. Max Grassli 

Charge d'Affairs ad Interim 

Switzerland 

PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/50eb04/


