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EvidE.ntiery Dvcur.Knt l~<.. . 5158 . 
In the r·D ttc.r c. f Jr rrncsc. ~tr cri~cs c.nd i n 
th~ r r ttc r t. f the v r ~ :- fiu fr on bingc-p c...rc t c., 
Lrnilc 4'th July, 'tl ~l !..: t . eq,ttr.~tcr, 1944 . 

-· . ---- ------

/:; I 

~ I, hu . : 533S8 Crpt .. Jcre s Ic.tb<:~ LJ.\,1 .LNC~ c,f the 
f ~.~rd cn Highlrndc:rs, V/it"l rc..i·n~m.nt. h vrc cdclr cc:; E:'t /u-ngesk Old 

?.tense , Glonftrg, r€:l~hshl:-c, nc.l~c c..n'Lh B"ld s~y £.3 follC\'/S:-

1 . I v:r s t.z.kcn rt' i ~cmcl' 'l:i Si ngr por c en the 15th 
Fobruc.ry , 19.12 ~ \.hen tltc :.r· 1 c::. .. h f ~r~c s c~~itulctcd t c, the 

J 
-· t -. - ·t".) ' '' ~ ' ,... ' I '"h d q:encsc . Jn :t .. ·JUJ!"! , r ~ • .i.. · 1:.f. :1.11 ,r.r.,~.L· wes ·1, e n nc,vc;. 

up tc., the Sir.r.:/~1.u-mt l' ~11· 1~y ~tJ l. Dc.; .. ..<•:-bc..::, 1943 .. I was then 
s ent t u Chungkr i til"l. th3 o :..!1 .Jn-:.· , :. <;_A.L . Th"..n C:own to Hovclcck 
Roed Crr.p on Sinc;r pv:n Islcnd -c!'c·11t.·'A.3 t c be:ing e:nbnrkEd on the 
27th June , 1944, on uc.r rd the r!r..Luh."""'.l l 1rr·u. 

2 . The Jrprn~sc c.rg2ni~cd tho cc~9rketi0n end their 
r.1othcd wos tu i;ut enc Pr i t~sh Officer in chr:rge r,,f 150 men . The 
Senior British Offico:r we.s :: Capt . G!EJC·h,. Ther e were 1300 men 
en boar d the ship 1100 Pr:t"t:tsh end 200 tut~h.. There wer e 13 
officers, 10 c,f t h· so \'Iere briti~h end rr.c:?6<.; up c.f 6 Line Officers 
end 3 J10s rnd e r r drc , Cf "the 3 Dutch off'ic(;rs , 2 were Li nc 

\ offic ers and 0nc. l'.O o 
~ The. J Fpaneso in chcr ge (, f the FsW un the ship were 

Sjt. J ot rni end Sgt .. l'ivr.O . The r e \IE;re 2 inter pret ers, n 3rd. 
cless KGr ern Pte . celled ARAI end e lsta clFSS J~penese Fte. 
called tiATSUJ,:OTO . The Jc-pane so office::- i n chrr ge ... f t he t wv 
P\J ships whlch wer e going t o furr- rrr t of the cc.nvoy l eeving 
Singepc.r e wc.s Lto ENO . 1:e , however, trr.vellcd in the other shi p . 

'rT. The ship itself ~ tho h cfuku Lll.rU wcs e car gc, ship 
·t ~f 7000 t uns:- It wes Clyde built in 1902 end given tc. the 

Jepcne se in 1918. Th~y r econditioned it end it had been in 
ser vice ever since ~ The ccrg0 en this occasion consist ed of 
PsW c.nd rubber. Each W hrd t o carry c.bc.,crd when he went e lerge 
bit of rubber. .hl l the f s',; wer e quart~red in the 2 h olds, one 
for ·~\·ard enc one c.f c ., Officers, end nen hcd e xactly the sar.1e 
qur rte;r s end WG wer e divided botwc:.en the twu holds , nb uut 650 
in en ch. Vie l eft on the 4th July, 1944 , in a convoy of al to~ethe 
eb c..ut 12 ships, 
5. During the voyege the F s·N \ .. ·ere kc;pt be l c,w decks 
i n the h olds , but the: hat;chcs W(,r e l eft c.pen ~nd r t odd t i nes 
par ti e:; s of Acn wcrc. ellmved on deck. Even so this prc..vision wa s 
vnly gr ent0d ~ftE!' mc·ny r equests t o Sj t, J OTJ.N I ~ These grcut:s 
of mf:n when the:y wc:rc on deck wore elwrys the t ergc. t f or J OTAWI 

\ r nd the ~ th&r t\Cr.ber s of the gU1>rd whu consider ed it e sport t o 
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•.1ede in cli.1cngst tho P:l\1
1 \'/~. i;h !1:- ,. ,i; c.,f i r tn encl stcvc;s eild enyth1ng 

~1sc tl. cy cv.Ucl ~o. L"' ·_, 1 • 'ii.·: ·· . .t.·1 > ~~ Ul ,' ·~p rr c I :-: 
unrrcrcifully . Cc." tU ·.J. c. r::; f •1 l ~. i ,,· ·i.r1 1.uc hc..l...' f were :;.hct.s·:ribcn 
able. . The '-v ... rcro\;dire w~ s .:ne:h the. t t~10 rncn ~vulc n<..·t £'11 lie. 
dcwn ct e,,ncc end grcups t c..c.k it ln tut'ns t0 huddlG up in enc 
ccrner in vrdcr t v tllow so!""c r.:c ."l tc s tre tch out. 1illle n r ;t.rty of 
men wcs r.llc..t1c.d 0n ceck thi:J c £' Jed the r rc~m.lre bc::l c.w decks rnd 
r:. f ew r.:cn wore rt-:i.o 'vv L ~ '. s0rc slc..cp , Tht 1·1celth of t hf.) PsV/ 
when thc.y gvt on ;:,c. :~ ::; ' ;~ ::-; i:r.. d s ~nc c ·1;10 / h~i.J i-.!.l de.no Lbc..ut 
18 r:cnthn vn the Bi i.:-u~/ SJ.c:r i'f !~:"n' " ~·!°'c.y ·1c-re thin, cr.1rci~tod , 
half-stcrvod end ,. il)cU ""d wl !;h c i o:;cc. ~c s ~1t:h cs dy:1er.te1 .. y, nola1·ia 
rnd bcr1-bori. 1~ey "Im.re nckc·l c ~:c q~ ~ :~0~ G·-strings, end c. f €w c,f 
thor. i1r-G still s<..il'C' t ..-t :;'t r c-d i·~· (_;-; ~ l ".:1.\ fcrr.;s , T.t.c c.h1vsi:hcre 
inside these hc,lo .:. \1;.. 3 :r.i!'l:!.:i.1 :J'.t :-- co t h e :,:n.p Wl"S roede 0f iz·c-n 
end w~s s r ilir:g in t~1s 1.1·cr-1c !; :'!'C. h/f. lenic errrr.gcccnts wE:rc 
el Mcst nil. Thc1"' r were nv l~ r,rir.~ fa z :t.i.:~ tt.e!; provicfod i n the 
h l-lds rnd the.so Vlhc. wore tc.o week t o nvVC; er wet'e helf-pt.r clysed 
with ber1-bcri exc:'c. :::ca \1hc:e th'- Y .iE'y. T.iorc v:er€ a geed rarny 
in thtt cone i ti0r. f.nci ~he c· un:i!ndC;r of the pctplc. hcd ~0 sl&cp 
rnd live end ec t .::.n :.hesG h v.lds. 'lhe J r penC;s& hcd prcvidc.d 6 
box-latrine s which we:-e rcpc d t.o 'tl°le C..Ui;~ide c.,f ·chG ship , 3 f er 
the r.ft-hold end i.f.ree fer 1..!1s fvrwcrd cne , but obviously only 
those cen strong enc.ugh to c.'Llrb out of the holds c c.uld use these 
lr.trines. 

6. J,,t the <;nd of JuJ y the ship cr.rivl.d in Henile Ray . 
We anchor ed t mile 1'rcr. tha \1h'-!rf-side t-nd stE.yed there for 6 
weeks . During this tine nobvCfJ' w~s ellowed on shor e . It Wt:'.s only 
tftc. r drys of agitt:'.tion t hr t JOTJ.NI evcntur l ly pc.rr.1i tted 50 c f 
thE: wurst c r.ses t c. be trken c-shore t c. tlic. pri sc..n hospitel in 
r.1~nila . Of tt.GsP. , I ho?.t'd l t tcr ~ t ht't 12 h~d died but sv fer E1S 
I lmow the rcr.~inc:1cr <:!l'C ci:1ll olj.vc . 1'he r es t vf us had t o stcy 
1n the hvf'ulm i·.cru. Our r.ien l::; consisted cf watery rice twice a 
day and eny l eavings fr0n the Jep~neso galley. By this tine , 
efter the long voyege r r.d C\..tc t ( the leek vf fcocl rnd ncdicel 
supplie s men were besJ riu:i..ng tc. ,·1e. Tn 1'en~.1 c: B2y e l ong 104 
peopl e di ed . The d oc !; 'Jr3 nn~ t•1e .B:-i•,!sh officers on bc.ord were 
ccnstnntly going l' t the Jt:p'~ ~t:!_;e to ge t the1~ tc cJ lcw s orJe ne<lical 
supplies on b0er d even if the.y r ofur.ed tc c.ll ow the FsW cff tt.e 
ship. They r e fused hc,weve·r , Hvwevc.:-:- the .~.mcricEn authorities 
in tho r rison hO:>J:i t.~ 1 in L ,' ?1 1 i.~ he. ~ r d L f vur plight l'nd got the 
J cpmcse t 0 send t.ve: r tc our ship 3 ccse3 of El c.c:~sules fo::­
injectic.n . JOT,i.Jll t cc,,k these <:cpzl.4.l.as l'nd issued that: tc the 
guerds on bcr.rd the ship. Ecch J~panese hr.<l n box of 250 given 
t o him. The.y t,h<;y f orced .. ur riec"j_cal c.,fficcr s t o give them the 
injecticns. Exrctly the seue thing hap~ened when some m:.1.t:t -
v1 ter.in t r.blt. ts were r>e:.nt ever t 0 us, The F sW gc;t n one of the se 
or eny othc..r redi".:c:-1 ::n.tpplj.€:s v,·hu t.ever, Nut content with be:cting 
u s end stcrvlng us J OTAf\I ~nG NOl.O and the i;;uerds even broke up 

J funer el s ervice s v1hich v.e tr ied tc.. hold.. J01·1~lH had given 

1 
r er nissicn for us k h<ld the se , but r.s sGon e s they stertcd 
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~r.nd the ot her JrpE'nese wc...uld wcdc in with narl1n-sp1kes end 
1 cnything thc. y cc...ul~ lr.y the.:'.:· hr"lds c...n~ 

7 . J \, \ '0 'l.•· ~c. '·.~c.r ,i.::J) o ~ .J c;~·.FE: crr. t.~ the. c~i'c..~t 
of Jv. , .NI end rcI.O c...n the F ~· 1:1 c,. ~c,l· :-d the. shio. They end the 
other guerds rule::d u.s by fee::,, Thcjr sav~gc boFtings and 
c s:;oul ts <. n the mr..n \ 'ho ~nd si-:.:i' ir,g:Lcd up en dock, th(.ir c0mplcte 
disrc. r rrd c...f ell r.hc:-a .n~J~ enc tlv:J::- ccncrt.:l l\tt:itudo and 
sndi~tic bru7:al~ -.' ~.- ·, ,, · .:L:: •.~s n~Jc 1:... !o en tr10 Hof'Jiru M~Tu en 
rbsc.lutc hc..ll . ~ ·:,, \!~., n !.1:u·,-..:. l c tc- f.iC.: th~t t,127 104 pc0plc died . 

8 • ~ !:".? .11!.i p :: c :led fr c ri t .. :::i t:• a on thG 20th Ser. tc.~bcr • 
The sr.no pccple ,.,:;::o .3 :ill 0?1 be";>..!. t i;c::,, is SJt. J OTANI ~no t l,e 
<., the.rs. \ic were ln c C'11H·c1 v· J!) ~·!:.tfl ';; n~cc.rted by tw0 
dcstr0yers E'nd ti ·.:> c :r-.· e::J;r~:~ l ,.. ·i •• 1· :·c no d:>.stinguis!1in~ 
signs c,n l ur sl:i:;. co S!'h)·.1 -.1· .... -; ~ ., c:c..n t.n.i.ned ~ s':I , It r.mst have 
eppoercd fr c.r.~ ~·!c r.:.\• c.:- f : r::.' ~ ~1..:t1. 1c~t"'lc os :1ust en ordinrry 
ccrgo-ccrrying vc .1s0·1. \le \t<.;'.:.."'e nC \I he:~.; d~fi:il~cly below denlrn 
rnd c...nly s0 r:1c.r.y £' t; e tiMc WC :!.'G c.llc,\1ed out to ge,, to the l c.t1'1nes. 

9, On 21 fieptcrbe~ rt r~cut 1030 we hecrd ncchine -
gun fir e end plcnos c,ycrhec:ld . Ev£;~yboc1y w~ s t.clow decks et tb£­
tir:e . A f ew socond s l~ '...er en oot·ial tc.:-pcch., hit the ship f orwcrd 
follc.wcd by cnother bo twc.en thE: si:.c."'n end the bridge and by c 
third directly bc:l c.w the bt• ldf;e: . ·i1hcn the i.nc·~-- icun pl anes began 
nachine - gunning the vessel tnd there; ·11r-.;:;, cor.pletc che.os. The 
J c peno se cer tE.in end his c;:'dw r·.rclo E'n in'-> tr.nt. bet- awe.y by jumping 
overboer d i r,r,edie.tely . Sj t . J T .hr I rnd Sj t . !JIJF.O rna the gucrds 
did likewise , l eeving thC:; F s'tl to drc.wn . 'l'he ship br c.ke in t wo 
end s e nk in 5 r.iinute s., I.lcr e thrn hr.lf c..f t:1e 'l- s'll were serni­
strrved end holf rc:!'~lysc::d end h"d nc, chr.nce. Fer the r es'"; , 
they were r 11 b~lov1 decks rnd thcTo we s no r:o th0d c..f ex~ 't end 
e l •togeth0r nc.. t f er sher t c...f 1000 PsVI went dorm with the ve ssel. 
I succeeded by e n:i.;:Dcle in fine ing myself in the see clec.r of 
the sinking ship, I h•.lng en to e ur0ke11- d0\m bembo0 r aft end wes 
i n the wrtf r till 6 the t; nlgh't ·~cfc.rc being !)ickcd up by a lUff>er. 
There wer e qui tc C! nui.'l>c.r er o"t~1cr Er 1 ti ~h F s\'/ wh v hed c l s o 
succcedC:;d i n cscap::.ng f;.'01"1 the Ho!'uku Mr.r u . Our unly consolation 
while we we.r e in the. wc·cer wCYs watching the Ancricc.n pl~nes 

( :~nking ev~ry ship in t he convoy except one~ The survivcrs, 
L~erlng 217 wer e 'Leken be~k to l.rnilo on the 22 Septenbcr e 

10 - I de.. n 0 t know v;he t hc.pp~ned to J vT.hNI end NOl-.0 
but I consider then di rectly ~~c&punsib.'.c fc.r conditions en b ocrd 
thct ship before sh€ w~nt d cwn . 

( S 1 J.?119~ i J F'. LAY\1,:C.N CE 
SWOh N BY the r bc.ve--ncmed Jrncs Fc-:rbe s L.hwhEhliE ) • 
e t 6 Spring ~rrdons in the City of West~inistcr ) 
this 19th d~y of Fc.bru~ry , 1946 , ) 

BEFORE tE 
( Sign6d ) J.. . Li. EELL tJACDOi~ALD , IuAJOf\ . 

Leg~l St~ff, 
Judge Advocrte Gcner el 1 s Office , 

LOi~DON . 
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Q•RTIFIED TRUE C.Q?..X vf th0 ~rigin~ l affidavit. 

1st . April, 1946. 
(31gncd) l ~ B. Lt.MB 
b~ A. '~·ti, , G E . A.. Lt. Col <..ncl 

A~G 
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