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Evidentiery Ducument ke, 5158,

In the ratter cf Jerancse wer erimcs end in
the rettor of the voycge from Singepere to
Menile 4th July, tc €lst. Scptember, 1944,

. — ———————

AFFIDALYIA

I, No. 153398 Cept. Jemes Ferbes LAVHRENCE of the
Gerden Righlenders, wich rermencnt home pddrees £t hrngask 01d
liensc, Glenferg, Ferthsnize, mcke cath and sey &3 follcvwisi~

1. I wes taken prisconcr in Singepore oh the 15th
Februery, 1942, uhen the seltich fournes eopitulated to the
Jerenese., Until Juaia, 1942, I wWas 131 Chengl. 1 wes then noved
up to the Sien/Zurme voilwey ciil December, 1643, I wes then
sent to Chungkei till the oy Juney 2944, Then down to Havelcck
Roed Cerp on Singepcore Islend vrevicus to being embarked on the
27th June, 1944, on coerd the deiuku Hera.

2 The Jepencesce crgenised the erbarkaticn end their
nethod wes toc put cnc Fritisn Officer in cherge of 150 men. The
Senicor Eritish Officer was © Capt. GIBSCh., There were 1300 men
cn boerd the ship 1100 Pritish end 200 Duteh. There were 13
officers, 10 cf th:ose were Eritisn end mede up cf 6 Line Officers
end 3 1Os cnd a Fedres CF the 3 Dutch cofficers, 2 were Line
officers end une 10,

. The Jepenese in cherge f the FsW on the ship were
S8jt. Joteni end Sgt. NOrO, There were 2 intcrpreters, a 3rde
class Kcreen Pte. celled ARAT end & 1st. cless Jepenese Fte,
called MATSUNOTO., The Japancse officer in cherge f the two
PW ships which were going to forn rert of the convoy leeving
Singepcre wes Lt. ENO. He, however, trevelled in the other ship.

4, The ship itself, thc Ecfuku Lieru was & cargoe ship
of 7000 tons. It wes Clyde built in 1602 end given tc the
Jepenese in 1918, They reconditioned it end it had been in
service ever since. Thc CETEC cn this occasion consisted of

PsW end rubber. Each W hed to cerry ebeerd when he went e lerge
bit of rubber. All the Fsk were quartered in the 2 holds, cne
forywerd enc¢ one eft, Officers, ené men hed exactly the sane
querters end wc Were divided bctween the itwo holds, obout 650

in cach., We left on the 4th July, 1944, in a convoy of altozethe
ebecut 12 ships.,

’ During the voyege the [sit were kept below decks
in the holds, but thc hatcehes were left cpen and ¢t odd tines
partics of mecn werc eliowed on édeck. Even so this prcvision was
cnly grented after meny requests to 8Jt. JOT/NI, These grCurs
of men when they werc on dcck were alweys the terget for JOTANI

\ end the cther merbers of the guard who considered it & sport to
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elsc thoy eculd ze. hcld ¢.2. 1 y wed L bert up the Frif
unrercifully. Coagloicns g.ncreily in wae holde were indescrive-
ables The cvcrerowding wes such thet the men could not ell lie
dewn et once end grcups tock it in turns to huddle up in cne
corner in order to cllow sore mca tc¢ stretch out, Yhen & rerty of
men wes ellowed on Geck this eo.ed the rressure belew decks end

e few men worc ebie ve got soume sleep. The hicalth of the PsW
when they goet on oeerd wes brod sinec they had ell dcne ebout

18 menths on the Burpa/Sier reilwey. ihey were than, cuceieted,
half-starved end »iddled with ciserces snch es dysentery, malaria
end beri-beri. fThey werc neiced exceps Jor G-strings, ené e few cf
ther hed still some tattered ivosicrel uniforns, The etmesrhere
inside thesc hcics wes 311f1ling since the ship wos mede of iren
end wes sciling in ths ircpics. The hygienic errengeuents were
elmcst nil, Therc were no letrine Ffaciiities provided in the
holds end those whe were too weelk to noeve cr were helf-perelysed
with beri-beri excrcied where thcy ley. Taere were a gecd neny
in thet confition and the ronainder of the pecpic hed o slecp
end live and eet in these houlds., The Jrpencse hed provided 6
box-latrines which were rcped Lo the vutside of the ship, 3 fer
the aft-hold and ‘hree fcr the forverd cne, but obvicusly only
those men strong cncugh to ciird out of the holds cculd use these
latrines,

f wede 1in emongst the PsW with bres of ircn end steves 2nd enything

6. A% the end of July the ship errivcd in lMenila Bay .
We anchored 3 mile from the wharf-side end steyed there for 6
weeks, During this time nobouy wes eallowed cn shore, It wes only
efter deys of agitetion thet JOT/NI eventurlly pernitted 50 cf
the worst ceses tc be trken eshore to the priscn hespitel in
Lenila, Of these, I heerd leter, thet 12 had dicd but sc far es
I know the rercinder are stiil aidve. The rest of us had to stay
in the hcfuku leru., Our meals consisted of watery rice twice e
day and any leavings from the Jepenesc gelley. By this tine,
after the long voyege crd due t: the leock uf fced end nedicel
supplies mcn were beginning tc vle. In Menile Bey elong 104
pecple died. The dochors and the Brirnish cfficers on becard were
constantly going ot the Jepnnecsé to get thew te allcew some nedical
supplies on bcerd even if they refused tc ellow the FsW off the
ship. They refused however, However the Anmericen authorities

in the prison hospital in Meniia hersvd f cur plight ond got the
Jaranese to send cver tc our ship 3 ceses of Bl cepsules for
injecticn, JOTANI tocck these cepsules end issued then te the
guerds on boerd the ship., Eech Jepanese hed a box of 250 given
To hin, They they forced .uwr mecdicel officers to give them the
injecticns., Exectly the sene thing haprencd when some milii-
vitenin tablets were sent over to us, The FsW got nune of these
r eny cother redicel sunplies whatever. Not content with beating
us 2nd sterving us JOTANI anc NOMO and the guards even broke up
funerel scrvices vhich we tried xc hold. JOTANI hed given
pernissicn for us tc lhicld these, but es scon as they sterted
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, he end thc other Jepenese would wede in with marlin-spikes end
enything they ccnld ieay their hends on,

7 It would g ;*parsi:]: Lo cxuggcrate the cffect
of JU.4NI end NCLO cn the FsW or boerd the ship. They and the
other guards ruled us by feer. Their savage beetings and
essaults ¢n the men vho had SY“:zglcd up on deck, their ccmplete
@isrcperd ¢f ¢ll theore sick enc their generel attitude and
sadistic brutali-v Lowe+ds us rade 1life con the Hofuyku Maru an
ebsclute hell, 1L wes a miracie toc me that tnly 104 pcople died,

8. The ship geiled from lanlla on the 20th Sertember.
The seme pecple were 33111 on beard, thet is S3t. JOTANI end the
cthers, We were in ¢ eonveoy cf 10 :*‘P'; esccried by twe
destroyers end two corvetfiea, Tlave ve ro distinguisihing

signs on cur shiin co show ihat :, :Lnir-rbd ¥sW, It must have
appecered frcu the eiv cr frea e svbierineg as just en ordinery
cargo=-cerrying vcﬂsol. Ve weee now kepe def nitely below decks
end cnly sc mony et a time were ellowed ocut to go to the latrines,

On 21 Septerter £t abcut ’n“O we heesrd machine~
gun fire end plencs cvcrncod. Everybody wes below decks et the
tire. A few seconds laler zn asevriel tcrnedo hit the ship forwerd
follcwed by enother between the stern end the bridge and by 2
third directly belcw the bridge. fthen the aAmerican planes began
machine~-gunning the vessel end there was conplete cheos, The
Japanese certein end his crew riede en instent get-awey by Jumping
overbecerd irmedistely. Sjt. J TANI end Sjt., NOKO end the guerds
did likewise, lceving the Fs¥W to drown. The ship brcke in two
end senk in 5 ninutes, lMcre then helf cf the PsW were semi-
sterved end half rerelysed end had no chence, For the rest,
they were rll below decks tnd there was nc method of exit end
eltogether nct fer shcert of 100C PsW went down witn the vessel.

I succccdcd by & mir ecle in fincing myself in the ses cleer of

the sinking ship, I hung cn tc a broken-édown bembeoo raft end wes
in the weter till 6 that night fcre being nicked up by & lugger,
There were quitc 2 number cf otncr Eritish FsVW/ whe hed clso
succecded 1n cecaping from the Hofuku Meru. Our only consclation
while we werc in thc woacer wes watching the Anericen plenes
sinking every ship in the ccnvoy except one. The survivors,
nunbering 217 werc izken beck to lecnile on the 22 September.

104, I é¢ not know whet heppenced to JUTANI and NOLO
but I consider thenm directly responsitcle for ccnditions cn beerd
thet ship before she went down,

LAWHENCE

F.
SWORN BY the cbocve-named Jemes Forbes t&PRL éF f
et 6 Spring cerdens in the City of Westrinister)
this 19th day of Fcbruary, 1946,

BEFOKE 1E
(Signed) 4. li. FELL IACDONALD, IAJOR,
Legel St?ffr
Judge Advceceie Cenerel's Office,
LOWDON ,
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C:RTIFIED TRUE_COPY cof the criginel affidavit.

1st., April, 1946,

LLNB
Lt., Colcnel

A :.G
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