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MILITARY -.: QURT FOR THE TRIAL Of WAR CRIMINALS 

ACCUSED 

PLACE AND 
DATE or TRIAL 

(1) Lt/Gen. ISHIDA Eiguma. 
(2) Col. lilAllURA Shigeo. 

~
3) Co1. ISHII Tamie. 
4) Lt/Col. Y.llfAGITA Shoichi. 
5) llajor. CHIDA 8otomatsu 

or the Imperial Japanese Army, 
att. 46 Co7, R.I.A.s.c. (Tipper). 

Singapore. 

{ . 
COJJRT COND1fED BX G.o.c. Sin&apore Diatrict. 

PllSIPENT 

IPBEBS 

CHARaE 

FINplNG 

Lt-Col. P.A. FORSYTHE. II... Kings Royal 
Bitle Corps. 

Lt-Col. 
Major. 

Major. 
llajor. 

c. KONOD de FROIDEVILLE. R.N.E.I.A. 
N.F. QUINTON. Australian 

Provost Corps. 
J.C. MclA'lH. R.A. 
A.A. DUMONT. Ayresh1re 

Yeomanry. (Solicitoi 

See Charge Sheet attached. 

Each Accusecl - Bach Charge - Jot Guilty. 

lat Cherg1 - Accuaecl 2,a,4,5 - Guilty. 
Accused 1 - lot Guilty. Iii ~ -llach accused - lu1lt7. 

- Bach accused - Guilty. 
- Accuat4 2,3,4,5 - lGu1lt7. 

Accua14 1 - 11ot Guilty. 
~ ~ - 4ocuae4 3 - Gullt7. 

- .lccuaed 4 - Guilty. 
- Accused 3 - ·Guilty with the · 

8th Chafe• - Accused 5 

I 

exception that the 
dates should read 
lat 4ay of Dec 44 
and the 28th Peb 45 
and the words 
"resulting 1n the 
deaths of 20 Prison­
ers · of War and 
physical i:nJUry to 
several others". 

- Guilty with the 
exception of the 
words "resulting 1n 
the deaths of 
approximately 104 
Prisoners of War and 
physical i n jury to 
many other s ." 

Sentence/ •• ••• 
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ILITARY :gURT FOR THE TRIAL OF WAR CRIMINALS 

ACCUSED 

PLACE AND 
DA'l'~ OF TRIAL 

(1) Lt/Gen. ISHIDA Eiguma . 
(2) Col. BAKAMURA Shigeo. 
(3) Co1. ISHII Tamie. 
(4) Lt/Col. YAKAGITA Shoichi. 
(5) Major. CHIDA Sotomatsu 
of the Imperial Japanese Army, 
att. 46 Coy, R.I.A.s.c. (Tipper). 

Singapore. 21~22,2a,24,25,28~31 Oct 1 
146 . 

lt71s,12,1a,14,1s,1a, 19 , ~o,21, 
2ot26,27 Nov, 46 . 
2nd A 3rd Dec, ' 46 . 

I 
COURT COlf!ENEP BI G.o.c. SinGapore District. 

PIESIDENT 

CUARGE 

FI NDING 

Lt-Col. P.A. FORSYTHE. 11.M. Kings Roya l 
Rifle Corps. 

Lt-Col. 
llajor. 

lla j or. 
Major. 

c. llONOD de FROIDEVILLE. R. N.E.I.A. 
N.F. QUINTON. Australian 

Provost Corps. 
J.C. McllA'l'H. R.A. 
A.A. DUMONT . Ayreshire 

Yeomanry. (Solicito~ 

See Charge Sheet attached. 

Each Accused - Bach Charge - Jot Guilty. 

1st Charge - Accused 2,a,4,5 - Guilty. 
Accused 1 - Rot Guilty. 

- Bach accused - Guilty. 
- Each accused - Guilty. 
- Accused 2,3,4,5 - Guilty. 

Accused 1 - Kot Guilty. 
- Accused 3 - Guilty. 
- Accused 4 - Guilty. 
- Accused 3 - Guilty nit h the 

exception that the 
dates should read 
lat day of Dec 44 
and the 28th Feb 45 
and the WOl'd8 
"resulting 1n the 
deaths ot 20 Prison­
ers· of War and 
physical injUry to 
several oEhers". 

8th Chatgt - Accused 5 - Guilty with the 
exception of the 
words "resulting in 

, the deaths of 
approximately 104 
Prisoners of War and 
physicaJ injur y to 
many other s •11 

Sentence/ ••••• 
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SEN'l'ENCE 

CONFIRKfflD 

PROMULGAIED 

DISPOSAL or 
PROCEEDING§ 

DJAQ SEALF 
Case No. 65149 JAG. 

- 2 -

3 Dec, •46. Accused 1 - 10 years Imprisonment. 
Accused 2 - Death by Hanging. 

. Accused 3 - Death by Hanging • 
Accused 4 - 20 years Imprisonment. 
Accused 6 - 10 years Imprisonment. 

11 •ar, 147. .,. o.o.c. l1n1apore District. 
6 7•&r•' Iapriaonaent remitted 
in the ca•• ot accused 5. 

26 11ar, '47. 

26 Mar, '47. lentence ot Death by Banging 1:f o•e4 on Col. l.Allll1JllA Sbigeo 
a Col. 78HII !amie carried out 
at Chana! Jail. 

To AG3 GHQ SIAJ.1 

JAG of the Forces 



1st Chargo 

Agninst aJl 
tho Ac cu sed . 

.2.nd Char cc 

Agni n <· t a l l 
tho Ac cused . 

,ard Cha r ge 

Agn lust a ll 
th o Accused. 

4th Chnrgo 

Ago i nst all 
thf' Accused . 

CHARGl!: SllliE1 

COi I l' '.l.' !1 Cz A I AI, CRU .l!: 
i n that.. they 
hot,,cen tho 1st October 194~ aucJ t h o l s t 
Augus t 1944 \lhil o cnga[ od i n the adml n-
i s tra t ion of 13rl t 1sh , AustrHlian and Dutch 
Pr i so11c:cs of \for employed i n the con­
s tr1;ct1 on and · maint enanc e of th.-; BUR !A­
SIA!' Ra i l way \ •ore , in v i olati on of t he 
J aws·· und us1i cs of r1ar ?. concer ned i n t he.. 
inhumano t r eat ment of tho said Pris oner s 
of War r esul t i ng i n t ho de a ths of many of 

1 o 5u l d Pris oner s of Har and phy:.Jico.1 
su.l'f e r i ng b y many o thcr s o f tho said 
f riso,10 r s of War . 

CO ..t1ITTD TG A \IAR CHI LE 
in that they 
betv.rcon th£' l s t October 1942 and t he l s t 
Augu c t 1944 vcr c , i n viol ati on of t he l ans 
and usages of war, concer ned i n tho empl oy­
ment of' the l a bour of Drlti sh , Aus t r a Jian 
and Dutch P:ri s onor s of \Va r in Y:ork ha v l ng 
connoc tion v,l th tho opora tion of tho War 
tha t i s t o say the const ruction and 
maintenance c l' a ru:l l way f'rom :NONG PLADUK to 
1'HA.t·'13YUZAYAT ( co monly kno\'m as the DUH!1A­
:J l A1 Railm1y) for tho purpose of t r anspor t ­
ing s upolios a nd muni tions to the J a panes e 
Forces fighting i n DURltA . 

COl.ilJI 'rl' ING A WAR CRI1 E 
l n that t hey 
bct1·1oen tho 1st Octobc r 1942 and tho 1st 
Augus t 1941 vhilo oneagod in tho udmi n-
i s t r ation of Drit ish Aus t r a lian and Dutch 
Pr i soners of \lnr empl oyed i n tho construct­
i on a nd aintonanc.o of tho Bulll.d\ - SIA.M 
Rai l-r:ay ,.,e r e , i n viol ati on of t he l avrs an.d 
usar os of vra r , c onccr nod ln the emplpymont­
of the Ja bour or ihe sa id Prisoner s of Viar 
in \ ·101·k wh i ch \ 1·1 s oxcessi ve having rega rd 
t o t ho r ank and capaci t y of tho said 
Prisonc. r ::; of War . 

C016.l.IIT1'Ino A \'/J\ll Cttl E 
in tha t thoy 
between t he 1st Oc tobor 1942 and t he Jst 
August 1944 whil e engaged in tho a drr.ini­
st2ation of llrltls h , Australian and Dut ch 
Prisoner s of War or.i ll oyoa i n tho conntruc t -
1on and riai ni cnn11c e of the J>Ufil'A- SIAM 
Railway \cr o , i n vloJ a Llon of the laws and 
usa <- s ot vir , conC!or 1od i r1 the i n t e r nment 
of the ·;aid Pr .1.! oncrs of War l !l conditi ons 
which ·e r o l nho tl th.I and 11nh't glcni c . 



5th Char ge 

l \ f. .'l ln::Jt t he 
fl. c c1.:1cd ISHII 
Iimie onJy . 

6th Chlrge 

Against the 
Aecuaed 
YANAGITA 
Shoichi only. 

7th Charge 

Against the 
Accused ISHII 
l' amie only. 
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COMMi fT I NG A WAR CRIME 
i n that he 
at TARSAO Pr i s oner of War Camp i n SIAM on a 
date between the 1st August 1943 and the 
1st December 1943 , when engaged in the 
administra t ion of Prisoners of War ~mployed 
i n the construction of the· BURMA- SIAM 
Railway , was, i n violation of the l aws and 
usages of wart concer ned i n the killing of 
Pte. HILTON or the Sherwood Forester s , a 
Brit ish Prisoner of War. 

COIOIITTIRG A WAR CRIME 
in that h• 
at CHUNGD.l Prisoner of War Camp in SIAM on 
or about the 27th day of March 1943 when 
engaged in the administrati~n of Prisoners 
ot War employed in the construction of the 
BUBllA-SLUI Railway, was, 1n violation of 
the laws and usages of war, con~erned in 
the killing ot Sgt. KEL~ of the R.A.u.c., 
Sgt. RB.AI and Fusilier CALLY-TIMOTHY 
both ot the Royal Northumberland Fusiliers, 
and Pte. FITZGERALD of the R.A.o.c., 
British Prisoners of W~r. 

COJO&ITTING A WAR CRIME 
in that he 
in SLUI be tween the 1st day of August 1944 
and the 28th day of •eb~uary 1946 when in 

. command or a group ot ·prisoners ol War, was, 
1n violation ot the laws and usages ot war, 
concerned in th• employment of British, 
Australian and Dutch Prisoners ot War at 
TAllAKAH Camp in work having connection with 
the o~eration of the Wa9 that is to saya-

(i) The .maintenance and working ot 
the BURllA-SI.All Railway for the 
purpose of transporting munitions 
and supplies to the Japanese 
Fighting Forces. 

(ii) the handling and loading of the 
munitions and supplies aforesaid. 

(111) the preparation of A.A. Gun 
emplacements. 

thereby exposing them to aerial bombardment 
resulting in the deaths of 20 Prisoners of 
War and physical i n jury to severa l · others . 

8_th Charge/ ••••••• 

-
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Stl Chart{e 

Against the 
Accused CHIDA 
Sotomat su only . 
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CO .. .i1I 1°r l !G A WAR CRILjE 
i n t .t1ut h e 

· i n SIA i betwc .n t he 1st day of Augu~ t 19'14 
and l,ho 4th day of December 1944, \Jhon i n 
c o1mnand of n group of Prisoner s of War , \'O.G , 
i n viol o d on of' the l ows and usages of wur , 
concc r nf)d i n t ho 6mployment of '8ritish, 
Austr alio.n and Dutch Pris oner s of War a t 
VO.NG PLADUK 1 o . 1 Camp i n work ha ving 
c onnection 11th the opera t i on of tho ta r 
thut i s t,o saya-

( 1 ) the malntenancc and \:ork ing of' the 
DlflUtA- SIJill Ra iluay for tba purpo9o 

~ of t r unspo1·t i ng mu.ni tlons and 
supplios to tho Japanese Fightlng 
Forces . 

( ii) the handllng and l oading 01 t ho 
munltions and suppl i es aforosui d . 

thGr oby exposing them to a eria l bomba rdJnont 
r e .. ml ting i n. tho death s of approx1111n t ol y 
101: Pri.JoncJr S of \ Jar a nd physic~l j njvr y t o 
muny ol.he:cn . 
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• In the case of;-

AB.STRAC.;'f OF· EVIDENCZ 
-------------------­. 

ISHIDA Hidekuma 
NA.K~UhA Shigeo 
ISHII Tamie 
YAN AGITA &hoichi 
CHIUA Sotomatsu 

Major General 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
hlajor 

1. XHE ~UhMA-Slf\L: RAILWAY. 

-·-~, 

\ 
\ 

-. ....__ -

•. 

At the time of the Japanese Invasion, there was in BlIBMA 

a Railway from MOU~IN to YE, and in SI~ there was a railway 

from ~ANGKOK to BAN PONG and runnin~ thence down the !<.RA 

Isthumus. These railways ar e shown on t L=? Plan No. l annexed. 

At that time there was no communicating railway between these 

two lines and, for purposes which will be seen later, the 

Japanese formed the plan of constructing a railway to link 

NONG PLADUK, near BAN PONG, on the SIAh: Railway with 

THANI>YUZAYAT on the BURM~ Ra ilway. The courses of the new 

line followed closely that of the Riv$r KHWAE NOI and crossed 

the I:st11'liiA-SIAM border by way of the "Three Pagodas Pass". The 

total length of the new railway is 415 -Kilometres (approximate­

ly 258 miles). It is now shown on Plan No. l as an existing 

railway, and is commonly known and hereinafter ref~rred to as 

the "BUIUJA.:.SIAM Railway". 

The line ran through some of the wor ~ t jungle country in 

the world, including a notorious cholera belt. It is said 

that some years previously, the construction of a similar line 

as a commercial project had been undertaken, but had been 

abandoned as impossible. 

The Prosecution will tender in evidence a Japanese 

Official Report, entitled "Report on Employment of War 
• 

Prisoners in SIAld-B~A .Railway Construction", (hereinafter 

referred to as "The Japanese Report"), which does not under­

state the dangers and hardships to which those employed in 

the task wer e subject.ed, as t he following extracts show:-
f 

\ 
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In the case of~-

AB,STftAc.rr OF' EV I DENCl!: 
-------------------­. 

ISHIDA Hidekuma 
N lU\t<l&.IUhA Shigeo 
ISHII Tamie 
YAN AGITA &hoichi 
CHIUA Sotomatsu 

Major General 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
&ajor 

At the time of the Japanese Invasion, there was in BlIBMA 

a Railway from MOUI4E.IN to YE, and in SIAW there was a railway 

from ~ANGl<..OK to bAN PONG and running thence down the KRA 

Isthumus. These railways are shown on t L -1 Plan No. l annexed. 

At that time there was no communicating railway between these 

two lines and, for purposes which will be seen later, the 

Japanese formed the plan of constructing a railway to link 

NONG PLADUK, near BAN PONG, on the SIAhi Railway with 

THANbYUZAYAT on the BURM~ Railway. The courses of the new 

· line followed clo·sely that of the Riv(jlr l\HWAE NOI and crossed 

the IsU!WiA-SIA?d border by way of the "Three Pagodas Pa ss". The 

total length of the new railway is 415 -Kilometres (approximate­

ly 258 miles). It is now shown on Plan No. l as a~ existing 

railway, and is commonly known and hereinafter ref~rred to as 

the "BillU.iA~SIAM Railway". 

•. 

The line ran through some of the wor~t jungle country in 

the world, including a notorious cholera belt. It is said 

that some years previously, the construction of a similar line 

as a commercial project had been undertaken, but had been 

abandoned as impossible. 

The Prosecution will t ender in evidence a Japanese 

Official Report, entitled "Report on Employment of War 
• 

Prisoners in SIAllli-BUitUiA hailway Construction", (hereinafter 

referred to as "The Japanese Report 11 ), which does not under­

state the dangers and hardships to which those employed in 

the task were subject .ad, as the following extracts show: -

\ 
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In the case of;-

AB.STfu\CT OF' EVIDENCC: 
-------------------­. 

I SHI DA Hi dekuma 
N Al<..AfUUhA Shigeo 
ISHII Tamie 
YANAGITA &hoichi 
CHIUA Sotoffiatsu 

Major General 
Colonel 
Colonel 
Lieutenant Colonel 
Ulaj or 

At the time of the J apanese Invasion, there was in BilliliIA 

a Railway from MOULM~IN to YE, and in SIA1i there was a railway 

from ;BANGKOK to bAN PONG and running thence down the KRA 

Isthumus. These railways are shown on t L" Plan No. l annexed. 

At that time there was no communicating railway between these 

two lines and, for purposes which will be seen later, the 

Japanese formed the plan of constructing a railway to link 

NONG PLADUK, near BAN PONG, on the SIAUi Railway with 

THAiffiYUZAYAT on the BURM~ Railway. The courses of the new 

· line followed closely that of the Riv$r KHWAE NOI and crossed 

the bURhiA-SIAM border by way of the "Three Pagodas Pass". The 

total length of the new railway i s 415 Kilometres (approximate­

ly 258 miles). It is now shown on Plan No. l as an existing 

railway, and is commonly known and hereinafter ref~r red to as 

the "Buru.iA.;.SIAM Railway". 

•. 

The line ran through some of the wor ~t jungle country in 

the world, including a notorious choler a belt. It i s said 

that some years previously, the construction of a similar line 

as a commercial project had been undertaken , but had been 

abandoned as impossible. 

The Prosecution will tender in evidence a Japanese 

Official Report, entitled "Report on Employment of War 
• 

Prisoners in SIALi-BtffiliLA hailway Construct i on" , (hereinafter 

referred to as "The J apanese Report"), which does not under ­

state the dangers and hardships to which those employed in 

the task were subject.ad , a s the following extracts show:-

\ 
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"The construction was a h:lzardm.!: ::.ne which 
had to be carried out through the geogr aphi ­
cal hindrance of a great jungle belt extend­
i ng on the border of Thailand and Burma un­
trodden before , there epidemics and pes\ilence 
are preval ent . This construction wor k was 
415 Kilometres in l ength, the total amount 
of earthwork 4,000 ,000 cubic metres , rock­
clearing about 300 , 000 cubic met res, the 
total l ength of bridging about 15 Kilometres. 

On the Thai side, there were r ather too many 
spots on the line where rock-clearing had to 
be done; the River Mecr on had to be crossed 
near the base , and excavat ion of cliffs was 
necessary in order to go along the Keonoi 
Valley". 

"t.lalignant hlalaria is prevalent i n those regions 
where the construction work was carried on • 
~oreover such epidemics as chol era, pest , .small­
pox etc. are r aging all the year r ound. The 
influence of the rainy season and the native 
labourers brought i nto these r ee 1.ons made worse 
the sanitary conditions there". 

2 • 

I 

Plan No. 2, annexed i s a copy of a di~gramatic cha~t 

attached to the Japane se Report. Japane: ,.: Ra ilway Engineering 

Units were responsible for carrying out the construction, but 

for manual labour the Japanese used coolies from Occupied 

Countries and British, Australi an , American and Dutch Prison­

ers of War, concerning whom information in greater detail is 

furnished i~ paras 5 and 6 hereunder. 

Survey and other preparatory work commenced in June 1942, 

but the main work of construction was not started until early 

November 1942 . The work was then begun at both junctions of 

the proposed new line , namely NONG PLADU1. an~ THANBYUZA.YAT , 
/. 

and the co~struction proc~ed ed inwards until the two sections 

met and were joined together at CONQUITA, which is 257 Kilo­

metres (approx. 160 miles) from NONG PLADl . .i<. and 158 Kilometres 

(approx. 98 miles) from 'i1Hl\NbYUZAYAT . 'l'his was on 17th Octo­

ber 1943 and the Japanese held opening ceremonies on 25th 

October. 

According to the Japanese huport t h( ~r ig inal plan was 

that the railway should t e compl eted by· t he end of 1943 , but, 

owing to a deterioration in their military position, the 

l 



3. 

Imperial General HQ earl~: in Ji ebr uary 1943 issued an Order 

that the per iod of construc tion must be shortened by 4 months , 

and the line completed by ~he end of Au&u s t 194~ . In order to 

comply with thi s order , t ~e Japanese in ~harge of t he con­

struction dr ove Prisoners of ~Jar to wort for long hours at 

tasks beyond their ability , having r egard to their physical 

strength and condition , r ~~sulting in gre"' " hardships ;ind 
\ 

suffering with a needle ss . 5 ~cr ifice of life . This period is 

commonly r eferred to as the "Speedo Period" . Eventually t he 

impossibility of completing the task by - · , ~ end of August wa s 
' 

realized, and the time was extenued to tne end of October 1943. 

As has been seen, this oruer was fulfilled with two weeks to 

spare . .. 

2 . CONNECTION WITH THE OPEl\rt_!I ON OF "l'HE Vvllh . 

The evidence in suppor·t of the Second Charge wil l 

establish that the object of constructing the Railway was to 
I 

provide a supply line to the Japanese Forces figthing i n Burma 

and it was in fact used for t h i s and for no other purooses. 

Witnesses speak of the transpor tation of muni tions , petrol, 

and other supplies of <lar up the line, ar1u t;risoner s of War 

were themselves put to work handling and loading munitions , 

petrol and supplies . 

Although the Japanese ~eport clai. t hat, at the time 

of sanctioning the empl oyment of ~risoners of War in the work 

of construction, the J apanese Ar my took the view that it was 

not against the Geneva Tr e..l ty to employ Prisoners of '1iar in 

such work, the Report makes it abundantly clear that the 

motive was to form an oper·at ional supply line. The follow'.l~g 

extracts are indicative of the general admiss ions of t he 

report: -

"With the developr:-.:: nt of the North Burma 
Operation, to conctruct a r ailNay connect -

' 
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3. 

Imperial Genera l HQ earl~ .. in r ebr uary 19'±3 issued an Order 

that the period of construc tion must be shortened by 4 months, 

and the line completed by ~he end of AuGu s t 194~. In order to 

comply with this order, t be Japanese in charge of t he con­

struction drove Pri soner s of war to wort for long hours at 

tasks beyond their ability, having r egard to the ir physical 

strength and condition, r ~sulting in gre~~ hardship s and 
\ . 

suffering with a needless 5~crifice of life . This period is 

commonly referred to as t he "Speedo Period". Eventual ly the 

impossibility of complet ing the t a sk by -'''1 end of August wa s 
I 

realized, and the time was extenued to tne end of Oct ober 1943. 

As has been seen, this order was fulfilled with two weeks to 

spare. 

2 . CONNECTION "1HTH THE OPEha.L'ION OF I'HE ViAh . 

The evidence in support of the Second Charge wil l 

establish that the objec t of constructing the Railway was to 
I 

provide a supply line to the J apanese Forces f igthing in Bur ma 

and it was in fact used for t.h i s and for no other purooses . 

Witnesses speak of the transportation of munitions, pet rol, 

and other supplies of "ilar up the line, ar1u i' risoners of War 

were themselves put to work handling and loading munitions , 

petrol and supplies. 

Although the Japanese Report cla i that , at the time 

of sanctioning the emp l oyrn<::nt of ~risoners of War in the work 

of construction, the Jap~ne se Army took the view that it was 

not against the Geneva Tre..:it y to employ Prisoners of 1iar in 

such work, the Report makes it abundantly clear that the 

motive was to form an oper a t i onal supply line. The followJ.:ig 

extfacts are indicative 0 1· t he general admissions of t he 

report:-

"With the developF. . .:: nt of the North Bur ma 
Operation, to con~ cruct a r ailway connect-
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3. 

Imperial Genera l HQ early i n f4 ebruary 1943 issued an Orde r 

that the period of construc tion must be shortened by 4 months, 

and the line completed by ~he end of ~ubu s t 194~ . In order to 

comply with this order , t he Japanese in charge of t he con­

struction drove Prisoner s of ~ar to wor t for long hours at 

tasks beyond their ability, having regard to their physical 

strength and condition, r ~~ sulting in grec.. ... hardship s ;ind 
\ . 

suffering with a needless 5~crifice of life. This period is 

commonly referred to as t he "Speedo Period" . Eventually the 

impossibility of complet i ng the task by - '" q end of August was 
\ 

realized, and the time was extenued to tne end of October 1943. 

As has been seen, this order was fulfilled with two weeks to 

spare . 

2 . CONNECTION ·1HTH THE OPEhal' ION OF THE Vv/ih . 

The evidence in support of the Second Charge wil l 

establish that the object of constructing the Railway was to 

provide a supply line t o the Japanese Forces figthing i n Burma 

and it was in fact used for t hi s and for no other purooses . 

Witnesses speak of the tr·ansportation of munitions, petrol, 

and other supplies of w·iar up the line, aru .... .L)risoners of War 

were themselves put to work handling and loading munitions, 

petrol and supplies. 

Although the Japanese Report clai that , at the time 

of sanctioning the employrn0nt of .t>risoners of War in the work 

of construction, the Japanese Ar my took the view that it was 

not against the Geneva 'I're..l t y to employ Prisoners of '1iar in 

such work, the Report makes it abundantly clear that the 

motive was to form an oper a t ional supply line. The follow'.l..:ig 

extfacts are indicative ol' the general admissions of the 

report: -

"Vlith the developr.-.~nt of the North Burma 
Oper ation , to conc t ruc t a ra iluay connect-

' ' 
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ing Thailand and jur rna as an oper ational 5upply 
r oute and a t r ad0 and traff i c one between both 
count ries had become so ur gent t .at the South 
Ar my proposed it s const r uction t u the Imper·ia l 
General Headquar ters . Therefore the l atter 
directed it's prepar ation to the for mer in 
June of the same year". 

"Since the end of the r ainy season of 1942 , the 
counter-attack on 1urma of t he i: i.t ish Indian 
Army became so rapidly · lolent ~ t he situation 
in this area so serious; the Brit ish Army b~ ing 
steadily r e inforced with military st r ength nnd 
goods. Besides , the only transport route by 
sea became so danberous as was almost inter­
rupt ed by the entmy ' s disturbance both from 
the sea and a ir. Hence the Japanese I mper ial 
General Headquarter s keenly f elt the necessity 
of complet ing the Ra ilway connecting Thailand 
and Bur ma and int ~nded to urge the construct­
ion on. Namely at t hat time t r ansportation 
of military st r eng th and goods with which t he 
Burma Ar my Group was be i ng greatly r e inforced 
to cope with the ~rit ical s i tuation in Burma 
caused by the counterat tack of the british 
Indian Armyl rel i~d on the sea r oute from 
Singapore a one . But in addition to the 
shortage of shipping , this route was extreme-
ly menaced both by the enemy planes and sub­
marines and thus the prospects of t ranzport­
ation increas i ngly became dark" . 

3 . ORGANIZATION OF' C01it1AND f\Np CONTROL. 

4 . 

Reference i s made to the Table contained in Appendix " A" . 

The r esponsibilities and dut ies c. 1
• the' f u1 lCions and Units 

shown wer e as follows : -

Format!gn 
or Unit 

Responsi'Qility Duties 

--------------------------------------------------- --------
Imp erial 
General 
Headquarters . 

Di rections 
concer ning the 
Railway 
Construction. 

1. Negotiations with the 
~inistry of war concern­
i ng estimate and 
materials. 

2 . Dip lomatic negotiations 
t hr ough the Minis t ry of 
War. 

3. Oraers concerning the 
railway constr uction 
(directive s of the Im­
perial General Head­
quarters). 

4 . To help supply of mater­
als necessary f or the 
construction. 
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June of the same year 11
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steadily r e inforced with military st rength nnd 
goods. Besides , the only transport rout e by 
sea became so danberous as was al most inter­
rupted by the en0my 's disturbance both from 
the sea and air. Hence the Japanese Imper ial 
Gener a l Headquarter s keenly f elt the necessity 
of completing tho Railway connecting Thail and 
and Burma and int ,3nded to urge the construct ­
ion on. Namely at that t ime transportation 
of military str eng t h and goods with which the 
Burma Army Group was being greatly r e inforced 
to cope with the ~ritical s ituat i on in Burma 
caused by the counterattack of the british 
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Singapore a one. But in addition to the 
shortage of shipping , thi s route wa s extreme-
ly menaced both by the enemy planes and sub­
marines and thus the prospects of tranzport-
at ion increasingly became dark 11

• 

3 . ORGANIZA'J;ION OF' COtw1AND ~NP COJfTBOL. 

Reference i s made to the Table contained in Appendix "!\". 

The respons ibilities and duties v'· the· f u1 lCi ons and Unit s 

shown were as fo llows :-

Format}on 
or !]nit 

Responsibillli Dut i es 

--------------------- --------------------------------------
Imp erial 
General 
Headquart ers . 

Di rections 
concer nlng the 
Railway · 
Const r uction . 

1 . Negotiations with the 
~inistry of war concern­
i ng estimat e and 
materials. 

2 . Di plomatic negotiations 
t hr ough the ~iini 5try of 
War. 

3. Oroers concerning the 
railway constr uction 
(direct ives of t he Im­
perial General Head­
quarters). 

4 . To he lp supply of rnater­
als necessary f or the 
construction. 

" 
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fgrmatiQD 
QI Unit 

Respons i bilfil 

1. 

Dutiec --
-------------------------------------------------- ---------

· Imperial 
General . 
He·adquarters. 
(Cont.) 

5. Di r ections· for the con­
st ruction complying with 
the operational needs . 

6. To decide whether t he 
emp l oyment of POW ' s was 
appropriate. 

---------------------------~-----·-------------------------
South General 
Army 

Chief Super­
visor of Ra il­
way Construct­
ion. · 

1. To estimate and concen­
trate military strength 
and labour necessary for 
the railway construction. 
Supply, maintenance and 
sanitary arrangement! 
for them. 

2. To make POW's cb-operat~ 
with the construction 
Units or to allot them to 
the Units . 

3. Dire~t ions concerning the 
emp l oy1!1ent of POW 1 s. 

4. Planning of the railway 
construction. 

s. To keep harmony between 
the railway construction 
units & co-operating 
at t ached units. 

6. Maintenance of traffic 
routes and waterways 
necessary for the con­
struct ion. 

----·-------~------------------~--·--------------------·~---
2nd Adminis· 
tering Dept. 

Commander in 
charge of 
Railway Con-

, struct ion. 

l. Insp~ction survey and 
co construction of the route 

according to the railway 
construction plan. 

2. Employment of the railway 
units l~d attached units. 

3. To~ POW's and labour­
ers -~·~.:.perate with the 
railway units or to allot 
them to the unit s . 

4. Direct ions concerning the 
employment of POW 1 S. 

s. Negotiations with the 
Interriment Camp concern­
ing the employment of 
POW1 s. 

6. To t ake care of billeting, 
mainL cnance & health of 
POW ' ~ . 

-----·----·-------~ --------------------------------------- - -

d) Railway 
Regiments. 

Commander i n 
charge of Rail­
way Construct­
ion in t he 

1. Construction of railway 
in the allotted -di strict. 

2. Employment of the allot­
t ed and co-operating 
POW 1 s according to the 
directives of t he Com-

allot t"ed district.· 

mander in charge of 
Railway construction. 
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2J: l}n!t 

Responsibi lfil 

s . 
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· Imperial 
General 
He"adquart er s .. 
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5. Directions· for t he con­
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appropriate. 

---------------------------~------ -- -----------------------
South General 
Army 

Chief Sup er­
visor of Rail­
way Construct­
ion. · 

1. To estimate and concen­
trate military strength 
and labour necessary for 
the railway construction. 
Supply , maintenance and 
sanitary arrangements 
for them. 

2. To make POW's co-operat~ 
with the construction 
Units or to allot them to 
the Units . 

3. Direv~ ions concerning the 
employ1!1ent of POW' s. 

4. Planning of the railway 
const ruction. 

5, To keep harmony between 
the railway construction 
units & co-operating 
attached units. 

6. Maintenance of traffic 
routes and waterways 
necessary for the con­
struction. 

----·-------~------------------~--·-- - -----------------·~---

2nd A.dminiS• 
tering Dept. 

Commander in 
charge of 
Railway Con-

' struction. 

l. Insp~ction survey and 
co construction of the route 

according to the railway 
construction plan. 

2. Employment of the railway 
units l~d attached units. 

3. To~ POW's and labour­
ers -~·~.:.p·erate with the 
railway units or to allot 
them to the unit s . 

4. Direct ions concerning the 
employment of POW' s. 

s. Negotiations with the 
Internment Camp concern­
ing the employment of 
POW's. 

6. To take care of billeting, 
mainccnance & health of 
POW 1 :: . 

I --·-••·---•-------~ --------- --- -----------------------------
d) Railway 

Regiments. 
Commander in 
charge of Rail­
way Construct­
ion in the 

l. Construction of railw~ 
in t he allotted -distriet. 

allot t·ed district.· 

2. E.mployment of the allot­
ted and co-operating 
POV/ 1 s according to the 
dir ectives of t he Com-
mander in charge of 
Railway cons.truction. 
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Duties 

------------------------ ------------------------ -----------
d) Railway 

Regiments. 
(Cont . ) 

3 . Negotiations with per ­
sons in charge of super­
vising POW' s . 

4 . To take care of billet ­
ing , maintenance and 
health of POW' s . 

---------------------------------------------- ----------- --
e) POW Or ga­

nization & 
Internment 
Camps . 

To assist ·and 
cont r ol the 
railway con­
struct i on in 
the capacity of 
the supervisor 
of, POW' s. 

l. To make POW 's co-operate 
with the railway con­
struct ion units or to 
allot them to the units 
b y order of the South 
Gener· al Army . 

2. Negot iations with rail­
way construction units 
conoerning the employ­
ment of POW's. 

3. Chi efly to take care of 
billeting, maintenance 
and health of POv 's and 
to r equest ass i stance to 
the units concerned. 

4 .. Ex.ecut ion of the business 
of supervising POW1 s. 

---------------------------------~--------------------- -- --

It will be s een that t he r esponsibilities and duties of 

the formations and units actively engaged in the construction 

of the Railway may be summarized as follows :-

2nd Rail way Administ ering_ Departm~nt . Over-all Commander 
r esponsible for operational and administrative matters. 

5th and 9th !igilway RegJment . In charge of the work of 
construct i on and t o co-operate with the P .W. Organizations 
concerning "A" and "Q" matt ers. 

P. W. Org5mizations. 1Y1ain r esponsibility for all "A" and 
"Q" matter s concer ni ng Prisoners of Wnr i n their charge, 
and to co- op e~at e wi th the railway Regim~nts concerning the 
emp l oyment of the se Prisoners , 

The 5th Railway Reg iment was in charge of construction 
from THANbYUZA.YAT to h.RIKONTA and the 9th Rail way Regiment 
was in charge from~ KRIKUNTA to NONG PLADUK . 

The SIAfo P.W. Admini st r ation was in charge of the Groups 
of Pri soners of ;~ ar, which will be explained in paragraph 
No . 5 her eunder, and tho i,;ALAYA P .W. i\dmin.is t ration was in 
charge of "F" and "H" Force which are also eXJ>lained in 
the same paragraph . 

• 

---
j 
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The appointments held by the Accused were as follows:-

a) ~ajor-Gen. ISHIDA 

b) Col. NAKAI.:URA 

o) Col. ISHII 

d) Lt.Col. YANAGITA 

e) Major CHIDA 

Commander of the 2nd Railway 
Administering Dept., from 
July 1943 to August 1945. 

Commander of SIAM P.W. Admin­
istration from 20th June 1943 
to 24th July 1944. 

Commander of No. l Group from 
October· 1942 to 20th January 
1943. 
Commander of No. 4 Group from 
March 1943 to November 1943. 
Commander of No. 3 Group from 
November 1943 to ~arch 1944, and 
Commander of No . 2 Group from 
De cember 1944 t o August 1945 . 

Commander of No . 2 Group from 
August 1942 to December 1944 . 

Commander of No . l Group from 
August 1942 to Oct•.ber 1942. 
Conunander .of No. 4 Group from 
October 1942 to March 1943, and 
Commander of No. 1 Group from 
!!..arch 1943 to Aucust 1945. 

7. 

5. ORGANIZATION OF P~F WAH~ 

The Prisoners of War enga~ed in the construct ion were 

divided into 6 groups, the number of men in each group seems 

to have varied from 2000 ·to 8000. A section of the l .ine was 

allotted to each Group. Groups No. 3 & 5 contained Austral­

ians, Americans, Dutch and a very few Br itish. They worked 

on the Burma side of the fr ontier and are not much concerned 

in the present case. Groups No. 1, 2, 4 & 6 contained 

British, Australian and Dutch. They worked on the Si amese 

side of the frontier. Group No. 6 existed independently from 

January 1943 until November 1943 only, when it was mer ged 

with No . 1 Group, and this case is concerned in the main with 

Groups No . 1, 2 & 4 which wer e in existenc from the commence­

ment of the work until the J apanese surrender. The labour 

forces in each Group were. initially divided into two parts, 

. - ----""'""'~-=--
..._ . 
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The appointments held by the Accused were as follows:-

a) ~ajor-Gen . ISHIDA 

b) Col. NAK~URA 

c) Col. ISHII 

d) Lt.Col . YANAGITA 

e) Major CHIDA 

Commander of the 2nd Railway 
Administ ering Dept., from 
July 1943 to August 1945. 

Commander of S Hilil P. W. Admin­
i st rat ion from 20th June 1943 
to 24th July 1944 . 

Commander of No . l Group from 
October· 1942 to 20th January 
1943. 
Commander of No. 4 Group from 
March 1943 to November 1943. 
Commander of No . 3 Group from 
November 1943 to March 1944, and 
Commander of No. 2 Group from 
December 1944 to August 1945 . 

Commander of No . 2 Group from 
August 1942 to December 1944 . 

Commander of No . l Group from 
august 1942 to Oct··ber 1942. 
Commander .of No. 4 Group from 
October 1942 to March 1943, and 
Commander of No . 1 Group from 
1.arch 1943 to Aucust 1945. 

5. ORGANIZATION OF P~F WA.fi~ 

The Prisoners of War enga~ed in the construction were 

divided into 6 groups, the number of men in each group seems 

to have varied from 2000 .to 8000 . A section of the line was 

allotted to each Group. Groups No. 3 & 5 contained Austral­

ians, Americans, Dutch and a very few British. They worked 

on the Burma side of the frontier and are not much concerned 

7. 

in the present case. Groups No. 1, 2, 4 & 6 contained 

British, Australian and Dutch. They worked on the Si amese 

side of the frontier. Group No . 6 existed independently from 

January 1943 until November 1943 only, when it was mer ged 

with No. l Group, and this case i s concerned in the ma in with 

Groups No. l, 2 & 4 which were in existenc. from the commence­

ment of the work until the Japanese surrender . The l abour 

forces in each Group were. initially divided into two parts, 
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one moving ahead clearing t he jungle and mar king out t he 

track, and t he second following behind constructing embankments 

and bridges; the majority of men wer e naturally employed on 

the latter task. Later followed a third party to l ay t he 

sleepers and rails. 

After the line had been made , large number s of Prisoners 

were kept for maintenance purposes and other Prisoner of War 

Gr oups were established in &iam, namely No . 7 in September 

1944 and No . 9 in January 1945, but they are not concerned in 

the present case. 

• When in the Spring of 1~43 it was found that the labour 

then employed was insufficient to complete ·the work within the 
; 

shortened period, two parties of Prisoners of War were sent 

f r om iw:a laya to assist . They were known as 11F 11 Force and 11H11 

Force respectively, but they remained under the administ r ative 

command of ~alaya Prisoner of War Administ ration and evidence 

relative to these two Forces will not be tendered by the 

Prosecution in the present case . 

6 . STATISTICS OF Ps.W . 

(a) The Japanese Report places the total number of Prisoners 

of War emp loyed at about 50,000 and the total deaths at 

10,672. 

(b) An Affidavi t by Capt. N.K. EVANS, wh0 w~s a British 

Prisoner of War employc:id on the Railway, will be produced 

in which he states, that according to figures supplied 

by the Japanese Head Clerk at CHUNGKAI P .O.W. Camp, the 

total number of deaths in the working parties was 

est imat ed at 18,000. 

(c) An Affidavit by John C. REAS, an American Prisoner of War 

will be produced . He states that he was employed in the 
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of War emp loyed at about 50,000 and the total deaths at 
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(b) An Affidavit by Capt . N.K. EVANS , who ~~s a British 
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in which he states, t hat according to figures supplied 
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(c) An Affidavit by John c. REAS, an American Prisoner of War 

will be produced. He stat es that he was employed in the 
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Japanese H. Q. at l<..ai~ 1;,UR I to complete t he Rolls of Prison­

ers of ~ar employed un the Ra ilway . They totalled 64,000 I 

Eritish, ~ustralian , American and Dutch. The number of 

deaths up to November 1944 was 17,000 , and approximately 

3000 died lat er. ~ost of the latt er deaths wer e caused 

by Al lied bombing, and the fi gure also includes Ps .W. 

drowned at sea when their ship was torpedoed. 

(d) Records of "F" Force and "H" Force contain the following 

figures~ -

Q!:_!gjnsl Total 
s t r ength Deaths 

"F. " Force . . . • •• . .. 7,000 3 ,087 

"H" F'orce . . . • • • . .. . .. 2 ,9bf 851 

9 , 950 3 ,938 
' 

(e) By subtracting the f i~ure s in sub-para (d) from those in 

sub-para (c) the following aggr egate totals are arrived 

at i n r espect of Groups No. l, 2, 3, 4 , 5 and 6, 

Strength . ..... .. .. . . .. ....... .. . 

Deaths up to November 1944 •. •• • 

7. TREATr.IBNT OF PRISON~OF ii.Aih 

Approx 

ti 

54,050. 

13,062 . 

Hereunder is a very b1·ief indicat ion of the f acts which 

will be adduced by the evidence in support of the lst , 3rd 

and 4th Charges . 

a) Acgommodi.!,ion. With a very f ew exceptions, accommo· 
dation was insufficient and ectremely bad. I t usual­
l y consist ed of attap and bamboo huts with open sides 
and bamboo sleeping platforms . L l·-Y were not weathel'­
proof , and the floor was of ear~h onl y . In the 
monsoon per i od t he rain drove in, and the floor be­
came ·a ma ss of mud . In all cases the huts V1er e 
gr eatly over-crowded, and the sleeping space allowed 
to each man was i nsuffic ient for any degree of com­
fort. In a f ew Camps t he huts were wooden, with 
r a ised wooden floors. On the other hand, t here is 
evidence that in several Camps the only accommodation 
consisted of a f ew unserviceable tents . 

/ 

/ 
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Japanese H. Q. at KA.i1GURI to complet e t he Rolls of Prison­

ers of ~ar employed on the Ra ilwa y. They totalled 64 , 000 I 
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13,062. 

Hereunder is a very ln·ief indicat ion of the fact s which 

will be adduced by the evidence in supper~ of the lst, 3rd 

and 4th Charges. 

a) Accommod§t!.Qn. With a very f ew exceptions, accommo­
dation was insufficient and ectremely bad. I t usual­
l y consisted of attap and bamboo huts with open sides 
and bamboo s l eeping platforms . 'L1·~Y wer e not weather­
proof, and the floor wa s of earth onl y. In the 
monsoon period t he ra in drove i n , and the floor be­
came ·a mass of mud . In all cases the huts wer e 
gr eatly over- crowded , and the sleeping space allowed 
to each man was i nsufficient for any degree of com­
fort. In a few Camps the huts w~re wooden, with 
r a ised wooden floors. On the other hand, t here is 
evidence that in several Camps the only accommodat ion 
consisted of a f eH unserviceable t.ents. 
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b) Food. This was invariably insuff icient and of ve~y 
poor quality . I t was l acking in the necessary vita­
mins, thus causing physical debility and disease . 

c) ~othing . Very f ew Prisoner s of War were ever issued 
with any clothing , and evidence shows that l ar ge 
numbers of them wer e forced to go about naked , except 
f or a loin-cloth . 

d) Work . Prisoner s of War were gr oss ly over - worked and 
Officers were mad e to work like coolies . The usual 
syst em was that a party of Prisoners of War would be 
allotted a weekly task based on the construction of 
so many cubic f ee t per man per day for a seven day 
week . If ther e was to be a holiday, the 7 days ' task 
had to be complet ed in 6 days , and · if any of the par ty 
fell out through ext r eme illness, the r ema i ning 
Prisoners of Viar had to accomplish his task, as well 
as their own . If it appeared that a weekly t ask mi ght 
not be finished in time, the Prisoners were made to 
work longer than the customary hour s . 

There is evidence that men v.1ere for ced to work 
fr om sun-rise until s~n-set, and ~:~ en l ater . In some 
cases , they were kept at wor k until the early hours• 
of the f ollowing morning . 

e) D iseas~ . Disease was rampant, in par ticular men 
suffered from malaria , beri-beri and tropical ulcers . 
The l ast two of these are well-k· ·ovm as deficiency 
diseases , i. e .:- they r~ ~ult fr c ~ck of necessar y 
vitamins , and under-nourishment. . 

f) Treatment_Qf_§ic~. The sick were consist ently neg l ect ­
ed and brutally treat ed . The r ule was that only a 
cer tain percentage of Pr isoners of War wer e excused 
work on the ground of sickness. If the sick exceeded 
the per centage on any day, the r esult was that a 
number of men , who were in f act ser iously 111~ wer e 
forced to work, fr equent ly being driven to do so with 
blows and kicks. 

Despite many appea ls from Prisoner of War doctors, 
the i ssue of medical suppli es was negligible . ~edical 
Officers had to b~ content with grossly inadequate 
makeshifts . I n consequence ther e were many deat hs and 
amputations of l imbs , which could have been avoided 
with r easonable medical faciliti es. 

g) ~i~pe. Latrines were appallinb . They usually con­
s isted of an open trench with cross slat s of bamboo. 
They were invariab ly· swar ming with maggot s , and in 
heavy r ain they over - flowed and filth was washed about 
t he Camp . 

h) Wt!lli~X · The evidence shows tha L Pr isoners of War 
were frequent ly bc·aten -and i ll- treated , both in Camp 
and at work . Japanese Off icers and NCO ' s were guilty 
of t his practice as we l l as Private sol diers and 
l\orean guards . 

i) ijesponsibility of Ac cused. By vir l 19 of their appc1nt .. 
me. ts , the Accused were ~n a pos i Jn to exercise 
control over their subor dinates , and it was impossible 
for them to be una\lare of the condit ions in which the 
Prisoners of Har were for ced to live and wor k and of 
the treatment which they r ece ived . Evidence will be 
produced that senior P .W .• Officers made many compla i nts 
to t he Japanese Group and Camp Commanders. 

~ 
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The four l ast named Accused lived in close 
proximity to Pr i ~ oner of War Camps and visi ted them, 
so that they haa f irst - hand knowledge of the circum· 
stances . 

The Prosechtion will submit that the Accused are 
all r esponsible for the ill-treatment and conditions 
mentioned above on one or more of the following 
grounds:-

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

Persona l ~articipation 
Expre~s orders or sanction. 
Gross dorelection of duty towards the Ps.W. 

The following is a su: mary r ~ the ev ·G~nce which will be 

proffered against the Acc:1tsed Colonel ISHII , in support of the 

5th Charge:-

-~-' 

On a day betwe0 1st October i 943 and lst December 

1943, which Y'as probnl;.ly on or about 15th November 194..1 , 

Pte. HILTON of 1/5 Bn , The Sherwood For esters, was among 
I 

a par ty of Prisoners of War who were being escorted fr c·m 

TA.ftSAO Camp to work on road-making. 

Pte . HI.LTOi~ st cn .. ped aside into the Jungle to answer 

a call of nature. Oi.e of the Korean guards appears to 

hav~ ordered him to r ~ j oin the party, and an alt ercation 

ensued . They came t o bloV1s, but t her: is a confl j ct of 

e• idence as to who struck first. It is clear tha t HILTON 

did str j_ke the Guard, .. md he was brought back to the Camp 

and tied up outside t he Guard-room. A Court of Enquiry 

was held, but Pte. HILTON wn~ not p1·0scnt. Capt. A.W. 

COXON, Adjutant l/5 bh~rwood For esters, attended the Cour t 
I 

and answered some qu(; s t ions. He has made a statement 

which wi l l be tender e<l in evidence, and will show that the 

Court or ~nquiry was not in any sense a t r ial. The matter 

was referred to Colonel ISHII, who ruled that it was not 

necessary to hold a Court-~artial and ordered the execut­

ion of Pte . HILTON. '.l'hls was carried out by shooting 

about 10 days after hi s arrest . 
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The four l ast named Accused lived in close 
proximity to Pr itoner of War Camps and visited them, 
so that they haa f i r st-hand knowledge of the circum• 
stances. 

The Prosec~ tion will submit that the Accused are 
all r esponsible for the illptreatment and conditions 
mentioned above on one or more of the following 
grounds;- ' 

(i) 
(ii) 

(iii) 

Persona l participation 
Expr ess orders or sanction. 
Gross dorelection of duty towards the Ps.W. 

The following is a su:mary r~ the ev•G 1·nce which will be 

proffered aga inst the Accused Colonel ISHII , in support of the 

5th Charge: -

On a day betwe0i 1st October +943 and 1st December 

1943, which )Vas probaL.ly on or about 15th November 1943 , 

Pte. HILTON of 1/5 Bn , The Sherwood Foresters, was among 

a party of Prisoners of War who wer e being escorted fr c·m 

TAR.SAO Camp to work on road-making. 

Pte . HILTON st ep ~ed aside into the Jungle to answer 

a call of nature . One of the Korean guards app ears to 

\ hav~ ordered him to r ) joi n t he party, and an alt ercation 

ensued. They came t o bloV1s, but t her: is a confl j ct of 

e•1dence as to who struck f irst. It is clear that HILTON 

did str :i.ke the Guard, ... md he was brought back to the Camp 

and tied up out side the Guard-room. A Court of Enquiry 

was held, but Pte. HILTON wo.~· not pz·uscnt. Capt. A.W. 

COXON, Adjutant 1/5 &h0rwood Foresters, attended the Court 
I 

and answered some que;~t ions. He has l'!lade a statement 

which wi ll be t ender e~ in evidence, and will show that the 

Court or ~nquiry was not in any sense a trial. The matter 

was referred to Col onel ISHII , who ruled that it was not 

necessary to hol d a Court-wartial and ordered t he execut ­

ion of Pt e . HILTON . '.i'hls was carried out by shooting 

about 10 days aft er his arrest • 

. --,,;r.-'-------~-
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'l'he following is a sur::r.iar y of the evidence which wi ll be 

proffered against the Accu sed Lt. . Col. Y1-1. , .. \... l'J.' A, in support of 

the 6th Charge :-

ln or about th1:: 1.!onth of February 1943 , four Br itish 

Prisoner s of War es c~ped from a Ca~p which is said to 

have been TAKALIN. .!.hey were:-

7259593 
4269426 

4271150 

3651198 

Sgt . F .J. KELLY , h. A .~.C. 
Sgt . E. h~AY , 9t h bn, boyal Nofthur~erland 

Fu ~ i liers . 
!''us ilier -~ENCALLY-TI1:0THY, 9th En, hoyal 

Northumberland Fusiliers . 
Pte. J. FITZGERALD , R. fi .O.C. 

After being at large for about one month, t hey were 

captured and were br ought back to CHUNGKAI Camp. The 

matter. was d·ealt wi th by Lt . Col. YANAGITA. , who claims to 

have referred the cahi to kajor-General SASA who directed 

that the four Prison0rs of ~ar wer e to be shot, in 

ac,cor dance with an order which he had issued on t th De -

cember 1942. No trial was held, anl: .t .Col. YANAGITA 

caused t he four Prisoner s to be shot outside CHill{GKAI 

Camp on or about 27tL :uarch 1943. 

a) The following is a suu .. ary of the evidence which will be 
' proffer ed against the lccused Colonci l ISHII , in support of 

the Seventh Charge :-

. 
TAkAKAN Camp , whieh was the HQ of No . 2 Prisoner of 

War Group commanded by Colonel I SHI I ,I was situate so 

close to the Railway line that in places the boundary 

fence was only about ~ i'let res distant from the ra i ls . 

The ma i n line crossed the river by a steel brid&e approx­

imately 200 ya r ds fro:-: one corner of the Camp , and there 

---..._ . .....,,.;.__--------



13. 

was also a wooden brid0 e carrying a loop- line less than 

100 yards from the Ca~1 . There were A. A. guns close to the 

corner of this Camp . 

On or about 29th ~~ovember 1944, a ra•id on the rail\lay 

bridges r esulted in the death of 18 Prisoners of War and 

i njury to approximat ely 30 . On or about 13th Dece~ber 1944 

two Prisoners of War were killed by machine- gun bullets 

fir ed from r aiding aeroplanes. Air-raids were r epeated 

during December 1944 and January and February 1945. Prior 

to the raid of 29th Nov·.:.mber 1944, f ,requent r epr esentations 

had been rr,ade for per r,.. lssion to dig suitable and sufficient 

slit-trenches, as the f ew in existence were insufficient 

and very dilapidated. The answer wa s t ~at all fit men 

were r equir ed for Japanese work , and the digging of slit­

tr~nches was not allowtJd . Following the raid, r epr esent ­

at ions eventually succeeded in improving the position , but 
I 

there was never suffic ient cover. The Camp was finally 

evacuated at , the end of February 1945 . 

It is said that on the morning of 30th Nove~ber, the · 

Accused Col. ISHII, visited the Camp but gave no assistance 

whatsoever with r egard to the wounded Prisoners . In 

addition to handling and loading munitions Ps.W. in this -

Camp were forc~d to as ~ ist in constructing ear thworks for 
... 

the A.A. gun positions , and they were r etained during the 

1 alerts . Prisoners of War were al so used to r epair railway 

bridges between bombings , with the r esult that\Pr isoners 

of War were sometimes caught unawares on the bridg~ by a 

raid. 

· The evi dence shows that on two occasions at l east 

Prisoners of War wer e forced to work around unexploded 

bombs . 

b ) The following is a sumn:ary of the ev .idence which v:i l l be 

proffered against the A~cused ~jor CiiIDA, in support of 

\ 
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the Eighth Charge :-

NONG fL/.\DUl\ No. l Camp was within No. 1 Group , and 

Iriajor CHIDA was the Carr.p Comi· . ...indant J• .el l as Commander of 

the Gr oup . This Camp was situate closely adjoining the 

r ailway line, which was always full of rolling stock, and 

there were ra i lway re~~1 ir and maint enance workshops close 

to the South East of t he Camp. 

In the early par t of 1944 only one shelter - trench was 

allowed round each hu t . These were unrevetted and soon 

fell in, and by Septen.ber 1944 the f' r i soner s of Viar had no 

pr otection whats oever, but the Japanese had numerous 

~helter pits and dug- ou ts . During August 1944 and pr evious­

l y, frequent protest~ •rnre made to i11a jor CHIDA by ' t he 

British seni or officer that the Prisoners of War should be 

allowed to dig pr oper slit-trenches , but perm. ssion was 

refused .· · 

About quarter of a mile distance f r om Camp Ho. I was 

Gamp No , II , also a Prlsoner of War c~ i, , which was at a 

safer distance from the rail way line. On the night of 6th 

September 1944, the J apanes e transferred a number of Bri­

tish and Dutch Prisoners of War from NONG PLADUI\ Il to 

NONG PLA.DUK I. That !::ame night Alli ed aircraft dropped 

bombs on the siding West of NONG PLAUUK I Camp anc the 

Camp itself , killing 9b British and Dutch Prison€rs of War 

and wounding mor e than 200 , many severely . During this 
I 

raid Pr isoners wer e turned out to work on the bombed 

sidi ngs , uncoupling munition and other trucks from already 

blazing trains, and moving them away to a safer distance . 

After this raid, all Prisoner s of War were moved f rom NONG 

PLADUK II into NONG PL.~!JUK I, whilst J ~panese Staff and 

Guards were transferred from NONG PLaDUK I to NOIW PLADUK 

II. 

Some weeks after Lhis raid, permission was given by 

I 
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i.iajor CHlDA for the P1 .i. soners of ;·,·ar to dig slit- trench0s, 

and a full r . ~.D. bchemc was organized and implem~nted as 

well as possible , 

In November 1944 , there was another air-raid i n which 

a few Prisoners of Viar werG wotyided, but none were killed ; 

and on 3rd December 1~44 , there was a further r aid during 

which six Prisoners of ~'Ja r wer e killed and 15 wounded, of 

whom some died later. 

11. hELAIIVE CONVfilfIJQN~ 

(a) Without prejudice to it's right to plead all other (if 

(b) 

any) mat erial Conventions, in addition to the customary 

Laws and Us~ c:. s of War, the Prosecution will r ely in 

particular upon the un~ermentioned Conventions, vi z :-

(i) 

( ii) 

International Convention Concerning the Law$ and 
Customs of War on Land. Signed at The Hague , 18th 
October 1907. · 

Int ernat ional Convention for the Amelioration of 
the Condition of the Wounded and $ick in Ar~ies in 
the Field. Signed at Geneva, 27th July 1929. 

(iii) International Convention r elative to · the Tr 1atmcnt 
of Prisoners of .• ar, signed at Geneva , 27th J uly 1~29. 

The first two Conventions mentioned above wer e signed 

and ratif ied by (inter al ios) Japan, Gr eat Britain, 

Australia and the hoyal Neth~rlands. 

(c) Although Japan did not ratify the Geneva Convention 

relative to the Treatment of Prisoneii of War, it became 

binding upon her for the following r easons:-

(i) It was signed 0 11 the said da.t e by or on beha lf of 
forty-seven Nations, including Japan, Great Britain , 
Aust ralia and t he Royal Netherlands, and ratified by 
over forty Nat ions and thus beeame part or evidence 
of the Laws and Usages of War. 

(ii) In a communication dated on or about the J0th Janu­
ary 1942 addressed on behalf of the Imper ial Govern­
ment of Japan to the Argentin~ Embassy in Tokyo it 
was stated: -

--
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(ii) (Cont. ) 

"The Imperial Gov rnment has noc yet r atified 
"the Convention of 27th July 1929 regarding 
"treatment of P1· l' oners of War. They are not 
"therefore sub j ect to the said Convention. 
"None the l ess, tney will apply ""Utatis mut andis 

~ "the conditions of that Convent· · to Engli sh, 
"Cantdian, Au stral ian and Dutch i 1· i soners of War 
"in their power . With r egard to supply of f ood 
"and clothing to Prisoners of War, they wil .L 
"consider on condl Uon of reciprocity national 
"and racial customs of the Prisoners." 

By the said communication, Japan acceded t o t he 
said Convention i n accordance with Article 95 there­
of and the stat e ~f War then existing gave i mmedia te 
effect to such accession. 

12. fil:IDENCE, 

of:-

The evidence tendered by the Prosecution will con&ist 

(a) The Documents specified in Appe~dix B. 

(b) The testimony or the Witnesses named in Appendix c. 
(c) The Statements by Accused specifi~d in App endix D. · 

, 
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>\ • .t _,,ND IX I - · -·-----
DOCU ... :t.rH llhY EVI DENCE -------·-- -----

GENERtlL 

1. Diplomatic documents notifying Japan's agreement to 
observe the Geneva Convention r e la tlve to the treatment 
of Prisoners of War . 

2 . J·apanes e Off'icial hepurt exhibit8d ~Y Affidavit of Capt. 
J.E . Phl>l ' IELu. 

3 . Imperia!_ Japanese I\ ef~ l' l at i ons concc..r ning treatment of 
Prisoners of War . 

4 . Pen~l L3ws with reg~ • . ,;o Prisoners 0f War promul gated 
by Col. Ni\Kl\iiLURA exb i . tcd ty Affida +. of Lt.Col H.C . 
OVITR~. 

E IBST £ SECON!h_THIRD ~g. ): ~2!JRTH CrlAf19E§. 

5 . Affidavit of Capt . r· .r . EVANS . 

6 . Affidavit of Major J. ~·~ . PAh ... .JNS . 

? . Affidavi t of JOHN C. ~EAS . 
I 

8. 

9 . 

Affidavit of Lt.Co2. . ; t .C . E. . J. BtiF.rtE'IT . 
' 

Affidavit of !\1aj or .:.:. . · • BEAVER. 

10. Affidav~t of Lt . Col. li . C. OViTRAM (.1.Lso 6th Char[c ) 

11. Affidavit of Pte. J. _ . HADDE~ ( a lso 7th Charg e ) 

1 2 . Affidav i t of Lt.Ccl · .E. HUGONI~ . 

13. Affidavit of lliajor ; •. .tt. E . DAYRELL. 

14. Affidavit of Lt.CoL l.H . Lj.LLY . 

15. A.ff ida v; t of Lt. Co ' . ~, iL 'J?HOl\:AS . 

16. Affidavit of Iwiajor , . . r .. BRODIE. 

17. Affid,avi t of G. A. J t,JwAN. • 

18 . Affidavit of Lt . Col . µ ,J. D. TOUSEY (re TAMlU<.AN) 

1 9 . Affidavit of Lt . Cc! L . E. nu.r10P dated 27 Jun0 1946. 

20. Aff .idavit of Lt . CoJ . i!. . F . DUi LOP - dated 24 .July :..946 . 

21 . Affidavit of Dvr . A. . ~· · H l\7-~' 'T'rJN . 

22. Affidavit of Capt. !• G .'.1 • PAI~f-.ER . 

23 . Affidavit of Pte . J . J . CTALD . 

24. Affidavit of _M1jor 11 1: . G:,EIJ.EJt . 



, . 
• 

,. 

!PPENDIX I B I (2). 

.. 
25 . Record of ~vidence of Lt . Col. A. E. C .rES • 

26. A.ff idavit of h1ajor F. A. . WOODS. 

27. Affidavit of ~ajor h.j. COUGH - dated 6 July 1046 . 
, 

28 . Affidavit of u:ajor ,, , c, . (JILL. 

29. Affidavit of Capt . f . ~ . CAYLEY. 

/ 30 . Affidavit of Lt . Col . L.J. BAKER . 

31. Affidavit of i\:,ajor P .S .F . JACKSON . 

32. Affidavit of Lt .Col . h .M. ~ORE . 

33. Affidavit of A.T. A DhEVIS. 

34 . Affidav i t of Lt . Col . C.T. HINDE . 

35. affidavit of Capt. 0 . f\ . J~NKINS. 

36. Affidavit of S ~t. G.l.. . VAUGHAN. 

37. Affidavit of ~ajar ~ . h . C . 1 STIBY. 

38 . Affidavit of Lieut. h . RENNICK . 

39 . Affidavit of iYiajor K. S . FEW .. 

40. Affidavi t of hla jor h . ·J.' . Cfu\NE . 

41 . Affidavit pf Lt . Col. G.E. SWINTON ( ulso 6th Charge 
Exhibiting his Report . and 7th Charge) 

42 . Affidavit of Lt . Col. ~ . A . JOHNSON. 

43. Affidavit of Lt. ~.~. b~~ilihIDGE (re TARKENUN) 

44 . Aff idavit of Lt . P.G. LAiri.BRIDGE (re Telegraph Party) 

45. Affidavit of Lt. H.J.·. GOOD&fuAN. 

46 . Affidavit of Lt, J. D. i11ITCHELL. 

47. Affidavit of Capt. ? .r . ELLIS . 

\ 

rIFTH_QHt\hGE 

48 . Affidavit of Sgt. c . ......, . WI LSON . 

49. A.ff idavit of Lt . co!. iLB . KNIGHTS . 

50 . Affidavit of Gnr . s. TAYLOR . 
• 

51. St atement by Capt . W. A , COXON . 
I 

52 . A.ff idavit by Capt. k .J. WOODROFFE- HI LL. 

--- . . 
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(10) Affidavit of Lt . Col. 1. . c . OWTF. A1·i . 

(41) Affidavit of Lt .Col. U. E. S"/iINTON . 

53. Affidavi t of Pt e • A. G. \"IAhlJAN . 

54. • Affidav i t of Pte . A.0 . STO'l'EN. 

55 . tt.ffidavit of f'te. N . l· • CLE\I\KE. 

56. Affidavi.t of cgt . G. 1· h! EbTldlli . 

57. ~ffidavit of Sgt . R. H~LL. 

58. Statement by Capt . KO!AWA, Hayata . I.J.A. Legal Dept. 

§.£IliNTH CHAhGt. 

(ll) ~ffidavit of Pte . J.P . HaDDEN. 
I 

(41) Affidavit and Report of Lt.Col. G. b . SWI NTON. 

59. Affidavit and Report of Capt. C.G. SKINNER • 
• 

60. ~ffidavit of Lt. ru .L. YEOLlAN. 

61 . Affidavit of Major J .h . LLOYD . 

62. A.ff idavit of Lt. T .D . uicCAWLEY. 

63. Affidavit of Major E.h . ~EAGHEh. 

64. Affida vit of F/O . J .1 . WHELAN . 

65. A.ff idavi t of Lt.Col . ..,\ . c. LAMI NG. 

66 . Affidavit of Lt .Col. .I? • j • U. TOO SEY. 

67 . Affidavit of Major ,\ . J • COUGH ·- dat ed 5 A.ugust 1~46. 

68. Affidavit of L/Sgt . G. d .• LOW~ . 

69. Affidavi t of Cpl. L. hu A.CH. 

I 
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' &t~NDIX ~ 

Mr. J .K. GALE . 

tw.·. K. E.W . HATCH - T') 

1ir. G.J. HOUSTOl\i. 

Sgt. H. JONES. 

Air. C.J . DkLDWIN. 

Mr E. GOODER. 
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Statements by the accused:-

' 

- -

Colonel 

Colcnel 

NAl\.AL1JRA Shigeo 

ISHII Tamie 

Lt. Colonel YANAGITA Shoichi 

1Ia ,j c.,r CH IDA Sotomatsu 
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Statements by the accused: -

Col onel NAKAI.1URA Shigeo 

Col cnel ISHI I Tamie 

Lt .Colonel YANAGITA Shoichi 

lila ,; (, I' CH IDA Sotornatsu 
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