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Luzon, P.I., and the Unneceesaey Burning of 
part of the Town of fianto Tomas. Batangae, 
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• • • • 
ll. SjJMMAilY OF EVIDENCE: • 

In the early part of February 1945, the inhabitants of 
Santo Tomas learned that the Mqor and the Provincial Governor were 
no longer living in town (R 1 1 39). Upon learning this the townspeople 
bocaJr.e alarmed and began to (IVacuate their homes, some going tG the 
mountain&, and othere t;ather~d in groups in a few homes (R 1, 39). At 
about 2000 hours on 9 February 1945, n truckload of Jepancee 
soldiers arrived in town and set fire to the houee of the governor'• 
brother in law (R 1). The next evening other Japanese soldiers came 
to the town oetensibly to learn where and why th~ inhabitant• had 
fled (R l, 2). On 11 Fobruary 1945, othor homes were burned ( R 35). 

At 0500 hours on 11 February 1945, Jnpanoee came to Santo Tomas 
and proceeded from place to place where civilians had gathered, taking 
their Jowolr;y, money, and other valuables (R 7, 13), then killed many 
of the inhabitants, poured gasoline on the bodies of the wounded 
and dead and set them afire (R 17, 21). Men, women, children, an4 
babies vere murdered (R 8, 18, 22, 26). There is evidence that three 
of the victios wore probably eubjocted to attempted or actual rape (R 8). 
Approximately one hundred anC. ninety-four reoidcnte of Santo Tomas · 
"'~~~~~~~~~~~p~" ~i~b~i~t--G~ Somo of the victims wore 

a e to escape a e o t e and barbaric treatment r eceived 
at the hands of the Japanese and the three Filipinos who wero accom-
panying them. 

At one home between sixty-five and seventy men, women, and 
children had congregat~d. About twenty-five were ordered ou t of the 
house and taken to a cemetery. Three men of this group wero taken 
t o had been used aa a latrine by the Japanese soldiers, 

~~~*i.-llll;:~i t~ ell in to the 
to be ead. and v 14 He 
what n~d t o at the 

o teey ,. . ). 
. .,:. r.:,- ~.. ) . 
r1i,io~s grp\U) 1 07-app~xima't"cly f\f w· e taken om their 

plac~ of hichrlg1 lilli,~re b~~~cttR~~ \s'\(l\lbet\l. ~IJ>Wll into a pile, 
saturated with gasoline , and then sot afire (R }~).' lrhe only survivor 
of thia group describos how she was bayonetted four times in the back 
and three times µi the front; one of the thrusts killing her five 
months old eon that she waa holdin8 (R 17, 18). 
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Another grour of fifty vore tied and led t o a field whore 
they eaw tho bocHeo ~f twcnt~· men, wo~en. and children who had been 
•tabbed to death (R 21.) This grnup waa stabbed and other group• were 
led to the aame spot and aloo etabb d. Aftorward• gasoline vas poured 

bodieo 1 Ono woman suffered three· layonnt 
wound• on er a • ~ne on t o e oheet, one on the right cheat, two 
on hor thich, two on her l eft arm, and one on her breast (R 21, 22, 
:Gxhibita J, K anc!. L). . 

The Japaneso b~onetted the fiftcon 1onr old daughtor of 
one woman, who, while holding her ono y~ar old daughter, receivod 
eix ~onet wounds herself. The JaJanes~ wore chatterfn8 and laU&hing 
ae tho pila of bodiea on top of her were burning (R 25, 26). 

From one group two Japanese soldi ers vith blood on their 
bafonete took three girls, the oldest of which waa aoventeen , into 
the buahea where the girls begced f or morcy and pleaded not to be 
abuaed (R 8 ). 

A."lother group waa stabbed, thrown into a dug-out and cover ed 
with dirt. (li 31, Exhibit P) • 

• • • • 
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