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Beginning in the t1Ummar of 1935, Japn.neae military planes flaw 
trequently and landed arou~d l'eip' n8 and Tientt!ln. On 3 bl;gi1e t 1935, 
haTinc received report• to that off.,~ t . tt.w "'..h1no •o M4Yd.a h ·.r o: l"o r c \ "'1 

Affair• mado ita f ~r•t vro-;o"'~ t o tho Japuneso EmbaAay. 1t demar.il cd t.ho 
ooaaation of 8Uch flight•~ Tho J~pP.r.os~ • oplied that thel bo~ ' o r efor 
it to the Jf'pR.neee Foreign Offico in Tokyo.. Mtor thia p'..:s :i. ~..a t-:if\r'"/ n9go­
t iation, those illegal flight• o! J~panes~ plnnes d id not d9cr oar9 at 
all, on the contrary, t hey we:o oxtonded to many other aro~o -~ even 
to t he interior province• such a• Shanahi. Suiyuon and Shen~i . 

The Chineae Mtnietry ot Foreign Affair• again prote-: t ed and 
dell&Ddod immediate ceaaation of auch flight•. The proteat stated in 
eub•tance that theae illegal flights of Japane•o airplanos 1n Nort~ 
China would very eeei4• cauae miaunderatandin&• Not only Chinese la•.11 
vero being ignored, but Chir.oeo •ovoroignty wae aleo infring"Cd. China 
had repeatedly tolerated in view of the fact that many iaauos in North 
China had not been aettlod at that time. Now North China hal bocome 
peaceful. Therefore, diploma~ic r elation between Japan and China should 
be promptly conducte4 on a normal baei•. In ordor to avoid a:ny bad 
effect upon the roadjuatment of S'no-.Jf\panoae relations. Japan waa 
hereby demanded to take proper meAauree to atop euch illegal action•. 
O(lnaequont~r thta JapP.llnao noverumAnt. roplie~ thl\t thtt flight undone.ken 
\¥ l~paneae &irplAn•• i~id1p:LAg ~~ Ti~~ewiA ~er~ ba~~d upo~ tAe 
ptoviaiona under Article 2 of the TJ'UlGKU TRUClll. The Cb.ineee Mini•~l'f 
of Foreign Affair• retorted tha.t auch contention on the part of the 
Japaneae Government waa api:arontly a false application since Article 
2 1n tho aaid truce served a limited purpoae of obsorvation during the 
evacUAtion of troops only. Moreover, the area to which this prov1a1on 
could be applied wae also clel\l'ly defined (Soo text ot the TANGKU TRUC~ 
attached below). Ther ef cr a , the JepA.neee f~lee ap9lication of the •aid 
provision could not be tolerated by tho Chine1e Government, and a.gain 
asked that the Jap~neRe government should immediately atop them. i>ven 
after thi• retort, these illegnl !light• of Japanoee airplNlo• •till 
continued. The Chinese Ministry of Foreign .td'fa,.rs, based upon its 
f 1.xed policy, continued to negotiate and to demand their eee3ation. 
The Japanese Government, being unable to Argue on thAt pretext, found 
yet another excuse. It replied th1\t the issue in question could bo 
natu~all.y 1olved, ~ter the Aviation problem between Japan 'l.lld China 
in North China had been aettled. 

The Chinese Ministry of 1ore1gn .U-f air• immediately retorted 
that the issue of aviation liaison betwoen Japan and China in Norta 
China vaa a proclom el together diffo~ont 1n Imture from those illegal 
flight;s. They were distinctly two istiuea which had no connection 
betveen them and which should :1ot be mixed. Tho demand to have these 
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flight• stopped va• again uwle• Moreover, the Chineao Min!.st•Y c,f 
loreign ..l!faira inetructad the Chinoeo £nbaeay in Japan to protest 
to t ha Japaneee Foreit;n Off'ico. :tIROTA, tho JApNlo•o Fore ign Minis:.or, 
ropliod that euch flic;ht• wero bA.eed upon ~ho tnterprotation of tho 
TANGtru TRU~. It took time to take proper moaaurea. J.ftar whir.h the 
area over which the JapRne•e airplan~• made thoir ill e~Pl fl1~~ 3 
continued to expand and extended to the provtncoe o~ Sd~~,u.:ig. Kangau 
and lling•ha· Occaaionall.y they non flew over tho Prov:=.nco of X1angau, 
but durin« theae flight• over Xiangeu, they flew vory high and their 
doatina-*1.on wae uncertf'.in• The co.so wa• cUfferont in Peiping, Tie.n '"·f'!.n, 
T1iJ>«tao and Tainan. Not on~v did they make frequent tripe, but a~· : 
th.oy took passenger• and postftl mail• and uaod tho Cntneee air fi&l~e 
by f orco • 

.u.ccording to the at~tiatice of roaponeiblo govel'Tllllental 
in•titutiona, from June 1935 to April 1937 tho Jap1U1oee pl~noa bad 
mado 761 illegal flight• - thoy woro only tho ee of which we kopt 
record•· Tho Chinese Mint1try of Foreign ~fair• had lodged with 
tho Japane ee 13 wr\tton protests, not t o count those which were made 

oral}¥. 
After November 1935, the JaPftlloao Governmont failod to reply 

to the Chinese protests at all. 

(A.ttached a text of the TJJ;GKU Truce. 
T.N. See Document No. 1870). 
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