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IMPERIAL ORBINANCE
CONCERNING THE HOUSL OF roERS

ve, in accordance with tlie express provision of thne Coa-
stitution of the Fapire of Japan, .erebr pro.ulzate, witia the
advice of Our Privy Jouncil, the present Uriinance conceraing
the House of Peers; a: tc tie dave of its neing carried out,
4@ shall issue a speclial order,

(His Iaperial uajesty's Sign-
slanual) (Privy Seal)

Article I. - The House of reers shall be co.j.osed of tie
following liembers: '

« The we.bers of the luperial Fauily.

2« Princes and warquises,

« Counts, Viscounts and Barons who uave been elected
thereto by the me.ubers of their respective orders.
Persons who have been noiinated by the Euperor by
virtue of election by and fro : aizonz the ..e abers
of the Iaperial acadeuy.

Persons .ho have been elected, one :iewber or two
lleabers for Hokkaido ant each Fu (City) and nen
(Prefecture), by and rrou auony the taxpayers of
tiie highest aamount of direct national taxes on
land, industry or trade therein, and who have been
noainated thereto by the naperor.

Article II. - The unale .e.bers of the Iwperisl Fauily
shall take seats in the ifiouse on reachins their majority.

Article III, - The meabers of the orders of Princes and
of ilarquises shall beco.ue sie.bers on reachiny the age of full
thirty years,

The liember uentioned in tae preceding Paragraph way by
Inperial peraission resign the weubership.

Any person who has resigned the wembership in accord-
ance with the provisions of the preceding raragraph .ay again
becone a Member by Luperial Orders.

Article I° - The members of the orders of Counts, Vis-
counts, and Baruns, who, after reaching the age of full thirty
years, have been elected by the .ie.ibers of their respective
orders, shall becoie ..cubers for a tera of seven years., .uLes
for their election shall be speciclly deter.iced oy Luperidal
Ordinance,

The quotas of the :laubers wmentioned in the preceding
Paragraph shall be 18 Counts, 66 Viscounts, and 66 Barons.

Article V, - Any man of the aze of not lass than full
thirty years, who had been nouiinated by the wnperor as a .deaber
on Aaccount of ueritorious services to the State, or for erudi-
tion, shall be a life Member.

The number of the mewbers ilentioned in the preceding
Paragrapn shall not exceed 125,

When any weaber .entioned in the preceding Paragraph
has becoise incapable of perforauing his functions owing to bodily
or .iental enfeebleaent, the House of Peers shall pass a vote to
that effect and submit the watter to the Luperor for nis
decision.
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Rules governinz the voting wentioued in the preceding
Paragraph shall be decid=d Upoil by thne douce of réers and sub-
mitted to tne Buperor ror His sanction.
tie age or rot less than full thirty

S

Froa .iaen o©
years shall be electsd .y and fro.a amnong the uaenbers of the
Tmperial acadecmy. .Jhen e persons thus elected have re-
ceived their noiination 104 tase E :peror, they shall be iiembers
for a tera of seven vears during such period as they reamain
menbers of the ILuperial aCuufudy. .ules 1or their election
snall be specially detoruined oy lwperial urdiaance.

article VI, .- ..cn of the 46 of not lecs Tuau Lull tharty
years shall be elected in ..okkaido and eac. fu ana nen, one by
and froa ancng 100 tua¥payers ou the il liest wiaount of direct
national taxes on luai., +Luus try or trade tuerein, or two by
and fro.1 anoaz 200 such tuxpayere. wilea tae rersons thus
elected lave received their noilination froi the wsaperor, they
shall be lNoibars for a tera of seven years, Rules for their
election shall be s. 1ally detsrained by Iuperial Crdinence.

The total nuuber of the ..c.ibers ;leationed
nreceding Parasgrap: sizll not exceed Gb, and tae qu
Hokkaido and sach M &nd aen Suall, by ILuperial urde:
prescribed accordini to population a1t each Urdinary

article VII, - Deleted.
Article VIII, - The lcuse of Peers shall, when consulted by

the Luperor, vote upon rules concernins the privileges of the
peerase,

article Ii. - The Huuse of Pesrs decides upon the qualifi-
r

cation of its ..eaber: urd upon digutes concerning elections
thereto. The rules for Lhess decisions suall be passed upon by
the House of Feers and subuitted to the Laperor for hiis sanction,

Article L. - When a tleaber has been centenced to confine-
ment, or to any severe punisi.aent, or nas been declared bankrupt,

he shall be expelled by Imperial Order.

1ith respect the expulsion of a .leaber, as a dis-
ciplinary punicha: in the Louse of reers, the President shall
report the fa ne Eupsror for Eis decision.

Ally lienpd.r tnat aas been expcelled siall be lncapaole
of ugauin beco.inz « «€ulber, unless per.ission so tu 4o anas been
granted by the .uperor.

Article al. - Tae sresident and tiae Vicu~President shall be
no iinated %Yy vihe wirsy 1 8ROt the Menbers for a ter of
seven years.

If an elected . embsr is no.inated President or Vice-

President, h: shall serve in that cdpacity for the terw of nis
leabership,

article «II, - Bvery autter, other tien what has been pro-
vided for in the rresent Laperial (riiiance, shall be dealt with
according to the provisionsz of the Lay of the Houses,

article AIII, - dhen in tns ruture any asumend.ient or addition
18 to be .1ade in the provisions of the prescnt Lipericl Ordi-
nence, the aatter snall be subwitted. to tie vote of tae nouse of
reers.
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Supplementary Provisions,
(Imperial Ordinance No. 174, 1925)

Of the present Urdinance, the aaended provisions of article
L, and also of Item 6 in article 1 and of article 6 shall each
cole into force beginning with the Ordinary slection to be held
in 1925, and the other auended provisions shall co.ie into force
as froan the date of the first Ordinary wlection to be held.

Persons vho, at the tiae of the cowinz iato force of tue
aaended provisions of article 3, are ..eubers under tue pIOvVi-
sions of 4itea 2 in article 1 shall be Menbers notwithstanding
the amended provisions of tue first raragraph of article 3,

The tern of office of ileibers who have been nouinated by
the Eaperor under the provisions of {ten § in the unamended
forner Article 1 and whose tera of office expires in 1925 shall
be governed by the unamended foruier provisions, In cases
where the expiration of the tera of office of such wembers is
prior to the date of the Ordinary slection of ..cubers under the
amended provisions of article 1 to be aeld in 1925, the said
tera of office shall be prolonged to the day preceding the said
date,






