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IMPERil1>L OR~INrl.NCE 
CONCERNING THE HvU&L OE ~~ERJ 

.ie, in accordancA with ti•e exprPss .t'rovi sion of the Con­
stitution of the F...1pire of Jap11n, !!€:rAb:· pro. ul :;ate, \Ii. t.a the 
advice of Our Pri'.T ;)u:lc~.. ~ne prestn ~. L:-:.ina:1ce concer!1 ... ng 
the House of PePrs; a· tc tne date o: !1s DPinu Cdrr ied out , 
.~ shall iss~e a special orc~r . 

(His I . 1perid ] 1J"tjesty•s .3ign-
1: muci 1) (Privy Seal ) 

Article I . - The house of rPers shall be co . .11-osed of t !·1e 
following I . .iel1bers : 

1 . 
2 . 
J . 

5. 

6. 

The ! .• eJ.l'oers 01 .. t he lt!._~e rial Fa.nly . 
Princes and ~orqu~8es . 
Counts , Viscounts and Barons \\UO uave been elected 
thereto by the Jle . .ibers of their r esrect i ve order s . 
Per sons ·1ho have been no 1inated by the Enpe ror by 
virt:.ie of election "ty tmd fro! a'lon~ the .• eabers 
of the I ·1pe-::-ial rlCade .. 1y. 
Per sor1s . .ho hav'3 been elected , one 1.e...iber o r tNo 
t1e.Jbers for 1Iokkaido dnl~ edch Fu (c..;ity) dnd 1 .. en 
(Pr efec t ure), by ~nd f:?.'O .1 a:.1011~ the tuxi-ayer s of 
the highest wnount of direct national taxes on 
land , i ndustry or trade ther ein , and who nave been 
n~ainated thereto by the ~nperor . 

Article II . - The nale Je.aber s of the Isuperia l ..1:1 .. a.11ily 
shall take seats in the iiouse on r eachin~ their m~jority . 

Article III . - The fole,abe rs of the o rde.r s of .?rinc es and 
of da r quises shall beco .ie i·le1ubers on reachin.::, the age of ful l 
thirty years . 

The !.1ember .ien tioned in t.1e preceding .?aragraph illay by 
I :uperial p Pr.:aiss ion resign the lc.e111bership . 

Any person who has r esigned t he i~embership in a ccord­
ance with the pr ovisions of t he r' receding Paragraph .·1ay again 
becone a ~ember by I~perial Orders . 

Article r - The r.ieillbe rs o f the o r der s of Counts, Vis­
counts , and Ba1·uns , who , after r eachin3 the age of full thirty 
years , have been elec ted by the .A abe r s of thair respective 
o rders , shall beco ... e .. 1t.11be r s for a t e r.u of seven yeC::1.rs . ..ml.es 
for their elec tioa si1all be specially dete.r .... L1ed by Iwperidl 
Or d inance . 

The quotas of the . e...i bers 1:ien ti oned in tlle pr e ceding 
Par agraph s hall be 18 Counts , 66 Viscounts , and 66 Barons . 

Article V. - Any man of the a:~e of not lAss than full 
thirty years , who had been no .ii nated by the ~ 1pe ror as a u1e11ber 
on Ficcount of :.ieritorious servic es to the 6tate , o r for erudi­
tion , shal l be a life Member . 

The nllinber of the Me1ubers ;ae ntioned in the vr eceding 
Paragraph shall not exc eed 125. 

~/hen a ny i.ue;o.ber • .ien ti oned in the p r eceding Paragraph 
has beco:.1e incapdble of pe rforJ11ing hi s functions owi ng to bodily 
or .:.iental enfeeble~uent , the .House o f ?eers shall pass d vote to 
that eff ec t and submit the 1.1atter to the A.iperor for nis 
dec ision . 
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Rules ..;ov e rn1,1; the vo ti."?J .. 1unti0Hed in the 1 r~cedin~ 
Para~raph ~i-:.all be dee id')d Uf 0,1 by the .tou..,o or' .r'bers and sub-
111i tt~d to tne h 1p&ro1' fer Hi5 f:lon0 ti 0n. 

Fro ien c f t '1c :.i ~o of ot less :.11on full thirty 
years shdll be t.lect. :. . ·· ur. !. t'!\) i · -:on- thG .:ie nbers of the 
I1nperia 1 "~ad my. :,_ :1 ~ ·, P Per5 ?r.s v, us eJ ectGd have re-: 
c.e:-iv d their no lindtio1. l'~·J l t l'~ E :p~ror, tl1e~' shall be t.,ember s 
for a ter 1 of se,,-en :·cars curi 1:; b ''-~l 1 e>riod 'lS tney re.nu in 
rtlt.·'lbcr~ of the !.J"1P.i''l .• .Jl n.c~Ar .. iy. . ~le~ ·v r tnr::ir ~lection 
sha 11 bB s .r eCiul lr Jct :.Jim. .l b: I.u:h.a'l ..J l vr<.!1.iance • 

.11.rticl~ VJ.., - •. "'n of t~h'? .... 't. ... ..f •. ot lt.~» tu.;u full t1nrty 
year~ shall be elected. u •. 01<:<<Jido c..11..i 13<..1..C.1 .r'u anci £1..cn , ono by 
tind fro .1 ;.H1cng lC1: t ·: pdye't•s v.t' tte •• 1 .. :~cvt .. , . ..iowit vf a.1 rect 
netio:iul t..u;.t.s o;. l~i .. , ~r .... dt.- tl) or tr&de t .. er1;;in , or t.10 b y 
And fro i c:Jllo::; 2<'0 .::;ur.h tuxr~·i~'c..r~. . . ,1~.1 ti.t;.. ;1:i r sons thus 
e l ected :1C1va recciv~J. t':c.ir no 1ina Ci on fro, the i.:, 1peror , they 
shall be :L 1b;rs fc'!' o ter i of seYer. years. Rules for their 
el~ction shall bes .ially de~~J· 1ine 1 by I 111pe rial vrclinunce . 

The total nu·1oer of th., .. ·lb-r s tbntioned in the 
"'rs~~din:~ ?ur.l ~rao: s:.:...11 nc.,t p·:cc>t--J fJf) , "11ld t,1c;, quota f o r 
,foi<kaido !11.d edch .lu C#Od .1.L .. s.1c..ll, by .I 1.11cridl vrdar, be 
pr e3cribed clccordin_, to po.r 1·1tior. 1t t:dch urdiuary .ulection . 

1Lrticle Ti! . - Delete 

Article VIII. - The r:( use of i.) .e r s sh&l l , · . .rhe;n consulted by 
the l:Jpe ror, vote uyon rules cor.c13rn i n3 tho ~ .riYil oc;es of the 
peero ~e . 

Articl e L~. - Tho .!t...t.tsc of ?e ;r~ decidGs upon th1;;; qualifi­
cation of its ..• e-. • .iber~ u!:.'1 u1)0n cli .... 1utes cor.cerning elections 
th~reto . The rules for Li~~o d&c1sions ~'bll b~ pus~~d u~on by 
tl1G Eouse of l)ecr s and -:t...b .. 1i tt&d to tho .c. . .. }>uror for hi5 sat:ction . 

Article A. - ,'/hen a de uber ha3 bo6n ::.entenced to confine ­
ment , or to any severe I>Un i s:_11en t , or 11a3 be.an declared ban.i<:rupt , 
he shall be expelled by I:npe.:iol Order . 

ii th rer,_Ject to th..: ~xpul.s ion uf d 1.c:acer , as o dis ­
cipl inary puni~hm-:mt in ~b .. uouse of ... e ors , the .r?residcn t shall 
r eport th e fucts to tr:..: Ealf ? r or for ;:i.:; dE.cision . 

.ti.lly 1.1eJb~r tc:it .1a..; tee:~ ex1 ..;!led 5lldll b6 incdtJC1ule 
of •1sllin bi:>co.iin.:; '"' .. e .. 1be;r , anles.J 1:tr 1i.s510n 50 tu ao nas oeen 
grant '3d by tht:. ..:..Jpo::ror. 

Article J•L - TJ.1e • resi.:ient Jn c.l ~ .lb Vic0 - Prosident shall be 
no iinat~d ':,J. r,:,c .... 1:-:::.!·or fro •. 1 arJo . .r th., -~t:.nb1;;;!''> for s t c r1.i of 
sev0~ year·3. 

If cin elec t ed , :emb0r is no .. 1inated l-1resi dent or Vic e­
President , h . ..:. shall serve in ti·kat Cdf .1.ci ty for the te;r .. 1 of nis 
i ;c .. 1bsrsh ip . 

Article ~ar. - .t::very .Jutter , other t11an \Jhat he.ts be6n pro ­
vided for in the .:.~resent I.J.r>ori •t l L:i:· li 1.'"1nc P. , sh:.ill be deul t with 
accor ding to th G provisio:i.:-i of tlle La .1 of the douses . 

h.rticle J·~III. - 11,en in tha 1' 1 .. tur e any C:1111end . .ien t or ddcii tion 
is t o be . lade in the .... r oYi sivns cf the pr r.s. nt I.1.ycri...il Ordi­
m.nce, tho .l.SttP.r s~Mll bi· s ub.uitted. to t.16 vot.P nf t .. 1c· nouse of 
rcfH' R . 
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Supplementary Provisions. 
{Imperial Ordinance No . 174 , 1925) 
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Of the present vrdinance , the aJended provisions of hrtiole 
4, and also of Ite•n 6 in .,rticle 1 encl of ..t\rticle 6 shall each 
co 1e into force beginni!'lg with the Ordinary ~lection to be held 
in 1925, and the other m1onded provisions shall co.~ into force 
as fro a the date of t~1e first Ordinury .. 1ection to be t1eld . 

i>ersons 'f.ho , d.t the tL10 of t hE; co...iL1~ l.Hto l'vrce o.i.."' t ~1& 
a.aended pr ovisions or' •• rti c le; J , dre ..• c • .JDcrs under tiu~ ,t.1rovi­
s ions of .lte .. 1 2 in n.rt:cle l &hall be Moiilbers not.1ithstanding 
the B4lended vrovisioru, O!."' ti10 first rura~r.;ph of .n.rticle J . 

The ter'l ot' office of l.I~1bers \vho have been no.Jina tad by 
the E :ipe r or und er the ;'rovis ions of J. teii 5 in the unamended 
for:1er Article 1 and who~e t er1 of office expire s in 1925 shall 
be governed by the una111cnded for •. 1c r pr ovisions . In cases 
whe r e the expiration of tne t er 1 of of rice of suc h mcmb&rs is 
prior t o the: date of the Ordinary J:.lectiun of .• ..,,1.ibers unde r the 
emended provisions of .1.rticlu 1 to be .1eld in 1925 , the Sdid 
t er .:1 of office sl1all be pro longed to the ddy 1- recediJ1g the said 
date • 




