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Army Form A 8688 

BILITIRY COURTS FOi THE TlllL or Wll CIUlllNILS 
D.J.A.G's Case No .... ~2.~/~!A ............ . 

Name of Accused 
(including Rank, if any) 

-
Mlljor Chida Sotomatsu 
Captain Komai Mitauo 
Sergeant- Major Iijima Nob.le 
Sergeant Watanabe Masao 
Sergeant-Major Urikawa 
voahharu 
Sergeant Watanabe Seikei~hj 

JOINT CHARG~ 
1st Charge 

Arm or Former Arm of 
the Service 

All ot Imperial 
Japanese Anny 

CHARGES 

Age Date and Place of Trial 

--- --
5-7 February 1946 

Si rcAPORB 
- -

Convened by 
- -

Commander Singapore District 

COJE''I'rl'IOO A \VAR CRI' 'X, in that they at Kanburi Camp between 29 Aug and 10 Sep 43 in 
violation of the laws and usages ot war oruell,y beat and maltreated Sergeant-Major Thew 
at that time a pri soner of war in their custody in consequence whereof severe suffering 
and injuries were inflicted on the said prisoner or war. 
2nd Charge 
COMMITTJNG A WAR CRIMB, in that they at }(Jlnburi Camp between 1 and 29 Sep 43 in violat ion 
or the laws and usages of war cruelly beat and 111altreated Major Slater, ll.ajor Smith, 
Lieutenant Collins, Lieutenant . Lomax and Lieutenant 1.~ckay at that tii:ns prisoner s ot war 
in their custody in consequence whereof severe suffering and injuries were inflicted on 
the said prisoners of war. 
2_rd Charge 
COMMI'l'Tl?G A WAR CHil13, in that they at Kanburi Camp on or about 29 Sep 43 in violation 
or the laws and usages of war cruelly beat and maltreated Captain Hawley and Lieutenant 
Armitage at that time pri soners of war in their custody in consequence whered'1he said 
prisoners or war met their deaths. 

President and Members of the Court (except Legal Member) Judge AdvocatefLegal Member 

Lt-col. L.G. CO~ 

Ma jor W.M. GRAY 
Capt . 1.D. KOHLI 

Dept of J.A.G. in India 
Solicitor 
1st :an The Cameronians 
2nd ~n The Punjab Regt. 

N/A 

Finding 
GUILTY NOT GUILTY 

Captain Komai Mi tsu·-o- ----•-c-h_i _d_a_S_o_t_o_m_a._t_s_u--=-2=n=d=--&--}rd Charges 1st Charge 
Pleaded 

1st Charge Not Guil ty , 2nd Komai Hitsuo All Charges 
Iijima Nobuo All Char ges 

& 3rd Charges Guilty. The Watanabe ? ~asao 2nd & 3rd Charges 1st Charge 
remainder pl eaded Not urikawa Yoshharu All Charges 
Guilty to all charges \'/atanabe Seikeichi " " 

Sentence and l\Iinute of Confirmation 

Urikawa Yoshharu Imp for Life 
vatanabe Sei keichi Dnp for Life 

Chida Sot omat su 
Komai . !itsuo 
Iiji1na Nobuo 
Watanabe '.~sao 

8 years i mp 
Death by hanging 
Death by hanging 
1 day imp 

Conrinned by GOC Singapore District 
on 11 : re.rch 1946 

\Vhen and where Promulgated :- 12 ?.~ch 1946 

Date of Receipt To whom sent Date sent Purport 

\\ I. 21lie9/6'lW 6uW fi/ 45 KJT./ ltlli 4 Cp. 38,J 
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Anny Form A 8688 

lllLITllY COURTS roa TBE TIIIL or WIB CRllllNILS 
D.J.A.G's Case No ............... 65004: ... JAG.. 

Name of Accused 
(including Rank, if any) 

Arm or Former Arm of 
the Service Age Date and Place of Trial 

~-~~1~~~-~ 

:Major CJiJl)A SOTOMATSU 
Capt. l.tOl.tAI MI"SUO 

5, 6, and 7 Feb 46 
All of ·che 

$. M. IL1ll1A NOBUO 
Sjt WATANABE MASAO Dnperi f'l Japanese h.nny ·--------- --------
S. lJ.. URIKAWA YOSHINARU 
Sjt WATANABE SEIKEICHI 

· Convened by 

Cornna.nd;; Singa~o;e ~istriot 

CHARGES 
1st Charge Comnitt i ng a .·1ar crin1e, i that they at Kanburi Camp between 29 i\ig and 10 Sep 43 

i n viofati m of t he laws and usages of war oruellj beat and mr-iltre ted Serjeant
Maj or Thew at that time a prisoner of war in their custody in consequence whereof 
severe su:f'f ering and in juries vierc i nflicted on the said prisoner-of -war 

2nd Charge CCmmitting a WPr crime, in that they at K.anburi Cami> between 1 and 29 Sop 43 in 
.... violil,tion of t he laws and usages of war cruelly bea and mal treated l~jor Slater, 

Major Smith , Lieutenant Collins , Lieutenant ~and Lieutenant lfaoKay at t hat 
time prisoners of war in their custody in consequence .. hereof severe suffering and 
injuries 1ere inflicted on the sai J pr-.soners of \'Tar. 

3rd Charge Com,dtting a 'Vrar crime, in t h.at they at Kanburi Camp on or about 29 Sep 43 in vio
lation of the laws and usages of war cruelly beat and maltreated Captain Hawley and 
Lieutenant Armitage at that t i m prisatern of war in their custody i n consequence 
whereof the said prisoners of war met their death.;;. 

President and ~{embers of the Court (except Legal l\temhcr) Judge Advocate/Legal Member 

Lieut. Col. L. G. Coleman, Dept of the JAG in India 

l~jor W. l.i. Gray, 1st Bn The Cameronians 
Capt. R. D. Kohli 2nd Bn The Punjab Regt 

. Pleaded 

Accused No•. j,3,4 , 5, ,"· 6 
All charges - Not Guilty 
Accused No. 2 -

1st Charge - Not guilty 
200 ,J>. 3rr1 '":ba r ges - C,1; Jty 

Finding 

Ac;;used No. 1 - 1wt charge - :trot GUilty 
2nd & 3rd charges - Guilty 

Ac(.;usecl Ho. 2 - All charges - Guilty 
Ac used No. 3 - All charges - Gu lty 
Accused No. 4· - 1st charge - l!ot Guilty 

2 00 .,, }rd c};eg rses Qu1 1 ta' 

Sentence and Minute of Confirmation 

Aocused5"&l):. 
All charges -

Guilty 

Accused No. 1 - 8 year s' Impri so'11Tlent J 
Accused Nos. 2 & 3 - death by h'1n,) .. ng ...i 
Accused No. 4 - 1 d:>ys ' :tmpr iaorunent " 
Accused ·ios. 5 & 6 - Dipri;;>o 'Jllcnt for life~ 

Confirmed by GOC 3ingapore Di strict on 11 
l ar 46 

\Vhen and where Promulgated :- 12 Maroh 46 

Date Qf Receipt 'l'o whom sent Date sent 

he o.rov e sen ... enoe impose.l n S. 1:. 
. t CRAN~I on 14 ?:Arch 1945 t 0927 

' he above sc.nt n..;e imp ocd n Captain KOUAI 
t CHANG I on 14 1.arch 1946 t 1002 hrs 

\\ I. 2!>ill9/G800 SW11 9/45 KJ l,/ 109~ Cp. 38/ :t 

Purport 

vns !•Ut into executi n 

'SUO was put into execution 
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" " MILitABX QOUBt FQB ZQ DIAL Ql IM CBIMIMif• 

ACCOB&D 

P LACS 4 DATB 
Ql QDL 

com coavpp u 

rm1ppr 

--
Q!tW 

ppt 

EDP DA 

1mpC1 

COllmgp 

P!QMWA•TID 

upegs 

DISPOSAL fl 
PBOQR'PIIGS 

J)JAQ ilnli 
Case lo. 66004 JAG. 

1
1 lla~or CBIDA · SOfCll.l!SU 
a capt. ~(II.A.I KU8UO - -
3 8.M. IUD& BCJBUO 
4 S~t IA!UABS IUIAO 
6 8 .M. UBIU.U YOIBDABU 

(e Sjt IAZAIABK &•IUICBI 
ill ot the Japan••• Al'U -
attaobecl a fpt Col1111n BIASc, 

&inlapore 6 9 6 aD4 7 Peb 46. 

CGmi"'nder 81alapore D11trlet. 

Lt Col. L.O. CollUll9 Dept of the JAG 1D 
11141a 
Solloltor. 

KaJor l.M.Grql lat BB !be C.eroniw 
C.pt. B.D.bbl IDcl Ba !be PDJa'b ae1t. 

See attaobecl cbar1• ab .. t. 

Aoc:•ecl t~J • All obarl.. • .. t Ga!ltJ 
• lat ollar1• - ••t llalltr 

m 
a a: a obal'1•• • a.iltl .. - ill -..,.. - s.i au tr 

• - ill obar1•• - llet ldltJ • - ill obar1•• - .. , la1lt7 • • All Obarl.. • •ot GalltJ 

Aocuaed (1) - lit obarl• - Sot ca.iltJ 
a a: a obar1• • a.11t1 • 

f !~ 
- ill claar1•• - Cldlt1 .. - All obar1•• - ClalltI ... • lat olaar1• • •ot Oil ltJ 

a a a ohar1•• - a.11t1 
• t6~ • ill obar1•• .. Oailt7 .. e • ill Obarlel • GlailtJ 

Aocu1e4 (1) • 8 ~•ar1 · 111prl101111ent. .. ca~ a ca - a .. tb bJ bul&illl· • 4 • 1 4a71• Illpr1aonaent • 
• ~6 &: (6) .. Illpr1aonaent tor lite. 

11 Marob 46. BJ GOC·Slnlapore D1atr1ot. 

12 llarob 46. 

!o .l03 BQ AU'SB.l ••• \ ~ M-~~ ••••••••• 

JAG or the Porcea ••••••••••••••••••• 



' 

I I 

\_ 

MILitW CQUBZ FQB ZU DIAL Ql IM CBDIIl+J§. 

.lCCUBID 

P LACS a: DilB 
Ql QIAL 

CQ"IT COltpgp BX 

pm1gm 

..,. 
g1tw 

rqpDG 

smpc1 

COIPDUP 

uptps 

1
1 llaJor CBIDA ' 80f'11A!SU 
2 capt. ~I KUIVO -
3 S.K. IUD& IC.UO 
4 S~t WA!UDI IUIAO 
6 8.M. UlllAIA !OIBimABU 

(8 Sjt IA!AIOI ISIUICBI 
ill ot tbe Japan••• au -
attached a !pt eo11111n alASc-

Silalapore &, 8 and 7 Feb 46. 

Lt Col. L.O. CollUll, Dept ot tu JAG 1a 
ID41a 
Solioltor. 

llaJor • .M.Grql lat Bn !be C.emla• 
capt. a.J>.bbl Incl Ba !be PmJ•'b a.st. 

See attached obar1• 1beet. 

.lccu1e4 t~J • All obarlM • 9ot ClailtJ 
• • lat elaaz'I• - lot "'1lt7 

m 
a a: a obarl•• • ca.11tr • • ill ........ • let Chai tJ 

• - ill obar1•• - Sot ldlt1 • - ill obar1•• - lot llallt1 • • All oharl.. • lot ChailtJ 

Accuaed (1) - 11t oharl• • lot a.lltJ 
2 a: 3 obar1•- a.11t1 

" .. 
"I 
" " 

~
2) - ill char••• - ClalltJ 
3) • All ohar1e1 • GalltJ 
4) • lat ollar1• • lot Ollllt1 

I a: 3 obarl•• • Qailt7 
(6) • All obar1e1 • Oallt7 
(I) • ill obar1e1 • CllliltJ 

Aoou•ed (1) • 8 1•ar• lllpriao ... ent. 
• (Ii a: (3) • 4eatb bJ banlinl· 
• (4 • 1 4a71 1 Impr1aonaent. 
• (6 & (6) - lllprlaonaent tor lite. 

11 .. rob "6. BJ GOC-Sinlapore D1atr1ot. 

12 llarob 46. 

D ISPOS.lL al 
pocsspDQS !o .l03 BQ All'SBA ••• \ ~ M-~~ ••••••••• 

JAG ot the rorcea ••••••••••••••••••• 

DJ AG ill'Sl.l 
Cale lo. 66004 JAG. 
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QRtBQI SUE 

Comlittins a war a1M, 1D that tbe7 
at hnburl cap between 29 Aue an4 
10 Sep ei3 1D •1olat1on of t1ae la•• and 
u•as•• ~ war on1ll7 beat and -1treatt4 
Ser~eant·Ma~or tbn at tbat tiM a pr11oner 
of war 1D their ca•to47 la oou1queno1 
llbereof ••••rt 1Uf t1r1D1 an4 ia~ur1t• .. re 
1Dtl1ctt4 on the •a14 pr1aoner ot war. 

CO.lttlq a war ors.1, 1D tbat tw at 
hnbvl Cap bttn• 1 and • a., 41 ill 
violation of the la•• anc1 ••as•• ot war 
oruell.7 beat an4 ll&ltr .. tt4 .. ~or Slater, 
.. ~or S.lt!l1 Lieutenant eouw, Liwteant 
X..ax an4 w.•tenant .. ~ at cbat tiae 
prl1oner1 ot war la tbtir cnaato47 1a 
coa1equtno1 wbtreof a1Y1r1 ntfertas and 
1Ajurl11 were intl1ctt4 oa tbt aa14 
prl1oaer1 of war. 

Co•ittln& a ws or1at, 1D tbat tbe1 at 
~aaburi Cup on or about 89 Sep 43 la nolatlon 
ot tbe la•• an4 .. .,,. ot war ora1ll7 beat 
and •ltreatt4 captaia Bawl17 aa4 Li•tenaat 
Araita11 at tbat till• prlaona1 of war 1D 
their aa1to47 1ll ooaa1queao1 wbereof tu 
said pr11oaer1 ot war •t tbeir 4eatba. 
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..\BSTR/l .. CT OF' EVIDENCE • . . .------------------·-·--
Ill th\:: ~ilse vf :-

Major Chida Sotomatsu 
Captai~ Komai Mitsuo 
S ergea~t-Major Iij imn ~obuo 
Sergeant Watanabe Masao· 
Sergeant-Major ur.ikawa Yoshi nari1 
Ser geent Watanabe Seikeichl. 

1. In August and September 1943 t he accused Chida Sotomatsu was 
Commandant of t he Office~s ' P.o.w. bamp at Kanburi, Thailand. His 
adjutant wa~ the al.!~Used Komni Mi tsuo, o.nd the remaining accused wer_e 
members of bis staff. · 

2. Towards the end of August 1943 1 a wireless set was discovered bt 
the Jap !it!litary :?o:.:..:.~e in the .possession of a British P.O.W. working 
with a ~ea~by llikit. On ~he i s t September, this prisoner (Sergeant. 
Major Thew) was brought to Ka:nburi Ga.1lp t"gether w1 th Sergeant Sm1 th. 
They were or d0rcci. to cake '4 ~v:':i.tte11 statement about the wireless set. 
They did this and we~e afterRards stoo~ outside +.,he guard room tor 2 
days. On 'the evening of t':le s13cond day at about 8 o'clock, Thew wns 
interrogated by Xomai Mitsuo in ·the camp office. After he had , 
answGred a few questions, the escort ·was called to take him to the gua·"i 
room. As the party were loaving the orfice Koma! ordered a Korean 
follow them and beat "that Westerner•: up. The Korean obeyed unw1111· 
and Komai expressed displeasure o.t tho light.'"less of h1s blows. 
Thereupon Komai himself took part iD. the beating assisted by the othe~ 
accused, witrr the exception of Major Chida Sotomatsu. · Afte~ the bea' 
Thew -was left outside the guard room for 4 days. He was hardly 
conscious and cr.uld not ste.nd, Amongst other injurios, he sustained 1 

burst ear-drum: 

3. Some ~ays l ater 5 Officers, Ma~ur Slater, Vajor Smith Lieutene 
Lomax, Lieutenant Collins and Lieutenant. Mackay, were brough! into -
T<'\nburi Camp I'or L"lt e:n.roea'cio"'.1. in connoe;~:..on w1-ch the wireless incidenf- . 

!.ng been s ear ched, t~cy woro beat en boforc t he office. Major Sm1 tl" . 
.t.ost consciousness -~aor t he ~ea~ing. Lieutenant Lo!ZIB.x had both arms 
brokenc T!l.cy wcr u lt. ft as they1 wer o out~iQO the office with no medicbl 
atten tion , but the I'.olloving day a Dutch P.O ~W. (Dr. Van der Eyden) . 
attended Major.· Smit !... tra~o:..· 3mlth handed ovur $Ome papers to the 
Doctor who passt:Jd. t hem cc Lieutc!lant Collins for safe cus tody. When 
this was <llsco-.. -er aa by ~omai > ho sumctonod Collins to the guar d room afl<J 
had him oeateno 

• 
4. The v1.c t:lwz t af'tor th<: in'terro ga tions, were handed over to ' t ha 
Mili tar·y Police and oJYu~r\;ually 'tra:isf arrctl to Singapore for trial by I 
Court .Martial..- O:i o:- abou t ?.9·~h Septombor , 2 more Officors, Captain: . 
Hawl ey and Li e;;;:cona:-L t A;:t:t~.tc..gt. 1 were ·orought into Kanburi Camp and 
interrogated bofore ~he.; 6UA.rd room under tho dir ecti on of Komai. Thf 
were beaten by t c: ;~c1~c..;6 :r. 01· mor e than 4 hourse They both died unc 
tho b eating. 

5.: Thcugh the accused Ch:!.C.a Sotmnutsu took no pa!:·t in any of t1'o 
b oo. tings hims elf:, th<.3ro is c;vidon"v ~he:. .r .. ~ .rtn-.-.; ":'.·~a t was going on1 
tnat h o actuall y witnessed eomc p9.rt of the beating :.ir ilhw"!..oy and Armj 
Ho took no act! on whatsoev e r to pu't a stop t o U'lo :natter and after t h 
~urdar of Hawley and Armitage , di d his bost to conceal t ho affair antl 
·behaved in ever y W&."5/- as CAn accomplieo, Furthcr!!lore , as camp commando.\ 
:10 was responsib::.G for the proper trel'-i-rn-.:mt of P. O.\/. in hi s custod 

6. Th e fr:- l l owing \'li·tnc:sses hnvo made statements ~o the above e.fff.M 
and thei r evidence will be produced :- ~ 

A.0 t-:.-ig l nci~r·· Lie ut . ,T ~ C:.lUll 
C·19 t < . .d !! 'J.

1h . ;: ~ Vall d l;!' , Eycc.."l 

E~8lgn S.J. 3iotbuom 

I 
• ~ · · e~.R~N. E.I . A . 
Jo•·~ ·· ~ (formerly P.o.w. Camo 

doctor at Kanburi). · 
.., , .. , , . "":.~., Gr II (R.N. E. LA. ) 
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I 2. 

) Kunimoto Kensaku 
Kanemitsu Takahiko 
Iwao Takamini 

~ Koroans , f ormerly P.O.W. guards ~ 

C.Q.M.S. 
Captain 
C.Q.M.S. 
Lieut-Colonel 
Captain 
Captain 

Lovell 
Gregg 
Knowles 
Fitt 
Ron wick 
Gilchrist 

) 
) 
) 

~ 
) 

formerly prisoners or war in 
Kanburi Camp. 


