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Regulations Pertaining to the Service of Public Officials 
July 30, 1887 Imperial Ordinance No. 39 

We approve and sanction a revision of the Regulations Pertaining 
to the Service of Public Officials, and hereby ca~ee the same to be 
promulgated. (Countersigned by the Prime Minister). 

Regulations Pertaining to the Service of Public Officials 

at. 1 All public officials should be first of all dili gently 
loyal to His Y.9.jest y and to !H s Majesty ts Govel .. nmont, and shov.:£.d per­
form their respective Q.ut!.es in conformity with the la·Gs and. ordinances. 

Art. 2 As to their d~tie"e , public officials must obeerve the 
orders of tht"ir offlco chief; they may, however, er.press their o~inion 
concerning those orders. 

Art. 3 'Public officials mt'.st hold honor high, and are forbidden 
from any· avaricioas act reg9.."l'dleBB of wheth~r t hey l.ll'e on or off duty. . . 
Public officials should officially and non-officially ex~rt th~meelves 
BG ae-not to abuse their power, and to be prudent and kind. 

Art. 4 Public officials are forbidd~n from diV\ll.ging any official 
eecrets no matter whether they concern t heir own i'l.'ty or have been 
heard from some other offic!.al. This april:tee eq'Jal ly after their re­
tirement. When a public official 1e SWlllJl•med into cour·~ as a witness 
or an ezpert witnese and is questioned concer.ntng official eeerets, 
he may testify only about matters sanctioned by hie office chief. · 

Art. 5 Public officials are forbidden to show those concerned 
privately documents which have not been officially issued yet • 

.A.rt. 6 Public officials may not l eave their duties nor their 
pl~e of employment at will without the permission of the office .chief. 

Art. 7 Public officials may not become president• nor directors 
of commercial concerns unless they have permission of their office 
chief • 

.A.rt. 8 Public officials me;y not in connection with their duties 
receive, directly or indirectly, any gift from 'there whether it be in 
acknowledgement of services, remuneration, or for any other reason, 
unlese they have permission of their office chief. Hie Majesty'• 
approval is required t.ilen public Qfficials receive a decoration, grant, 
aalaey or ·gift given by the sovereign or goTernment of a foreign country. 

Art. 9 Public officials whoee duties give them direct connection 
with the persona hereinafter enumerated may not be banquetod by them: 
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l.. Thone who cmitni.ct for the, constru.ction work of 
government off icoo~ 

2~ 'i'h':>~o who e.r13 t'~!J_rnn:?i ble for ex-:hP.ngo P.nd. P.cco,.int ;;-. 
of gOV'3l'nmont office c. 

3. Ent:.-ez~eneurs subsi~J.zod by govorrunent offices. 

4. Those who su:~ply the equipmont for government officoo. 

5. Those who Ir.ake vPxicue contracts ~ith govo~m:lsnt off!cee• 

Jlrt. 10 Those t·rho a.re eoni~1 · y'l!i>lic.of.fki"l1o rr~.;1 n•:q;. d:·.~~e.r · 
officially or r.on-officially. r~cc:we prest:1nt s f.: om t:i~:.r ei-1.r.t.r-dinf!.tes • 

.A.rt. ll PubHc officiP.ls and thei:-.- f.•.ttill.es m::-.y not onff.160' in 
trP-.de, either directly or indirectly , unless the;; !:ave permhl:)i.On of 
their office chief. 

Art. 12 Public officinls mn.v not be members of sec\iri't.iee and 
commodities e~cha.nge co:q.10.L"'P.tions noi· he.Vo inll.ir<;ct connection \'Ii ~h 
like speculP.t ~Yo concerns. 

Art. 13 . ?ublic officials m.-.cy not angAge for remuneration in work 
outside their. regular dutios, unlees they have permicsion of i~oir· 
office chief. 

Art. 14 • . Bankruptcy and the incuri·enco of debt boyono. one= s :neans 
shall be conei.dered reprehensible. 

Art. 15 Public officials ma~' n0t rece:tv~ free tickeh or fros 
passes from privPte· ma.il. steamship lines or from private rnih'f.l~ com­
panies. 

Art. 16 The directors of bure9ns, he'l.de of offices, llnd ot·ner 
chiefs of section:i shall encl'3:1nr tc: s..:.p~~= ·: .ntend public offi.:ial.s Wldor 
their Jurisdiction and to Eldrmmioh t1:em .,,r.ore t hoir net;lig<'::'!C:e i~ out­
side the limit of disciplinnt'y maeeurna. I ·a r.'a·~e ."discipline.ry me-fl.au.res 
are deemed neces2:u:y, notice , in ti.c~ i:P.il. r,'!';aJ.1 •. be· givon . to the competent 
office chief. To conceal .and igno~e th~ f~cts, deepito alm.renese of them 
shall also be considered repr.ehenai.::1e. ·.. · 

J~t. 17 .['}lase Regulations s..~r.ill ·a:9p l y to Eigher Civil Service 
officials. to officiA.ls of HAltUl~ rank, f'.nc. to those who B.re ongPeed in 
~ublic services for remun~ration. 



L 

IPS DOC' NO. 3227 

9. ~ !! ! .!. l. I. ~ ~ ! ~ 

fil'-tfment of S9urce . en<' AutJlWllciU 

I, MiohiJl.QJ:i YO~II ho:re'by certify t lmt I am officially connected: 
with the JapanDBe Government in the following capAcity : 9tief of 
Archives And D~curilent _$sction. Second Domobiltzation :Bureaui end that 
a.a such official I have custody of the documont copy :her etc a.ttA.Ched 
consistin€ of 1: p~es, dated ~ July , l e87_end describe~ as follov.a: 
«'fioia.l copy of Im·~e:-iAl C:dinanoe lfo. 39 (Kanri ]\1ku::ni Ki t"itsu). 
1 further c ertify that the a.t-ta.ched record E!.nd document co:r:y is :ill 
o~ficiel document of t he Jnpanese Govt::rn.."llent , l'nd thd it is pert· .,f 
t hu official arcl?ives end files of the following r.8med ministry or 
department (specifying a lso t he file nur:lber or c i te.t. i on , if any, or 
tJ1lY other offipial designation of t he r ob'Ular l ocat i on of tho document 
in the archives or files): §.ccond Demobl).i zation Bure&u• · 

.··· 

Signed 8.t ~ on this 

aa day of Qctober. 1Q47. 

1.'1'1tn9aat /sgd/ T. Isobe 

/ sgd/ "loehii ll.ict.ir1ori 
Si&iature of ~ffici.al 

Chiof of 1\rchives and 
pocwn1mt Section·: ;3.D.~ · 
Official Capacity 

§tatement of ('ffic~l Prccurument 

I~ James G. La,mbert
1 

her eby certif:; tlv~t I sm af1socia.ted. with t he 
General Hce.dquarters of the Supreme Ccm."'lenr~er for the Allied Powers, 
and. t hf.l.t the above certificetil)n was oly~a.ined by .me f r om t I'-e above 
siened official of the J~p~nesc Governme~t in the conduct of m.v officiRl 

i usilloes. 

Signed at - ~okyo on t h is 

21!, d~ of October 1947. 

Witneos: s/ J i F. Munr oe 

/er;d/ J-unee G. Laml?Q.tl. 
i~l;,~ 

InvestigP.tOt'• I l'S 
Officinl e·t>:p::icity 

.. 


