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I, Penrod Vance DA, residing at 85 Minora Read, Dalkeith, ‘’estern
.ustralia, in the ,ustralian Military Forces ma:e oath and say as follows:~

1 I was a Lieutenant in the 2/ Machine Gun Battalion, ...I.F. and
was talien orisonear on 15 February 1942 et 3inganore.

2. I was talien to Selaranz “risoner of 7ar Camn, from which I
escaped on 17 darch, with an .ustralian Corporal. Ve erossed the Sbaits of
Johore in a suall priu and as we anproashed a small fishing village, our
immediate destination, were captured by Taanils and #alays, who handed us
over to the "empci Tai, en 6th .pril 1942. I spent 4 days with the empei
mai, who tortured mc by burninz cijarettes on my chest and hands and by
beatinz me on the head with bamboos, to force a confession that I was a svy.

3. T was transferred to Curran camn, which was the 3ikh Guard camp
for changi and held there until 17th Loril when T wes sent back to the
“empei Tai. T was hid there until 24bkh /pril, during which tine T was asked
to sign a statemcnt, which T refused. . fter four days of beating, burning
with eigarcttes and elcetrical shoeks, which on one oceasion knocked me un-
conscious, T was handed a statement in Japmese with no ™zlish translation,
which I was erdercd to sizn under thress of further torture. 7T asked for a
translation of the document, which vas refused and eventually I signed he
Jepanese document. T was then sent to Outram Road gael on 24th ‘pril.

L. on 18th ijay 1942 I was brouzht for trial before a Japanese Court,
tartial in Singapore. .11 the proceedinzs were in Japanese and there was no
translation. T cventually learned that I had rcceived two yars solitary con-
fincment. I was then removed © Outran Road gaol in which gaol T renained
until 18th lay 1944.

5 The cells in nubam Road were 6 ft. by 10 ft., normally one man
per cell., lator t7o or thrcc men were put into each cell. In thc cell were
thrce beards to serve as a bed, tezethcer with a hard weoden pillow. There
-'as a latrine bucket, vhich wvas normally clearcd tiice a week. There was one
blanket. During the two years I was in thc gaol, approximately 2,400
military and non-Japamcse persennel passed throuzh the geol. of those 110
were military, 150 British and Turasicn. The rcmainder wecce Chinese, Malays,
and Tanils. Of those, anproximately 1,000 people died in all, Dpuring the
same period 3,000 Jopanese passed throush the gaol, of whom only onc died.
The most the gaol held at any onc period of time, of non-Japancsc personncl,
a8 230.

6. Thc conditions in Outram Road werc appalling. The ration con~

sistcd of thrce mcals per day, in all 6 oz. of rice and 1% pints of watcry
soup. Therc -vas no Japancsc doetor in the prison cemp and thc one ™mglish
doctor,a prisoncr for a short tine in the camp, was given no

faocilitics 7ith 7hich to deal with
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the sicke. He was not even allowed to visit then. The gaol was
250 yerds away fron Alexandra Hospital, the main hospitel of
Singaporc, but no priscner was evcr sent there, except for one
Chincse who tricd to cormit suicide before trial., He was taken

to the Hospitel vhere his head was sewn up and brought back to the
gaol for trial,

: There were no showers, no towels, no toilet
artlcles of eny nature. In order to wash curselves we were
sometines given a bucket of water to throw over ourselves, For
the first six wecks I never left ry ecll end ncver had a wash,

Vhen I first arrived in the gacl it was like
bedlun., Pcople werce scresning all day from pain from their wounds
and thcir beatings. The gacl Cormmandant used to ecome and watch
us, nake no corment and leave, Thée guerds both Korecan and
Japanese, hed corpletc control over the prisoners, 1 saw many
prisoners beaten and I saw rmany pecople dic. Exanplcs are as
follow: =

On thc 10th of liey, 1943, 4 Chinese arrived in the prison. They
were handcuffed and chained down in their cell. They were in good
physlicel condition. They were dead in six weeks of mal-nutrition
end beatings. I secw them often beaten by sticks and sword
scabbards.,

Davics, an English nan, very bigly built, arrived at approximately
the same tire as I did in /[pril, 1942, Hec contracted Beri Beri
and by August his testicles werc 2 feet in diameter. His only
method of walking was to carry them in front of him. The

Japancse used to bring their friends in to watch him and never did
anything to help hing, nor permit others to help him, Davies died
in October in greest agony. He had been beaten neny times and he
died ccovered in his own cxcreta and urine., For five days before
his death he had been unable to leave his cecll and we were not
allowed to help.

Ce W, Bartcr died on the 13th February, 1943, as a rcsult of
beating., ©Shortly before he died, he was very weak, suffering
fronm Berl Beri and Dysentery and cn the 12th Fcbruary, the guerd
cane Into his cell and forced him to his feet to carry his latrine
bucket cut to crpty it. At this timc Barter was merely skin and
bone, Hec was uneble to 1ift the bucket and tricd to drag it
along the ground. Hc was unable to do this lhowever and fell down,
The guard beat hin and kicked hin for hearly five minutes. The
next morning hc was dcad.

n, an Lustrelian, died on the 10th July, 1943. A4ifter his
dcath, wlthout the Imowledge of the Jepanese suthorities, his
body was weighed by our own medical people in Changi. The
weight was 506 1lbs, approximately what the bones, of themselves,
would weilgh., For the fortnight before his death, he was not able
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to leave his ccll, or even to move about. Nevertheless, the guard:
ut rice in & corner of the cell, which Lllen was not able to reack
asked many tines to be allowed to feed him but the various guards
refused, 1 was ordered to dress him aftcr his death and when 1
saw hin he was litcrally bene covered in scales as a result of
dry Berl Beri. He was covered in filth,

Hatfield, ean lLustralian Scrgeant, was caught in Singepore in May,
1943, He spent three months with the Keupei Tal and was then
brought into the geol in August. He was tried in November, 1943,
and sentenced to be executed as a spy. I had some small knowledge
of Japanesec and I was teken to Hatficld on the 4th December, 1943,
who asked re tou arrange for him to make a will and for a Priest.
Both these requests were refuscd by the gecl Commandant.

Hatfield was taken away from thc geol on the 6th of December,

and the Guard who executed him told me later that he had had the
pleasurc of cexccuting Hatfield in a field at Bukit Timah.

Lrs. Nixon, the only Eurasion womsn I saw at Outram Koad came in
January, 1944, 8he hed bcen an internce at Changl. 8She was
brought in by the Kempel Tel and confined in the sare circumstances
as oursclves, without eny privaecy. ©She was still there when I
lerft in Mey, 1944, in solitary confinement,

Ehj?ﬁ:_ungaing end another Euresian Pricst were brought into the
gaol in 1943 and had both becn tortured previously by the Kenpeil
Tai, They died of discase in the gaol., Massino was regularly
beaten by the guards when they saw hinm on his knees praying.

Hugh _Fraser, the Coloniel Seccretery, leleya, arrived with a party
et the end of 1943, He had been with the Kermpel Tai some four
nonths prior to his errivel. He was beaten by the guerds
regularly and- died after I left.

There was an Englishmen, who in lMay, 1943, devcloped a forn of
scables as the result o% vhich, the whole of the erea at the back
of his body from the waist to knees, beccrie an open sore, which
dripped puss., He was quite uneble to sit down or lie down for
three months, end wes given no treatment, no bandages or rags

to wipe the natter coming from the wcund, Fortunately eventually,
it dried by itself,

Two Chincse women were brought into the geol on the 26th July,
1943, and were held in the sarne circumstances and conditions as
the ren. One woman was in an advanced stage of pregnancy.. She
was moved only a few days prior to the birth of her child.

A Chincsc boy, aged 12, ceme into the gaol with his mother., She
was put into one ce¢ll and he in eanother, He died of Beri Beri in
about nine weeks. I carried his body when he was dead., It was

all puffed out and his hcad was so swollen that the features were
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not obviously recogniscble s hunci,

L nurber of people went mad under these
conditicns., The Jepancse ncthod of treatment was to put three or
Jur neie pecple into the eell to look after the lunatic., In

«8t czcee the red 'en died tecouse he refused to eat. On several
oceasions he injurcd his companions,

Major Smith who errived at the end of Noverber
1943, hed hed his jaw broken by the Kerpel Tei during interrogation
It was cxceedingly difficultc for binm 1o cat. He was refused
trcatment in the prison, the Jepercsce answer being if he had told
the truth hc would not have hed his Jaw broken,

At the ond of 1943, the Prison authoritics sent
sone of the worst sick esway from Outrem Road to Changi Hospital.
In almost every cese the rmeon sent were about to die, and the
Doctors in thc Nospitol told mc thet these sick men were inpossible
to save anddt eppearcd thet the Jepanese were scnding them so that
the official death ratc in Outrem Koad would appear to be less than
it was in feoct.

I hcd a big cyst on ry right hip in September,
o

1943, from which I suffcred for neerly a nonth, oreover, ny
nide wee cenormously swollcn and I eskcéd the guard to slice the
top of it off, which he did with his sward and then dreined the
puss, Thils I took as a kindly act, Therc was a dispensary in
the gaol and a Jopencse orderly with a large number of drugs
and instruncnts, who refuscd to treat me, In August, 1942, two
Jepanese csceped fron their portion of the gaol and as a punishment
for three wecks all the prisoners had to sit to attention, that
1s an their heels end cross legged, from 7 in the norning till
9.30 at night. The dnily ration was 3 ocunces of rice, a snall
bewl of water and a plece of rock salt,

I had cnc peir of shorts during the whole period
Lpril, 1942, to Scptermber, 1943, This was the case with many of
us. in Septcrber, 1943, we were issucd with one Jeperese shirt
and a palr of shorts, which had cone fron diseased Japancse sick.
Thesc garments were washed once a month end owing to their refusal
to ellow us to nurb.r or merk the garments, no prisoner normally
cver received his own garnent back, In vicw of the discased
nature cf nost of the prisoners, under this system it was impossibl
for auyone to remain healthy., In a short tirme everyone had scabies

It is difficult to describe the cells in which
we lived. Therc was blood end puss steins on the wall, where
people had wiped the hands they had used %o dry their wounds, Pile;
cf scely skin lay in the corners. There were bed bugs in the
boards of the bed, We werc never shaved and had to cut our nails
by screping then on the conerete floors. All the guerds wore nasks
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vhen they were on duty in our block of cells. They ncver touched
anything in our cclls with their hends, only with their swords or
with gloves. Our cells were clecned to ry knowledge, only twicc
in the two years. On the other hend the block in which the
Jepancse prisoncrs werc housed was beautifully clean.

Every guerd wes a law unto hinself and one
evening a guerd would beat us for not being asleep; the next on
duty would beat us for being asleepe.

Thore woerc working partics in the gaol which
began in October, 1942, when sorie of us went out cleaning drains.
By liay, 1943, other perties had been forred.

It wes irpossible to keep notes or a diary
since eclls werc scarched daily. Outrarn Road geol was the Central
Geol for the Jepenesc Scuthcrn Lrny, €0 thet when a cell was enpty
we knew either the men had died or had been executed, or was about
to be executed.

ihen I first arrivcd in the gool I saw in the
open buildings vhich were around, six fully stocked with cases of
tinned rnilk., I estinate there wcrc between 20 end 30 thousand
caoses, We got a 1little for the first monthé aftcr that we had

rmilk twice cn thc Emperoris birthdey in 1942 and 1943, The milk
was used by the Japancse for theriselves in the geol and as
presents to visitors, It wes not distributed to other-units,.
There was cnough nilk in the gaol to supply every priscner with
rilk until the cnd of the war, with a good deal to spare, and
Vitanin B wes of ccurse our greatest nced,

On one occasion a rmcrber of the Royal family
welked through the gool et the end of 1942, He never locked into
the cclls, he rerely walked into the passage. On several occasions
high ranking officers peid visits to the gecl., They must have
scon sonc of the priscners et thelr work or carrying their latrine
buckcts to be cmpticde Prior to such visits, the cell steps would
be scrubbed with soep., Socap was ncver i1ssued to the prisconcrs for
the purposc of weshing thedr bodies.

on the 18th of lfay, 1944, I left Outran Road
geol and went beck to Changl gaol end was put in the tower. 1
was asked tc sign a nen-escepe form which I did eventuelly under
compulsion., I was then rcleascd end becarc an interpreter, going
to Bukit Penjang with 379 officers and nen, to dig Japanese
fortifications, The Lustrelian Cenp Cormnandant protested to the
Jepanese Sergeent in cherge of the Cenp, and to high inspecting
officers who visited, as to the nature of the work, but to no avail
In June, 1945, en Australien Private Wilson, was killed in a fall
of carth oving to insufficient precautions Leing takcn, during the
tunnclling of the hole.
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"he work partics began at 8 a.m. and marched four
or fivc wilcs cach morning. ¥or tho mest part, mcn had no boots.
Some uscd homc-made rubber shoos er clogs, othars had bare fect.
of ficers werc not permitted to lewe the camp, nor allowed to go with
the working partics, which normadly rcturned at 6.30 p.m. Towards
Jun: 1945, tho men bezen to return from work partics at 10 p.m. in
the cveninz, aftcr working 20 to 30 ft. into thc side of a hill by
candlclicht, and not havinz caten sinec midday. Thoy oftcn came
back wet throuzh. No lizhts were allewed in the camp and the hours
vere so irrcgular that it was often very difficult to provide a hot meal
at night.

Clethingz was very short in the camp and in about July 1945,
50 pairs of Chincse women's bloomcrs - crc issucd to the great amusement
of the villazars as tomc of thc men 7alked throusgh the streets in them.
’c had very little mcdical stores in the camn and althouzh 200 yards
avcy was a mcdieal storcs distribution eentre, '7c¢ were unable to
obtain any ncverthelcss. 4 zood dcal »of beatinz up by the guards
tooz plaec. Onc order thet all mcn had to salute sentrics, providcd
ample cxcusc for nany beatings.

The ration for working men was 10 oz, of rice daily, 3 oz.
of vezetebles and cacnsionally tinncd food, wthich appcared to be
Red Cross supnlics, sinece I saw Red Oross parcels in the stores.
The ration for a sick man was about 30 percent lcss. This affected
the ccu) basic ration, as about 50 pcrecnt of thc camp werc sick.

SIOR" in Tolyo this the
day of
Movaaber 1946,

Befarc me,

(F.E, MOSTYN)
Jajor, legal Staff,
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