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FROPCSAL CONCERNING rHB' INVESTIGATION OF CRUÆES 
CCî/îiiITTEp IN BUCKSî J7/ALD, BEI^EK AND LACKAU 

by Dr.-2cer

\

ï/ith regard, to the result of .the visit-of the Unite :1 Nations V/ar Crimes 
Commission to Buchonwald, I modify end am^nd my original proposal of April 
18th 1945 as follov/3 : _

1. The result of the visits of various parliamentary do lottes of Groat Britain
and the.United States of America and of various groups cf reporters gave an 
impressive description of horrors in Belscn and Buchenwald. The report about 
our o;vn visit tc Buchonwald will confirm the facts already described and 
published. . '

1 • *

2. The former prisoners cf these samps and cur peoples arc expecting the second
logical step: ohe investigation of crimes committed in these comps. Most of
the national offices are unable to do this work, as long as the. c>:-prisoners 
are in Germany. To ’"ait for their return to their countries v/ould cause a 
hars.ful delay7 Moreover. the whole vrcrl: should be done as a common action
of the United Nations, thus the Unite! IJntions Tfer Crimes Commission seems 
to be the only legitimate body Cor this purpose.

3 « The investigation cf crimes. committed in the three above-mentioned camps and 
possib3y in ether camps i::, ini my opinion, a test case for 'the Commission.
If wp prove - and I am sure that we '-re able to prove it - our capacity to 
help the United liatio* s Goverxar/ints and, the SiiAEF in these matters, our 
suggestions concerning mie general scheme and machinery to be set up in 
Germany will be accept'-d by EHASP and other allied authorities with great 
understanding * Thepractical result? oi our work in Buchenwald, Belsen 
and l ach:.u wculd be che beat reoc: '.enrlvticn for oui’ suggestions. Under 
such circumstances -.ve -r' cula undertake inmediateiy the first practical step: 
tc organise a thorough rnvec tion of arimos committed in the above- 
mentioned camps through .ma<-'\in<try, set in: for this spécial and particular 

purpose. Moreover, according to .a*-* personal experience in Buchenwald, we 
will be able to set up tee.As cf lt  crienced lawyers, police officers, civil 
servants and medical experts on the spot in the camps among the ox-priscners 
themselves, who will hoi:• us in every direirtion, sc, for instance, I ’.vas 
abl*,- tc bring to London a complet«* and precise list cf 2,662 Czechoslovak 
ex-prisoners in Buchonamld who are, at the same time ^-ye-witnesses of crimes 
committed in this c .r.p. My countrymen worked all through the night cf 
April 26th/27-th in order to compile tMs list.

4* Thus. I suggest:
r - • ‘ '

a) To set up a Co^mitt*. o cf Entpiry compcs-d of five or .sis: members of the 
U.N.7/*C*C. whr ere willing tc r rv •. for. in^-esti^ \tion cf war crimes com­
mitted in tl i camps cf j.:uohenwald, ?. l:-::n and Dechau cr * thers.

b) Every member of live .Commit* -¿s should tak*: with him an adequate number of staff 
arid * rapl te his te . . y jualifi • amoi • tl sx-ra'isoners*

c) The chairman of the ca’.r.itte. shtu’V'. ■ j authorised to take - in accordance
with the member.- cf • h ?en\.i i ta-, - . the spot, all necessary measures in
crier tc ensure the sucui c ta- ,;.vestigation. . * t

d) The chairman < f our Commission should re authorised to contact immediately • -
the competent authorities in ardor tc obtain fcr• the Committee' and its staff.
ïermissicn, travel f- cilitie;? •' ;v: instruct ions I or th co: r.and-rs of camps 
to bo visited*

/
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