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fublication La• (April 14. 1893. I.aw No. l') 

Article I 

To print documents and dr~winga by IDf'.chine or aD¥ 
Othor menns wh~tovor, and to sell or distribute them is 
celled public~tion; those who write or compile such 
docw::ients or produca such drP.wings ~re callod authors; 
those who t eka charga or the sale ~nd distribution thereof 
~re called publishers; thoso who t eke chargo of printing 
!iro celled pr1ntors. 

Article II 

The publication o t documents and drawings except 
newspapers and the poriodic~lly pu~lishod M~g~zlnos, ehall 
r.11 bo subject to this law. Howovor1 mefr.zines on science, 
nrts, statistics and advertisement sn~ll bo pol"Llitted to 
be published according to this law. 

Article III 

In th~ publication of docUDents end dr2wings a renort, 
togethor '11th twc copios or tho buund book, shall te sub­
m1ttod to tho Homa k1n1stry, thrae days before the date ot 
public~tion, excludint tho nw:lbor or d~ys nucess~ry for its 
arrival. 

Article IV 

In tho publicaticn or documonts end drawings by 
government otf1cos, two copies ~r tho bound book shall be 
submitted to the Ho~o Kinistry by the said govornmont otticel 
prior to the publication thareof, 

Article V 

Report ~r publication shall be subL.11tted by tho euthor, 
o~ under the joint signaturos of the successor and publisher; 
but as to erticles not tor salo, the r eport lll!lY be submitted 
by only the author or tho publisher. In the publication ot 
aocumonts &nd drawings with no protoction ot copyright, or in 
case the author or tho successor is unknown, the publisher 
shall submit a r~port to that ettoct. Documents and drawlng1 
published under the name of n school, a company, an associ­
ation, etc., shall be· reportod under the join~ sienatures 
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ot the publisher and the raprosontative ot tho school, 
corepany, or the as sociation, otc. 

Article VI 

Tho publish.:irs c f docur.Qnts a.nd drawint s shall bu 
confinad to thos~ engaeod in th3 businGss or sellint docu­
m.:>nt s ~nd dre.v;ings1 bu t ti.uthors or thoir succassors shall 
be allowed to ~e c~ncurrontlt publishers. 

article VII 

Tho publ.ish~1rs of docULlonts and drawinf,S shall !'lontion 
their names, l.C:dross€s nnd de.tos of publication a t thll ond 
of th~ir publ icativns. 

J~rticlo VIII 

The printers of documents and dr~rnings shall mention 
their neeos, e.ddressos nnd dctos of printing at the ond of 
such docurucnts and dra~ings; in c~se thoir ae.dresstis aro 
not tho s~lG as tha t vf their printing officos, tho addresso 
or tho printinc offices also shall bo a0ntioned. In CAse th 
printing offico is cwnad jointly by sovoral porsons, those 
who reprcsont tho rrinting office in business shall ba ra­
~~rdod printors. If tho printine offices ~ontionod in the 
above two clnuses have custoroary business naMos, such 
names shell ~lso ho ~ontioncd. 

hrticle IX 

· Letters comtlunic~tions, reports, company rocul~tions, 
privato schooi r~r.ulat1ons1 hr.ndb1lls, prpgr er1s of varicus 
perforuanc~s, various blanK f orQst ponds; and photofraphs 
noed not bo subj ect to Art1clos I1I, VI, VII and VIII, but 
thC;se 'Jhicl1 ccn:a undvr ,·Ll'ticlos III, VI, VII and VIII ah!ltl 
cozue un<ler the jurisdiction of this l aw . 

Articl~ X 

In t ho pubiication .;.f docm1ents und dl?cwines in ~uc­
cos~ive volur.\os, it shr.11 !lo subjoct to tho pr oce<luros 
stipulat ed in brticlo III P.t tha publication or ::inch voluoo; 
but as to Inef~.zines, such procedures r.my bv ot~ittod by 
procur1n£ ~ p~rlilissicn frc:.i1 the lk17!e Uinistor. In case tho 
naeazincs ~ to be publ1shud according to this ~w are njvor 
published dur inc t wolvo ocnths, thoy shnll bo rafardod as 
discontinu.:td. 

hrticlo XI 

Tho rorublic&tion of docuro~nts and drawings the 
publicaticn r Gport of which hr.s ~ lro~.dy boGn submi ttGd1 
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~hc.11 not be subjuct0d to another re~o~t; but in case any 
revision or addition of co!Tlmants, sup~1.omants, pictures, etc., 
is m~do, it shall be subject to Articlo III. 

Article XII 

As to notas Of spoechos or lectures, the spoakors or 
tho l~cture~s shell be regarded as authors; but in case the 
copytsts'thomselves should publish the said notes by the 
consent or the spock~rs or the lecturers, .the copyists shall 
b~ reg~rdod as authors. In this c~sal if tha mentioned !toms 
should conflict with Articlos XVI, XV J.I, XUJI, XJX, .XXI, XXVI e 
XXVII, the speakersor tho l ecturers togothar with tho copyists 
shall bo charged with the same crime. If notes or speoches 
u.ade in public are taken by reporters of nanspapors or magB­
zines and are publishod in such newspapors er marazinos with­
out thci consent of the spoakers or the locturers, the spoakor~ 
or tho lecture•s shall not be responsible for the writings. 
No one shall be allowed to publish notes on spoaches without 
the ccnsent of the spo~k~rs or lacturvrs axc6pt whan such 
spoeohos are made in public. Howover, those who contradict 
with th's clause shall be responsiblo according to th~ copy­
right law. 

;\rticle XIII 

In case more than two varieties or writin9s or notes 
of speeches or lectur0rs are co~piled into a book, the 

· coQpiler shall bo regarded as an author. The last part of 
Clause I, and O~auses II and III in the preceeding Article 
ihall be applicable in this Article. 

Article XIV 

As to translations, the translators shall bo regarded 
e.s authors. 

t.rticle XV 

In case documents and dra~inis are published undor 
the ru:une of a school a corapany an association, etc., the 
representative who sl£nS the putlication report shall be 
reg3rded as tho author. 

J.rticle XVI 

SUch documents as instigating or screcnine; crir.ttls or 
protocting, praizing or entrapping thosG who aro under criruina 
trials, shall not be allowed to bo publishod. 
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Article XVII 

Lr&tters relating t•".! proli1;iinary oxaminaticn of grave 
offence as woll as ~invr offence shall not be allowed to be 
published prior to the coJrrdtl!tent for trials. Matters of 
lawsuit contlucted in cac:er a shall not be allov1ed to be 
published. 

Article XVIII 

Official C.ocuments and officia l pr oceGdings relating 
to diplor.acy, military e-.ffairs and other official secrecy, 
all of which are not ~~de public, shall not be allowed to 
be published unless p61r mittr:cl by the authorities concerned . 
Prcca~dings of public raeotings conducted in camera by l aw 
shall not be allowed to be published . 

J.rticlo XIX 

In case documents and drawings, regarded as disturbing 
the p~ace anG order or injurious to pu~lic morals, aro 
publishc:d, the Home ?t;inister can prohibit the sale and dis­
tribution theraof, and seizo tha ~rinting blccks and forms 
thoreof. 

Article XX 

In case documents and drawings printed abroad are rv­
{.,arded as disturhint the peace anc. order or injurious to 
public morals, tho Hot10 Minister can, within this country, 
prohibit tho s~lc &rid distribution thereof and seize the 
for ms th~reof. 

iLrticlc XX! 

Doct'.IIlents and drawincs r el ating to railitary secret 
shall not be allowed to be publ ished unless pori:iittad by 
tho authorities concerned. 

Article XXII 

Those who publish documents and drawings without making 
any r Dport as stipulat od in hrticle III shall be finod from 
five t o fifty yon. 

Article XXIII 

Those who violeto Article VI shall be sentenced to 
(light imprisonment) frc2 cl evon days to throe mcnths, or 
finod fro~ fivo to fifty yon. 
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Articlo XXIV 

In case publishers do not ~ontion ot falsely mention 
their own names, addresses abd datoe of publications, or 
the printers' names, addresses and dat6s of printint, in thei~ 
publications, such publishors shall be fined from two to 
thirty yon. 

-'rticl0 XXV 

In C&se printers do not mention or falsely mention 
their own na~es, addresses and dates of printine in the docu­
ments and drawings printed by them, such printers shall be 
punishod as in the preco~ding Article. In case the residence 
and printing office ara not locat~d in the sane place, and . 
the printing office has its own customary business titla, the 
printor shall mention the address of the printing office and 
its title, or be punished as in the preceeding clause. 

Article X:XVI 

In c~se documents and draw1nes 1 irapairing the dignity 
of tho !hrone, disintoeratint the form of government, or 
disturbing the national constitution, are published, the 
authcrs, publishers as woll as printers shall be sentenced to 
(lieht imprisonment) froo two months tc two years, together 
with a fino of twonty to two hundr ed yen. 

1.rticlo XXVII 

In case documonts and drewings, disturbing the p~ace 
and order, or detrimental to public morals, are published, 
the authors and ~ublish~rs shall be sentencad to (light 
imprisonment) from eleven days to six months, or fined from 
ten yon to on~ hundred yen. 

Article XXVIII 

In cas~ docW!lcnts and drawings conflicting with 
krticl3s XVI, XVII, XVIII and XX are published, the authors 
and pu~lishers shall be sentenced to (light imprisonment) 
from oleven days to one yoar, er finad from ten yon to two 
hundred yon. Those who sell and distributo documonts and 
drawings prohibit~d in krticle XIX and XX, shall be punished 
as in the preceeding clause. Those documents and dra·dngs 
not yet sold and distributed shall be confiscated. 

Article XXIX 

In the cases of hrticlos XXVI, X:XVII and XXVIII, the 
prosecutor can provisionally seize tho printing blocks and 
forms. 
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Articlo XXX 

In tho seizuro of the printing blocks and forms in the 
proceeding Article, th~ portion to be seizod r.ay be divided 
frolil the r<:Jst if possible. · -

ArticlG XXXI 
In case a libol is suGd after tho public~tion of docu­

monts and draV1ings, and when the Court ot Justice rocognizes ' 
thnt tho ex.:lus:i.ve mc~i\"o cf suc·h publicc.tion is for the pub­
lic interest, tho a~cused shall bo ~llo~~d to prove the fact, 
axcept in the c~s ~ of priv?.t~ conduct. 'ifnen tha fact has beo1 
proveid

1 
the accused shall be acquitttid of the crime. It 

shall ne dE:·alt with likowise whon a suit for da~ages is 
instituted. 

/~rticle XXXII 

To those whv vi0lato ... tt1~ sf. law, remission by solf­
surrcndor (nefravation vf repetition of an offenco1 con­
ourrance of offenc<:.1s) of tho cr1r::1ne.l law shall not. be 
applied. 

Article XXY.III 

Proscripticn of arl'C\ic;nnont rolating to this le.w shall 
be complotcd 1,y tho l apsu of one yenr. 

A:!'ticl.o XXXIV 

In c~sa uae:izinos published accordinF to this la'N 
should mentiv ~ 1tQms beyond tho li~its of Article II tho 
Homa ~inistor cim suspend the publioo.tion thorcof. in this 
coso, s~ch ~ngnzin~s sh~ll hot be allowad to ~o publishod 
accordinE to this lnw for cno yoar. 

J .. rticlo XXXV 

hll ~ocumonts and drawings printed ror the purpose ot 
sala an.1 distribution, thr.ugh not ir.unodiatoly sold and 
distrib,ltod, shall b.J subject to this law. 

1.rticle XXXVI 

This lo:;: shall ba applicable to sounds record.;id for 
n~ochanica:l. l'EJproductivn for the rurpot'e or se.le and distri­
bution. The authcrs in this c~ise shall be those ''.rho record 
such sc.1Jnds. 
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Additional lbil os (Law No. 47 in 1937) 

Tho dat o c-f cntorc.:ircont ot this l~JY shall ba d~cidod 
by an Imporial Ordinnnce (kccording to tho lmp0rial OrdinanCE 
No. 224 of 1937

1 
this l~w shall bo enforced froe August l, 

1937). 
Revision ~ La·>: He . 47 of 1937. 


