Document no. 1275 TFIDAVIT A

I, Paul 0. Schmidt, being furst duly eworn on oath, depose and say:

1. That from 1923 to the collapse of the German Reich in May 1945,
I was Chief Interpreter for the German Foreign Office, and as such vas
personally present and ected as interpseter and/or secretary at all import-
ant Foreign Office and other conferences between German Government leaders
and repreeentatives of foreign governments.

2. That in addition to being Chief Interpreter for the German Foreign
Office as aforeeaid, I was also arter the year 1939 the Head of the Secre-
tariat Generel of the Garman Foreign 0ifice and that my latest government
rank was that of a Minister in the German Foreign Office.

3. That while acting as intnrpreter an*for eecretary at such meet-
inge above referred %o, it wae my ofiicial dusy to (and I did) take notes
concerning the convercationus that took place, and at the conclusion of
each such meeting, I prepared from euch notes a complete and detailed
record of what was said and tranepired at such meetings.

4, That the recorde prepared by me became the official German
Government records of what wae eaid and trarepired at such meetings.
That one copy of the record was filed with the Ministers Office Section
of the German Foreign Office, which office acted in the capacity of
secretary to sald Foreign Office. That another cony of the record of
each of such meetings was filed with the Frivate Secretariat of the
German Foreign Minister. That a third copy of the record of each of
such meetinge was retained by me.

5. That said meetinge, concerning which I made a record aes afore-
said, were of historical importance and that such records were aleo
prepared by me for the express purpoese of maintaining and preserving
a record of such meetings for historical purposes.

6. That the document attached hereto is a true and correct photo-
static copy of the originel record, prepared personally by me in the
manner herein set forth and conce#mning a conference held on April 16th
1939 in Rome tetween General Field Marshal Goering and the Duce in the
presence of Count Ciano.

7. That 1 personally attended and scted as interpreter and/or
secretary at the conference last above mentioned and that the record
prepered by me, and of which the attached document ie a photostatic
copy, is a true and accurate account of what was said and transpired
at said conference.

8, That I have been advieed and am aware of the fact that the
herein affidavit and the document attached hereto may be used in connec-
tion with the prosecution of Japanese War Crivinale and make thie
affidavit freely and voluntarily and with knowledge of the above facta.

[s/ Dr. Faul O. Schmidt

PAUL 0. SC=MIDT

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Jurnberg, Germany, thie
third day of May 1946.

[e/ Smith W, Brookhart Jr, Lt., Col. IGD
SMITH W, BROOKHART, JR.,
LT. COLOKEL, I1GD
0-5085624
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19 Ve Is Cunming, being fivst duly svorn on cath, depose and say:

l, That I am &n Attache of the United :-tates Department of

otate on the Staff of tne Unitod Stutes toliticel Adviser on Ger=-
man Affairs, end as such I am a representative of the 0ffice of
ilitary Government for Germany (U.S.). That in my capacity as
avove set forth, I have in ny possesslicn, custody, c."ld contrel at
the Berlin Documents Center, teriin, Germany, the original cap-
tured German Foreign Cffice files snd arch ivcu.

2., That said coriginal Fereien Office files and archives
were captured and obtained by millitery forces under the command of
the Supreme Commander, aAllied Lxpeditionary Forces, and upon their
scizure and capture were first assemblad by said military forces
at @ liilitary Document Center at Marburg, Germsny, 2nd were later
moved by authorized personnel of said Allied forces to said cene
tral documents center, above referred to, and known as the Berlin

ocuments Center,

That I was assigned to said document center at Marburg,
n August l,, 19453 and said captured German Foreign
es and archives first came intc my possession and cone
2> I was stationed at Marburg, Gurmany, and that theree
the same have continued in my possession and custody and
unéer my control,

4 That the doecument tc which this affidavit is attached

is 2 true and correct photostutic copy of an original German
Foreign 0ffice doeument which '.b captured from said German Forelgn
Cffice files and archives, and vhich cime into my possession and

custody =2:d under my ccntrol in the meaner above set forth,

Y. That said original dccument, of which the attached 1is
8 photostatic copy, is being held and reteained by me in order
that it may be examined and inspected by varicus interecsted
agencies, and & photostatic cupy of said original is hereby furne
ished and certified to becavse of the unavailability of said

original for the reasons zbove sct forth.

s/ Ne Po Cunming
W I . (Jbum J.N\t

—— e

bseribed and sworn to before m kig 23rd dey of April 1946,

/ Ua H. Ux.l.m( E
(J. lio Lﬂ"\ 1D"
11.. ~(,'1’)Ir‘3’ r.GD
hotd g AGJu itant J‘ ner .:\1
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