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Document ~o. 1275 A1FIDAVIT 

I. Paul O. Schmidt, being tur1t duly 1worn on oath. depoee and say~ 

1. That from 1923 to the collapee of the German Reich in May 1945• 
I we.a Chief Interpreter !or the German Foreign Office. and a• 1uch was 
personally present and acted a1 interp•eter and/or aecretary at all import­
ant Foreign Office and other conferences between German Government leader• 
and repreeentatives ot fore~gn governments. 

2. That in addition to being Chief Interpreter tor the German Foreign 
Office ae af11roeait'., I waa al6o eJ'te.r the yeo.T: 1939 the Head of the Secre­
tariat General of thb G3rman i'oraj gn OU~ C1l ~ that my la teat government 
rank waa that of a ~lnister i n ~h~ German Fore~gn Office. 

3. That while acting aa 1.ntrsrr·:a ter an~/ or secretary at 1uch meet­
ing• above refe:-re~. t'J , ~. i \'lae m~· of·~·1~~al uu·~y to (and I did) take notea 
concerning the con\ e1·cai:i.o!.u 1.hat took pla:e, and at t!le conclulion ot 
each euch meeting. I prepared from euch note1 a complete and detailed 
record of what .ae said and tran1pired at auch meetinge. 

4. That the record• prepared by me became the official German 
Government records of lthat was said and trar.epired at such meetinga. 
That one copy ot the record vae filed with the Minietere Office Section 
of the German J'oreign Office, which office acted in the capacity ot 
aecretary to aaid Foreign Off ice. That another co~y ot the record of 
each of auch meetings wae tiled with the Private Secretariat of the 
German Foreign Minister. That a third copy ot the record of each ot 
auoh meeting• wae retained by me. 

5. That 1ald meeting•. concerning which I made a record a1 afore­
said• were ot historical importance and that 1uch record• vere also 
prepared by me tor the express purpose of maintaining and preserving 
a record of such meetings for hiet~rical purposes. 

6. That the document attached hereto ii a true and correct photo­
atAtic copy of the original record. prepared pereonally by me in the 
manner herein set forth and concening a conference held on April 16th 
1939 in ~ome between General Field ~llll"ahal Goering and the Du.ca in the 
presence of Count Ciano. 

7. That I personally attended and ~cted as interpreter and/or 
secretar7 at the conference laat above mentioned and that the record 
prepEred by me, and of which the attac~ed document is a photoetatic 
copy. is a true and accurate account of whnt was eaid and tranepired 
at said conference. 

a. That I have been advieed and am aware of the fact that t he 
herein affidavit and the document attached hereto may be used in connec­
tion with the prosecution ot Japaneee W~r Cri~inala and make this 
affidavit freely and voluntarily and with knowle1ge of the above facts • 

. /1/ Dr. Faul O. Schmidt 
P.AUL 0. SC:-iMIDT 

Subscribed and sworn to before me at ~urnberi, Germany, this 
third day of Y'8.y 1946. 

/s/ Smith w. BrooJcha.rt Jr. Lt. Col. IOD 
SSITS W. BROOIHABT, JR. • 
LT. COLONEL, IGD 

0-608524 

PURL: http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/6031ce/



' 

1 , \; . I . Cuir.min~ , b0i:i r, fj :· ~ t ~-Aly ::;~" or•1 on oa th , depose and say : 

1. That I ar=: C. !'"i I\ :.:·· ci'w c.1' t lie t:nite(i . ··a te~ ;Jepartment of 
.iL.1 : e on tl 1n Staff cf tnn T•nJ· :-cJ 3 1'.. .. t f: ~ i oJitic~ l Advi se r on Ger­
nan Aff~d r i: , ~~ nd as su c l-i i Rm .:~ ror re s ,:' nl. r"'tiv ~ c.f 7-"•C Office of 
1!::il l t 'n' y Gover nment for Ge r :11r.rny ( U . ~) . ) . 'l'h::i t in my capa c ity as 
J ~civs !m t f o r t h , ; hc v ::? in my 1 O !.; ~· css i c n , cust ody , a:i.d control a t 
th13 B·~r l in Documents Ce.nt~1 , i.r-:n .in , Gr:· r rw ny , t !w original cap­
ttU'('<i Gcr •1wn F'orei gn C ff j cc J' :l J 1:s :. nc.. orchj vc s . 

2 . Thnt &ai d or igina l Frrej ~n Office fi l es and arc~ives 
\~ere capt ured and obtained by r.1..i.ll Lnry forces under the command of 
the Supreme Commander , Al lie d Lq1e d i t:i.onary Forces , and upon their 
sr~ i zure i::Ul o capture v1ere fi rs t as s arnbl:;d by said mi litary forces 
at :1. !(j l iia ry DocUL1ent Cente: r a t r.;a rburg , Germany , a nd were l a ter 
~o ·od by authori zed ~ersonnel o: said Allied f0rces to said cen­
t r l:\l ciocun:nnts cen t e r , above r eferred to , and known as the Ber l in 
!J O• 'UJnl)nt$ Center . 

3 . That I v1as assignee t o s a i d docum<:nt center a t Marburg, 
Gnrcony , on A~gust 15, 1 94 5; u~d ~Qj d captured German Foreign 
r . fjce f ile s 3nd archi ves fjrs t c Dme int o my possession and con-
1 r oJ while I was s t u t i oned a t i•iarburg , V ,r many, and that t here­
:n ' t f;r he sair.e have continm'?d in my pos s&Jss i o n and custody and 
uncer my con t rol. 

" . Tha t the oocument t0 "1hich t his aff icavi t is at tached 
is a t rue ond co1r e ct photosta t i c copy of an origi nal German 
f'ore i pn Of'f j ce doeurrP.nt which wo s captt.red f r om 3a i d German Foreign 
Off ice f11es and arch1 ve s , anu ',11hj c~ c · . ~1e into my possession a nd 
custody ·J· 0 i;nder n1y cc.ntrol 1n the mt-J1me r a bove s e t forth. 

5. 'fha t sa id orig)nnl dLCt:toen t , of v,h j.ch the a ttached is 
a phot0!; t d t : c cor: y, i s be inc held ~ncl re t aj ned by me i n order 
t ha t it ma y be E::xt111 ined ~ nd j n~r.ccted b, vnrious int1.::re ~ ted 
ager.cie ~, , a nd a r hc to s t ati c CG.r'J' 01' sa id oTjginal is hereby furn­
ished a nd certifi ed to bec3~se of t he un~vailab111ty of said 
or j gina l for the reasons ahovn rc t f orth . 

_ _ s/ H . P . C?~~ing'---­
\'/ , r . CmL\': ING 

:-.~ b:.. cribcd and t tw r n to bGfo r c: rnP l:~ ~· ;•2r d day of Ar1ril 1946 . 

:. / G. H . Garde --- -c:-if. GA1W!!;·-- - ----
I t . Co l ·:>ne l , AGO 

!~<' tJ ·1~· ·~<.' j u t a: it Gc ne-ro. l 
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