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DEPONENT: YOXOMIZO, lliitsuteru

§, YOKOMIZQ) Mitsuteru, neke cath end say es follows:

: § am living et the houe of TOYAMA, 221 Teukimidei, |
.Hode gg-ku, Civy of Yokohame |
NG :

A bfiii\skatoh of my personal history is as follows:
\-time secretary of the Cabipet from May 1927
ar of Showa) to July 1936 (the eleventh Year _
( oft the Intelligence Bupeau of the Cabinet
from ptgmber 1537 (the Twelfth Yoar);. Governor of Dkayeama -
P?qfq‘;uié from Fohruery 1940:(the Fiftgenth Year), Governor \
of Kumhoto Prefecturc from Juno 1942 (ghe Seventeenth Year) |
ahd retited from thet'office in August 1944 (the Nineteenth

i ﬁta acqueinted qitk\Ur. ARAKT simge he became & mem=
ber of theINUKAI Cabinet, ahd especially when he became
Chairgian of the National Spi tual lobijization Committee,
I worked under him es the Chi  /Secretary.

The Nationel Spiritual llobilization Movement was
sterteg et the time when the /Ching. Incident, during the
period of the first KONOYE Qabinet,did npt, seem to be
settled easily end appeered es thou it would last for a g
iong pericd. It was then Aeared the¥ sugh situation might |
inducg'spiritual slackness or degradadiqp of the people, |
The'Eonation Miniatry,;therafore, pla 'd a netional move~ '
ment hefore Minister oy’Educatioﬁ ARAKI \gssumed his post,

‘but since it was related to every ministpy by its nature
that; }ﬁ;gr the Intelldgence Bureau of thy 'Gabinet assumed
the office of liaison and edjustment, Ngmely, the movement

wae orjgineted to{z&imate the nationel spirid, to elevate

the copsoiousness nd oculture of the people, aud thus to
matar%.lize‘tta elm in prectical 1life, ;ocord ly, an

organigation ce)led the Central lLeague of Natio Spiritual
Mobilizetion wgs aet up end 1t became thg central\agency of
varioys civiljan organizations end alsg Iervsd as &\ liaison
end a ustment agenoy a@ well es a drivigg force of ¥he move-

ment, 'Pn t?b'othe: hand, the Intelligenge Bureau of
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Cebinet acted ¢s a liaison agency emong the varlous nini-
stries.

Jowever, viewing from its historical developmént, the
moverient wes lieble to fell into open criticism of being
bureayckatic and self-righteous, It wes decided;, there-
fore, that its fundemental policy will be dewidgd upon
unanimnously by both the officiels end people of verious
fields and (for thet purpose a committee on the National
Spiritual Mobilizetion' was orgenized under the direct super-
vision of the Cabinet. Hence, it was the démocretization

of this novemant.

Members of\ the Committee included the people from:
various fields such as government offiglels, political,
academic end civilien circles, end by /Riving special at-
tention to the wohen's standpoint, it/ was decided to in~
olude women emong them end a minister of stete was to be
chosen for its cheikman, Thereforg, it was thought appro-
priate to eppoint ong of the lilnigters either of Home
Affeirs or of Education end Mr., ARALKI, then Minister of |
Educetion and en excedding idellist, wes appointed for the
post, The Intelligence\Buresu/of the Cabinet was to be in
operge of the general affeirs /of this Committee, and
naturally I was mede its Chigf Secretery., lLlthough members
of various cormittees hitheyto included officiels end peoples
of verious fields, their lgkders were.chosen chiefly from
government officiels, Thjs\Comnittee, however, eppointed
many c¢ivilians for its lgkders in accordance with Mr, ARAKI's
opinion, end it should be noted that this has contributed
much toward its democratization,.

This committee hgd often met end discussed the funda~
mental policy of the/movement, epd policies were always based

~ upon the resolution/adopted by the entire members of the

conmittee,

Further, in farrying these poldcies into effect, its
charge was transferred to the Central League of the National
Spiritual liobilyzation -‘iereby eccelergting the realization

.of such policies which .ere put into prictice through various

civiliaen orgenizations, . Thus'it will be\seen thet the
Committee functions as e wedge between the, government offices
end civiliens, and further the importence wgs pleced on the

"everyday life of the people,

In ny daﬁlinge with Mr, LRAKI, he wes a mAn or.ainoerity
itself, end one who never was unreesonable., Evan after he

became the Cheirman, he had elways allowed ell the members
to exheustively. discuss problems end he was not lged to a

decision eesily, so much so thet I even became impatient
about his mothod., He never coerced his opinion upon enyone
but paid due respect.for opinions of the members of the
Committee, HMorecver, he took notice of the fect that \the
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the Committee was often inclined to subject its opinions
al&ng\the lines of current situations, thet he even endeavo-
red to pay ettention to the elevation of the culturcl level
of the psople to the utmost and reflect it on the evcryday
1life and frequently edvocated cheerful manners of ng.
However, whem there was an srgument on decidi ly 7th,
the day when the China Incident broke out, a® the Dey of
Self-Examination for the people, e few mgambers of the Com-
mittee contended strongly for it but tife Cheirman was of
the opinion thet it wad -

situetion as such and that

the purpose of fundafhentald ealthrul development of
netionel spirit. Srather of deciding the first
day of every month withk pget to the traditionel
Japenese custom &s g OXE

and designoting.

the Committee

after that and thus the discussion on this subject was no
completed while he was its Chairman,

Next I shall relete about the documents discussed at
the Cabinet lleetings,

I was the Chief of General Affairs of the Cabinet Secre-
tariat at the INUKLI and SAITO Cabinets, to both of which
Mr, ARAKI was Ver Minister, and so I was responsible for
keeping in record the documents discussed et the Cabinet

Meetings and subsequently passed to the Secretariet for safe
keeping. The decision at the Cabinet Meetings was not
necesserily done on documents, a considerable pert of it

was done verbally, loreover, quite a number of documents

on which decision had been mrde et the meeting was not

given to the Secreteriet for safe keeping., It wes not a
customery prectice to meke record of the Cabinet Meetings,

YOKOIL1Z0, Mitsuteru _

Subscribed end sworn to btefore the under-signed officer

by the ebove-nemed YOKOMIZO, Mitsuteru, et the Wer Ministry

Building, Tokyo, Jepan, on this day of Awgust 1947,






