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Friday, 23 August 1946 

---
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL 

. FOR THE FAR EAST 
Chambers of the TribUnal 

War Ministry Building 
Tokyo, J apan 

PROCEEDING IN CHAMBERS 

On an oral application for transfer 

of the accused OKAWA, Shumei from the Tokyo 

Imperial University Hospital to the Matsu­

zawa Hospital for the Insane . 

Before a 

---

HON. SIR WILLIAM WEBB , 
President of the Tribunal and 
Member from the Commonwealth of 
Australia. 

~ 

Reported by: 

Jack Greenberg 
Chief Court Reporter 
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Appearances a 

For the Prosecution Sections 

Mr. FRANK S. TAVENNER, Jr. 

For the Defense Sections 

Mr. A. VI. BROOKS1 __ counsel for 
the Accused OK.AWA, Shumei. 

For t~Atijfice of the General Secretp.rx, .. 

Mr. G. WALTER BOWMAN, 
Clerk of the Cour~ 

Mr. c. A. MANTZ, 
Deputy Clerk of the Court, and 

VI. H. ABRAMS, Major, USMCR, 
Assistant Legal Adviser to the 
General Secretary. 
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The pr oceedings wer e begun at 0900 . 

THE PRESI DENT : V/ha t i s this applicati on, 

Mr . Br ooks? 

t.m. BROOKS: Mr . Pr esident, this is an or al 

application f or an order authorizing the transf er 

of OKAWA from the Univer sity Hospital t o the 

Mat suzawa Hospital . The basi s f or it, of course , 

i s the medical r eport from Dr. Uchimura who is 

Professor of Psychiatry i n the Tokyo Imperial 

Univer sity and Presi dent of the Matsuzawa Hospital 

f or the Insane ; and t he r eport i s t o the Presi dent 

addressed t o the President. 

It was cal l ed t o my a ttention yest er day 

afternoon. The condition of the patient has been 

such, r ecently, that vie have not been able t o have 

him examined as se t out in the or der , I believe , 

of June 28 because of hi s very 111 health; and he 

has this time become viol ent and has -- they have 

been f or ced t o keep him under drugs nnd injections; 

and they want t o put him in the Hospital f or the 

Insane wher e he can be isol a t ed. The treatments 

can be r esumed in a short Vlhile as hi s condition 

i mpr oves , 
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As the r eport sets out, the syphilitic 

c ondition of the brain -- damage , th£iy say, has 

been arrested. I have made arrangements fr om th~ 

Government f or penicillin treatment3 ; and I think 

that everything is being done , all by the Allied 

Government, in fu~nishing the drugs that ar e 

necessary t o the Japanese doctor s , and their 

equipment to treat the man and improve his condi­

tion. But he has, us pointed out in this r eport, 

been suffering from malaria ; and he has also had, 

because of that, t o suspend certain f ever ther apy 

that was being given him; and the tubercular con­

dition of his lungs has boon active ; and, as I 

under stood -- I don •t know whether it is in this 

r eport or I got that from observation he was 

suffering from some type of tubercular pneumonia 

ther e f or a while. 

so , I asked sever al times when we could 

have this examination made. I hove sent a l etter 

of r equest to them t o have this examination made 

as per the order I gnve Mr . Tavenner. That was 

Order No. - - Paper No. 240, dated 28 of June . 

But, this time, the doctor is very anxious t o have 

authority to transfer him t o this other Hospital 

for the Insane where he con be isol at ed subject to 
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such security r egulntions as may be imposed by the 

Supr eme Commander. He i s not under guard; he is 

entirel y under the cust ody of this doctor who is 

al so , as se t out in the application, Pr esident of 

t hi s other hospi tal and has supervi si on over both 

pl aces. It is jus t a matter of transferring him 

a f ew block~ t o a differint building, but he 

wanted t o announce it t o the Court so you could 

know wher e he was and have it as a matter of 

r ecord that the r equest has been made and that he 

was in such and such a pl ace . 

THE PRESIDENTi I notice the doctor says 

"the pr ocess of brain damage i s arrest ed at pr e­

sent, and it may be judged hi s condi t i on is in­

clined t o i mpr ove." 

MR . BROOKS: Yes. I asked him about that·; 

and he meant on t hat - he sai d , his physical con­

dition, of course. I sai d t o him., on comment, that 

if ther e has been any damage t o the brain or brain 

cells , I said, as I understand, a brain cell -- a 

brain tissue i s never r epl aced and i s a permanent 

i mpairment; and he said thnt that was true , I did 

that by l e tter, not by oral conversation. But I 

asked him if ther e was any hopes of his brain con­

dition ever i mpr oving --
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THE PRESIDENT: And t he doctor says tha t 

his mental condition is not ge tting worse . 

MR. BROOKS: No , it will not. In other 

·.-mr ds , he snys , frof.1 my conver sations v1i th him, 

tha t his condition can be arrested , but it cannot 

he i mproved -- hi s mental condition; hi s physical 

condition can be impr oved. In other wor ds , the 

syphilis -- traces of syphilis cnn be destroyed by 

these penicillin tron tr.1ents; and certain other 

ther apy tha t i s given -- this f ever ther apy will 

tend t o arres t nny further de t erioration. 

6 

THL PRESIDENT: "He needs quie t surroundings 

for the pr oposed treat ment," and that is why the 

transfer is r ecof.'lmended. 

MR. BROOKS: Yes , sir . 

THE PRESIDENT : '.'fell , you t ender this r eport 

by the doctor? 

MR. BROOKS: Yes , sir. 

THE PRESIDENT: It will be exhibi t one . 

VJha t is your attitude , Mr •. Tavenner ? 

MR . T,\VENNEH: Your Honor, we see no ob­

j ection t o the transfer under the circumstances set 

forth in the r eport. Vie do desire , however, tha t a 

further examination be mnde at an early date t o 

determine ultimately the question of his sanity and 
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his ability to continue as an accused in this case . 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, subject t o the r e­

quirements of the Supreme Commander, I nuthorize 

the trnnsfer? 

f.iR... o:tr.OOXS: Thnnk yon, M:" P:!'csident. 

(V/herE::upon, a t 0910, ~;he proceed­

ings were concluded.) 
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his ability t o continue as an accused in this case. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, subject to the r e­
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the trnnsfe:r.? 
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