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Transluted by 
Defonso L:luguogo Branch 

THE UlilTED Sl'~ OF ·~IC~, et al 

-vs-

~. · Sodllo, et c:il 

Sworn Deposition 

Dlpon.:.nt a /S/ FL.T~.No, Kanichi 

Having first duly sworn o n oath as on ottochod shaot ond in 

ocoord&noo with the prooe:duro follouod in r,:q country 1 horeby depose 

as follows. 

l. I live c.t 45, l-ohare, Nozc.wo-mochi, Sotasayo-ku, Tokyo. 

2. I was born in 1890; uas groductod frau tho To-/~ Dobun-S.'loin in 

Shcnghni in 1912; from 1913 to 1932 \Wrked c.s o .writer specializing 

in Chine problews at Newspc.per office s, i. o . tho 4.SlJll, tho 

~· niobi end the Jiji··shimpo; during thnt period, fraa 1920 to 1932, 

served· c.s a Poking specia l co.."ll'ospoadont . Fror.i 1932 to 1946 I wns 

engaged in tho investi5E1-tion .of tho Chin~ problon:a os a non-regulnr 

aombor of the Foreign Ministry, Chino bffc irs Board and Ministry ot 

Greater ~st .uSiotic iJ'foirs. ;.t presont, I ~nogo t he China 

Investigc.tion Office . ond a lso !iold t:io position of advisor to the 

Sekei-Nippo (tho l>Orld Ibily Ne-.1s ). 
i n<'luding 

. 3. I W...ve writt..: n about twonty books, 1-'olitioal Partios in Chine, 1918 
/\ 
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Contewporary China , ~920 

~n and Politics in Cont euporory Chino, 1937 

lbseerch into l1ed Chino, 1941. 

' 

outline History of the Chinese N£.itionolist lbrty, 1943• 

Mao Tse-Tung and led Stars of China , 1946. 

4• I started the study of t he Chinese Cannunist Porty in 1930, nnd 

have continued it for 17 years1 during o1x year frooi 1932 to 

1938, submitted t o the Foreign hlinistry reports of about five thou-

send pages i n seven voiw:ies. 

5 • The anti-Japanese m<'1 <>ment in Chioo beg<..in vii t h the boycott caused 

by the Second Tatsu-liiuru I nc ident i n 1908, a nd until 19Jl, tho 

boycott was ropoo.t ed nine t imes. i.t first it \las a Core Ccmnorciol 

baycott, but since 1915 when the oeti-Jopaneae r.iovoioont was carried 

out in connection nith the eo~cnllod 21 J.rtiole Demands, it turnod 

into a politica l boyc ott . Espocially in 1925, .whon the Chinese 

Ca:r.iunist Porty took po.rt in tho gonerol strike which broke out in 

Shangbc.i cgc.inst Brite.in and Jupt\u , the anti-Joinnese moveroont be­

gan to OSS\lal n 08\I significance as port of t he anti-IQperia lietiO 

movcro:>nt. Since t he Chic3se Ccmnunist Porty j oined in the anti-

Japnneso l!lOVellJ3nt ct t he tiuo of the Shunghci gener a l strike in 

192.5. it continued t he uovel!¥3 n~ by under ground activity, and in 

1932 procloL:.led \i.:tra~~ t·.Bt Ja pe.an in t he OCU:X> of tho Irovieional 

Central Government of Chi nese Soviots. From about 1935 to 1936, 

the Rlrty orgc.nizod the .;.nti-.J"oponose l-opular Front by instiga ting 
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all cl.osees ot tho Chinese . and sucoeode~ in toking tho general 

. leadership of tho anti-Japanose movement. 

6. The Chinese Comnunist Rl.rty \'fSS established in 1920 as a result ot 

dispatch to China of Gregory Namovitch ftat ensky,a Ccraintorn delegate. 

I n the f ollowing year, 1921, it' becOLX> tho Chinn branch of the 

Canintern; in 1922 a policy ot oooporation with tho Chinose Ne.tiooo.l­

ist i\lrty was decided on by the ' order ot the Cani ntor n, and in 1924 

the policy vms materialized. J'ran that time to its dissolution in 

19~. the Ccuintern controlled tho Chinoeo Ccanunist Party tor oaarly 

twenty years, issuing orders portinont to the sit®tion of tho timo. 

1 • It was on •pril 26, 1932 that tho Chioose Ca::nunist lbrty declared 'iltlr 

asainst Japan (with the object ot ousting .Taponeso ltlperiolism frCD 

China by ~ racial revolutionary wor). Since that time it issued an 

ont1-Japonese declaration almost evory year and helped the formotion 

ot anti-Japanese .organizations. 

When in July, 1935 , the Ant i-Fosciso atsolution was carried at the 

Soventh Conference of the Ca:iintern and the popula r front policy was 

adopted, the Chino so Ca:munist lbrty in its propaganda called upon 

the \7hole nation to organize a. nationol anti~Japanese United front · 

issuing 11 declaration on ... ugus•t lst ot the sane year. In response 

to t his decl.orotion, t he .Anti-.Tapun ~pular Front \ms organized by 

.Tune, 1936, with the Chinese C or.uunist Party, Chine so Soviets and the . 

OCD.lunist i.rQ.y "t aking l eading part, and ooraprising the Fodorations 

ot National .:>olvation Societies. throughout the country, Foder11Uon ot 

Students N11tiona l salvation Soc ietios, 19th Route 4.rrDY, 29th Jrmy, 
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.·· 
Northeastorn J..rusy and others, which • 

inoludos all students, soldio~~. 

laborers, a nd men of culture and l earning, excopting the Kuanintang. 

Fr001 that tir.¥3 to July, 1937 '1708 the period of great activity. of the 

actions bolonging t o this popular front. Starting n ith the terro-

rism against the Jain nese people and the striko &gainst Japanese 

Spinning Concerns in the latter halt of 1936, tho raovement at last 

culoinated in the Sian lncident on Deceober 12th of the SWAle year. 

This 'incident rJCant the success of the Chinose ~or.rnunist Pa.rty in 

the operation of sovietizing tho lowor echelon officers and tlen 

of the Northeastern J.rr:u under Chc.ng Hsueh-liang. i.B a result the 

anti-JaJXlnose popular front developed into the lllltional anti-JQ~anose 

united front. 

In accordm ce with the dec ision of the Seventh GeoorolCoDferenoe 

of tho . Ca:ilntorn and the provision of the J~ugust lat !>eclaration 

of tho Chineso COJD.unist P.lrty; tho Chinese Cot:mlllnists organized the 

anti-Japanese popular front ; and in ordor to assure the unity of 

the front their tactiss were ~o carry out thoir activities Tlithin 

those groups vh ich they hod de signc.ted as t hoir gool and into rthich 

they infiltrated. Thoy c.voided t aking the tactic of l'7inning people 

directly into the Ccm.1unist Rarty, and this w t hod wos ac tually the 

more oftoctivo. 
. .. • 

8. The Chinoso COUJ'!lunist !arty had long bee n trying to win OT~r lower 

echelon enlisted men and offioers by smuggling its no• active uombers 

into the 29th i.:roy. 
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The Marco-Polo Bridge Incident was a groat success of the Chinese 

Ca:muniat Pnrty in its anti-Jo.1xi neso mow oent . J~ soon us it re­

ceived the nens of the incident, tho R.trty issued o o ircular tele­

gram on July :3, the day following the outbreok, insisting on the 

ill:l:lediate do.3lr;.rntion of wa r ego.inst Jopon, and clso sent Chiong 

K.'.li-shek a telegrD.L.l to tho S (IJ..'lE> offect in the noue ot Mao Tso-Tung 

and Chu Tell. 

9. Tho Chinese Ca."l::lunist fr;:rty could ca.1pletoly realize the cooperation 

with tho Nationalist .Party by dint of tho Morco Polo Bridge Incident, 

and r eorganizing the Ca:rau:tist f:>rcos i nto the Eighth l.ri:q of tho 

National R:.ivolutionary J:..r::Jy, dispatched it for o~rat.ion against 

the Japanese. c: Wha n the ?l~rco Folo Bridge Incident broko out tho 

Chinese Ca:ir.lunist Rlrty, f or fear of a s~edy solution of the trou-

• ble lhrougb. a oo;:iprorjise of tlio Nationalist Ibrty \with Jopon, triod 

to .develop the incidPnt i nto c protructod war . This i.w be clearly 

see n froo Mao~ Tso ··Tur.g 's 01·ticle~ 'On Pro'.;rocted War.• 

AvaiHncg HM~f of t ho nntl··Jnp;.nose opurnti'.'.>ns the Chinese Caa;iunist 

Pnr.·t..v 3tr3ngthcner. IJ>ct n. :lt~ D~cy o m! t!1e party. itsulf and cxoo.nl.!'3d 

i~s s~b~ro of in~i~onco ~ Ttu~ it wo.s pr~ IX=-ri~ i~solf for socia l 

rovok~ion t:fi;cr the \1er ·with .Jc p.'.ln# 

10. Beli.::ivi:'lg .:is i. t did that the d ovo).op-.Y..i .1t of the Chinese Ccr.nunist 

PCrty 0 11d :i.ts gror1ing ad.ivity not only jeopardized tho Japunese. 

rig!r~c :.md ~.ntcrests in Chinn) but also uruJ a· sorj ous ::10nuce· to .: • 

tho exiAtano of Jnp3n, tho Jo pO\M.:lO Govcrnn£>nt took· on anti - .. 
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Cai:cunist!o polio~ trcxn beginning t o ond,and ha$ alwoys t1Qlntained • 

that Japan and Obina should oooporato t o provont the sovietizaUon 

ot their oountrias. 

' ()n thi8 ~day of Af!I'ilt 1947 

at~ 

.o.i:. I 1 DBI<l'mNI' /S/ &Tt.NO, Kaniobi (seal) • 

- 11 . {; • • .. 

I, ~. Yosuto.ro, hereby certify that the above statement 

ws sworn bJ the Deponent, who attiaod his signoturo and seal t~eroto 

in tbe preseAco 'Of this .Witness. 

bn the same dote .£.t Tokyo. 

nitness , /S/ JMJ.NJ.RI, Yasut<ll'O (seal) 

} 

In occordanoo with r:y oonscionce I s\leor t o tell t he wholo truth 

with.'lolding nothing and adding not·h i ng. 
\ 

/S/ &.·.~IJ~O, Knniohi (seal) 

I 
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